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Fifth Annual Spring Clean Car Concours
Well, you guessed it—another Concours, and another bad
weather day. Lousy weather seems to follow this event.
Can you believe that we’ve had only one decent weather
Concours in five tries? You know what they say——maybe
next year.
This year’s event found us in the town of Five Seasons—
Cedar Rapids, Iowa, at the parking lot of True North
Companies. My wonderful assistant, Mike Benge and I
arrived early to set up. The event was to start at noon, the
temperature was in the upper 40’s, cloudy with drizzle. Who
wants to spend a Saturday cleaning up their car, and then
take it out on Sunday in this stuff?
The clock struck noon, and Mike and I were alone in this
huge parking lot, looking at the sky. The good news was
that the rain had stopped. We prayed for beautiful BMW’s
to file into the lot. As you might guess, you can’t keep
BMW enthusiasts away for long. A little cold weather
wasn’t going to spoil this event. The cars started rolling in,
including Lindsay Clark’s 1990 325i—arriving in style in an
enclosed trailer. We had nine entries in three classes—
Vintage, M Class, and Sedan.
Luckily, there was no need to worry about any mechanical
mishaps. In attendance were three of the best “wrenches”
in Iowa—Jim Simpson, Jack Kramer, and Doug Wittkowski.
Fred Bell (not new to these awards) grabbed the trophy in
the M Class, with his well detailed 1999 M Coupe. Steve
Johnson—the only entry in the Sedan category took home
the trophy for his very sweet seven. Believe me, this car
would have won even if several had entered. Finally, in the
hotly contested Vintage category, Jim Simpson picked up
the prize for his beautiful red 325—only slightly
modified….yeah, right.
Once the main prizes were handed out, it was time for the
People’s Choice award. This award was for the favorite car
at the event. Proceeds from this and from part of the entry
fee, went to the Variety Club of Iowa. We donated $200 to
Variety Club. Nice to see our dollars helping sick kids in
need. Scott Hamilton’s very cool ’89 M3 was the day’s
favorite, with the most dollar bills clinging to the windshield.

THE
WINNERS

Thanks go out to Mike Benge for his help
coordinating the event and judging, and to Jason
Smith for judging and for the use of the parking lot of
True North.
Think sunshine for next year. See you then.
Dave Trachtenberg, Event Chairman

UPCOMING CHAPTER EVENTS
Updated information will be posted on the website as it becomes
available. Be sure to check for current information at www.bmwia.org

July 4 - 9
Oktoberfest - Pasadena, California
If you are planning on attending please contact
Scott Smed at scotts@berglandandcram.com

July 17
Annual Club Picnic
and
New Member Welcome
Easter Lake Shelter # 2
Starts at Noon
Meal Served at 1:00 pm
Easter Lake is a beautiful Polk County Conservation Board property
located on the south east edge of Des Moines. A beautiful setting,
so be sure to bring your lawn chairs! And the roads into the picnic
shelter are all paved! This is a great event with fantastic food,
beverages and conversation! We have also been known to give
away some door prizes! No cost to members or their guest!
Just an RSVP is needed.

RSVP by July 12th to Don VanLengen at
dvanlengen@mchsi.com

August 15
Sunday at the Ball Park
Iowa Cubs vs Albuquerque
Sec Taylor Stadium, Des Moines
Game time is 1:05 pm
Ticket Price is $4.00
A limited number of tickets are available
so you must RSVP to David Trachtenberg by August 10th at
david.trachtenberg@mchsi.com
There is also room for us to display 10 nice examples of BMW’s for
the other fans to see when they arrive. So if you would like your car
“displayed”, please let David know when you RSVP.

October 16 -17
FALL COLOR TOUR & RALLY
It is not to early to start planning. Please read the article on
page 7 for more information.
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WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST MEMBERS

J&J MOTORSPORT
European Auto Service
(319) 378-3797
1928 51st St. NE Cedar Rapids, IA
52402

Tony Hampton
Chic Wolfe
Fred & Mary Eby
Patrick Mullaley
Gregg Gard
Steve Weigel
Jeannine Brande
William Brosnahan
Jess Bryngelson
Julie Burian
Byron Carlson
Nicholas Cecere
Craig Ceilley
Carl Chang
Catherine Chatal
Jeff Chlupach
Mark Christians
Robert Church
Brian Clark
Courtney Clifton
Harry Condoleon
David Dahmer
Kenneth Davis
Leland DenHartog
Kim Dwyer
Matthew Eller
James Engelhardt
Andy Ferree
Kirk Fischer
Linda Funk
Dan Gannon
Steve Garman
Phillip Hild
Dave Hoyler
Jodi Ingham
Danny Ivankovoch
Jeffrey Janes
Natalie Johnson
Phillip Kaser
Robert Kennedy
Mrs. Sunny Kramer
Jerold Lemar
Cameron Lewis
Nicky Louk
Phil Martens
John Miller
Mike Mycka

Jim Nelson
John Nelson
Fran Neu
Dayle Nickerson
Stephenie Owen
Vickey Payseur
Sue Peyton
Dee Pink
Scott Pulver
Bruce Rasmussen
Jerry Rewerts
Sunny Richar
Dan Riley
Sue Rusch
Jeff Schwarzkorf
Daniel Shannon
Bruce Sherman
Kevin Simmer
Randy Smith
Christopher Sorensen
Laura Tarrant
Michael Traetow
Tyrone Turner
Janna Vanvliet
Phoungeon
Vathananont
John White
Jim Wile
Russell Wilson
Rose Yacavona

WE ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO MEETING YOU
AND HOPE TO SEE YOU AT AN EVENT SOON!

Wow! What a weekend! The sun was shining, the cars were shining and all was good in the world. Then on Saturday
afternoon the sky turned colors, that no one likes to see, and everyone scrambled to get their cars under some type of protection.
You could hear everyone asking the same questions - “Is a tornado coming?, Is it going to hail?, When will the rain come?” The
sky opened up and it rained and rained and rained. So for a couple of hours on Saturday afternoon, we all stood in and around
the concession stand to stay out of the rain and watch. When the rain quit, it was time to get the cars back out on the track.
Opps can’t do that as the lightening was still shooting down all around us and the corner workers could not go back to their
stations they would be like lightening rods out there. What would we do? The track was dry enough but we can’t go full speed on
the track without the corner workers. So we did the next best thing - we ran parade laps for about an hour. Very fun and still
educational.
The students and instructors who attended the event where all very good natured about the lost Saturday afternoon and
thankful that the hail never came down! Saturday evening everyone enjoyed a barbecued steak dinner at the track and we all
went back to our hotels thinking (and hoping) that Sunday would be better! No one was disappointed on Sunday, the weather
was perfect, sunny and warm and the officials at the track did a great job in getting the mud and muck off of the grid and the
track. After a brief meeting, everyone was ready to get to the classroom or back on the track! A great day for everyone. No
problems, a few great saves on the track and just a little agricultural driving! A few door prizes were drawn and everyone had a
great weekend, despite mother nature. We also had the traditional charity parade laps at noon on Saturday and Sunday and
raised $210 for Animal Lifeline.

TO quote a student, who had a great european accent
and participated in the event:

“This was the best weekend of me life!”
We could not agree more!

The Missouri Valley Chapter of the BMW CCA would like to
extend an invitation to attend the “Trieben Schnell” Driving
School September 11-12 at Mid-America Motorplex located
on the Iowa/Nebraska border 20 minutes South of Omaha
on I-29. There will be a track familiarization day on Friday
September 10 for all instructors, instructor candidates and
advanced students.
Come enjoy a weekend of classroom instruction and lots
of track time at one of the safest new facilities in the
Midwest. This event will fill up quickly and is first come first
served, so don’t delay. For information on the track, visit
their website at www.midamericamotorplex.com.
For registration information and all other questions,
visit the Missouri Valley Chapter website at
www.bmwccamvc.org and follow the Trieben Schnell
links.
We look forward seeing you at the track!!!
* This is not a racing event, no timing devices will be allowed. *

EuroWerkz
Previously Owned European Cars

We seek out the best examples of the breed. If we don’t have it, we can find your dream car.

Replacement and Performance Parts/Accessories
From genuine parts to replacement brands such as Bosch and Brambo.
Performance parts of all kinds including UUC, TC Kline and Hawk Performance.

High Performance Tuning and Service
WWW.EUROWERKZLC.COM

Authorized Dealer

TECH TALK
By Doug Wittkowski
SUPER CLEAN, A GUIDE or CONFESSIONS OF A WAXOHOLIC
So you really want to get that BMW in shape. Here are some
of the things I have learned over my many years of obsessing
over cars. Now reformed and many years retired from
competition, I am willing to come clean, at least with some of
the basics.
Equipment: Not too many power tools involved here, but some
of items that can really help: A shop vacuum, a must for getting
all the junk out of your carpets. But also consider an air
compressor. No, you don’t need an industrial model but this is
the secret weapon the professionals use to get all that junk out
of those nooks and crannies. You could no doubt use a
compressor for many other little projects around the house
and this tool will make cleaning car interiors, floor mats and
everything automotive just a blast away. An orbital polisher.
Polishing is tricky business but the best orbital models are very
easy to use and it is almost impossible to burn paint with them.
Leave the real high speed polishers to the trained professionals
but these do a nice job of paint preparation and that is the key
to shine.You will also need a large number of towels, both paper
and cloth, soft brushes for wheels and crevices, and a number
of microfiber towels. These towels are a very recent invention
for the automotive world and make final polishing and glass
cleaning a breeze. You will also need at least two buckets for
washing. If you have carpet stains, a small steamer or extractor
works wonders.
Cleaning agents: There are many but here are the basics. A
good brand of auto wash. Auto wash is easy on your cars
finish and will not strip wax. However, if you are going to
immediately wax your car here is a tip. Use liquid dish soap. I
like Joy as it strips off all the dirt and grease and readies your
paint to be polished. Use this only when you are prepared to
do the complete detail. For engine compartments, wheels,
under body panels, door jambs and just about everything else,
I have found a great product - orange cleaner. I use Zep or
Greased Lightning brand. The stuff works well on everything I
have used it on and so far it has not harmed any surface I
have tried it on. For outside vinyl and rubber, I like STP or
Armorall dressing. For tires, the one-step spray products are
a great place to start with a touch up at the end. If you have the
problem of rubber or plastic parts fading or getting white with
wax residue I have found several of the black again or forever
black products work well. Mothers makes a nice cream product
that works very well. Remember to do all of your rubber and
vinyl before waxing, to help avoid getting wax onto those areas.
For leather , I like Lexol or Zymol, and for interior vinyl, Zymol’s
dressing is superior. For glass, my forever problem area, fellow
club member, Kolin Brighton recently turned me onto the Stoner
invisible glass product and it has worked very well. Remember
to do your glass before you use any leather or vinyl dressing
to keep those streaks and fingerprints to a minimum.
Now the biggie! Paint Preparation. This is where the shine
comes from. It is not all in the wax, it’s mostly paint preparation.
For a car with a good finish, Zymol’s HD cleanse or 3M Glaze
are both great products. If you have some problem areas or
fine scratches you will need to go to a heavier polishing product.

3M is my choice here. Be very careful and follow the directions to
the letter! Use two applications of the cleaning/glazing/polishing
products on each panel keeping your towels clean in between. Paint
preparation is the absolute key and your goal is to end up with a
smooth flat surface to apply the wax to. Before the next step, wash
the body of the car again to remove any residue left behind, dry it
with a leather chamois. Yes, I’m old school and still use a leather
chamois. And then…
Wax. There are many good brands. From what I have read, seen,
used, and been preached to about, Zymol seems to be the clear
winner. Their products have won several national awards, as well
as being on numerous Pebble Beach Concours winning cars. That
is good enough for me. There are also some poly products out there
(Zaino) and they seem to be good but until they prove themselves
with the professionals that do this for cash and prizes at the national
level, I’m sticking to wax, and Zymol is my brand. If you really get
into this try some of Zymol’s highline products, they are high
percentage Carnauba, very expensive, but truly amazing to use.
Being naked is optional.
Now that she is done, you need to keep her looking good. Please
NO drive through automatic washes, as the chemicals they use to
clean your car, without touching it, strips wax off in just a few washes.
If you must go to the car wash, use the “quarter wash” and just the
rinse cycle. In between your full hand waxing, once you dry your
baby (another use for that compressor) use a spray on quick wax or
one of the poly products. They really will re-shine your car nicely.
Enjoy!

Fall Colors – Already?!
It seems a little early to be making arrangements for
the annual Fall Colors tour and rally, but we wanted to
make sure you had the info in plenty of time to make
hotel reservations.

This year’s event is on October 16-17 and has a
Nor thwest Passage theme, since the state is
celebrating the Lewis & Clark expedition
sesquicentennial. We’ll be traveling to a different region
this year, just for a change of pace and scenery & our
route will probably (hey, it includes a rally, I can’t give
you ALL the details at this point) head northwest from
the Des Moines area, up through the Des Moines River
Valley, with an overnight in Storm Lake.
Sunday will feature a group drive down through the
Loess Hills, and then maybe a lunch at the transplanted
German Hausbarn in Manning before splitting up and
heading back to our various abodes.
The hotel is the AmeriHost Inn in Storm Lake, 712732-1000, or 800-434-5800. We have a block of rooms,
held until Sept 20 – but don’t put it off! Tell them your
with the BMW Club, and you’ll get a room rate of $50 +
tax. I’d also appreciate a RSVP email. If you’re thinking
of coming please let me know. My e-mail address is
fourbells1@mc
hsi.com
ourbells1@mchsi.com
hsi.com.. This will help us plan for
the lunch stops and for Saturday night’s dinner.
Speaking of dinner, we have a room just for us, and
the menu boasts quite a variety, from prime rib and of
course Iowa chops to scampi and walleye. Meals are
all on a no-host basis, so the fee for the Fall Color Tour
and Rally will remain at $10/car.

European Motors, Ltd
Is a premier independent auto dealer and service faciltiy.
We specialize in BMW, Audi, VW and Volvo. Other makes
we support are Mercedes, Porsche, Jaguar, Saab and Ferrari.
We pride ourselves on our personal service and that we
were chosen Iowa’s #1 Quality Dealer out of nearly 3,000
auto dealers.
Our service department boasts ASE Master Mechanic status
and over 20 years of BMW experience. Our state of the
art faciltiy subscribes to the latest repair information including
Technical Service Bulletins (TSB’s). We strive to fix your
car right the first time and within the estimated time and
price we quoted.
We stock 40 hand picked European cars. All of our front
line cars must pass a rigorous 90 point safety inspection
before being offered for sale. We also add a 3000/3 month
limited driveline warranty and a free Car Fax title search to
these vehicles for your protection.
Looking for that special car? We have access to over 500,
one owner BMW’s every month, so we can help you locate
just what you want.

We look forward to seeing you on the tour! If you would
like to join us but would rather not participate in the
Rally, we do need volunteers to work the check points!
Please e-mail me if you would like to help.

5405 Center Point Rd NE
Cedar Rapids
800-868-9572 or 319-393-8496
www.euroltd.com

Committee members – Fred Bell, Dave Brighton, and
Gary D’Agrosa

___________________________________________

EUROPEAN MOTORS LIMITED
Redeem this coupon
for a list of available TSB’s
for your BMW
(Technical service bulletins are manufacturer
identified problem areas and prescribed solution)

Members Marketplace
CARS
1976 2002 Sahara/Brown 4spd. Sunroof, many new parts.
Drives very good, Needs minor body detailing and paint. $2000
obo Jack @ 515 865 5691
1984 BMW 733i 106k miles, Beautiful Lapis blue over
Blue cloth. 218h.p 6cyl. 5 speed, Sunroof, Original 14’ wheels,
complete European tool kit, first-aid kit, and fire extinguisher.
Mods include Borbet wheels, RE71’s, Bilstein Sports, K&N air
filter, Bavarian strut tower brace. Never adult driven and enjoyed completely, concours winner, $5500 obo. I will really
hate to see her go…Scott Hamilton at scottyboy89@msn.com

1987 535is Overall good condition. It runs well but needs
more attention than we can give it. One mild Iowa winter.
$3200 Obo, Jeff @ 515 276 2536

PARTS AND ACCESSORIES
Set of 4 BMW Roundel Cross Spoke wheels
mounted with Michelin Pilot HX tires. 16x7.5 offset for all 3
series 1992 to current. Nice wheels and tires. $800
rupp11@msn.com or 515 238 9118

BMW Fold Up Bike, 24 speeds, LIKE NEW. retailes for
$995 aksing $500. david.trachtenberg@mchsi.com

4 Winter tires 225 16 Pirelli 210’s on Borbet Type T
wheels for E 39 5 series. Very clean with 60-70% tread
reaming. $550. Contact Stu Lehr at 515 208 1121 or
photon4@aol.com

4 Original Equipment Rims for 1998 740i 16

1997 M3 sedan auto White/Magma, No winters 30k miles

inch orginally purchased to use with snow tires. 3 in good
condition; 1 has broken center cap. $60 a piece and $50 for
1 with broken center cap. Contact Dick Goodson 515-2828192 or ceo@assoc-mgmt.com

Sunroof CD alarm super nice $25k obo. Iowa location
Andy 512 970 3734.

UUC cold air intake & exhaust Contact Tyler at

1997 M3 Coupe Dakar Yellow, black leather, 26K miles,
Harmon-Kardon, Sunroof, wing, cruise, fold down rear seat,
armrest, clear turn and markets, headlight trim, Excellent original
pain, Warranty to 2/05. Stunning Head Turner!
WBSBG9323VEY74397 $25K. Contact David 319 362 9076 or
djiruska@yahoo.com

1998 Z3 1.9 5 spd. Red/Black Loaded including CD changer.
All service records with recent 45k service completed 43000
miles new Yokohama AVS ES100 tires Immaculate condition
$20k Dale at rupp11@msn.com or Drupp11@aol.com
515 238 9118

2002 M3 Steel Grey w/ red interior. SMG, Loaded, fanatically maintained no snow, salt or bad weather. Awesome car,
must sell now $46K O.B.O. wittawerks@se-iowa.net

Tcf787@aol.com or 515-290-1319

K & N Super Sprint and 17 x 8 BBS RK
235x40zr Potenza Contact David 319 362 9076 or

djiruska@yahoo.com

WANTED
1988-91 325/525 M20 inline 6 cylinder engine with or
without transmission. Dylan at 515-993-3844

Classified Ads are free to club members. Send
your ad to wittawerks@se-iowa.net. The
NewsWerks is published six times annually, ads
must be received by the 10th of the month for
placement in the next issue. Please include
membership number.

EuropeanMotorcars Des Moines is a Proud Sponsor of the Iowa Chapter BMW CCA.
Their large selection of new and previously owned BMW’s along with a facility second to none in the
upper Midwest makes it THE BMW retailer for Central Iowa.
BMW CCA members receive many benefits when doing business at
EuropeanMotorcars Des Moines:
20% discount on parts, accessories and BMW Lifestyle items
10% discount on service labor
In order to receive these discounts you must present your
BMW CCA Membership card at the time of ordering parts or service!

Complimentary one-year membership in BMW CCA
to all customers who purchase a new BMW
9999 Hickman Road, Urbandale
515-278-4808
www.eurocarsdesmoines.com

Investment
Advisory
Group
Financial Planning and Wealth
Management Services
◆
◆
◆
◆

Asset management
Tax planning
Risk management
Retirement/estate planning

Fredrick A. Bell CFA, L.C.
Certified Financial PlannerTM
4090 Westown Parkway, Suite A-3
West Des Moines, IA 50266
(515) 226-1656
(800) 524-0464
fredbellcfa@mchsi.com
Securities offered through EDI Financial, Inc. Member NASD, SIPC, MSRB

PO Box 42113
Urbandale, IA 50323

PO BOX 42113

URBANDALE, IA 50323
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NEW SHOWROOM NOW OPEN
Dan Kruse BMW has earned BMW’ NA Center of Excellence Award,
the highest ranking of combined sales and service customer satisfaction.
Master Technician Dave Baumann has been with Dan Kruse for over 30 years!
BMW NA ranks Dave the #1 BMW Master Technician in the entire Midwest region.
Experience Dan Kruse BMW for you next BMW purchase, service or parts need.
Discounts to BMW CCA members.
How does this small BMW Center in Dubuque, Iowa service and sell so many BMW’s?
Why do our customers come from as far as Chicago and Des Moines?
Come in and find out!
645 Century Drive, Dubuque, Iowa 52002
1-800-373-2277 ext 250
Dave Ackley, BMW Sales Manager

