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NEWSWERKS is published for the Iowa Chapter of BMW Car 
Club of America.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

National Office
BMW CCA National Office
640 South Main Street, #201
Greenville, SC 29601
1-800-878-9292
bmwcclub@aol.com

To join the BMW CCA or renew membership or change your 
address – www.bmwcca.org
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herein shall remain the property of the chapter. This publication 
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publication are solely those of the chapter and/or its members.
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Calendar of Events:
March-August 2017
Events, club activities, and all happenings BMW

Change of Address Information
Please send your requests for address changes directly to the 
National Office at the address below. The local chapters have 
to receive this information from them and cannot change this 
information themselves. Please send a note with your proper 
information to the National office at:

Roundel, BMW CCA, Inc.
Address Changes
640 South Main Street, Suite 210
Greenville, SC 29601

Or email to: BMWCClub@aol.com (yes, 2”C’s)
Or on the website: BMWCCA.org

March
March 4
Tech Session
Minor Wreck Express
Johnston
March 13
Informal Social
MB2 Raceway
Grimes
March 26
Autocross
Adventureland
Altoona

April
April 11
Informal Social
El Bait Shop
Des Moines
April 29
Spring Drive to Williams
Leave from Des Moines
April 30
Autocross
Iowa Speedway
Newton

May
May 7
Tire Rack Street Survival
Newton
May 9
Informal Social
MiPatria
West Des Moines

June
June 9-11
Driving School
Topeka, KS
June 17
Valle Drive-In Movie
Newton

July
July 11-15
Oktoberfest
New Orleans
July 30
Annual Picnic
Des Moines

August
August 27
Iowa Cubs Game
Des Moines

Follow us on Facebook and look for details 
on upcoming events in email blasts.  
facebook.com/bmwccia



Recently, I was notified by the BMW CCA Foundation 
office that the Iowa Chapter has won the recent 
Brick Fundraising Chapter Challenge. We won our 
division based on membership of clubs with under 400 
members. The Brick Fundraiser supports the BMW 
Foundation Museum in Greer, South Carolina.

Fundraising with engraved bricks for the BMW CCA 
Foundation Museum makes sense for several reasons. 
First, it allows donors to visibly attest to their support of 
the BMW CCA Foundation and the history of our club. 
People love finding their names displayed in a place 
that has great significance to them. Secondly, with the 
customizable colors and designs, engraved bricks can 
be easily integrated into the existing look of the BMW 
CCA Foundation museum. 

Museums serve many important functions in society, 
from educating the public to generating tourism for 
communities. The American Alliance of Museums 
estimates that more than 850 million museum visits 
occur in the U.S. each year. Yet despite that staggering 
number, most museums remain very dependent on 
donations to fund their programs. In order to protect 
and preserve the history of BMW CCA in America, this 

fundraising campaign supporting the Foundation 
Museum will serve our members for generations to 
come. 

There is still time to donate to the Foundation and 
purchase a brick if you have not done so yet. Please 
visit http://www.fundraisingbrick.com/bmwccafoundation 
to purchase your brick and put your name for visitors to 
observe for many years to come.

 M A R C H / A P R I L  2 0 1 7  3

I O W A  C H A P T E R  B M W  C C A  •  w w w . b m w i a . o r g

President’s Corner  
by David Brighton

Thanks to the sponsors of the 2016 Annual Dinner



Please join us for our annual spring drive on April 29 to 
the Hemken Car Museum in Williams. We will leave BMW 
of Des Moines at 9:30 am and wander through the Des 
Moines River Basin to Webster City for lunch at the 2nd 
Street Emporium. Following lunch, we will make our way 
over to the Hemkin Museum for a private showing of the 
collection.

Vintage car enthusiasts will enjoy this museum featuring 
American convertibles of marques ranging from Chevys to 
Lincolns to Hudsons to Packards from 1947 and 1948. The 
cars comprise the nucleus of the collection of Daryl 
Hemken. The collection is housed in downtown Williams, 
which is north of Des Moines on I-35. 

The emphasis in the museum is on conservation rather 
than restoration. Most of the autos are in mostly original 
condition, as they were when driven. Cars in the museum 
will be rotated among the 100 or so available, making 
an ever-changing display possible. From 1958 until the 
present, cars were purchased only if they had special 
features, such as body style, limited production, fresh-air 
heater, twin ignition, or other distinguishing options. 

The new addition, including a 50 x 50 mezzanine for 
special exhibits, adds 7,500 square feet to the existing 
museum. The basement of the original building has 
been renovated to provide additional storage for cars 
and exhibits. It is accessed by the interior ramp in the 
new building. Altogether, there are 20,000 square feet of 
display space, with the potential of displaying 55-60 cars. 
Emphasis will continue to be on the 1940’s, particularly 
convertibles from 1947-1948. There will be a minor charge 
for admission.

Spring Drive 2017
by David Brighton
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BMW CCA Iowa Chapter will be holding its next tech session at Minor Wreck Express. 
Located in Johnston, Minor Wreck Express is a premier body shop for dent repair, paint 

chip and scratch repair. In addition, they can professionally repair and restore your 
car’s leather, vinyl, plastic or fabric interior to a like-new condition.

Owner Jamie Lasher has been working in the auto body and reconditioning 
business for over 25 years. Jamie has operated several businesses 

in automotive reconditioning and has developed revolutionary 
“AutoRecon Paint Restoration System.” AutoRecon is considered 

one of the best paint reconditioning systems on the market. It is 
used by car dealerships, independent auto detailing shops 

and reconditioning professionals across the country.

This tech session will take place on March 4 at 
10 am at their facility. Minor Wreck Express 

is located at 5530 NW Beaver Dr., 
Johnston, IA 50131. Please contact 

Josh Metz at josh.metz@
amplimark.com or  

515-225-6438  if you 
have any questions in 
advance of the event.

Tech Session - March 4, 10 am  by Manoj Tomar
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2017 Driving School June 9-11 by David Brighton

Unfortunately, due to changes in track management at Raceway Park of the Midlands, our usual weekend in 
June is not available to the Iowa Chapter this year. Other dates were offered to our club, but those offered were 
not acceptable. Therefore, the Board of Directors has made the difficult decision to forgo our own driving school, 
LDDS, this year. In order to offer a driving school to our members, we have partnered with the chapters from 
Kansas City, Great Plains, Sunbelt and St. Louis for the Flat Out Classic at Heartland Park in Topeka, Kansas. 
For those of you who have made plans for that weekend already, the date has not changed. The Flat Out 
Classic will occur on the usual weekend of LDDS, which this year is June 9-11. This will be one of the largest 
BMW events in the Midwest this summer and will include a driving school, autocross and car show. I hope many 
of you can attend and it will be great to see a large contingent of Iowa members in Kansas this summer.
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Sunday, May 7
8:30 am – 5:00 pm
Iowa Speedway Parking Lot
3333 Rusty Wallace Drive
Newton, IA
The Tire Rack Street Survival teen safe driving program 
is open to drivers ages 15-21 and is presented by 
the SCCA Foundation and BMW CCA Foundation, in 
partnership with Iowa Chapter BMW Car Club and  
Des Moines Valley Region Sports Car Club of America.

Registration fee is $75 per student and includes 
classroom, in-car training, lunch and a free family 
membership provided by the Sports Car Club of 
America. Register at MotorsportReg.com using the 
May 7 date.

For more information on student registration,  
visit http://streetsurvival.org. Space is limited.  
Registration deadline is May 4.

Volunteers are needed to act as in-car instructors or 
to assist with course set up and management. In-car 
instructors should have past experience instructing at 
driver education schools or similar qualifications. Staff 
registration is on MotorsportReg.com. 

Tire Rack Street Survival 
Students and  
Volunteers Needed!



In the Iowa Chapter we have several very accomplished autocrossers. However, that is only a small 

group of people, so we are trying again this year to help increase interest in autocross. We are 

therefore helping to promote the sport by attending local Sports Car Club of America events again in 

2017. We will again have a BMW-only class and trophies at the annual dinner!

Here are the official dates of the special BMW class events:

March 26 – Adventureland parking lot in Altoona

April 30 – Iowa Speedway parking lot in Newton

June 18 – Iowa Events Center parking lot in Des Moines

August 13 – Iowa Events Center parking lot in Des Moines

October 15 – Adventureland parking lot in Altoona

Pre-registration is not required, but is highly encouraged (and cheaper!)  

Register at www.motorsportreg.com. 

Each event has Tech and Registration from 8:30-10:00 am with a track walk at 10:00 am. There is a 

mandatory driver meeting at 10:30 am and first car goes on course at 11:00 am.

Hope to see you there!

See more at:  http://www.bmwia.org/?s=autocross&x=0&y=0#sthash.vAhQMC0Q.dpuf

AutoCross
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Although we have experienced a mild winter (so far), 
January isn’t typically the ideal time to hit the racetrack. 
That’s why we hosted a chili cook-off event at MB2 
Raceway indoor karting track in Grimes. On Sunday, 
Jan. 22, nearly a dozen BMW club members gathered 
to enjoy great food and racing.

Members took to the track as a group, all racing against 
each other for the first heat. Then, they took a break 
in the party room to enjoy chili and other treats and 
finished the afternoon with a second heat. The racers 

insisted it wasn’t a competition, but if you’re keeping 
score Fred Bell won both heats.

Sounds like fun, doesn’t it? Perhaps you want to take 
down champ Fred Bell? If so, join us again on Monday, 
March 13 at 6:30 p.m. for an informal social at the track. 
We will order pizza to be delivered to MB2, so bring 
cash to contribute. We will be set up in a party room 
again.

Indoor Karting event recap 
by Niki Smith
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MB2 Raceway is located at 1350 SE Gateway Dr., 
Suite 108 in Grimes. If you want to drive, there is 
nothing to do ahead of time, and no need to bring your 
own racing helmet (although, you can if you want). 

The cost to race is $18 per race, or $30 for two races. 
The facility is family-friendly and has bleachers for 
spectators and arcade games for kids.
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Welcome New Members
Greg Virant ......................................................................................... Omaha

Nicholas Feigen ................................................................................. Ames

Jason Alexander ................................................................................ Waukee

Aron Wardenburg ............................................................................... Iowa City

Jack Landy ......................................................................................... Bondurant

Tyrone Kanzaki .................................................................................. Bettendorf

Steve Weigel ....................................................................................... Waukee

Tom Bierley ........................................................................................ Des Moines

Simpson Motorsports Inc.
Jim Simpson

319-351-1269
3577 Perch Dr. SE

Iowa City, IA 52240
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Or perhaps: What are the appropriate shoes for a test 
drive? “No, I am not impressed with your Pilotis” but 
they are certainly better than what Travis was wearing. 

Both myself and my neighbor Travis have had an 
upside down car incident. He is a very good neighbor 
and welcome sight in the garage, but don’t drive like 
my neighbor. Of course he immediately responds with 
“don’t drive like my neighbor.”

We are so often between one another’s houses for 
help or for tools that we have a gas powered scooter to 
zip quickly back and forth. The scooter is a scary little 
bugger. Fast - with tires only eight inches tall, usually 
ridden well after dark, sometimes with one of those 
forehead mounted LED work lights shining where you 
look, not where you go. The good news is you can hear 
Travis coming a minute before he arrives. He will ride 
directly into the garage, shut off the motor, coast for 
thirty feet before clamping on the front brake and do 
a front wheel stand with the leftover energy. A unique 
dude and good friend. Last summer he let me tap off 
his well with 250' of garden hose when my well failed. 
With the speed of sloth on antihistamines the county 
office came forth with the permit to drill the new well. 
We were on his water system for over four weeks. The 
good news: It was August and not December. 

Travis is a great mechanic. He has been a lifesaver with 
all the different cars that come through the yard. I had 
finished working on an E30 for a friend of mine, and 
Travis asked to drive it. It hadn’t been warmed up after 
a water pump change, so putting on a temperature 
cycle to make sure the air was out of the system was 
a good plan. He climbed in and disappeared. Twenty 
minutes later, I was pretty sure something was amiss 
and started getting tools picked up to go find him. 
The phone rang. He was only three miles away and 
needed to be fetched. It was wintertime and he had 
gone driving in huge galoshes, the kind with the metal 
buckles on the front. He got a boot stuck under the 
brake pedal, goosed the throttle, got wiggly on an icy 

gravel road and ended up upside down in the ditch. 
Well that is too bad, especially since the car he was 
driving didn’t belong to him or me.  

When I was upside down, the neighborhood was out 
taking pictures of my car with tires perfectly vertical, on 
the wrong side of the vehicle. I missed getting a picture 
of that, so not to miss this time I grabbed a camera on 
the way out the door. When I got to Travis, someone in 
this neighborhood had already hooked a pickup to him 
and rolled him out. All we had to do was remount the 
tires that had popped their bead and drive it home. The 
picture I got however was classic. Smooth snow, the 
impressions of four round headlights and the hog nose. 
Not something you see every day.

The upside down powder blue E30 already had seen 
quite a life. My history with that car started many years 
before when I purchased it from a young man moving 
to Iowa from New York. It barely ran, the front drivers 
seat was broken and laying on the back bench, and 
it needed general maintenance. I fixed all the issues, 
drove it a while, then sold it to my buddy, Kirk, who 
enjoyed it and used it as a daily driver. While Kirk 
owned the E30 he rebuilt the motor after an unfortunate 
timing belt incident. The upside down issue put him 
in a vehicle bind and me in an awkward stewardship 
position. I traded him a 318Ti from my fleet, plus some 
cash. Kirk was wonderful about it. He went away with 
a good daily driver and I had the E30 back. I pushed 
the roof out, put in new glass, and moved it on to yet 
another home. I saw it around town for several years. 

The bottom line is that if you are good to your friends 
and neighbors, when bad things happen they can 
be overcome without hard feelings or great shows of 
emotion. You must understand the relationships are 
more important than the cars.  And remember, don’t 
drive like my neighbor. 

Do Two Upside Downs Make a Right-Side up? 
The Neighborly Part. by Bryan McCoy
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Hoosier Tires Direct .Com carries the full range of Hoosier road 
race tires at similar savings and is located in the Des Moines, IA 
area. We will meet or beat any advertised prices for Hoosier R6 
track tires. Please visit us online at www.hoosiertiresdirect.com

Example sale prices for sets of Hoosier R6 
track tires we can provide for your BMW:

245/35/18 Hoosier R6: $319.06
225/40/18 Hoosier R6: $309.06
275/35/18 Hoosier R6: $329.06
245/40/18 Hoosier R6: $319.06

255/35/18 Hoosier R6: $329.06
235/35/19 Hoosier R6: $339.06
285/30/18 Hoosier R6: $339.06
265/35/19 Hoosier R6: $349.06



I O W A  C H A P T E R  B M W  C C A  •  w w w . b m w i a . o r g

 M A R C H / A P R I L  2 0 1 7  1 3

A reminder that the chapter has 
tools available if you want to 
do some work on your car and 
your garage toolbox is missing 
something you need.

TOOL LIST:
3000 lb floor jack

Jack stands

Rechargeable impact wrench

80 ft-lb torque stick  
and 17 mm thinwall

Impact socket

Air compressor

Tire gauge

Brake bleeder kit

Brake bleed catch bottle

SRS (airbag system)  
diagnostic tool

1/2” and 3/8” drive  
torque wrenches

5 mm, 7mm, and 17 mm sockets

6 cylinder engine crank/
camshaft locking tool

Spring compressor

To borrow any of these, contact 
Fred Bell at past-president@
bmwia.org or call 515-224-4179 
to arrange a pickup time. You will 
be asked to sign a liability release 
(this is the U.S., after all) and 
leave a check or the replacement 
value of the tools borrowed. When 
the tools are returned in good 
condition, you get your check back 
– it’s that simple.

Tool Loan Program



BMW of Dubuque

Doug Warthan
Dealer Principal

Jeff Wilson
BMW Sales Manager

Mark Simmons
BMW Client Advisor

Mike Olsen
BMW Client Advisor

Jay Burgus
BMW Service Advisor

www.BMWofDubuque.com

600 Century Drive, Dubuque, IA 52002  800.373.CARS

BMW of Dubuque has earned 
the BMW North America 

Center of Excellence Award!
The highest ranking combined sales and 

service customer satisfaction.

Come and find out why our 
customers travel from as far as 

Chicago and Des Moines to 
experience BMW of Dubuque.

Brian Decker
BMWMaster Technician





IOWA CHAPTER BMW CCA
PO BOX 42113
URBANDALE, IA 50323

MARK ZIMMERMAN BMW

319-366-4000
SALES:

MON-THURS: 9AM-8PM
FRI: 9AM-6PM • SAT: 9AM-5PM

SERVICE:
MON-FRI: 7AM-6PM
SAT: 8AM-12 NOON

SERIES X
Chris 
Branstad
Manager

Brett 
Merck
Service 
Advisor

Tyler 
Nesset
Sales

Corey 
Smith
BMW 
Tech

Karl 
Reddies
BMW 
Tech

Paul 
Bixby
Sales


