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NEWSWERKS is published for the Iowa Chapter of BMW Car 
Club of America.
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

National Office
BMW CCA National Office
640 South Main Street, #201
Greenville, SC 29601
1-800-878-9292
bmwcclub@aol.com
To join the BMW CCA or renew membership or change your 
address – www.bmwcca.org
NEWSWERKS is a publication of the Iowa Chapter BMW CCA 
and is no way associated with BMW AG.The contents featured 
herein shall remain the property of the chapter. This publication 
is mailed to chapter members in good standing six times per 
year. The ideas, suggestions and opinions expressed in this 
publication are solely those of the chapter and/or its members.
Please submit material suitable for publication to:  
Becky Brighton at: newsletter@bmwia.org

President
David Brighton
president@bmwia.org
515-576-8059
Vice President/ 
Communications 
Director
Chris Kjellmark
vice-president@bmwia.org
chris.kjellmark@bmwia.org
Secretary
David Trachtenberg
secretary@bmwia.org
Driving Events 
Coordinator/At Large
Drew Hillman
driving-events@bmwia.org
Immediate Past 
President
Fred Bell
past-president@bmwia.org

Treasurer
Mike Myers
mike.myers@bmwia.org
Social Events 
Coordinator/At Large
Alison Bell
alison.bell@bmwia.org
Newsletter/Advertising
Becky Brighton
newsletter@bmwia.org
515-576-8059
Webmaster
Manoj Tomar
webmaster@bmwia.org
Club Website
www.bmwia.org
Membership Chair/At 
Large
Rick Talbot
At Large
Dwight Olson

Calendar of Events:
May-October 2017
Events, club activities, and all happenings BMW

Change of Address Information
Please send your requests for address changes directly to 
the National Office at the address below. The local chapters 
have to receive this information from them and cannot 
change this information themselves. Please send a note 
with your proper information to the National office at:

Roundel, BMW CCA, Inc.
Address Changes
640 South Main Street, Suite 210
Greenville, SC 29601

Or email to: BMWCClub@aol.com (yes, 2”C’s)
Or on the website: BMWCCA.org

May
May 7
Tire Rack Street Survival
Newton
May 9
Informal Social
MiPatria
West Des Moines

June
June 4
Auto Cross
Iowa Events Center
Des Moines
(changed from June 18)
June 6
Informal Social
Winestyles
Johnston
June 9-11
Flat Out Classic  
Driving School
Topeka, KS
June 17
Valle Drive-In Movie
Newton

July
July 11-15
Oktoberfest
New Orleans

July 29
Informal Social
Cars & Coffee
July 30
Annual Picnic
Des Moines

August
August 13
Auto Cross
Iowa Events Center
Des Moines
August 27
Iowa Cubs Game
Des Moines

September
September 10 
Des Moines Concours  
d/Elegance
Des Moines

October
October 7
Tire Rack Street Survival
Newton
October 22
Auto Cross
Adventureland
Altoona

Follow us on Facebook and look for details 
on upcoming events in email blasts.  
facebook.com/bmwccia



Recently, I attended the Annual Chapter Congress of 
BMW CCA chapter leaders in Dallas. Each year there 
are discussions and testimonials of how to improve 
each chapter and the events and experiences provided 
to its membership.

One of the topics this year included member retention 
and membership renewal. For several years, members 
whose membership has been renewed, about to lapse 
or has lapsed, were mailed a series of postcards as 
a thank you or reminder to renew. The National office 
has implemented a pilot program of calling those same 
members instead of sending postcards to determine 
if the renewal rate is higher than in the past. If you 
receive a phone call from the National office asking 
you to renew, it is not a scam, you can renew your 
membership with the person calling you from the 
National office.

Other topics covered were the “consolation” of small 
clubs, those clubs who cannot provide a total BMW 
CCA experience to its members, such as quality 
websites, newsletters and a full range of events. 

Several years ago, we changed the delivery method 
of the Newswerks to email delivery. In the beginning, 
only a few members wished to have a hard copy 
delivered to their home. But during the past year, that 

number has grown dramatically. Initially, the chapter 
saw financial savings due to not printing and mailing a 
large number of Newswerks. Since that original change 
in delivery format, the savings which were realized 
have been dwindling. Therefore, if you wish to receive 
only an email copy of Newswerks, please use your 
member account on the National website to change 
your delivery method.
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President’s Corner  
by David Brighton

Thanks to the sponsors of the 2016 Annual Dinner



Our Longest Day Driving School 
(LDDS) has taken a leave of 
absence this year due to scheduling 
conflicts with Raceway Park of 
the Midlands near Council Bluffs. 
After many years of hosting this 
event, we have chosen to forge a 
partnership with four other BMW 

Clubs to provide an outstanding 
weekend of events for members 
who have supported us for so long.
Appealing to our diverse BMW 
community, the Flat Out Classic 
features a car show, autocross 
clinic, autocross and high-
performance driving event. 
Members are invited to experience 
the newly repaved, sixteen turn-
two and half mile Heartland Park, 
the same track seen on ESPN and 
ABC. 

The Midwest’s premier BMW 
festival, the Flat Out Classic, will be 
held June 9-11 at Heartland Park 
in Topeka, Kansas. Heartland Park 
is a true “driver’s track” and this 
event is the perfect way to spend 
a summer weekend. Join BMW 
enthusiasts from the entire Midwest 
to connect with old friends and 
make new ones. Be one of the first 
to drive the new surface! 
The Flat Out Classic is hosted by 
the Kansas City, St. Louis, Iowa, 
Great Plains and Sunbelt Chapters 
of the BMW CCA.

2017 Flat Out Classic Driving School - June 9-11 
by David Brighton
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Results of Board of 
Directors Elections
We welcome Dwight Olson, Cedar Rapids, to 
our board! We thank Jeff Daly for his many 
years of service to our club! The board is 
looking forward to a busy and exciting year of 
events for our chapter!

Welcome
& Thank You

Tire Rack 
Street Survival

Sunday, May 7
8:30 am – 5:00 pm.

Iowa Speedway Parking Lot
3333 Rusty Wallace Drive

Newton, IA

Last call for students and 
volunteers!! For more information 

or student registration, visit 
http://streetsurvival.org. 

Welcome New Members
Eugene Maahs ................................................................................... Adel
Stacey Sholley ................................................................................... Des Moines
Devin Schardt .................................................................................... Burlington
Edwin Downey ................................................................................... Cedar Rapids
Dyrk Huffman ..................................................................................... Muscatine
Larry Eason ........................................................................................ Cedar Rapids
Stephen J. Exel .................................................................................. Des Moines
David E. Baumann ............................................................................. Epworth
Ben Wardlow ...................................................................................... Martelle



Simpson Motorsports Inc.
Jim Simpson

319-351-1269
3577 Perch Dr. SE

Iowa City, IA 52240

6  N E W S W E R K S

Please join your fellow BMW club members 
for our June social at the Winestyles store 
in Johnston. The store is located behind the 
Burger King on the east side of 86th Street, 
just north of I-80/I-35.
Our hosts, Allan and Gina Graham, 
graciously provided our club a complimentary 
tasting event. You’ll be introduced to several 
white and red wines which Allan will describe 
and have the opportunity to purchase 
appetizers of your choosing.. from cheese 
plates to small individual pizzas. You’ll also 
have the opportunity to purchase wine, beer, 

cheese and related gift items. More 
information about their store and its 
wine, beer and cheese clubs can be 
found on their website:  
http://www.winestylesjohnston.com/
IMPORTANT! For us to appropriately plan 
for your attendance, you must RSVP no later 
than Friday, June 2 to either Alison Bell 
(bmwchickm3@hotmail.com) or Rick Talbot 
(rickminir59@gmail.com). We look forward to 
seeing you at this unique club social event! 

June BMW Club Social 
Tuesday, June 6 at 6:30 pm

Winestyles
8460 Birchwood Ct. #500, Johnston, IA 50131



Yup, I took on another fairly major car repair. OK, 
two projects. Maybe you would count it as three. 
Once again we have purchased two cars to make 
one. Car One has a nice motor, but a well cooked ZF 
transmission, (and a bunch of maintenance issues 
which are not going to be addressed). Car Two is going 
to be the car which rolls under its own power in the 
end. Car Two was ‘a car guys’ car. One owner, well 
cared for, plenty of very new maintenance parts. Nice 
performance upgrades like Koni shocks, the titanium 
DISA valve repair, all new cooling system parts, nice 
tires and wheels, sport seats, fresh brakes and a 
manual transmission with a new clutch. The bad news, 
the cam bearings are failing. The cam bearings are 
being eaten away by what must have been a period 
of no oil pressure or maybe it was just one of those 
things. That motor is not going to be economically 
repairable. We could replace the expensive cam 
trays in the engine, or not. As we were diagnosing the 
condition of the engine…. it kinda, sorta dropped a 
valve. The motor was running, the upper end sounded 
horrible, and then it wasn’t running. If you turn it over 
by hand, there is definitely a hard stop that you can 
pull up against about a full revolution in either direction. 
Bummer. A sort of damaged engine now fully damaged. 
That failure was unexpected. 
I am traveling a lot at the moment and when I last saw 
Car One, the engine was out and on an engine stand. 
The car was pushed out of the garage. (If you read 
this soon, that means: Parts Still Available). The new 
thermostat housing is installed. The new water pump is 
installed. The rocker cover gasket, the oil filter housing 
gasket, and the pan gasket are new and installed. It 
will need the pilot shaft bearing, flywheel and clutch 
assembly moved from the broken Car Two engine. 
Exhaust headers yet to be addressed. 
Car Two is only half ready for a transplant. The engine 
accessories have been pulled aside, the intake 
manifold removed, oil and antifreeze drained, but 
the exhaust and transmission are still attached. 
Both of those interfaces can be troublesome, but 
other than that, the engine can be extracted. We 
will know more by Wednesday evening. 

Project Three is an interesting case. A fresh motor 
rebuild, with lots of go fast parts brought to ruin by 
the harmonic balancer crankshaft bolt not being 
tightened completely. This huge bolt on the very front 
of the engine is supposed to have three hundred foot 
pounds of torque. Not something that is likely to back 
out by itself. This bolt not being tightened allowed 
the harmonic balancer to rattle back and forth on the 
woodruff key. It also didn’t dampen any harmonics but 
created many of its own. So, where do these sharp 
transients go that occur when every piston accepts a 
power stroke? In this case, it was first noticed in the 
clutch. A fancy go fast clutch had the rivets sheared 
off by the transients. This was a new clutch pressure 
plate, manufactured by a bullet proof clutch supplier 
bolted to a lightened flywheel. In fifteen hundred miles, 
the clutch failed a second time, at which time we 
discovered the front crankshaft bolt was only finger 
tight by the noise of the harmonic balancer rattling back 
and forth on the crankshaft. The harmonic balancer 
pounded against the woodruff key so hard that the 
balancer cannot be removed. It can be rocked back 
and forth but is not removable. So, new crank, rod 
bearings, main bearings, flywheel, clutch, harmonic 
balancer, and woodruff key have been ordered. The 
lower end of this engine will simply be replaced. This 
engine only has about fifteen hundred miles on a fancy 
go-fast rebuild, so pistons, rods, and the head are all 
new and will be reused as is. Ideally this engine will get 
reassembled, and stuck back in a pretty red M3 before 
I leave, in the next twelve days. Why, because I will be 
out of the country for a couple 
months. More on that 
story when I return. 

Yet Another Car by Bryan McCoy

  M A Y / J U N E  2 0 1 7  7

I O W A  C H A P T E R  B M W  C C A  •  w w w . b m w i a . o r g



8  N E W S W E R K S

2017 Annual Dinner and Awards Banquet 
by David Brighton

A small, but attentive and appreciative crowd gathered 
the evening of February 18 in Coralville with interesting 
BMW’s parked in the parking lot. The evening started 
with a delicious buffet style meal with wine supplied by 
Cedar Ridge. 
Historical BMW aficionado and collector, Scott Hughes, 
the featured speaker, entertained the crowd with his 
story of collecting, restoring and racing vintage BMW 
automobiles. Scott made all attendees feel a part of his 
story.
Following featured speaker, Scott Hughes, the awards 
portion of the evening concluded with Mike Williams 
receiving the coveted Member of the Year award. Jan 
Gerber was awarded the trophy 
for winning the Iowa BMW CCA 
autocross points total for 2016.
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MARCH

10ANNUAL DINNER
MARCH 10, 2018

DES MOINES AREA

MARK YOUR 
CALENDARS!!
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BMW CCA Iowa Chapter had our March tech session 
at Minor Wreck Express. Located in Johnston, Minor 
Wreck Express is a premier auto body shop for dent 
repair, paint chip and scratch repair. In addition, they 
can professionally repair and restore your car’s leather, 
vinyl, plastic or fabric interior to a like-new condition.
Owner Jamie Lasher has been working in auto body 
and reconditioning business for over 25 years. Jamie 
has operated several businesses in automotive 
reconditioning and has developed revolutionary 
“AutoRecon Paint Restoration System.” AutoRecon 
is considered one of the best paint reconditioning 
systems on the market. It is used by car dealerships, 
independent auto detailing shops, and reconditioning 
professionals across the country.
The dozen-plus members of the BMW CCA Iowa 
Chapter were treated to several great demonstrations. 
First, after a tour of the clean and spacious facility, 
we were shown the ventilated paint booth and a 
quick tutorial on matching paint. Jamie showed us the 

importance of lighting 
in matching paint by 
illuminating what, at 
first, appeared to be 
two black paint cards, 
but under the ‘true’ light 
of his special spotlight 
turned out as green-
black and dark purple. 
While going through more of Minor Wreck Express’ 
nearly endless paint cards, Jamie explained how one of 
the stand-out considerations they make while selecting/
mixing colors is to account for the variations factories 
can make in their own colors. He explained that not 
every Hellrot Red M3 will have the same color paint. If 
your car was one of the first of its color to be painted 
at the factory, even with the cleaning done of the paint 
lines, it will still have a slight tint of the previous colors. 
As more cars go through the process this difference 
can become more minute. 

BMW CCA Iowa Chapter Had  
Our March Tech Session at  
Minor Wreck Express by Joshua Metz
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With everyone’s mind still reeling trying to think if our 
color is really the color we’ve always known them to 
be, we walked to a difference section of the body shop 
to a crimson car hood on a stand. Once everyone 
gathered around, Jamie’s partner, Dave Huskey, 
demonstrated the multi-stage process of removing 
scratches and properly buffing out the blemish to the 
point of invisibility. 
Following the scratch removal demonstration, the club 
got a quick lesson on rust, and how even a small spot 

of rust on the outside of a panel is often just the tip of 
the iceberg. Flipping over a white fender located next 
to the hood, Jamie revealed a nearly 50% rusted sheet 
of metal where before was just a quarter sized spot of 
rust that could probably be found on five cars in your 
work’s parking lot. 
Next, we learned that Minor Wreck also offers plastic 
bumper repairs. Dave showed us how professional a 
plastic bumper can look even after suffering a fender 
bender. 
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The club moved outside for the second-to-last 
demonstration, where Dave got to show off his paint-
matching talent by mixing paint on the spot to match 
a club member’s Hellrot red for a paint chip fill-in 
demonstration. He explained that the “AutoRecon 
Paint Restoration System” uses a special kind of paint 
that is more durable than most others available for 
home use. He exhibited this by wiping away several 
previously filled-in rock chips (after asking the owner’s 
permission of course) then using the needle-like paint 
pen found within the AutoRecon kit. 
In the short time the chips were drying, we were 
shown how easy it can be to have the worn-out 
buttons on your car’s console replaced. Minor Wreck 
Express now carries precision cut button replacements 
for most major car manufactures, including BMW.
With the paint dried and a quick wipe of the same cloth 
that removed the previous paint to show it not only 
dries quickly, but will not be removed so easily, we 

moved back inside. Once we entered a new section of 
the shop we were treated to a fast tutorial on leather 
seat repair as part of the “Surface Repair Service” 
business. Jamie explained to us that a punctured seat 
cushion doesn’t need to be a $500 seat replacement. 
He went through several steps on preparing and 
attaching the repair material. At Minor Wreck, they 
are detail-oriented enough to match the pattern of 
the leather on the repair material for an astonishingly 
seamless repair.
We could not have asked for a more knowledgeable 
and talented team to host our March Tech Session. 
For anyone interested in knowing more about any of 
the many services offered by Minor Wreck Express, 
Auto Recon Supply, and Surface Repair Services, 
they are located at 5530 N.W. Beaver Drive, Suite 
#400 in Johnston and can be found online at www.
minorwreck.com, www.autoreconsupply.com and www.
surfacerepairservice.com respectively.



Hoosier Tires Direct .Com carries the full range of Hoosier road 
race tires at similar savings and is located in the Des Moines, IA 
area. We will meet or beat any advertised prices for Hoosier R6 
track tires. Please visit us online at www.hoosiertiresdirect.com

Example sale prices for sets of Hoosier R6 
track tires we can provide for your BMW:

245/35/18 Hoosier R6: $319.06
225/40/18 Hoosier R6: $309.06
275/35/18 Hoosier R6: $329.06
245/40/18 Hoosier R6: $319.06

255/35/18 Hoosier R6: $329.06
235/35/19 Hoosier R6: $339.06
285/30/18 Hoosier R6: $339.06
265/35/19 Hoosier R6: $349.06
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BMW of Dubuque

Doug Warthan
Dealer Principal

Jeff Wilson
BMW Sales Manager

Mark Simmons
BMW Client Advisor

Mike Olsen
BMW Client Advisor

Jay Burgus
BMW Service Advisor

www.BMWofDubuque.com

600 Century Drive, Dubuque, IA 52002  800.373.CARS

BMW of Dubuque has earned 
the BMW North America 

Center of Excellence Award!
The highest ranking combined sales and 

service customer satisfaction.

Come and find out why our 
customers travel from as far as 

Chicago and Des Moines to 
experience BMW of Dubuque.

Brian Decker
BMWMaster Technician





IOWA CHAPTER BMW CCA
PO BOX 42113
URBANDALE, IA 50323

MARK ZIMMERMAN BMW

319-366-4000
SALES:

MON-THURS: 9AM-8PM
FRI: 9AM-6PM • SAT: 9AM-5PM

SERVICE:
MON-FRI: 7AM-6PM
SAT: 8AM-12 NOON

SERIES X
Chris 
Branstad
Manager

Brett 
Merck
Service 
Advisor

Tyler 
Nesset
Sales

Corey 
Smith
BMW 
Tech

Karl 
Reddies
BMW 
Tech

Paul 
Bixby
Sales


