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Calendar of Events:
March - September 2018 
Events, club activities, and all happenings BMW

Change of Address Information
Please send your requests for address changes 
directly to the National Office at the address below. 
The local chapters have to receive this information 
from them and cannot change this information 
themselves. Please send a note with your proper 
information to the National office at:

Roundel, BMW CCA, Inc.
Address Changes
640 South Main Street, Suite 210
Greenville, SC 29601

Or email to: BMWCClub@aol.com (yes, 2”C’s)
Or on the website: BMWCCA.org

Follow us on Facebook and look for details 
on upcoming events in email blasts.  
facebook.com/bmwccia

March
March 13
Informal Social
Bordenaro’s
Des Moines
March 24
Tech Session
Swirl Free Detail
Adel

April
April 9
Informal Social
Royal Mile
Des Moines
April 14
Spring Drive to
Eastern Iowa 
April 21
Tech Session
MINI dealership
Des Moines

May
May 8
Informal Social
Mi Patria
West Des Moines

June
June 8-10
Longest Day Driving School
RPM – outside of Glenwood

July
July 9-15
Oktoberfest
Pittsburg, PA
July 22
Iowa Cubs Day
Des Moines

August
August 2-5
IMSA/Tudor Races
Rock America,  
Elkhart Lake, WI
August 19
Annual Picnic
Des Moines

September
September 9
Des Moines  
Concours d’Elegance
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With the changing dynamics of BMW vehicle purchases, 
more and more sport activity vehicles are being sold 
by all major car companies with a decline in traditional 
sedans and sports cars. What is the future of our car 
club, or any car club with the focus on “car culture” and 
belonging to an organization especially designed for 
people who love cars? 

As widely reported, many timeless organizations with a 
rich history of membership have lost membership over 
the last decade or so. It appears many organizations 
with a tradition of people belonging to that organization 
because of the mutual beliefs of the members, have all 
seen a decline in attracting new and younger members 
to replace older members when they leave the club or 
organization. As the national BMW CCA grapples with 
how to adapt to a new generation of car enthusiasts 
who may share many of the same values as the current 
membership, how do we get those younger people 
involved with the current club.

What does our club need to do to attract and retain 
members who may not feel the same attraction to 
joining organizations because of a mutual interest? As 
our local club is not growing at a pace we would expect 
to be healthy, we must change in order to bring in new 
members who have many of the same interests as 

current members. The question then arises, what new 
and different activities should we offer, or how do we 
need to change our structure to ensure the longevity of 
the organization we care so deeply about. All current 
Board members are open to discussion involving this 
topic. Please contact a Board member with your opinions.
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President’s Corner
by David Brighton

Thanks to the sponsors of the 2016 Annual Dinner

www.bmwia.org
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Not too early to mark your calendars for our Spring Drive!
April 14
By: Dwight Olson

Yes, “Spring Drive”….. someday Spring will come and 
our club will again welcome it in with our annual Spring 
Drive.

This year we will take a scenic, Highway 6 route from a 
launch point at BMW of Des Moines (or wherever you 
desire to join in).  We will first find our way to Cedar Ridge 
Winery and Distillery in Swisher, just south of Cedar 
Rapids.  There we will have a fresh tour of the rapidly 
expanding “American Distillery of the Year according to 
the American Distillers Institute!”, winery and vineyard.  
While there we will have 
a lunch of great gourmet 
wood fired pizzas and 
small plates.  New since 
our last club visit to Cedar 
Ridge is a change in the 
Iowa law to allow them 
to sell us wine, beer and 
spirits by the glass after 
we’ve done a fun tasting 
at the tasting bar.
From there we will 
meander toward the 
Quad Cities, then south 
and west along the river 
via Burlington to quaint 
little Kalona.  In Kalona, 
we can browse the small 
little main street for a bit 
of relaxation, and then 
an early dinner there, 
most likely at the Tuscan 

Moon restaurant.  Great restaurant with both indoor and 
outdoor seating.

After dinner, we will go west, east, north or south back 
to our homes.

Should be a full day of lots of scenic BMW time, 
comradery and food/beverage.  Please mark your 
calendars to block out April 14.  More details as we get 
closer to “Spring”.

Coming in April or May - Tire Rack Street Survival
We have not been able to secure a location for this event 
yet, but we hope to announce the date and location 
soon.  Please watch for details on our website, our 

Facebook page and our email blasts. We will be looking 
for students and volunteers.  Hope to see you there! 
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Iowa Chapter To Visit MINI of Des Moines
Saturday, April 21 - 9 am
By: Rick Talbot

Most Iowa Chapter members are aware that BMW owns 
MINI and given the past few years’ transition of the MINI 
models to the latest third generation F series, MINIs are 
even more BMW-like in their composition and features…
yet still retain their famous and totally enjoyable “go kart 
handling”.  I know…I own one and drive MINI models 
regularly.
 The Iowa Chapter has accepted an invitation from Chris 

Ruggeri, Motoring Manager, MINI of Des Moines, to 
provide us an overview of the MINI lineup. Of particular 
interest will be his comparison of the recently updated 
Mini Countryman All4 with BMW’s own X1 models..a 
bit of “compare and contrast” discussion.  No sales 
pressure; just an opportunity to learn about MINIs and 
enjoy time with fellow club members and drive some 
great vehicles…so “What’s Not to Like?”

We’ll see a variety of MINI models 
and have the opportunity to ask 
questions and later, get the chance to 
test drive MINIs.  We’re all “car crazy” 
so take this opportunity to learn more 
about BMW’s MINI lineup.  Breakfast 
pizza, donuts and beverages will 
be provided.  Please let Rick Talbot 
know by April 16th if you’re planning 
to attend so breakfast needs can 
be determined (rickminir59@gmail.
com or 515-782-1429).  Hope to see 
you there!

Tech Session - Swirl Free Detail
Saturday, March 24 - 10 am
By: Chris Riester

For our March tech session we 
will be going to Swirl Free Detail 
at 26416 289th Place Suite F, 
Adel, IA 50003.  

Jeff Oswald has agreed to 
host us and go over proper car 
washing methods and some 
basic car care information.  We 
will be joining him in his shop 
from 10 am to 12 noon and 
see him do a quick wash to 
show proper techniques and 

bad habits to avoid.  He will also 
be covering Gtechniq ceramic 
coatings and answering any 
questions you have about that new 
technology.  He will have cards on 
Gtechniq and have a large supply 
of autofiber microfiber towels for 
sale if anyone is interested as 
well.

Be sure to join us in this 
informative event.

www.bmwia.org


6  N E W S W E R K S

LDDS – BMW CCA Iowa Chapter Driving School Time Again
June 8-10
By: Manoj Tomar

The Longest Day Driving School is one of our longest-
standing High Performance Driving Events. This year’s 
school will be held at the Raceway Park of the Midlands 
(near Council Bluffs) on June 8-10. 

This traditional event always includes some of the same 
elements - fun on the track, good times with fellow club 
members and enthusiasts, and several social gatherings 
as part of the whole event. And 
each year, we try to add some 
new features to complement 
both the instructional side 
and the fun factor. This year 
we are joining forces with 
SCCA - Des Moines Valley 
Region to offer a Time Trial 
event during our driving 
school. 

Raceway Park of the Midlands 
(RPM) is one of the best 
tracks available for learning 
more about high performance 
driving and car control. The 
track layout is considered very 
technical, so figuring out the best line through its large 
variety of corner shapes can be challenging. Meanwhile, 
it has very low penalties for doing something wrong, 
unlike tracks that are lined with steel (“Armco”) barriers 
or concrete walls. Advanced drivers can keep working on 
new techniques with only the grass as the main casualty 
from error. And, novices find RPM very easy to get used 
to while learning what high-performance driving is all 
about. No matter how much or how little experience you 
have behind the wheel, on the street or the track, our 
driving schools will make you a better driver.

BMW CCA driving schools are among the best values 
and experiences for the money. All BMW CCA driving 
schools are similar as to basic format - Run groups are 
divided based on experience, all students will have in-car 

instructors for the entirety of every on-track run session. 
Track sessions are typically 25-30 min’s, and each run 
group usually is scheduled for 3 to 4 track sessions/
day, interspersed with required classroom instruction 
sessions.

We have an excellent safety record and an experienced 
corps of experienced volunteer Instructors. You’ll learn 

a lot about car control, you’ll find 
yourself much more comfortable 
at speed than you thought possible 
– and you’ll have a lot of fun!  
You’ll be paired up with an in-car 
instructor for the weekend, plus 
you’ll have a number of classroom 
sessions to learn more about the 
dynamics of high-performance 
driving and techniques.

So, whether you are an 
experienced driver or just want 
to improve your basic on-road 
driving skills significantly, whether 
you have a fully track-modified 
BMW M3, another brand of sports 

car, or a re gular everyday economy car, we welcome all 
driving enthusiasts.  The Longest Day Driving School is 
open to all licensed drivers 18 years of age or older of all 
skill levels, and we love novice students.  Similar to past 
events, we will also offer a “Taste Of The Track” option for 
those who are not ready to do the full driving school but 
want to explore driving schools. The Taste Of The Track 
includes riding with an instructor “at speed,” attending 
classroom sessions, and all the social functions at the 
school.

Registration will open at Motorsportreg.com in coming 
weeks, and we will have additional information posted on 
the club’s website about the host hotel and full weekend 
schedule.
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2018 Recap Prisum
By: Bryan McCoy

2017 was an interesting year.  I realize it is early spring 
and all the reflections usually happen in December.  But 
there are things from last year that should be reviewed.  
In the year of 2017 there were two months at sea with 
a research ship looking for Amelia Earhart’s airplane.  
There was a move from Cedar Rapids to Des Moines, 
which included significant house renovation and the 
building of an automotive appropriate garage / workshop. 
There was retirement after thirty years with Rockwell 
Collins.  And there was a month in Australia with the 
Iowa State University Solar Car team. A busy year to be 
sure. Nothing like packing a lifetime of emotional events 
into a single year. 

The solar car team was quite interesting.  The car 
construction started on a single leader’s goal to take 
the team to the Bridgestone World Solar Car Challenge.  
Matt Goode chose Iowa State based on the fact that 
ISU had a solar car team. The solar car team is what 
he wanted to participate in.  He had already converted 
a jeep to electric drive as a high school student, using 
the technology of the time with lead acid batteries and 
an AC motor.  The beauty of the AC motor controller is 
the ability to have regeneration, to change the kinetic 
energy back to electrical potential energy as you slow 
down.  Matt graduated in December and will move on to 
project management at SpaceX.  We wish him the best 
in this challenging endeavor.   

The ISU team consists of one hundred and twenty 
students from all disciplines. The team members had 
to develop on their own a multi disciplinary skill set as 
diverse as suspension design, carbon fiber layup and 
processing to complete the aero design.  The electrical 
and computer design was new from the ground up. This 
race required significantly more business management 
than previous efforts. Two years were spent building 
the car.  They got the car and the lithium batteries to 
Australia by air.  They competed in the most difficult 
solar car race in the world and represented themselves 
and Iowa State University very respectably.  The Cruiser 
class requires a car with two or more passengers and an 
ability to be usable as a daily vehicle.  As an example of 
the level of difficulty, fourteen cars entered the Cruiser 

class.  Eleven cars passed scrutineering, and three 
finished the race in the allotted time. In the overall field of  
forty two solar car entries, ISU finished seventeenth. The 
team that carried the car to Australia consisted of only 
fifteen of these students. The next planned event will be 
the American Solar Car Challenge which runs this July 
from Hastings NE to Burns OR, 1700 miles. There is a 
lot of work for them to accomplish between now and July.  
It is a tremendous group of students. If you are in the 
mood to hire, consider asking about this group. They are 
an intelligent, diverse, mature group of students looking 
for summer internships and full time employment after 
graduation. 

Besides these minimal activities, I did purchase one car, 
sold three, and tried to purchase another, and traded 
my daughter’s Lexus for yet another BMW.  The aborted 
purchase was an E46.  I know the E46 well and was ready 
to take on another.  I didn’t expect the car to run safely 
from Minnesota to Iowa, so I pulled the trailer up north 
to look it over.  Unfortunately it wasn’t quite as described 
and I chose to pass. This car had every need that any 
E46 I have ever seen needed.  The crank case ventilation 
tubing was broken, the intake hose was cracked and 
taped, the power steering was leaking, the O2 sensors 
were complaining, and worst of all, the cooling system 
was leaking and was filled with frozen water. Very much 
not good. Other than that it looked like a great car. Side 
note: If you have an E46 and haven’t bought the cooling 
system kit from BavAuto, take the time now to order the 
parts. It will save you the possible loss of an engine in 
the very near future. Cooling system maintenance on 
any of the late model BMWs with the plastic tanks, hose 
fittings, and thermostat housings could be an article in 
itself.  These parts have limited thermal-cycle life and 
need to  be replaced on a calendar basis, not waiting 
until they fail. The installation is quite straight forward and 
easily accomplished by any of the members with a few 
wrenches and a skinned knuckle. If you have an E90 or 
any of the models with an electric water pump, the time 
is probably up for that part as well. They live about 60-80 
k miles and should be replaced.   Please use OEM parts, 
as they are better than the cheaper parts available. 

www.bmwia.org
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Chili &
EvEntKarting
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By David Brighton

A hearty group of members met at MB2 Raceway on 
Sunday, January 21 to share a fantastic group of chili 
and desserts prepared by the attendees. 

Great stories were shared before the racers were split 
into two groups, with everyone demonstrating their 
racing skills acquired at various tracks. Several non-
racers cheered on their favorite drivers to great results.
This has been one of our favorite events each year and 
is proven by larger and larger groups each year.

www.bmwia.org
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By: Brian McCoy

I expect many of you will get the chance to travel 
internationally, and when doing so, may have the 
opportunity to drive on other country’s roads.  I have had 
the good fortune to drive on the wrong side of the road 
in Australia.  The good news is that the roads in Australia 
are excellent. Excellent if you stay on the regularly 
traveled highways.  In the coastal areas of Australia, 
all the main and side roads are quality hard surfaced.  
In central Australia, the Stewart Highway through the 
Outback is now fully paved, but there are no paved side 
roads.  The side roads are just red dirt cut through the 
scrub brush.  Even when it is dry, the vehicles that have 
been ‘off road’ are totally covered with caked dirt. 

The experience of driving on the left side of the road in a 
right hand drive car is interesting.  You start off thinking 
it is going to be OK as you head down the open road.  
The gear shift gets comfortable in your left hand.  The 

standard H pattern is correct with first gear being to the 
left and up.  The clutch, brake, and throttle are under the 
proper feet.  The lane position takes a little getting used 
to.  Where you look, as in all driving, is the key.  Typically 
when driving in the US you tend to look down the left 
wheel track or maybe the center of the road.  This is a 
habit that needs to be retrained.  For the first several days 
your vehicle position in the road tends to hang too far to 
the left, sort of off the left side of the road. After following 
other cars for a while you are able to center the vehicle 
pretty well in the lane.  The next challenge is turning a 
corner.  Everything about turning is different.  As you 
wait at a corner preparing to turn your brain tells you 
that there are oncoming cars in the lane you want to turn 
into.  Then it slowly dawns on you that, Oh yeah, I need 
to be over there on the left side of that road.  Going out 
far enough in the intersection to miss the center divider 
is a mental struggle for days.  So, you signal your right 
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turn by flipping the turn signal stock up, and for the third 
time that day the windshield wipers start flipping back 
and forth on high.  Yes, the turn signal stock is located 
on the right side of the steering wheel, next to the right 
door, to be actuated by your right hand, not your left. The 
left stock is the windshield wipers. 

Australia has a lot of roundabouts. We don’t have 
that many in Iowa, but the concept is the same.  You 
approach the roundabouts and 
watch carefully for other cars 
entering or already in the circle, 
yielding to other traffic as you 
enter. In Australia the traffic in a 
roundabout travels in a clockwise 
manner, and you enter on the 
left.  This would seem obvious 
when you think about it but again 
a learning experience when you 
actually perform the maneuver for 
yourself.  Your sense of where to 
look for traffic is all out of kilter. The 
more interesting thing happens 
when you come home after driving 
hundreds of roundabouts for 
six weeks.  Seeing one in Iowa 
causes a directional struggle in 
your brain. Driving on the left side 
of the road extends to other areas 

in the country as well.  As you walk down the 
sidewalk, you will find people coming directly 
toward you there as well.  You are expected to 
walk on the left side of the sidewalk, not the 
right, when Down Under. The pedestrian traffic 
doesn’t ‘give way’ to the fool American on the 
sidewalk.  This American had to take to the 
shoulder until he figured out that what happens 
on the street also happens on the sidewalk. 

The requirement to relearn how to drive when 
returning is real.  Almost immediately after 
an extended stay overseas, I was driving in 
California.  We were on a back roads black 
top, and a truck pulled out wide onto the road 
toward us, leaving him in the right lane. It was 
perfectly normal for me to then also pull onto 
his street on the left side and go past him as I 
had been doing for weeks before. Only my wife 

asking me why I was in the wrong lane brought me back 
to this country.  Pulling into that lane certainly seemed 
normal for the moment.  I would encourage you to travel 
including internationally whenever the opportunity arises.  
It raises your world view and exercises your mind.  Even 
in areas where you thought you had good control, like 
driving.  G’day Mates.

www.bmwia.org
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Simpson Motorsports Inc.
Jim Simpson

319-351-1269
3577 Perch Dr. SE

Iowa City, IA 52240

Welcome New Members
Bergeson, Linda G  .....................................................................Urbandale 
Buising, Robert Jr  .....................................................................Johnston 
McGinn, William F .......................................................................Council Bluffs 
Klemme, Kent..............................................................................Ankeny 
Hatfield, Sam  ..............................................................................Des Moines

www.simpsonmotorsportus.com
www.photoproonline.com
www.bavauto.com


Hoosier Tires Direct .Com carries the full range of Hoosier road 
race tires at similar savings and is located in the Des Moines, IA 
area. We will meet or beat any advertised prices for Hoosier R6 
track tires. Please visit us online at www.hoosiertiresdirect.com

Example sale prices for sets of Hoosier R6 
track tires we can provide for your BMW:

245/35/18 Hoosier R6: $319.06
225/40/18 Hoosier R6: $309.06
275/35/18 Hoosier R6: $329.06
245/40/18 Hoosier R6: $319.06

255/35/18 Hoosier R6: $329.06
235/35/19 Hoosier R6: $339.06
285/30/18 Hoosier R6: $339.06
265/35/19 Hoosier R6: $349.06
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www.hoosiertiresdirect.com
www.bavauto.com
www.bellwetherfinancialadvisors.com
www.bmwia.org


BMW of Dubuque

Doug Warthan
Dealer Principal

Jeff Wilson
BMW Sales Manager

Mark Simmons
BMW Client Advisor

Mike Olsen
BMW Client Advisor

Jay Burgus
BMW Service Advisor

www.BMWofDubuque.com

600 Century Drive, Dubuque, IA 52002  800.373.CARS

BMW of Dubuque has earned 
the BMW North America 

Center of Excellence Award!
The highest ranking combined sales and 

service customer satisfaction.

Come and find out why our 
customers travel from as far as 

Chicago and Des Moines to 
experience BMW of Dubuque.

Brian Decker
BMWMaster Technician

http://www.BMWofDubuque.com
www.bmwofdubuque.com


www.bmwofdavenport.com


IOWA CHAPTER BMW CCA
PO BOX 42113
URBANDALE, IA 50323

MARK ZIMMERMAN BMW

319-366-4000
SALES:

MON-THURS: 9AM-8PM
FRI: 9AM-6PM • SAT: 9AM-5PM

SERVICE:
MON-FRI: 7AM-6PM
SAT: 8AM-12 NOON

SERIES X
Chris 
Branstad
Manager

Brett 
Merck
Service 
Advisor

Tyler 
Nesset
Sales

Corey 
Smith
BMW 
Tech

Karl 
Reddies
BMW 
Tech

Paul 
Bixby
Sales

www.zimmermansbmw.com



