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Calendar of Events:
September - November 2018 
Events, club activities, and all happenings BMW

Change of Address Information
Please send your requests for address changes 
directly to the National Office at the address below. 
The local chapters have to receive this information 
from them and cannot change this information 
themselves. Please send a note with your proper 
information to the National office at:

Roundel, BMW CCA, Inc.
Address Changes
640 South Main Street, Suite 210
Greenville, SC 29601

Or email to: BMWCClub@aol.com (yes, 2”C’s)
Or on the website: BMWCCA.org

Follow us on Facebook and look for details 
on upcoming events in email blasts.  
facebook.com/bmwccia

September
September 9
Des Moines  
Concours d’Elegance
September 11
Informal Social
El Bait Shop
Des Moines

October
October 9
Informal Social 
Hessen Haus
Des Moines
October 20-21
Fall Colors by Kathys Drive
Eastern Iowa and Western Illinois

November
November 13
Informal Social
Wine Styles
Johnston
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Most people join the BMW CCA “because of the cars and 
stay because of the people.” That is a common phrase 
heard at meetings and it is really true. But what most 
people don’t realize, there are many reasons to become 
a member of our club. There is a high percentage of 
members who don’t utilize all of the privileges of being a 
BMW CCA member. It is quite obvious that we have the 
best car magazine on the market, and the membership 
fee is well-worth receiving the Roundel in the mail every 
month.  

But what are some other “member benefits” which are not 
quite so obvious? Most BMW dealers and many BMW 
independent shops offer discounts on parts and labor to 
club members. Now, if a three-year club membership is 
purchased, you may be eligible immediately for $250.00 
to $1,500.00 cash back on the purchase or lease of a new 
or certified pre-owned BMW! We have an ombudsman 
who can help with disputes related to the manufacturer, 
dealer, repair shop, parts supplier and others. We have 
technical service advisors who can diagnose problems 
with your car when you cannot find an answer in other 
places. Frank Patek, Executive Director of the BMW 
CCA, has worked diligently to create agreements with 
many national companies to offer discounts for BMW 
CCA members. 

A partial list of these companies are; Worlds of Discovery 

attractions, Hertz rentals, Brooks Brothers clothing, 
Liberty Mutual insurance, Michelin and Goodyear 
tires, Griots Garage, ///M Performance Driving School, 
BavSound, Nationwide Insurance, IHG hotels and 
ModBargins. A complete list of member benefits can be 
found on the National website at: https://www.bmwcca.
org/membershipbenefits/discounts. So, next time when 
you are thinking, “is my annual membership fee worth 
the cost?” I would say that you cannot afford to be 
without it if you own a BMW.
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President’s Corner
by David Brighton

Thanks to the sponsors of the 2018 Annual Dinner

Thank you to the sponsors of the 2018 Annual Dinner 

Thank you to the sponsors of the 2018 Annual Dinner 

https://www.bmwcca.org/membershipbenefits/discounts
www.bmwia.org
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October 20 & 21, 2018
Iowa Chapter BMWCCA Fall Colors by Kathys Drive

Destination:  Dubuque IA / Galena, IL

Mark your calendars now for a fall colors drive to eastern 
Iowa featuring international waypoints, lunch enroute 
and Saturday evening dinner at Brazen Open Kitchen & 
Bar in Dubuque.  We’ll start from the Bass Pro Parking 
lot under the water tower in Altoona at 8:00 am and will 
publish the lunch location so those outside Des Moines 
can join us there.   Sunday morning will be a short 
journey from Dubuque to Galena for all the time you 
wish to explore/shop.  

Route “home” will take us south along the Iowa side of 
the Great River Road but attendees are “free” to boogie 
home on their own schedule/route.

Fall Colors is prime touring time and hotels book early.  
We have a block of 10 rooms reserved under BMW Car 
Club of Iowa.  You need to call to book a room. The block 
expires on September 5, 2018.  You are welcome to try 
and find other lodging but it can be difficult this time of 
year in Dubuque.

Hotel Julien Dubuque 
200 Main Street, Dubuque, IA 52001
800.798.7098

563.556.4200
http://hoteljuliendubuque.com/
Double Queen Executive - $200 a night -
King Executive - $225 a night -
Expires September 5

RSVP! Please let us know you’re coming as we’ll need 
to confirm dinner count NLT October 15th.

Rick & Kathy Talbot 
rickminir59@gmail.com  

Chris & Kathy Kjellmark 
gamherobmw@gmail.com 

Brazen Open Kitchen & Bar
955 Washington St. Suite 101
Dubuque, IA 52001
https://www.brazenopenkitchen.com/

Photos above give a flavor of what you will see on the 
Fall Colors Tour!

http://hoteljuliendubuque.com/
mailto:rickminir59@gmail.com
mailto:gamherobmw@gmail.com
https://www.brazenopenkitchen.com/
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2018 Des Moines Concours d’Elegance™ 
By: David Brighton

The Iowa Chapter, BMW CCA is proud to be an exhibiter 
in the 2018 Des Moines Concours d’Elegance™ held at 
the Pappajohn Schulpture Park on Sunday, September 9. 
The Des Moines Concours d’Elegance™  is the premier 
automotive exhibition held in the Midwest each year and 
presents an invitation-only exhibition of more than 100 
vintage and classic motor vehicles. Our Chapter will be 
located in the car club section of the show and is inviting 

current members to display their cars in our exhibition 
space. If you would like to display your BMW, please 
contact David Brighton at dwbrighton@gmail.com or 
515-570-5549.

Street Survival
Des Moines Christian School was the location for 
another very success street survival school June 16! We 
had 24 students graduate from the program that day.

Be watching for our Fall TRSS date and location – to be 
announced soon!

TIRE RACK 

RECAP

mailto:dwbrighton@gmail.com
www.bmwia.org
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By: Bryan McCoy
In a different post I mentioned a word we use a lot at 
work, the emissivity of a material.  Websters definition 
of emissivity is:  The relative power of a surface to emit 
heat by radiation : the ratio of the radiant energy emitted 
by a surface to that emitted by a blackbody at the same 
temperature.   Clear as mud, right?  
 I got the following example from here:  http://www.
savenrg.com/efactorfacts.htm
Two identical cars are sitting in the sun in a parking lot for 
four hours in the summer.  One car has a black bumper, 
the other, a chrome bumper.  Which one is hotter? 
Black?  Makes sense, chrome reflects heat and black 
absorbs heat, everyone will agree on this. 
Now, think about touching the chrome seat belt buckle 
in your car, the ignition 
switch, or leaving a 
toolbox open in the sun 
and trying to pick up a 
chrome tool.  Want to 
change your answer? 
Reality:  The chrome 
bumper, tools and seat 
belt buckles are MUCH 
hotter (over time), than 
an identical surface 
painted black.  Why? 
Emissivity.
Emissivity is the scientific measurement of the ability for 
heat to radiate (leave), an object.   While it’s true black 
paint will heat up faster and chrome does reflect heat, 
the emissivity of these two surfaces are on opposite 
ends of the scale as seen below. 
Chrome has an emissivity of .04 while black paint emits 
radiant heat at a rate of .95.   The black bumper will heat 
up much faster but 95% of the heat that is absorbed is 
free to re-radiate at a rapid rate. 
The chrome bumper reflects 96% of the heat and only 
absorbs 4% but this heat is “trapped” in the bumper as 
only 4% can emit from the surface.  Immersed in a bath 
of infrared (the sun), the steel under the low emissivity 
surface of the chrome bumper will soon exceed that of 
the one painted flat black
So, what is cast iron you ask?  Say freshly turned, like 
say, a brake rotor.  Well the emissivity is awful:  0.44 
or only 44 percent of the energy can be radiated with 

infrared.  If the iron is polished the number could be as 
low as 0.14.  I believe brake rotors qualify as polished. If 
however the iron is rusted, or dirty the emissivity goes up 
to 0.71.  And this is a whole lot better.  Here is an infrared 
image of a brake rotor fresh after coming off the track at 
the Longest Day Driving event.  Note a couple things. 
The rotor where it is polished is apparently ‘cooler’ than 
the drilled holes.  The holes are either rusted or dirty 
with brake dust, and therefore have a higher emissivity, 
making the drilled hole appear hotter in the image.  I 
assure you that the holes are the same temperature as 
the surface. 
 
Note another interesting thing about the image.  The 

spokes are reflected in the surface of the rotor. This 
again has to do with emissivity.  We know the spokes 
of the wheel are hot, but they are not emitting very well, 
and the rotor even though it is much hotter, appears cool 
because the heat is not being radiated in infrared.  The 
rotor surface, however, reflects infrared well, so you see 
the heat of the alloy spokes in the reflection. You can 
also see the painted caliper and the black rubber tire, 
both of which have high emissivity, show up just fine in 
the thermal image. The black rubber has an emissivity of 
0.94, almost as good as a carbon blackbody.  Because 
of this, the rubber tire is cooling quickly. The Michelin 
symbol is raised and separated from the body of the tire 
and has cooled significantly, at least ten degrees so that 
it now stands out in a thermal image. 
I will toss this last image in just for beauty.  You may draw 
your own conclusions on the thermal emissions. 

http://www.savenrg.com/efactorfacts.htm
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By: Bryan McCoy

Having recently participated in the Street Survival school 
for young drivers, I had a thought on driving. I know, 
that doesn’t happen all that often.  The thought was: 
every activity we practiced during the driving portion of 
the class was a panic response.  It is a skid pad.  You 
practice the skid so you know what the car feels like 
when it enters a skid, and what to do about it.  You have 
a panic braking exercise.   You have a panic lane change 
exercise. All of these exercises have the initial word 
panic associated with them.  We practice them so we 
have done them and have survived.  And on the Street 
Survival day survived these exercises several times.  In 
the classroom we drill situational awareness.  But what 
is situational awareness exactly?  It is being aware 
that you are hanging out essentially in the blind spot 
of another driver, or more importantly, allowing another 
driver to hang out right off your quarter just because 
that is where the cruise control is set.  If, for example, 
performing an excellent emergency lane change just to 
cause an accident with the person beside you isn’t overall 
helpful.  Did you take time to look in that lane before the 
lane change, or check your mirror for a tailgater before 
that emergency braking situation?  Of course not.  You 
were focused on what was happening right in front of 

you.  Situational Awareness  is changing your speed so 
you are not tailgating, while waiting for traffic to change 
enough to pass.   It is changing your speed so you don’t 
have someone beside you, or you beside them so if 
there is an emergency lane change, it doesn’t cause an 
additional accident.  Clearly it is making and maintaining 
enough space around your car so any emergency action 
is totally under your control and doesn’t involve any 
other vehicles.  And you have to be doing this all the 
time.  Continually while driving.  Place your car so you 
have freedom to take any necessary action, regardless 
of traffic conditions.   It is hanging out behind the semi 
tractor trailer until there is good opportunity to pass, and 
taking that opportunity only when there is a place beyond 
the semi to go.  This is much better than being trapped 
beside him and held there by traffic.  I end up driving 
heavy vehicles quite often.  Just to be clear, they don’t 
handle well, and they don’t stop well.  Protecting the 
space in front of my vehicle regularly requires me to lift 
off the throttle when someone sees that open space and 
decides to move into it.  I need to slow a bit to recover the 
protected zone, then resume the traffic speed. It is just 
what you do when you are being  Situationally Aware. 

Situational
AwAreness

www.bmwia.org
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By: David Trachtenberg

It was a perfect day for baseball!  Temps in the low 80’s 
and sunny. Hope you were able to join us at Principal 
Park for the annual BMW Club day at the ball park. We 
watched our Cubbies beat the New Orleans Baby Cakes 
3-1.

Our club enjoyed both indoor and outdoor seating in two 
connected sky boxes.  The food included chicken wings 
and the usual hot dogs/brats/burgers.

We were able to display 10 cars in front of the ball park, 
including the new BMW X2, thanks to BMW of Des 
Moines. 

Don’t miss this annual event next year---tickets go 
quickly. See you next summer at Principal Park.

BASEBALL

Sunday, July 22, 1:08 pm 
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Sometimes you just
get carried away.
By: Bryan McCoy

CoParts.com is an interesting 
website.  It is a salvage car auction 
house. They get insurance claim vehicles, donated, and 
otherwise cars, trucks, trailers and boats.  But it isn’t 
a junk yard where you can pick parts, it is an auction 
house.  You bid on the car, and you take the car away.  
They have two sites in Iowa, one in Des Moines and one 
in Davenport.  I have not personally used their services 
but a couple friends have.  And being in DSM, one of 
them had me go to the local yard and investigate a car 
for him.  You have to sign in with a registered buyer 
number, put on the mandatory high visibility vest and 
you are allowed into the yard.  You can just bid from the 
website pictures, but being local it is good to actually see 
the car.  What impressed me first was the cleanliness of 
the yard, and of course the huge number of cars.  There 
were no random parts scattered around in lakes of oil 
like in many of the typical auto recyclers. CoParts exists 
all across the country and worldwide. They are affiliated 
with CrashedToys as well.  The Des Moines auctions 
start every week on Friday at noon.  The Davenport 
auctions are Wednesdays at noon.

I had never been to this site, so was new to all the 
details.  There were cars everywhere. In front of the 
building there didn’t appear to be any parking spots, 
and along the fence there was a sign for parking to the 
east.  I drove along the fence, past a sign asking you to 
park farther down. It appeared they were saving space 
up near the gate as a drop zone for incoming cars.  Did I 
mention there were cars everywhere?  

One of my friends who uses the services of CoParts 
would buy a car identified as ‘runs and drives’ sight 
unseen in Minnesota, take the Greyhound Bus up, repair 
the car sufficiently to drive it back to Ames, and finish the 
restoration to sell it again locally.  He has greater faith in 
his abilities then I have in mine. 

I signed in, got the initial first time explanations and the 
vest, and started walking.  I ran into another gentleman 

and chatted. He had been there two hours looking things 
over that he was interested in. He had talked earlier to 
an insurance investigator also looking things over.  We 
were near a few cars that looked like they had burned in 
place. This is interesting I thought, and looked closer. The 
culprit of the fire sure enough was a Tesla.  Not a good 
sign.  Looking the number up on the website showed the 
now burned Tesla to be a May of 2018 build date, and 
had come to the auction lot with a primary failure of flood 
damage.  Secondary failure: Burn.  Scary.  A brand new 
Tesla reduced to ash after water damage.   You might not 
want to drive it in the rain.
 
One of the regular users of the auction house said it was 
not unusual for the car batteries to be flat. I was prepared 
for this event with a battery and cables.  The car I was to 
research looked promising so I returned for my battery, 
but my car was no longer where I had left it.  This is 
not a good sign…. I returned to the office to investigate 
the untimely disappearance of my primary interest, a 
BMW all wheel drive wagon.   Apparently after the Iowa 
tornadoes and floods, they expect twelve hundred flood 
and tornado damaged cars, and the parking area had 
been pressed into service as staging area.  As a first 
time visitor, I didn’t know enough to stay well away from 
anything even remotely like a salvage car.  The radio 
chatter began. “Please bring back the blue BMW wagon, 
and make sure it still has the license plates. “  The girls 
in the office suggested perhaps that was what the guys 
were talking about when they were saying there was 
a car out here that looked awfully good to be there.  I 
should hope.  Apparently this has happened before, at 
least once that they would admit to. The gentleman who 
I had spoken with earlier in the lot?  He was in the office 
laughing harder than anyone.  All is well that ends well.  
The car is undamaged.  The vehicle I looked at for my 
friend is a possibility.  I will be interested to see what it 
goes for when it comes up for auction. 

www.bmwia.org
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By: Candy Gerber

The 8 members from the Iowa Chapter attending the 2018 
BMW O’Fest couldn’t have asked for better weather in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania the week of July 9th. The host 
hotel was the Sheraton Pittsburgh at Station Square, and 
they were extremely accommodating for the attendees. 
They had two parking lots only for BMW’s, including 
security.  The river boat landing that was utilized on two 
evenings was only a few feet from the side doors to the 
hotel.  
Monday was mainly used for checking into the hotel and 
registration for the event. There were a few meetings, but 
the main event for the day was the welcome party held 

at Station Square, using the convention facilities at the 
Sheraton. 
Tuesday’s schedule included the Road Rally in the 
morning, the Gymkhana, held indoors at the hotel along 
with dinner on a river boat. Jan and Candy Gerber won 
first place in Class B and 3rd overall on the rally. While 
running the Rally, Fred and Lynne Bell ran into a bit of 
trouble with a flat tire along the route, they were not able 
to complete the final leg.
Tuesday evening’s “Gilligan’s Island” dinner was aboard 
the Majesty Riverboat for a three hour tour. Thankfully 
this one didn’t end up shipwrecked! Several members 
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dressed up as characters from the series, including 
Stacy VanLengen as Maryanne and Joyce Deike as the 
island. There was even an S.S. Minnow costume with a 
cardboard cutout as the boat.
Wednesday was the Concourse day which was located 
at Heinz Field, the home of the Steelers. Entrants were 
parked by 9 a.m. with award winners announced at 1 
p.m. Don and Stacy VanLengen came in 2nd in the 4th 
Generation Clean Class with their modified 2005 E46 
M3.  That evening, dinner was “on our own”, so the 8 
Iowa Chapter members along with 2 Rocky Mountain 
Chapter members took the Monongahela Incline to the 
top of Mount Washington where they were able to enjoy 
the view of the merging 3 rivers. They found a local 
restaurant for dinner and stopped at a small ice cream 
shop for dessert. 
Thursday was the day scheduled for the Autocross, at 
Pitt Race in the paddock area. There was also a Street 
Survival and Michelin Tire Test going 
on at the same time. Scott Smed, Don 
and Stacy, and Jan all competed in 
the Autocross. This was the first year 
for the new classification scheme 
which reduced the number of classes 
at previous O’Fests by well over half, 
making for more competition in each 
class. Jan took home a 1st place 
trophy in S2 (stock 3 series), Don was 
bumped out of a trophy position on the 
last runs in the Modified class.
Thursday evening, once again utilized 
the Riverboats, ferrying guests across 
the river to the Carnegie Science 
Center where dinner was set up in 

stages on all 5 levels of the museum. 
Friday, 5 of the 8 members (Fred, Jan, Don, Stacy and 
Scott) headed back to Pitt Race, this time to enjoy the 
twists and turns of the Road Course in the Driver’s 
Education.  While Candy and Joyce opted for education 
of a different sort, taking the bus to Frank Lloyd Wright’s 
Fallingwater Tour.
Friday evening all returned to the hotel to shower and 
a change for the Robber Baron Themed dinner at the 
Grand Concourse at Station Square. It was a swanky 
affair. Fred and Lynne Bell dressed up as Andrew 
Carnegie and the Librarian. 
On Saturday, all were invited to Schenley Park for the 
Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix. This year’s honored 
marque of the event was the BMW 2002 which was 
celebrating its 50th anniversary. The BMW club was able 
to boast 700+ cars in their Corral at the event, which 
included the 4 couples’ cars from the Iowa Chapter.
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Simpson Motorsports Inc.
Jim Simpson

319-351-1269
3577 Perch Dr. SE

Iowa City, IA 52240

Welcome New Members
Dukle, Nikhil  ...............................................................................West Des Moines 
Chew, Marcus  ............................................................................West Des Moines 
Janes, Mark  ............................................................................................. Dubuque 
Baker, Ron .....................................................................................................Boone 
Constantinou, Costas  .............................................................................Le Claire 
Millage, Sandra S  ..................................................................................Bettendorf 
DuPre, Bob  .................................................................................West Des Moines 
Nash, Dana  .................................................................................................. Oxford 

www.simpsonmotorsportus.com
www.photoproonline.com
www.BavAuto.com


Hoosier Tires Direct .Com carries the full range of Hoosier road 
race tires at similar savings and is located in the Des Moines, IA 
area. We will meet or beat any advertised prices for Hoosier R6 
track tires. Please visit us online at www.hoosiertiresdirect.com

Example sale prices for sets of Hoosier R6 
track tires we can provide for your BMW:

245/35/18 Hoosier R6: $319.06
225/40/18 Hoosier R6: $309.06
275/35/18 Hoosier R6: $329.06
245/40/18 Hoosier R6: $319.06

255/35/18 Hoosier R6: $329.06
235/35/19 Hoosier R6: $339.06
285/30/18 Hoosier R6: $339.06
265/35/19 Hoosier R6: $349.06
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http://www.hoosiertiresdirect.com
www.bmwia.org
www.BavAuto.com
www.bellwetherfinancialadvisors.com


BMW of Dubuque

Doug Warthan
Dealer Principal

Jeff Wilson
BMW Sales Manager

Mark Simmons
BMW Client Advisor

Mike Olsen
BMW Client Advisor

Jay Burgus
BMW Service Advisor

www.BMWofDubuque.com

600 Century Drive, Dubuque, IA 52002  800.373.CARS

BMW of Dubuque has earned 
the BMW North America 

Center of Excellence Award!
The highest ranking combined sales and 

service customer satisfaction.

Come and find out why our 
customers travel from as far as 

Chicago and Des Moines to 
experience BMW of Dubuque.

Brian Decker
BMWMaster Technician

http://www.BMWofDubuque.com
www.bmwofdubuque.com


www.bmwofdavenport.com


IOWA CHAPTER BMW CCA
PO BOX 42113
URBANDALE, IA 50323

MARK ZIMMERMAN BMW

319-366-4000
SALES:

MON-THURS: 9AM-8PM
FRI: 9AM-6PM • SAT: 9AM-5PM

SERVICE:
MON-FRI: 7AM-6PM
SAT: 8AM-12 NOON

SERIES X
Chris 
Branstad
Manager

Brett 
Merck
Service 
Advisor

Tyler 
Nesset
Sales

Corey 
Smith
BMW 
Tech

Karl 
Reddies
BMW 
Tech

Paul 
Bixby
Sales

www.zimmermansbmw.com



