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National Office
BMW CCA National Office
2350 Highway 101 South
Greer, SC 29651
1-800-878-9292

To join the BMW CCA or renew membership or change your address 
– www.bmwcca.org

NEWSWERKS is a publication of the Iowa Chapter BMW CCA and 
is no way associated with BMW AG.The contents featured herein 
shall remain the property of the chapter. This publication is produced 
six times a year and is available on our website or will be mailed to 
our members who requested it.The ideas, suggestions and opinions 
expressed in this publication are solely those of the chapter and/or 
its members.

Please submit material suitable for publication to:  
Becky Brighton at: newsletter@bmwia.org

NEWSWERKS is published for the Iowa Chapter of BMW Car Club of America.
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Change of Address Information
Please send your requests for address changes directly to the 
National Office at the address below. The local chapters have 
to receive this information from them and cannot change this 
information themselves. Please send a note with your proper 
information to the National office at:

Roundel, BMW CCA, Inc.
Address Changes
640 South Main Street, Suite 210
Greenville, SC 29601
Or email to: BMWCClub@aol.com (yes, 2”C’s)
Or on the website: BMWCCA.org

Follow us on Facebook and 
look for details on upcoming 

events in email blasts.  
facebook.com/bmwccia
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by David Brighton

If you have never been to an Oktoberfest, and will only attend 
once in your lifetime, this is the one. 

Oktoberfest 2019 will take place in Greenville/Spartanburg, 
South Carolina on October 15-19. The 2019 Oktoberfest 
celebration will be the 50th Anniversary of the BMW CCA, 
and most likely the last Oktoberfest in its current format. As 
lifestyles and family activities change, the 2019 Oktoberfest is 
likely to be the last of its kind.      

The host hotel will be the Hyatt Regency in downtown 
Greenville, SC and the host driving venue will be the BMW 
Performance Center.

This will be an unforgettable event as club members make 
the journey back “Home” to the Greenville/Spartanburg area 
from all over the country and the world. There will be social 
events, driving events, and exclusive anniversary events 
taking place at the BMW Performance Center and the BMW 
Plant Spartanburg—where the X3 through the X7 are made. 
Also included will be tours of Michelin’s Headquarters and 
Proving Grounds, and the BMW CCA national office. This will 

be an absolutely amazing event 
with many great surprises in store 
for attendees! We hope to see you 
there!

O’Fest registration will launch in the 
Spring of 2019.

For more information on Oktoberfest and 
the activities surrounding it, visit 
www.bmwcca.org.

See the Oktoberfest 1st in a series article on 
page 8 for more information.

PRESIDENT’S 
CORNER

http://www.bmwia.org
http://www.bmwcca.org
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March 23, 2019 • 6:00 PM

The 2019 Annual Meeting and Awards Banquet will be held 
March 23, 2019 at Christopher’s, located at 2816 Beaver 
Avenue, Des Moines, Iowa.

Christopher’s has been a Des Moines tradition for over 50 
years. On February 1, 1963, Joe and Red Giudicessi became 
the owners of a quaint restaurant in the Beaverdale area of 
Des Moines. Under their steady watch, Christopher’s has 
become one of Des Moines’ favorite locations.

Christopher’s  is known for its excellent Italian-American 
cuisine, friendly staff and an atmosphere fitting of any occasion.

Our speaker this year will be Mike Renner from the BMW 
Performance Center with locations in Greenville, South 
Carolina and Thermal, California. 

Mike Renner is a professional driver for BMW and is 
responsible for corporate sales and the BMW Performance 
Center in Greenville South Carolina. He began racing in 1983 
and Mike has competed in a variety of classes including GT, 

showroom stock, improved touring and sports racers for the 
past 27 years. He started instructing at the BMW Performance 
Center just after it’s opening in the fall of 1999 and his list of 
trainees includes new drivers, racers, F.B.I agents and Secret 
Service members who are assigned the task of presidential 
protection. Mike received international instructor certification in 
basic, advanced, advanced M vehicles, intensive, perfection, 
and racetrack. Included in Mike’s duties as a driver for BMW is 
the opportunity to drive BMW racecars from their historic fleet.

For more information on Mike check out this site: http://
carsyeah.com/ourportfolio/mike-renner/

The social hour will begin at 6:30 pm with dinner to follow at 
7:00 pm. Cost for this year’s dinner and awards banquet will be 
$40. Registration will be by mail or through our website www.
bmwia.org. More information about on-line registration can be 
found at www.bmwia.org. 

For more information, please contact David Brighton at 
president@bmwia.org or 515-570-5549.

2019 Annual Meeting &

2019 Annual Meeting and Awards Banquet Reservation Form
Saturday, March 23, 2019 at Christopher’s, Des Moines

Mail reservation to: Iowa Chapter, BMW CCA, PO Box 42113, Urbandale, IA 50323
Pay for your reservations through www.bmwia.org – or mail in your check to the address above.

 Reservations are due by March 20 at midnight. Total number of reservations at $40 ____________ .
Alison Bell (alison.bell@bmwia.org) with any questions.

Name ______________________________________

Membership # ______________________________

Name ______________________________________

Membership # ______________________________

Name ______________________________________

Membership # ______________________________

Name ______________________________________

Membership # ______________________________

Please choose one of the following per guest:
______  14 ounce New York Strip Steak with country mashed potatoes

______  Cedar Plank Salmon with a brown sugar citrus glaze with rice pilaf

______  Chicken Parmigiana with marinara sauce and shallot garlic pasta
Each entrée is served with a tossed garden salad with our house creamy Italian 
or Buttermilk Ranch dressings,seasonal fresh vegetable and artisan breads

Enclosed is my check for $ ______________________

payable to Iowa Chapter, BMW CCA.

Dietary Restrictions(Please Specify): ______________

____________________________________________

http://carsyeah.com/ourportfolio/mike-renner/
http://carsyeah.com/ourportfolio/mike-renner/
http://www.bmwia.org
http://www.bmwia.org
http://www.bmwia.org
mailto:president@bmwia.org
http://www.bmwia.org
mailto:alison.bell@bmwia.org
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Iowa Chapter BMW CCA Ballot 2019
All members and associate members in good standing may cast a ballot.

Mail your completed ballot to:
Iowa Chapter BMW CCA

PO Box 42113

Urbandale, IA  50323

Member Name: ________________________________________________________________________________________

Membership #: _________________________________________________________________________________________

Write-in nominations: ____________________________________________________________________________________

We welcome any member or associate member to join the board! 

2019 Board of Directors
_____President: David Brighton, Marion

_____Vice President: Chris Kjellmark, Indianola

_____Treasurer: Mike Myers, Vinton

_____Secretary: David Trachtenberg, Des Moines

Directors-at-Large
_____Alison Bell, Waukee

_____Eric Talbot, Urbandale

Ballot for Elections

Thanks
Thank you to the sponsors of the 2018 Annual Dinner 
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to the sponsors of the 2018 Annual Dinner

http://www.bmwia.org


6  N E W S W E R K S  •  M A R C H / A P R I L  2 0 1 9  

April 13, 2019
By David Brighton

The 2019 edition of the Annual Spring Drive will 
begin in Des Moines and end in Cedar Rapids at 
the Czech Village/NewBo City Market areas on 
April 13, 2019.
The spring tour will leave BMW of Des Moines at 
9:00 am and wind its way towards Tama where 
the tour will stop for lunch at the Meskwaki 
Casino. Attendees will be able to choose from 
the buffet lunch or the family style café, and 
also spend time in the casino. 

The tour will then progress towards Cedar Rapids 
with the final destination of the Czech Village and 
NewBo area of the city. In the Czech Village and 
NewBo areas, attendees will be able to visit many 
unique shops and museums located in and around 
the Czech Village and NewBo Market areas.

Another Spring, Another Street Survival School!
Sunday, April 28, 2019
By Fred Bell

Spring is on its way, and just as we announced at this time 
last year, we’re headed for a new venue yet again for our next 
iteration of the Tire Rack® Street Survival teen driving safety 
course.  We’ll do the spring Street Survival at DMACC’s Ankeny 
campus on Sunday, April 28.  And, Iowa Chapter is back to 
taking the lead on the organizational side, with a supporting 
cast and equipment from Des Moines Valley  Region SCCA 
on this one.
Street Survival continues to be the best way for teens to learn a 
lot more about car control and accident avoidance than driver’s 
education ever can provide.  Target age for participants is 15-
21; students must either have a driver’s license or have held a 
learner’s permit for at least half of the period required before 
licensing by the state of issue.  We also accept students who 
are north of age 21 if we have room – sign up as described 
below and we can work with you to get into the course as we 
see how registration counts are going.   
Check out www.streetsurvival.org for more information about 
the program.  The site includes a very good video showing how 
the training is done in the student’s car by a trained instructor 
on a closed course.  Students learn what it feels like when the 
car is about to lose traction, and learn how to avoid or correct 
from such situations.  It’s always an excellent prep for winter 
driving or gravel roads in Iowa.

Registration is open on the Street Survival website for students.  
For local information, the contact is registrar Tara Box-Walker 
(streetsurvival@bmwia.org).  Or go directly to http://msreg.
com/Apr2019-students.  You’ll find more information, pictures, 
and video at our Facebook page: Tire Rack Street Survival 
Iowa.
As always, we need your help in two ways: putting out the 
word to parents of potential students, and as volunteers at the 
events.  Please contact friends, family, and co-workers who 
have young drivers in their households – the life you save may 
be theirs!  And if you are interested in instructing or being a 
volunteer worker at the event, please contact myself or Tara.  
Street Survival is a very worthwhile program, and the huge 
effort that it takes from club volunteers is more than repaid 
in the service we provide to our communities.  Register as a 
volunteer at http://msreg.com/Apr2019-TRSSstaff, or contact 
Tara for assistance.

Street Survival
TIRE RACK 

For more information about the Czech Village and NewBo City 
Market, visit the following websites:
www.czechvillagecedarrapids.com
www.newbocitymarket.org

http://www.streetsurvival.org
mailto:streetsurvival@bmwia.org
http://msreg.com/Apr2019-students
http://msreg.com/Apr2019-students
http://msreg.com/Apr2019-TRSSstaff
http://www.czechvillagecedarrapids.com
http://www.newbocitymarket.org
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March 30, 2019 • 12:00 - 2:00 p.m. Lunch and Learn at Mama Lacona’s
By Chris Kjellmark

Have you ever watched road course racing such as “Rolex 
24 at Daytona”, “12 Hours of Sebring” or “Road America” and 
thought, I would like to see how it feels to be on the track?  
Well, one choice would be to sign up for a ride at the track with 
a professional driver at the wheel.  I did this at Laguna Seca 
in Monterey, CA during the 2016 BMW CCA Oktoberfest.  It 
was a thrill to go around the track in an M4 at track speed.  It 
was hard to stop smiling.  But the experience behind the wheel 
of your own car at a driving school has an appeal of its own.  
You develop a greater understanding of how your car reacts at 
track speeds, which translates to the street.  
Our school is a combination of on track driving and classroom 
time.  The classroom section will talk about car control and 
safe driving habits.  New attendants are encouraged to ask 
questions and learn from the instructor and fellow classmates.  
You will have the opportunity to ask questions about how your 
car is handling on the track and how to improve your driving.  
If you like to work on your car, you will also have time to chat 
with fellow participants about how they have prepared their 
cars for the track.
As a novice, you will have an experienced instructor in the 
car with you through the twists and turns of the track.  You 
progress at your own pace when it comes to speed on the 
track.   Much of the first day is not about going fast but learning 
the track, i.e., when to brake, when to accelerate and where to 
steer.  The track at Raceway Park of the Midlands, where we 
traditionally hold our events, is full of curves that one needs to 
take at slower speeds when learning.  Slower speeds translate 
to 25 to 40 miles an hour.  You are there to learn at your own 
pace with the assistance of your instructor and the speed is at 
your discretion.  However, you should know that if you decide 
you want to go all out in an unsafe manner, your instructor 
will rein you in or the track safety workers will flag you off 
the track.  This is not a racing school; rather, it is a controlled 
performance driving school.  At the end of the first day, you 
would be amazed at how much quicker you can make it around 
the track.  Your instructor will tell you:  “smooth is fast;” this 
wisdom has applications in your daily driving when you need 
to respond to the person texting and drifting into your lane.  On 
day two, you will apply those new skills you learned on day 

one.  You will feel more at ease and this translates into faster 
speeds around the track.  

You might have a couple of questions, such as:
a.  I am afraid I will damage my car or get in an accident.
If you can survive rush hour in Des Moines traffic you can 
participate in a track school.  When you are on the track with 
people who are actually paying attention to driving, you are 
safer than when you drive on the street.  Remember, you 
have an instructor to insure that you are not putting yourself 
into dangerous situations.  As far as wear and tear on your 
vehicle, if it passed the safety inspection, then a little wear on 
the brakes and tires are what you can expect from a weekend 
on the track.

b.  What type of cars can participate?
Almost any street-legal car that is not a convertible, SUV, 
pickup, etc.   All makes are welcome.  You will need to have 
the car inspected for event use beforehand.  We usually make 
arrangements at several locations throughout Iowa to get a 
free inspection of your car.  In the Des Moines area, this is 
usually at BMW of Des Moines.

c.  Who should attend a driving school?
Anyone who drives.   We can all improve our driving skills and 
the school provides excellent training on car awareness and 
control.

If you would like to learn more, come out to our tech session 
“Novice Introduction to Driving School” and we can explain in 
depth about the school and answer your questions.  The event 
will be March 30 from 12:00 to 2:00 pm for a “Lunch and Learn 
at Mama Lacona’s.”  
The address is:  Mama Lacona’s Italian Restaurant, 3825 
121st St., Urbandale, IA 50323.  
Even if you are simply curious, join us for the food and 
friendship.

http://www.bmwia.org
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SAVE THE DATE! 
BMWCCA’s 50th Anniversary Oktoberfest is in Greenville, SC!
October 15-19, 2019 
By Rick Talbot

Although I’m only an O’Fest novice having attended but 
three previous BMWCCA Oktoberfests (Beaver Creek, CO, 
Monterey, CA and New Orleans, LA), each one has been 
special in its location, events and enjoying the camaraderie of 
fellow club members and all varieties of BMW vehicles.  We’re 
definitely planning to attend this anniversary event! You’ll want 
to request vacation time/block your calendar NOW and start 
filling your vacation piggy bank.

This year is a special one in several notable ways being 
it’s the 50th Anniversary of the BMWCCA and its location 
in Greenville, SC, near BMW’s U.S. manufacturing center 
which is in Spartanburg, SC (about 30 miles / a 40-minute 
drive away).   This is also the location of BMW’s east coast 
Performance Driving School and New Car Delivery Center 
(hmmmm?…perhaps you’re up for a new BMW for Spartanburg 
delivery?  If so, talk to your favorite BMW dealer soon to get 
your order placed.  See this info link about that… https://
bmwperformancecenter.com/faqs/delivery )...or maybe attend 
a Performance Driving School after O’Fest?  As I write this in 
early January, there’s a 1 Day M School scheduled for Sunday 
October 20th (immediately following O’Fest) !  Here’s info 
about those opportunities… https://bmwperformancecenter.
com/school/bmw  Remember...as a BMWCCA member, you’re 
entitled to a discount on BMW Performance Driving Schools 
and a rebate on new BMW vehicle purchases!

While we don’t yet have any specifics on the O’Fest events 
in Greenville/Spartanburg, I would expect this year’s O’Fest 
to include opportunities to tour BMW Plant Spartanburg 
and the on-site Museum, the BMW Foundation, displays of 

special BMW vehicles, and driving events at the Performance 
Center along with a variety of social events, vendor displays  
and hopefully, organized drives on the wonderful roads and 
forests nearby.  Talk about another fantastic “Fall Color Drive” 
opportunity!  We can only wait and see/listen for updates from 
BMWCCA national office.  Look for future NewsWerks articles 
as we get closer to O’Fest.

Registration - Based upon past years’, on-line registration for 
Oktoberfest typically begins in late spring/early summer so 
you’ll want to watch for updates via Iowa Chapter e-mail blasts, 
BMWCCA e-mails and announcement articles in Roundel, the 
club’s national publication.  I suspect interest this year will be 
particularly high and you’ll want to register early and (only) 
then, reserve your host hotel room (Hyatt Greenville https://
www.hyatt.com/en-US/hotel/south-carolina/hyatt-regency-
greenville/gsprg ).  While there’s no requirement to stay at 
the host hotel, it is very convenient to stay where many of the 
O’fest events originate.

Here’s a link to a short promotional video of the 2019 
Oktoberfest in Greenville.  https://www.bmwcca.org/files/
oktoberfest-2019-comes-greenville-south-carolina 

Hope to see many Iowa Chapter members at O’Fest in 
Greenville this October!

P.s.  Our featured speaker for our March 23rd Iowa Chapter 
Annual Banquet is BMW Performance Driving School 
Instructor, Mike Renner.  You don’t want to miss the opportunity 
to meet him and listen to his comments

1ST IN SERIES

https://bmwperformancecenter.com/faqs/delivery
https://bmwperformancecenter.com/faqs/delivery
https://bmwperformancecenter.com/school/bmw
https://bmwperformancecenter.com/school/bmw
https://www.hyatt.com/en-US/hotel/south-carolina/hyatt-regency-greenville/gsprg
https://www.hyatt.com/en-US/hotel/south-carolina/hyatt-regency-greenville/gsprg
https://www.hyatt.com/en-US/hotel/south-carolina/hyatt-regency-greenville/gsprg
https://www.bmwcca.org/files/oktoberfest-2019-comes-greenville-south-carolina
https://www.bmwcca.org/files/oktoberfest-2019-comes-greenville-south-carolina
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By Michael Myers

Well, in this case, the future as provided by a car built in 2015!
I purchased a CPO 2015 i3 with the optional range extender 
in April of 2018 and have been using it as a daily driver since, 
putting over 10,000 miles on it in that time period.  This seems 
like a good point to share some of what I’ve learned over that 
time.
Purchase and Drive Home
I purchased the vehicle at BMW of Des Moines with just over 
15,000 miles on the clock and a CPO warranty running out to 
March of 2021.  Depreciation hits these vehicles very hard—
the purchase price was over $30,000 less than what the vehicle 
was stickered new.  The vehicle’s gas tank (1.9 gallons—more 
on this later) was filled and then charged at the dealership 
while the paperwork was completed.  The range indicators 
showed roughly 60 miles on the battery and 60 miles on the 
range extender, and it was almost exactly 120 miles home, 
so this was going to be an immediate entry to the deep end 
of the range anxiety pool.  While the dealership had given the 
car a clean bill of health, there was certainly some nervous 
anticipation as I waited for the battery to reach the 6% charge 
level where it indicated it would activate the range extender.  
Once activated, it operated for the remainder of the trip, though 
I did stop twice for gas out of an abundance of caution.  Once I 
arrived home, I plugged the included “occasional use” charger 
into an open outlet in my garage to recharge the battery.
Charging
Charging time for the battery at that point from this 120 volt 
changer was shown to be something on the order of 16 
hours!  As my commute is rather long at 27 miles each way, 
I’d be arriving home every day with an exhausted battery and 
insufficient time to fully charge the vehicle before heading back 
to work, so another solution was required.  The solution came 

in the form of the installation of a 240 volt Level 2 charger 
in my garage.  This cut the charging time to a much more 
acceptable 3 hours, easily done overnight.  At a utility cost 
of about $0.10/kWh, a full charge is about $2, as opposed to 
using approximately 2 gallons of premium gasoline, so there’s 
quite a bit of savings there.  However, it’s only about now that 
I’ve accumulated enough savings to cover the cost of the 
charger and installation.
While this particular car does support DC fast charging, I’ve 
found no facilities to do so anywhere in my area.  Public 
infrastructure for charging may improve in the future, for 
now there really is no solution except home charging for the 
majority of use.
Range and the Range Extender
The majority of my commute is at 70+ mph, which has a 
pretty significant impact on the range.  As opposed to the 
brochure figure of 80 miles, I’m looking at a maximum of 60 
miles during warm weather and 50 miles at best during the 
winter— lower temperatures, running heat and lights having 
a pretty significant impact.  This vehicle wouldn’t really work 
for me without the range extender.  My workplace has recently 
installed charging equipment which lets me avoid use of the 
range extender, but the nominal $1/hr cost to charge is almost 
triple the cost to charge at home, as it charges at a slower rate 
than my home equipment.
Unlike a full hybrid vehicle, the range extender cannot provide 
energy at the same rate the vehicle uses it.  From a practical 
standpoint, this means that your maximum sustained speed 
once the battery is exhausted is 60-65 mph on level ground.  
However, there is something you can do to partially address 
this limitation…

http://www.bmwia.org


10  N E W S W E R K S  •  M A R C H / A P R I L  2 0 1 9  

BMW i3 REx – 10,000 Miles of Driving the Future continued

Coding the i3
As delivered, the range extender does not activate until only 6% 
of the battery charge remains.  This mode of operation, along 
with the 1.9 gallon gas tank capacity was driven by an intent 
to meet California single occupant HOV lane requirements.  
However, for European customers, the range extender may 
be manually activated at any state of charge less than 75%.  
European customers are also permitted to use more of the tank 
capacity before the range extender shuts down—a whole half 
gallon, for a total of 2.4 gallons!
These European options may be activated by coding the vehicle.  
I used my phone, an appropriate adapter for the diagnostic port 
and an application called Bimmercode to do so.  The application 
also allows for the activation of other features that may not be 
accessible via the iDrive interface and also provides diagnostic 
troubleshooting codes.  Now that these features are activated, I 
can activate the range extender for about 5-10 miles on my way 
to work and have sufficient range to drive home on battery only 
during the winter.
Interior
The interior of the vehicle is very much like a visit to a 
Scandinavian furniture store—simple, spare and clean.  The 
“suicide” style doors (apparently it’s better brochure copy to 
refer to them as “coach” style doors) are a pretty neat party 
trick and provide a very large opening for access to the cabin. 
However, the door seals along the pillarless opening may add 
some wind noise that wouldn’t be detectable in a noisier vehicle.
That large pillarless opening also gives you a good view of the 
carbon fiber construction of the vehicle.  Part of my interest in 
the vehicle is a result of seeing the impact of Iowa winters and 
road salt on conventional construction.  I’m not expecting any 
rust.
The interior of the car, at least from the driver and front 
passenger’s seat, feels much larger than you’d think based on 
the size of the vehicle.  The windshield and greenhouse area is 
very large—the windshield is almost square, and is a long way 
away.  It’s also a quite a reach to the dash, adding to the feeling 
of space.
If you have multiple drivers for the vehicle, you will miss power 
driver’s seat adjustment with memory, though.
Driving Impressions 
The i3 is fun to drive, though in a different way than a more 
conventional vehicle.  At the time of initial production, I recall 
the i3 being tagged as BMW’s fastest vehicle from 0-30 mph.  
I believe it.  Flooring the vehicle from a standstill in its most 
aggressive mode (labelled “Comfort”!) results in some very 
interesting, non-internal combustion, driveline noise and that 
instant torque that’s a feature of most electric vehicles.
At the opposite end of the performance spectrum, using the 
regenerative braking provides you with a different game to 
play—if you use the brake pedal, you’re losing.  The vehicle 
will come to a complete stop when you lift off the accelerator 
pedal.  The level of braking may be modulated with the pedal 
position, and at sufficient deceleration levels, the brake lights 
do activate.  This sounds odd, and does take some adaptation, 
but once you’re used to it, it almost seems like an unnecessary 
chore to have to use the brake pedal during normal driving in 

another vehicle.
The turning circle is also very tight, as would be expected for 
a vehicle designed as a city car.  The short wheelbase that 
permits this takes some getting used to at the beginning to 
avoid clipping the curbs during right hand turns.  There’s also 
some tendency for the car to dance a bit at highway speeds in 
gusty cross winds.
Other Notes
The storage area in the “frunk” is, by design, not weather tight, 
but suffices to store the occasional use charger and tool kit.
Insurance appears to run on the high side.  I don’t know if that’s 
driven by the carbon fiber structure or simply the new cost of 
the vehicle.
If you purchase the vehicle with the optional 20 inch wheels 
(staggered  5/5.5 inches wide front/rear!), there is one exactly 
one make of tire available, and it’s a summer touring tire.  If 

you’re going to drive the car during the winter, you need to 
purchase a set of 19 x 5 inch wheels.  As you might imagine, 
choices are somewhat limited, but there is a larger selection of 
tires available for the 19 inch wheels.
In the period I’ve owned the car, I’ve had warranty work done 
twice—once for an annunciated driver’s airbag failure, and once 
for a fuel tank pressure sensor that was the subject of a recall 
campaign.  No consumable expenses yet, though there isn’t 
much to cover except for tires, wiper blades and washer fluid.  
I’ve probably run more gasoline though our lawn mowers than 
through the range extender (caveat—there’s something like 5 
acres to mow) and the motor does require an annual oil/filter 
change.
Conclusions
The i3 REx does come with some limitations that need to be 
understood and those limitations need to be reconciled with 
what your intended use might be.  My commute is pretty much 
at the practical limits of its capability, though it’s ideal for my 
wife’s two minute drive to work.  With the possible exception of 
insurance cost (well, and the vehicle cost), it might also serve 
as an ideal vehicle for a high school student.
I really consider ownership of the car a bit of an experiment, and 
a successful one so far.  It is however, an experiment I was only 
willing to undertake after someone else took the depreciation 
hit.  The payoff I’m looking for is a vehicle I can roll a lot of 
commuter miles on with a low cost/mile, including maintenance 
and consumables.  So far, so good.



By: Fred Bell
Our teaser article for this tech session mentioned how we most 
likely would want to be inside on this early February day, but 
we could drool over new BMWs and learn about the advanced 
driving aids that BMW provides on recent model year cars.  
After navigating temps in Iowa that were significantly south of 
zero just a couple days earlier, it turned out to be 
a great day for the event.  Who woulda thunk it, 
mid-40s and rising on Groundhog Day?   We had 
a great turnout for the event, for which we can 
thank the session topic, the gorgeous cars on the 
showroom floor for the day, and just maybe the 
semi-balmy weather as well.
Nathan Barr, formerly the designated- and 
specially trained- BMW Genius, and now a Client 
Advisor at BMW of Des Moines, led a session to 
explain these systems, how they work, and how 
you might want to set them for given situations 
or driver preferences. Pedestrian Warning, Frontal Collision 
Warning, Lane Departure, Blind Spot Detection, Lane Keeping 
Assistance, and automatic braking were the key features that 
we saw.  
For many who have not turfed through all of the finer points from 
owner’s manuals, it was a bit of an eye-opener on the range 
of settings that these systems can do.  Much of it is adjusted 
through the iDrive menus, and will show up on the dash and/

or nav screen on the settings.  The buttonology can be a little 
tricky, though, depending on the model.  Some models have a 
button right next to the emergency flasher button in the center 
of the dash, with a green/yellow/red lighted circle respectively 
to indicate all systems  full on, systems individually selected 

by the driver, or all (driver-
controllable, that is) systems 
off.   Very easy to see the 
status for those.  However, 
other models instead have 
one or more On/Off buttons 
for these systems buried in 
a low point on the panel just 
forward of the driver’s left 
knee, where it’s very much 
out of sight and perhaps 
out of awareness – at least 

until the button is accidentally bumped and an alert pops up 
temporarily on the electronic instrument panel!
Maintaining club tradition, many of the group met up for lunch 
and libations afterward, this time at at Hidalgo Mexican Bar & 
Grill around the corner from the dealership.  (Hey, if there had 
been a German place only about 2 blocks from BMW of Des 
Moines, we just might have tried that instead, but neither one 
particularly fits Groundhog Day anyway)!  

BMW NEW FEATURES AND ADVANCED DRIVING AIDS 

TECH SESSION
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Mark Ellis Adams ............................. Iowa City
Christopher Lane George ...............Coralville
Trent Johnson ................................ Urbandale
Stephen Vale ................................ Cedar Falls
Michael J Parejko ..........................Bettendorf
James Weaver ................................ Urbandale
Fasil Kebede ........................................... Clive
Susan Bump ....................... West Des Moines
Vitalij Pecharsky ....................................Ames
Kyle Shimp ..................................... Urbandale
Deanna Caughlan .............. West Des Moines
Tracy Schminke ...................................Madrid
John B Young .................... West Des Moines
Heather Miller ................................. Urbandale
Bhavikkumar Shah .............................Ankeny
Ann Atkin ............................................ Altoona
David Swieskowski......................Des Moines
Brian John Beatty .................................Atkins
Taylor Edgar .................................Des Moines
Karyn Richardson............................ Waterloo
Mark Steenhoek ...................................... Clive

NEW MEMBERS

By David Brighton

A hearty group of members met at Pole Position 
Raceway on Sunday, January 20 to share a 
fantastic group of chili and desserts prepared by 
the attendees. 
Great stories were shared before the racers were 
split into two groups, with everyone demonstrating 
their racing skills acquired at various tracks. 
Several non-racers cheered on their favorite 
drivers to great results.
This has been one of our favorite events each 
year and is proven by larger and larger groups 
each year.

Chili &
EvEntKarting

www.BavAuto.com
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------------www.dubuquebmw.com------------  
 

Dubuque BMW offers pick up and delivery 
for service within 90 miles. (Call ahead for details**) 

 
------------------------------------------------------ 

 
Come and find out why our customers travel 

from as far as Chicago and Des Moines to 
experience Dubuque BMW. 

600 Century Drive, Dubuque, Iowa 52002 – (563) 582 - 7700 

      
    Barney Niner   Jamie Manderscheid     Mark Simmons        Jeff Wilson             David Palton           Jay Burgus 
Owner/Operator     Sales Manager        Client Advisor       Client Advisor        Client Advisor       Service Advisor 

www.dubuquebmw.com


IOWA CHAPTER BMW 
CCA
PO BOX 42113
URBANDALE, IA 50323


