Where were all the BMW enthusiasts on January 20th 2001? I
know that over 80 us were in Des Moines for the Iowa Chapter
annual meeting. Among the crowd were the regulars that we
have come to know, but it was exciting to see so many new
faces. Also there were special guests from European Motorcars
of Des Moines, Kansas City chapter member, and newly elected
North Central BMW CCA vice president,Scott Blazey, as well as
BMW’s own M brand manager and guru of everything
Motorsport, Tom Salkowsky.
Of course, President Dave Brennan again came through with a
huge collection of door prizes that included everything from a
simple T-shirt to a BMW folding bicycle donated by EMC. All told,
we valued this years door prize booty at over $10,000. In addition
we have been able to hold back a number of great prizes for
upcoming events, something you should think about for the
future? A very special thank you also goes out to one of very own
charter members, Dave Trachtenburg, who provided $25 United
Airlines gift certificates to all attendees of this years meeting.
Coincidentally, the door prize gods must have looked kindly on
this gesture as Dave’s wife Brenda rode away with that beautiful
BMW Bicycle.
Tom Salkowsky gave us a spirited talk on BMW’s future vehicle
plans and some very interesting insight and video highlights into
the business of Motorsports. I had spent the day talking to Tom
about his life in and out of BMW North America. I am happy to
report, and can assure all of you, that Tom is a car guy, just like
the rest of us, which in reality is very rare in the automobile
business as we know it today. Come to think of it, maybe this is
BMW’s secret weapon? People that love automobiles in the
automobile business? What a novel approach. We hope to have
Tom back or visit with him at one of our national BMW CCA
events.
So what was the bottom line that describes this event and the
past year in the Iowa Chapter of the BMW CCA? In a nutshell,
We are very successful, and having a blast! We hope to see all of
you at an event sometime soon.
ED.
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WHAT IS FORMULA 1 ?

by Doug Wittkowski

Most, if not all of us, are car enthusiasts. Many of us are also race enthusiasts. From
television spectators to actual competitors, we love Motorsports in one form or another.
Motorsports in this country has taken off in the last few years and on any given
weekend you can watch your favorite form of auto racing on your own television. Many
of us can remember when that was impossible. So what is new to BMW Motorsports
and America? What most race fans in the world consider to be the very pinnacle of auto
racing, Formula 1.
Last Year BMW AG teamed up with Williams to form the first major BMW Motorsport
effort in nearly 20 years. This was a huge endeavor that not only requires millions of
dollars but in BMW’s case, who do their own development work ,many thousands of
hours of talented engineering expertise. In their first year of competition, they proved
that several years of this development had paid off as they had some very good results.
But, the season that is about to start as you read this will be very important in the
history of BMW Motorsports. It is time to see if this dog hunts.
Why should you care? What is this Formula 1 thing about? Why not a M5 Nascar racer
or a BMW in Cart? Well to put it simply and frankly, Formula 1 is the best and the
brightest, the quickest and the fastest, the most technologically advanced, and the most
visible form of Motorsports in the world. BMW needs to be involved for obvious reasons.
And, If you were to put the audience for the pro football, baseball, NBA basketball, golf
and hockey together you wouldn’t begin to approach the number of people that follow
the Formula 1 championship season, not even close.
So, why is it not as popular in the states you ask? Up until the last few years, several
reasons. No television coverage, no race on our shores, no domestic auto makers
involved? But all that has changed. “Speedvision” will again carry all of the races live
and rerun them again during the week, Ford as well as Mercedes and BMW are now in
full force to the tune of about 1 billion dollars, and the best thing of all, we have a race!
After the failed street circuits of the 80’s in places like Detroit, Dallas, Las Vegas and
Phoenix, Formula 1 and Indianapolis have teamed up for a long term agreement to host
a real Formula 1 championship race right in the heartland of America. Many who are F1
regulars have proclaimed it to be the best venue anywhere in the world. Interested yet?
A few words of warning. Formula 1 is still not mainstream in America. You are much
more likely to hear about what some southern born driver did to another southern fellow
to win the Cracker Barrel 400 than a single word about the most highly acclaimed form
of racing in the world. And it might take some time for you to appreciate the technology
of Formula 1, as technology is what wins the day in this sport. There are no restrictor
plates, there are not many passes for the lead, they run in the rain, there are hardly any
yeller flags for hot dog wrappers on the track, or other convenient places for commercial
interruption and obvious manipulation. This is true Motorsport, with the emphasis on
“Motor”. What you will see are the very best drivers in cars that perform at staggering
numbers,backed up by the greatest engineering minds in the world. Best of all, now
there is a race in our country and two of the cars are BMW’s.
How cool is that?
ED.

Dates to Remember
March 29th-31st
Their 20th Anniversary !

The now famous Gateway Tech in St. Louis is the first
National BMW CCA event of the 2001 season. It’s also
usually about the time our weather warms enough for a nice
drive. Why not plan on joining your fellow Iowa chapter
members for an event that has become a spring tradition.
Last year, we had several Iowa members attend and a great
time was had by all. We will be having an Iowa chapter
meeting at the event this year. Please visit the St. Louis
chapter web site for reservation information at

www.stlbmwclub.com

April 21st

Iowa Chapter Annual Clean Car
Concours
Easter Seals Camp Sunnyside
401 NE 66th Des Moines
More than a good enough excuse to clean up that BMW for
summer. Last year this was one of our most popular events.
This year we plan on making it even more fun. With a small
entry fee, that will go to our favorite charity, you will receive a
door prize goodie bag, lunch and refreshments, and a chance
to see some of the cleanest BMW’s anywhere. There will be
trophies for the winners, expert advice, and fun for all. Last
year we had 50 cars and a great group photo. This year, 100
cars? Let’s do it!

Windy City Chapter Driving School
May 5th

Road America Elkart Lake Wisconsin

DMVR SCCA Autocross
A great, low-cost, low stress, driving event

May 20th
Gateway Tech

For all of your new and previously owned BMW needs as well as parts and service contact a certified professional at

1 800 733 4808
Or on the web at: www.eurocarsdesmoines.com

aus Freude am Fahren
(For the joy of driving)
By Dave Brennan ,President

Ever since my first drive in a BMW I knew that they stood head and shoulders above all other cars, but this was
ridiculous.
I had just finished my junior year at the University of Iowa when I decided to take a semester off to work
construction (in order to pay off the loan on my 4-month-old 1978 320i). I had run my old Volvo 442 into the ground
and turned over the keys to the BMW dealer in Rock Island knowing that they probably wouldn’t be able to get it
started again (ah, the joys of Bosch CIS electronic fuel injection!). My dad thought that I was nuts buying an
$11,000 car as a poor college student, and he was probably right. At that time in my life I was undeniably an idiot to
spend the entire $7,500 that I had received as an insurance settlement from the motorcycle wreck that had broken
my left leg 5 years earlier on a down payment on my first Bimmer. But I had driven a brand new, first year available
1977 320i the prior spring in Rochester, MN, and I just HAD to have one.
As a Journeyman Ironworker, I was able to land a pretty cushy job the first day I checked at the union hall. I was
hired to work for the company that was installing the window frames and windows, or curtain walls, on the
construction project that would become Stouffer’s Five Seasons Hotel in downtown Cedar Rapids. The work would
last at least through the fall season, and was just about the best duty an Ironworker could find. I got to the hotel site
about 10:00 that first day, checked in, and was told that I could park along with the rest of the workers in an area
immediately north of the hotel. This was a huge empty lot adjacent to the work being done on the new I-380 viaduct
that was winding it’s way overhead through downtown Cedar Rapids and a few blocks from the new hotel. I parked,
not too far from the viaduct pillars and the day passed uneventfully.
I wasn’t sure exactly how long the 30 mile drive from my home in Iowa City would take, so in order not to be
late the next day I left early to allow myself plenty of time to get there. I parked in the same lot again, and although
there were no other cars parked there at the time, I figured it was just because I had arrived early. I went to work
that day on the south side of the hotel. As I was walking to my car after work, I was surprised to see that a crowd
had gathered on the edge of the empty lot where I had parked my car. As I walked closer I could see a TV reporter
and cameraman taping a news segment. There, all by itself, right where I had parked it in the middle of what had
been an empty lot sat my beautiful, expensive, new Ruby Red 320i. The end loaders had been busy that day and
had removed the top 3 feet of soil from the entire 4 square block area. My Bimmer was sitting proud as could be
right in the middle of the lot on a pillar of soil that couldn’t have been more than 6 inches longer or wider than my
car and that stood about 3 feet above the surrounding landscape.
Consternation? No, that’s not quite it. Panic? Agitation? Dread? Rage? Hopefully not in front of the TV
camera. What was one to do? Who was responsible for this outrage? There was a single end loader still operating
on the far fringes of the lot, so I made my way toward him and stood as close as I dared to the area that he was
digging up, running his D-9 at full tilt. Finally he noticed me, and I asked him politely to make me a ramp so that I
could move my car. Without so much as a word or a sneer, he roared off toward my car with a bucketful of dirt. 6 or
8 bucketsful later, he rolled his 10-ton behemoth from side to side across the newly created ramp behind my car,
coming within inches of it. Once the soil was packed down, I gingerly backed my car off of its pedestal. My rear tires
threw up a rooster tail of loose dirt on the TV camera as I gunned it across the lot to the street. That night, I saw
myself on the Channel 7 news followed by a tirade from the crusty bridge construction superintendent. They edited
my rooster tails out. I’ve always wished that I had gotten a copy of that TV news videotape, or at least some stills of
the scene, but I never did. I could have sued that guy for the embarrassment that he caused me, but I guess that
that was a different era, long ago….

2001 Survey Results
Below are the compiled results from our most recent member survey. Survey forms are
available at all Iowa chapter events. Let you voice be heard.

Which one of the following national BMW
CCA events would you likely consider
attending?
BMW Spartanburg tour
Club Race
BMW hosted race weekend
BMW CCA is highly motivated to provide
driving experiences. What type of driving
events would you like to see our chapter
consider?
High Performance driving school
Rally’s
Scenic drives
Last year our survey overwhelmingly favored
High Performance Driving School as the
number one choice of activities. We would
love to get more Iowa members involved in
this great recreation. If you have not yet
participated in this type of event, please rank
all that might apply.
I am afraid it could hurt my car
I could be a bit intimidated
It is on my “to do list”
Driving events aside, what activities would
you be interested in?
Annual Meeting
Event Road trip
Concours/Car show
Charity Event
Guest Speakers
We will be taking orders for official club
merchandise in the near future.
What items most interest you?
Denim Shirts
T-shirts/ Sweat shirts
Polo Shirts

Chapter window decals
Concerning your newsletter. What areas do
you enjoy reading?
Technical Articles
Road Tests/Reviews
Presidents letter
If you had your pick of any present model
BMW regardless of cost or value, what would
it be?
M3
M5
Z8
Past model?
M3
2002
507
We are overjoyed to report that all of the
additional comments were very positive.
Here are a few.......
“The trip to South Carolina was Great!
Thanks for planning it”
“Thanks for a great year and wonderful
club to enjoy the sport of motorcar
driving. Keep up the good work”
“You are all doing a SUPERB job!”
……And those make it all worthwhile

Cars Photo #2
crop as necessary

Farm program? We don’t need no stinkin Farm program!
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MechTronics Ad

Wiley Wipers
by David Easton

A year ago in September, I was on my way to do some farming with
my nephew in northwest Iowa, 200 miles from home in Cedar Falls.
I was about an hour into a very nice afternoon drive, negotiating the
sweeping right that takes Highway 3 over the railroad tracks a
couple miles west of Clarion. Turning over to the sweeping left that
runs the road back down from the overpass, I had the sudden
impression that the windshield wipers had just made a sweeping left
and sweeping right of their own.
This seemed pretty strange on such a sunny day, and I was fairly
convincing myself that this was somehow my imagination, when a
few minutes later the wipers made several more spontaneous
excursions. This time, I didn't worry about imagination and thought
instead about causes and troubleshooting procedures. As the miles
went by, these thoughts did, too, as the wipers remained parked for
the rest of the trip. But over the following months, the spontaneous
wiping became more frequent and of longer duration. On one
particular trip home from work, I was beginning to think that a fuse
might have to be pulled. I can't have people thinking that there is
some operational deficiency in my car, or its driver. It's time to get
serious.
The E36 Electrical Technical Manual showed a simple circuit to the
control lever. The switches ground certain combinations of wires to
select the various functions. During these wiper outbursts, I was
able to operate the wiper control lever with no apparent effect,
except that it would still command washing whenever pulled. Except
for these usually brief lapses, the wipers had always worked, as
they should. From this, I was getting the impression that the control
switches and wires were not the problem, and that the electronic
controller needed investigation.
Well, it took quite a bit of searching through the manual to find
where this little controller was mounted, and how to get to it. Once I
figured out that it was located under the dead pedal, removal was
rather quick and easy. With the controller out of the car and

extricated from its case, the first job was to examine solder joints
and look for fried parts. That went quickly, since everything looked
to be in great shape. Next comes the more difficult but interesting
part, trying to figure out how this thing is supposed to work, and
then why it sometimes does not.
The circuit is based around a small micro-controller, and its outputs
drive a pair of relay coils, one each for low and high speed on the
wiper motor. The washer pump is controlled directly through the
control switch, but its operation is monitored by the micro-controller.
Diagnosis started with the portions of the circuit that were most
easily understood. A 5-volt zener regulator is used, and mine was
working fine. The output circuits were typical open collector
transistors (TO-92 package) driving the relay coils, but the voltmeter
revealed one of them to not be nearly as "open" as it should be with
no drive from the micro-controller. I plucked it off the board,
substituted a 2N5551 that I had in stock, and when I powered it up,
the new transistor grew warm in a big hurry .................Hmmm?
I was sure that the transistor was the problem, but after tracing the
circuit again, it seemed that the wrong transistor lead was
grounded, or maybe I had put my replacement transistor in wrong.
Very confusing until I looked up the old transistor in the Motorola
manual at work. For some strange reason, its pin out is backwards
from the standard. To compensate, rotate the 2N5551 180 degrees,
and everything now works perfectly.
You just have to love all these electronic gadgets they are putting
on cars, problems are so easy to diagnose, and repairs can be
made with 10 cent parts that are within arm's reach. At least that's
how it turned out this time.
David is a club member from Cedar Falls and drives a 1992 325i.
Thank you David

New Members

Welcome to the Club !
Current Iowa membership 409 National membership 56751

Number

City

BMW

195291

Tom Altenhofen

Kellogg

195292

Michael Baldwin

West Des Moines

01 325I

195286

Kathy Foley

Des Moines

01 X5

195289

Michael Frazier

Des Moines

01 X5

195285

Susan Katelman

Des Moines

01 325cic

194030

David Lilienthal

Atlantic

01 330ci

194432

Chris Maselka

West Des Moines

00 528ia

195290

Robert Pomerantz

Des Moines

01 X5

195287

Marilyn Potthoff

Waukee

01 X5

194990

Greg Ray

University Park

00 M Roadster

195288

Georgia Sarno

W Des Moines

01 X5

194320

Michael Sloter

Ames

90 325I

195293

Jennie Veenstra

Pella

01 740ia

DRIVING SCHOOLS
THE NOVICE PERSPECTIVE

by Fred Bell

I

n the last issue, Jay Read wrote about driving schools and why they are worthwhile. Now, Jay hits as many schools each year as he
can fit in, and drives in the most experienced class. If you are like Jay, a driving school junkie, STOP reading here. This article is just
for those who have never tried a driving school.
I have to admit – before coming to the inaugural meeting of the reborn Iowa chapter 15 months ago, I’d never even heard of driving
schools, excluding those where one aims a Neon down the street in pursuit of that bit of paper from the state signifying teenage freedom.
But now, by gosh, I’m a veteran of two (count ‘em, TWO!) driving schools at Heartland Park in Topeka. I’m not quite ready for Club
Racing yet, but I’d like to pass on a few thoughts as one newbie to others.
Watching videos of Heartland and Road America recently, a member had typical questions. “Is it dangerous? Do they make you drive
fast?” My response: “No one makes you drive any harder than you feel comfortable with”. And in most cases insist you drive well within
your means. I think this is key to these schools. They aren’t simply go-fast clinics, nor testosterone-fueled trials about who’s best on a
track. So, just what are they?
Driving schools are intended to be a safe place where you learn to handle your car well approaching YOUR limits, and to expand those
limits at a comfortable pace. First, You are grouped with folks at skill levels like yours. The group may have quite a range of vehicles,
from worn out 4-bangers to Enzo Ferrari’s finest– as it’s by driver, not chariot. Also, you’ll have a fully qualified instructor onboard with
lots of high performance seat time under his or her belt. Expect to get an instructor you can connect with. If you want more chalk talk,
different pace, or whatever, just ask. If the instructor still isn’t on your wavelength, ask for a change. After all, you pay good $$ to attend,
and the instructor is a volunteer – both of you want to go home thinking the weekend was a great time.
Speaking of heading home: In contrast to some amateur racing, driving schools have every expectation that you can drive your car home
in just about the same condition as it arrived, plus an ear-to-ear grin upon the driver’s face. Bending metal is strictly a no-no. Count on
leaving early if you do. Ditto for multiple spinouts and going agricultural. The emphasis is SAFETY. There’s no place here for a ‘mine’s
bigger than yours’ attitude. You’re there to learn and to have fun, but not at the expense of the health of yourself, other drivers or
vehicles. If you insist on trying to be the next Michael Schumaker in one weekend, You will be asked to leave.
Finally, let’s look at effects on your car, assuming you do as required and stay shiny side up on the pavement. I was rather anxious
about what rough treatment my year-old pride and joy was going to suffer at my first school. Our usually ebullient editor said he worried
about me the whole weekend, because I always had a couple extra forehead wrinkles. (Just my focus on nailing down the techniques,
Really.) For the next school, though, I thought I’d try higher-performance brake pads. After 16,000 miles, 7 autocrosses, and a weekend
at Heartland, it turned out that the old pads still were almost identical in thickness to the ones from the box. Okay, I grant that if you wait
until you see God before hitting the binders, like one of our chapter members, it’s possible to go through pads a whole lot faster. But I
think my experience shows that those Bavarian engineers build in plenty of hardiness, way more than us tyros can overdrive or use up in
a hurry. My tire wear isn’t as remarkable as the brakes, but still I’m getting quite good longevity on the M Coupe’s original rubber.
Bottom line, those of you with beautiful collector type BMW’s from several decades ago,and several hundred of thousands of miles might
not feel your car is up to a driving school, but most everything else with a hard top from Munich should work just fine. If you want to take
it a little easier, no problem. If you’ve got hot equipment, a heavy foot, AND sufficient skills to hit it harder, then go for it. Either way, you’ll
come back a better driver and will know more about how your car can perform when driven more skillfully.
So, have I convinced you yet that this is safe, fun, and still a valuable learning experience? Seems a bit contradictory, but that’s exactly
what you should expect. See you at the next school!
FYI, our 2001 chapter calendar has endorsed schools in July and November at Heartland, and there are numerous others from April
onward. See Tony Wiles or Dana Schrader about a good track and school to get rolling.
(pun thoroughly intended)

Fred, enjoying his M coupe

J &J Motorsport business card AD

Car Photo#1
Crop or size as necessary

For Sale
Cars
1988 325ic Red/Black, Auto, Great Condition.173k,$6000 o.b.o. Bill 319 447 0282
1984 733i High miles,needs some TLC or would be a great parts car, recent Transmission
overhall and many new parts includind tires. $1900 obo Steve (319) 277 6854
1969 Alfa Belina 5 spd. twin webers,solid,straight,and intact, light rust,near perfect interior
former SCCA national champion, needs work, $1000 o.b.o. Kent 243 7063
1980 Jag XJ40 sedan Silver/Blue 108k,Needs minor repairs $4200 o.b.o. Jack 277 8562
1984 Fiat Spyder Many new cosmetic and mechanical parts , Great summer toy, Cheap Z3
substitute $5500. Eric Burmeister 515 224 3617
1992 M5 Perfect condition 58k miles,sunroof,CD,built in radar protection front and rear,
two sets of tires, stored winters, $28750. Bob 515 229 1480
1997 328i Sedan Arctic/Grey leather,Loaded, Warranty to July 2001, $27500
Mike, 319 369 3359
1997 M3 Sedan Boston/Magma,5speed,Lux.Pkg,Warranty to 10/01 or 50k,Beautiful Cond,
$30500 o.b.o. Stuart 319 337 3383
1998 M3 Sedan 22k,Cosmo/Gray,5speed,$32000 515 577 8367

Parts
2002 13” steel wheels, with excellent Goodyear tires and hubcaps. $120
Jack 515 277 8562
95 M3 5-17X7.5 multispoke BMW Motorsport wheels excellent condition with 6 well worn but
trackable Michelin Pilots. M car traction for any E36 3 series. $900 obo, Doug @ 515 842 5859
E30 6 cylinder Bavarian Autosport 8mm High Performance Ignition wire set $50.
Rafael Toro 319 887 2399 after 5 p.m.
Michelin Arctic Alpin winter tires. P195/65/r15 mounted on BMW alloys ,$1500 new in 1999
$750 Terry 712 325 1062
2002 parts 1973 engine,and drivetrain, Dave 319 352 1096

Remember, Classified ads are free to club members. We need some new

Iowa Chapter website sponsored by: International Travel Associates

www.bmwia.org

Check it out !

United Airlines
European Motorcars of Des Moines
BMW of North America
Racers Wholesale
Turner Motorsports
B&B Triflow
Eibach Suspension
K Mac
Eurosport High Performance
Beckley Automotive
Kimberly Imports BMW
Autosolutions
Bavarian Autosports
Detail Pros
Rocky Mountain Motorworks
Yokohama Tire
Jim Simpson
Porterfield Enterprises
HMS Motorsport
OG Racing
TTRS Revolution Wheels
Global Imports
J&J Motorsport
Fikse Wheels USA
Maximillian Importing
Mechtronics
Greenwood Marketing
Hendrick BMW
Motive Products
Zymol
Bekkers Import Corporation
Kuhmo Tire
Bridgestone Firestone
Car Care Specialties
Diversified Cryogenics
Downing Atlanta
Wine Experience
Viva La Pasta
Dan Kruse BMW
European Motors LTD
Racer Parts
Electrodyne
Mech Tech Motorsports

The Iowa chapter sponsors listed above have not only contributed to our recently completed
Annual Meeting but have helped us become the fastest growing BMW CCA chapter in the
country. Please consider them for any of your future automotive products and services. And
remember to thank them personally for all they have done for your Iowa BMW club.

Annual Meeting Moments

Oktoberfest 2001
August 5th-11th

Its not too early to be thinking of attending the largest gathering of BMW car nuts in the world.

This years event will again return to beautiful Waterville Valley in New Hampshire. The advantage to
this location is it is also the perfect location for family vacations. With almost unlimited recreational
options and a resort atmosphere it could be the favorite Oktoberfest destination to date. Check out the
following link to see just how fun your next vacation could be. More details will follow as they become
available. Several Iowa Chapter members will be attending this year and we would like to make this an
Iowa Chapter Oktoberfest to remember. Contact Dave Brennan at: dbrennan@netins.net for the
inside information on Waterville Valley or check out these web-sites.

http://www.waterville.com/summer/
http://www.bmwcca.org/

P.O. Box 42113
Des Moines IA 50322
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