Summer Issue
July 14th-19th
Oktoberfest 2002 Keystone Colorado
A large contingent from the Iowa Chapter will be attending this years nationwide gathering of everything BMW. Join us in the many fun events or
just hang around and enjoy the peace and quiet of this very nice mountain
resort and the surrounding area.
_____________
Komen Drive for the Cure
Your chance to drive all the new BMW’s, and for every mile that you drive
BMW NA will donate $1 to the Susan B. Komen Foundation to help find the
cure for breast cancer. Talk about a no lose situation. Here is the Iowa
schedule for this summer.

Saturday, July 27th Kimberly Imports, Davenport, Iowa
Thursday, August 1st EuropeanMotorcars Des Moines

Sunday August 11th
TSD Rally
A new event for the Iowa Chapter. A TSD Rally is a Time Speed Distance
event that rewards accurate driving. No tricks, traps or riddles here. We
have a few details to work out, but as of this printing, plans call for this
event to take place in beautiful Western Iowa, also another first for the
Iowa Chapter. Watch your E-mail update for further details of this fun social
event. What? Your not on the E-mail update list?
Contact Doug at wittawerks@se-iowa.net and we will sign you up.

September 21st 22nd
See page 5 inside and contact Tony Wiles for all the fun details

WIRE

Don’t forget to visit the website at bmwia.org for up to the minute information,
photos and club clothing
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Tech

nique
By Doug Wittkowski

Stop Me!!! A phrase I heard many years ago, from my then future wife, on one of her
maiden voyages into high performance driving. Actually she was trying to keep her car
running long enough to make a corner, sort of a involuntary heel and tow braking situation
but hey, close enough.
As many of you know, once you have a car that accelerates quickly in a straight line and
handles well, as most all BMW’s do one or both very well right out of the package, we are
looking for more speed somewhere. Most of you know this performance thing is addicting.
Did you ever consider brakes as a performance item? Better yet, have you ever really
tested your brakes or as we like to call it “threshold brake”? If you have not, I invite you
first to try a few braking exercises. Now a driving school or safety school is the very best
place to really get a feel for this, but if you can find a nice lonely road some early Sunday
morning this will work with these following cautions.
Step 1, bring your BMW up to a moderate speed, say 40 mph, loosen your grip on the
wheel a bit and brake moderately hard. The object here is to make sure your car stops
well in a straight line with no pulling or jerking. If it does not perform perfectly see your
local technician before proceeding. Step 2, increase your speed and braking intensity in
several steps until you either have wheel lockup and or, if so equipped, your ABS (Antilock
Brake System) gives you feedback through the pedal. What did you find out? That’s correct, BMW’s have really good brakes don’t they? Actually, I know several owners who
were shocked at how good they are. BMW’s have been known for the best in production
brakes forever and you owe it to yourself to check them out. The threshold braking part of
the exercise is the ability to modulate the brake pedal just at the level of lockup or ABS
feedback. It’s a bit tricky but with a little practice it can be mastered. The illustration here is
that your BMW has very safe and competent brakes.
So, as a performance item, how do we gain speed or performance by stopping? In terms
of lap times, autocross times or simply the time it takes to get from point A to point B and
considering it is not a full throttle run, brakes and how they perform are very important to
performance. For example, if you are on a track and approaching a corner and could delay
braking to the last possible moment wouldn’t that make you faster to that corner? Wouldn’t
then your terminal velocity also be greater? Wouldn’t it be fun? A big Yes, to all three!
Unfortunately, braking is not an easy thing to improve upon, at least on a BMW. I had a
discussion last fall with a gentleman about how different stock type brake pads perform
and he stated that he couldn’t tell much difference at all with any of them. I thought that
was interesting and wondered if that were true and why? The basics of brakes are that the
size of the braking area, known as swept area (size of pad area + size of rotor area) is a
constant. Changing pads will not change that. But can’t we buy a more aggressive street
pad? Well, not really, as it turns out. If a brake pad is to be used on the street as a replacement it is required to work in a certain temperature range. It is that range that makes
most all premium quality street pads fairly equal in performance. So what can we improve
upon. Some of these street pad replacements do have the advantage of dusting less than
the German equivalents, a must for you concours people. Actually, that is due to a law
about graphite content required in German brakes. But all in all, for the street, BMW brake
pads are darn hard to beat for performance and price.
What about the track? Oh yeah, we can stop much faster on true race compound pads.
Race pads and modified rotors (drilled, grooved, or both) along with sticky race tires are a
huge step up in braking performance, bulge your eyes out, make you car sick performance . A big caution here, Do Not Ever consider using these pads on the street. If you are
a very advanced driver you might think you can get away with this, not a good idea. They
do not perform well at cool, normal driving temperatures, they eat rotors up, they squeal
and rattle like pigs, and are generally unsafe in all but high temperature track conditions.
On top of that they are technically illegal for street use. Add to that the fact that your
mother, girlfriend, wife, daughter or son might borrow your car sometime and you can see
why I say again DO NOT use these for the street.
There are also other stopping options like going to larger brake systems (an increase in
swept area) or lightening your cars weight but then only for people who track their cars often. In the big performance picture, brakes are big and the bigger the better, who said
size doesn’t matter?
ED.

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<
Winning Caption: "Like a child who doesn't want to leave a
favorite place, the Sport-Ute reaches out with one last effort to stay at the gas pumps”
Sent in by
Rafael Toro who wins a $100 Dinan Certificate
That was fun, look for this months Caption contest
elsewhere in this issue

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<
3rd Annual Spring Clean Car Concours
Jason Smith, Chairman

Simpson Motorsports
Business Card Ad

Use B&W version of supplied business card
in this months packet

Welcome Our New Members…
Dale Rupp 99 323i
Lindsay Clark
Mike Wiskirchen
Thomas Moore 94 325i
Robert Gillespie 02 325ix
Jan Gerber
Chad Andrews 01 330ci
Thomas Nelson 01 M Roadster
Marilyn Harvey 01 325xi
Jamie Lynch
Jim Paine 02 530ia
Joyce Renfrew 02 325ci
John Trevillyan 98 318ti
Keith Brautigam

THE WEATHER OUTSIDE WAS FRIGHTFUL…....BUT THE
CARS WERE SO DELIGHTFUL.
The heavy rain washed in several BMW’s to Simpson Motorsports in Iowa City in late April for the 3rd Annual Spring
Concours. For an event that is dependent on good weather,
you would have never guessed it was raining out by the number of members in attendance and several of those attending
were new members.
Due to the soggy and cold weather it was decided that only the
interiors would be judged this year. And the scoring in all the
classes was close!! Fred Bell’s 1999 M Coupe interior won the
Almost New class (2002-1998). Many of you may remember
his “entire” car won the class last year! A new entrant this
year, Martha Wittkowski, won the Nearly Classic category
(1997-1991) with her 1997 328is. There was a rumor she used
Q-tips to detail the interior! Mike Benge won the Vintage category (1990 -) with his very nice, slightly modified, 1985 635 Csi.
Fortunately, we stayed warm and dry in Jim Simpson’s shop
and there was plenty to keep us busy too. Jim finished an installation on Kevin Drury’s 540i 6-speed and performed a diagnostic check on Tom Clark’s 1999 M3. We also enjoyed
watching Jim’s 8-year old son Tim work on his go-cart that he
races on weekends. It sounds like Tim may be the first ever F1 driver to come out of Iowa. Good luck Tim!
The Charity selected for this years Concours was the Boys and
Girls Club and they received a portion of the entry fees. Note:
Due to the poor weather we decided to save the People’s
Choice voting for the picnic and all the “votes” will be donated
to them as well. We look forward to several clean BMW’s on a
bright sunny day in June.
Thank you very much to Jim Simpson for hosting the event,
Gene Nelson for assisting with the judging, and Mike Benge
and Rich Fristik for helping coordinate the event.
For all of your new and previously owned BMW needs as
well as parts and service contact a certified professional
1 800 733 4808 or
http://www.eurocarsdesmoines.com/

New additions to the Family

If you have a new or used BMW that has been recently added
to your family, why not share it with us.
We would love to see it !

Alison Bell’s hot new
1995 325is

Okay, not a Bimmer but one of
our favorite members has a new
Acura RSX,
Natalie Schrader promises she is
still loyal at heart.

Jason and Jen Smith and their
recently new, matching, Steel
Grey BMW’s a 2002 325 and
2002 X5 3.0, now we will see an
X5 at our events!

IM

AutoProbe

Automotive Performance in your Palm
OBD II Diagnostic Scan Tool

On September 21st and 22nd You could be here!
Having the time of your life!
Contact Tony Wiles or see our website for registration information

Please help support Your Sponsors...

Investment
Advisory
Group
Financial Planning and Wealth
Management Services
♦
♦
♦
♦

Asset management
Tax planning
Risk management
Retirement/estate
planning

Dales Tires-N-More

Fredrick A. Bell CFA, L.C.
Certified Financial Planner TM
4090 Westown Parkway, Suite A-3
West Des Moines, IA 50266
(515) 226-1656 (800) 524-0464
fredbellcfa@mchsi.com
Securities offered through EDI Financial, Inc. Member NASD, SIPC, MSRB

J&J Motorsports
Business Card Ad

Great news about oil, IM Technology/Iowa Motorsports is now a authorized Mobil 1 retailer.
We know many of you have been concerned about the recent problems and stories about
the many brands of synthetic oils and also have had trouble finding what you needed when
you needed it.
Worry no more, we have been discussing this problem all winter and now can offer Mobil 1
Oil products including all weights of Engine oil, Transmission fluid, Gear lubes, the famous
Mobil 1 synthetic grease, and Mobil 1 spray lube, all at the best prices in Iowa.
Visit the Mobil 1 Website at www.mobil1.com to see all of their premium automotive products. Due to the very small margin on these products only cash and carry from West Des
Moines or pick up at Iowa Chapter events is available, and only to Iowa Chapter BMW CCA
members and friends. Just send us an e-mail regarding what you need or with questions
and we will make sure your BMW has the very best in lubrication. witt@im-technology.com

Road America and Gingerman Driving Schools
The annual trek to Elkhart Lake, Wisconsin and South Haven, Michigan for members of the Iowa Chapter of the BMW
CCA. For many of our members spring means only one thing, the smell of burnt rubber and brake dust. That is it’s driving school time! We in the Midwest put up with a lot to live here but one benefit we do have is that we are within driving
distance of one of the best road courses in America-Road America at Elkhart Lake, Wisconsin. This is one of the few remaining old time, high speed road courses and our drivers look forward to it every year.
Then there is the relatively new venue of Gingerman which is located in southwestern Michigan at South Haven, just
the other side of Chicago. This track, which is a very technical and tricky to learn, was also coincidentally designed by
the same firm, Alan Wilson and Associates, who designed the new road course in Iowa-MidAmerica Motorplex, the
home of our two Iowa Chapter driving school events. Below are some of the photo’s of those events. Believe me,
photo’s don’t do it justice, this is big time fun!

Dana Schrader
fine tunes
the line

Tom Clark
brakes hard
into turn 1

Siraj Podikunju
Learns to
enjoy turn 2
President
Brennan
Loves big
brakes!

2002 Fall Color Tour
Tom Clark, Chairman

The wait for good weather and open roads is finally
over! Spring is here and we're all getting our cars
ready for a summer full of BMW excitement. This
can mean only one thing, it's time to start planning
for the 3rd annual Iowa Chapter Fall Color tour!
We've had a great time and great turnout in the past
and this year promises to be no different. For the
first time, we will be holding a joint tour with the
Northstar Chapter from Minnesota. We'll meet up
with the club members from the north along the tour
route and then have a chance to socialize at dinner
during our overnight stay in Preston, Minnesota.
Preston is one of southern Minnesota's most scenic
regions with lots of beautiful vistas and exciting
roads. Opportunities for leisurely sightseeing and
enjoyable driving will be the order of the day on this
tour!
Plans are still being finalized but the tour will be held
October 12th and 13th and now is the time to put
these dates on your schedule and make hotel reservations. This is a very busy time of year for color
touring and some members have been shut out of
accommodations in the past. Reserving early is the
plan for this year. We have blocked rooms at two
Preston area hotels, The Jailhouse Inn Bed and
Breakfast, http://www.jailhouseinn.com and a more
standard hotel, The Country Hearth Inn. Reservations are your responsibility and it is recommended
that you make them soon! The room reservations
are on a first come, first served basis and will be
held for us until August 31st. The Jailhouse Inn can
be reached at 507-765-2181 The Country Hearth Inn
is 507-765-2533.

Located in beautiful Dubuque, Iowa. Our states
very first city.
Dan Kruse BMW has earned BMW’s Center of
Excellence award which is the highest ranking of
combined sales and service customer satisfaction.
Master Technician Dave Baumann has been
with Dan Kruse for over 30 years! BMW NA
ranks Dave the #1 BMW Master Technician in
the entire Midwest region!
Experience Dan Kruse BMW for your next
BMW service or parts need.
Contact Dave Ackley at Dan Kruse BMW for
your next new or previously owned BMW.

Please call today and make your reservation!
Also, it would help us plan for the Saturday evening
dinner if you would drop an e-mail to toclark@cisco.
com and tell us how many people will be in your dinner party. I look forward to seeing you on the tour
this fall!

Dan Kruse BMW
645 Century Drive
Dubuque, Iowa 52002
Dave Ackley BMW Sales Manager
daveackley@mail.dankruse.com
1-800-373-2277 ext. 250

Cruisin’ round the Cones

by Fred Bell

Our May driving event was an autocross at the Waterloo Dog Track parking lot, again joining the well-organized crew of
Des Moines Valley Region of the SCCA. Early arrivals found Mike Benge already hard at work out on the course, helping
to set up cones. And Mike wasn’t even driving in the autocross; he’d just come to socialize with the other Bimmerheads! In
quick succession, we had a half-dozen cars from the club turn up to compete, in a variety of classes. As luck would have it,
no two of our members were in the same category, so all bragging rights have to be viewed with just a little skepticism.
That said, experience was clearly the deciding factor this round. Long-time autocross ace Scott Smed in his new 330ci
took first in his class (D Stock), as well as the top time among our group when adjusted on the PAX basis for car types.
Mike Owen, another old hand in the cone fields, took second in our group on both raw and PAX times in his C Stock 325i.
Your humble scribe in the M Coupe (A Stock) barely nosed out David LeCompte in his new M5 (Super Stock) by 11 hundreths of a second, but it should be noted that David is a novice and this was only his first event with the M5. David’s comment later was “Gee, this is the first time I’ve had to worry about a car that could break loose coming out of the corners!”
Yeah, Dave, 400-something horses hiding in the M5 CAN do that... Dave Hook competed with the beautiful blue M3 in B
Stock, and Rafael Toro had his 325e registered in Street Touring again. Rafael was last year’s club winner in his first-ever
autocross, no less. This year, the competition was a little tougher, and some guy in a Subaru took that class handily, but
Rafael still came in third among our group according to the PAX index.
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We also had several members come out to cheer on the participants and socialize. Dennis Jarchow and his bride, the entire LeCompte family, and Glen Henry all dropped by during the day. I’ll comment that this is one thing I really like about
our club – you don’t have to be a competitive spirit, nor even entered in the event, to join the festivities at a driving function.
We love to just see folks come out and enjoy the camaraderie of the group. See you all at the next event!

Bavarian ad
Another caption contest ! Above you see a spy
photo of the very limited edition BMW X5 to be offered
only in Iowa. BMW NA needs a model name or designation for this very exclusive new model.
Name this new model and win a door prize
…………………………………………………..
E-mail your caption to wittawerks@se-iowa.net
Speaking of X5’s do you know that in the history of this club we
have yet to see an Iowa member attend an event with an X5,
strange but true.

(Use new editions of supplied graphics). (When
the new editions run out re-run this set.)

FOR SALE
CARS

CARS continued

1997 Z3 Silver/Black, 66k miles, stored winters, new

1993 Jeep Grand Cherokee Limited, leather,

tires $18.5k tom@phelansinteriors.com
__________

1996 M3 Violet/Mulberry, 5spd, Luxury package and all
available options. A beautiful, perfect example with only
41k miles, $27950 Dave @ 319 395 9121 or 364 2410
__________

1996 Z3 Green/Tan, 38k miles, 5spd, excellent condi-

tion, no winters, must sell now! Jo Shea @ 515 242 5852

CD, loaded 128,000 miles. Asking $6250 E-mail Alison Bell
at bmwchickm3@hotmail.com

PARTS AND ACCESSORIES
1985 528e Parting out, E-mail for inquires at
wild4wheels@mchsi.com
__________

__________

1995 318i Boston Green/Sand 73k miles Heated

seats, Cruise, Sunroof, Performance upgrades, Excellent
Condition, $13100 Rich at 563 322 8268

4 Bridgestone RE 730 performance tires

225/60R/16 Nearly new. $400 at Tire Rack, $180 from me.
Contact Doug @ wittawerks@se-iowa.net
__________

__________

1988 528e 82k miles Delphin Grey/Oxblood leather,

very sound - would make a great winter car, “Sophia” is
her name & she needs a new home $4200 obo
wild4wheels@mchsi.com
__________

1984 533i 165k miles White/Brown leather, 5spd, a
nice driver that needs some attention for sale or seeking
good parts source in the Omaha area. $1000 obo. Robert
at nebcaboy@msn.com

1 Set Eibach ProKit Springs for 1995-1999 BMW
M3 new in box, $200 obo wittawerks@se-iowa.net

1 UUC Performance Exhaust for most E36 6 cyl.
models including M3, DTM tips, sounds great and looks
cool. On car less than one year $800 new $600 obo
wittawerks@se-iowa.net Will not ship.
__________
K-Mac front camber adjustment plates for E36 3 series-

clutch, rear shocks, very good mechanicals, needs some
body work, minor rust. Call Jack for details. $2000 obo
515 277-8562 or 515 865 5691

$240; Weathertech trunk mat for E36 3 series-$40;
Front crossdrilled rotors for E36 3 series-$10; Front &
rear hawk blue (track) brake pads for E36 3 series
+1/2 thickness $Free. Scott @ joyceandscott@earthlink.net
or 641 424 8454
_________

__________

BMW Fold-up Bike, 24 speeds, LIKE NEW retails for

__________

1976 2002 4spd, sunroof, 320i rims, new brakes,

1989 Honda CRX-SI ex-IMSA Firehawk endurance/

SCCA ITA race car. Full cage, race seat, panasports, konis,
hawks, kuhmos. Fun car! $4000. Contact
Scott @ joyceandscott@earthlink.net or 641 424 8454

$995 asking $650 contact david.trachtenberg@mchsi.com

Classified ads are free to club members!

Clean out that garage and send your ad to Doug @
wittawerks@se-iowa.net or Dana @
bmwiaweb@mchsi.com

Iowa Chapter website sponsored by: International Travel Associates

www.bmwia.org Check it out !

There is still time to register for the Ultimate BMW CCA Event

Social events, Vendor displays, Car shows, Driving schools, Races, Autocross, Rallies, BMW test drives,
Raffle prizes, Tech sessions, Win a new M3 or a very nice 2002.
One big BMW Party all in the very beautiful area of Keystone Colorado.

Join us for the fun!

http://bmwofest2002.com/

P.O. Box 42113
Des Moines IA 50322
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