Events and Dates

December
Annual Holiday Open House, December 6th 5 p.m. to ??
Stoney Creek Inn and Conference Center
5291 Stoney Creek Court, Johnston, Iowa 50131
(515)559-2065
Once again, we will have hor d’oeuvres, cocktails and great company!
This will be our Club’s Holiday Charity Event and we will be collecting
donations or items from the Animal Lifeline of Iowa Wish List.
See page 8 for more information and a door prize incentive!
Please RSVP, by November 29, to wittawerks@se-iowa.net
A limited number of guest rooms are available starting at $79
Reservations must be made by November 22nd, mention IA BMW Club

Nominations for the Board of Directors
are due December 10th
As outlined in the Club by-laws, we are encouraging members to nominate
individuals to serve on the Board. There are 7 officer positions:
President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer
and three at-large positions.
If you are interested in serving on the Board or would like to
nominate a fellow club member, please submit,
in writing or electronically, your nomination
to the club Secretary, Dave Trachtenberg
at david.trachtenberg@mchsi.com
or 3514 SE 20th St, Des Moines 50320

February 28, 2003
ANNUAL MEETING & BANQUET

Save this Date!

You won’t want to miss this one !
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Technique

By Doug Wittkowski

Enjoying Winter...
Okay, that is a big stretch in my book, but I do have a few winter tips as it relates to
owning and driving your BMW.
First of all, do not put your BMW away for winter. It is a car, and is made to be driven in
all three seasons we have here in Iowa, that is Summer, a short but beautiful Fall and 6
months of winter. Unless you have a dedicated track car, that is 2 inches off the ground
and with so much camber in the suspension that it steers itself on anything but the
smoothest asphalt, you are just missing out on several months of BMW ownership and
driving pleasure each year. You might have convinced yourself that keeping it off the
road will somehow protect it and thus make it even more special. But no, you are just not
getting to enjoy it for those 6 months. Life is much too short for such obsessive and expensive thinking. You know who you are...
Secondly, and for the love of God, please install proper winter tires on your BMW. Most
BMW’s have un-suitable tires for even cold weather driving not to mention driving on ice
and snow. It’s the tires Man! But I still hear BMW owners say things like “That car is dangerous in the winter” or “I need four wheel drive for winter” or my favorite automotive
fairy tale “front wheel drive is better in the winter”. It just makes the hair on the back of
my neck stand up! Your BMW is more than capable of anything but that occasional record blizzard. You know, those once in a great while storms where NO ONE should be
on the road! I am working on an event idea to prove this point, so I will keep you posted.
In the mean time, use winter as a chance to really enjoy your BMW. Huh? Sure, with
proper winter tires you can make a game of winter driving. That is, watching the faces of
those SUV drivers as you motor around them in the ice and snow, boy do they hate that.
I participate in this exercise every winter, as do many of our members. Ice and snow
driving is also a good chance to get a feel for your car. Limited traction driving is a great
tool for practicing car control, yes the same car control we teach at our high performance
driving events, but at much slower speeds and with much more time for your reactions.
Which brings us to driving technique in the winter. Smooth is the secret. Smooth driving
is the key to speed on a dry track in the summer but is essential to safe driving on the
highways. In the winter on ice and snow it is the key to safely driving and enjoying yourself. Inputs of steering, braking ,throttle and shifting must be smooth as to not upset the
balance of the car. Not slow, but smooth.
One of the best drivers I have ever met looked forward to icy roads all winter so he could
practice his smoothness. I remember way back to one particular drive in upper Michigan.
It was a nasty cold and windy day and we were traveling on an ice packed two lane road
on the way back from a ski trip. The car was a mid-70’s GM wagon of some sort. Not
exactly your first choice for performance driving. Never the less, this driver knew the limits of this car, never put it in a position he was unsure of and proceeded to put on a virtual clinic of car control. I had ridden with this gentleman on many occasions, in many
different kinds of cars at very high speeds, but this drive was when I first realized there
really was something to actual driving skill. It was a very exhilarating ride and may have
been the one event that changed my way of thinking about driving, and about driving in
slippery conditions.
Your enemy in the winter is not the ice and snow. Your biggest concern should be the
other driver. Unfortunately, in general terms, we do not come close to taking driving seriously in this country and most of the time we are traveling the roads with riders rather
than drivers. It’s not that they drive any worse in the winter than summer, it’s just that the
bone-head moves that they can get away with on dry roads don’t work at all when things
get slippery. The worst drivers? Yes you guessed it, again it’s those SUV and four wheel
drive owners. They have paid for equipment that they haven’t a clue how to use. They
translate the improved traction into improved performance and these vehicles are not
stable or improved at anything but straight line traction. Be Careful out there.
Damn, I’ve scared myself, I think I will stay in this winter , you 'all have
fun! :-)

Investment
Advisory
Group
Financial Planning and Wealth
Management Services
♦
♦
♦
♦

Asset management
Tax planning
Risk management
Retirement/estate planning

Fredrick A. Bell CFA, L.C.
Certified Financial Planner TM
4090 Westown Parkway, Suite A-3
West Des Moines, IA 50266
(515) 226-1656 (800) 524-0464
fredbellcfa@mchsi.com
Securities offered through EDI Financial, Inc. Member NASD, SIPC, MSRB

Oktoberfest News Flash…
The Iowa Chapter was extremely honored to
have received the First Place Award in the
2003 ZF Public Service Awards at the recent
2003 BMW CCA Oktoberfest Awards Banquet!
The Award is sponsored by ZF, the world’s
largest independent automotive supplier of
driveline and chassis technology. The awards
were established to encourage and recognize
CCA chapters that raise money for non-profit
organization in their communities.
Each Chapter submits their entry and a ZF
employee committee selects the winners for
1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th & 6th place winners plus
several honorable mention winners.
Winning chapters receive a cash award and a
beautiful memento.
Your Chapter won this year for the 02 N 02
Raffle that raised over $12,000 for Easter Seals
Iowa! Thanks to everyone who helped on the
raffle and to all those who purchased tickets!
Also, Iowa Chapter member and perennial
BMW club hot shoe Russ Wiles posted FTD
(Fast Time of the Day) in the highly competitive
Annual Oktoberfest Autocross event. Dude?
Way to go!

What could be better than a Saturday drive in your
BMW?
By Cindy Dolmage
Add your companion, or should I say navigator, and a masterfully
planned rally through the winding back roads of Northeast Iowa
and you have the makings of a perfect day! That is what we did on
Saturday, Oct 11th for the Fall Color Tour.
Big thanks to Tom Clark for once again taking the time to plan and
execute an outstanding rally. We motored through the some of the
most beautiful countryside that northern Iowa has to offer.
Tom carefully created a time/speed/distance (TSD) rally that took
us all through the scenic roads of Allamakee County. (Not one I
had ever heard of, but who can know all 99!) We drove over ridge
roads, with breathtaking views of the valleys below in full fall color,
and we drove through the river valleys of equal splendor. The trees
were gorgeous, and the traditional fall colors of crimson, gold, and
orange were out in force. Everyone should take the time to plan a
driving trip to see the beauty of our state when the trees are at their
best.
Lunch was an interesting adventure in a town I would never have
visited if not for this rally. Most of us on the rally took the opportunity to stop in Gunder, IA and many enjoyed the famous
“Gunderburger”. Which, for those who missed it, was the largest
hamburger with all the trimmings I have ever seen. We also had
the pleasure of passing through Elkader, Elgin, Fayette, West Union, Waukon, Dorchester and several other picturesque towns in
Iowa.
Our final destination was Preston MN, with an optional stop in picturesque Lanesboro. And even if you did not participate in the rally,
you would not want to miss Lanesboro, as it is a shoppers’ delight,
with many quaint little shops. Unfortunately, by the time most of our
group arrived in Minnesota it was raining, which dampened everyone’s spirits somewhat. However, when we woke up on Sunday
morning the rain was gone and the weather was beautiful for the
remainder of the tour.
After the rally, we met at the Jailhouse Inn for a wonderful evening
where the Northstar BMW Chapter from Minnesota joined us as
well. The Iowa rally winners were announced as follows: Lisa Wilcox and Bill Case, driving the Black Z3, took first place honors, in
their first TSD rally! Second place went to Ralph and Mary Briggs,
driving “Precious’, their 1972 green 2002. Third place went to
Denny and Sandy Bryant in the blue Z3.
Others that participated in the rally were Jim & Linda Paine in a
2002 530ia, Fred & Lynne Bell with the 1999 Boston Green M
Coupe, Roger & Dianne Menneke driving their 2001 Estoril Blue M
Roadster, and Denny & Cindy Dolmage in a 1999 Estoril Blue M
Roadster. Mike Benge & Diana Patten provided the checkpoint
work, using Mike’s beautiful 1985 gray 635Csi to sit out the hours
until the participants eventually found the finish line. In addition,
Marita and Tom Clark brought their 1999 red M3 and met us in Preston for a evening of car talk and a wonderful dinner prepared by
the Jailhouse Inn, which is a delightful Bed and Breakfast that was
originally a real jailhouse. In fact, it even still has a room with jail
cells inside, as well as several other delightfully appointed rooms
where you can spend the night.
Once again the Fall Color Tour was a wonderful weekend. We had
a great drive that included awesome views, and an interesting
lunch, topped off with a great dinner enjoyed with friends with
BMWs. Does it get better than that? I’m looking forward to next
year already.

Tires, a primer on selection and care
Type:
Select the type of tire that best supports your application - how you will be driving. All tires compromise one attribute for another. For instance, maximum performance summer tires will have extremely good grip but will also be
noisy, ride harshly and wear quickly. Touring tires will have a great ride be very quiet have low roll resistance but
will not have high enough grip for off highway performance driving. Winter tires are self explanatory and not only
do amazing things on snow and ice but the compound they are made from stays soft in winter temperatures for
much improved cold dry weather handling. All-season tires are inexpensive but for the most part not suitable for a
BMW in my opinion. In general, the better the tire grips on warm dry pavement the shorter its life will be. Read the
sidewall of the tire for wear rating numbers as they are an indication of tread wear but only relative to similar tires
in the same category. Bargain tires, like most bargains, are usually as good as what you pay for them. Ask your
fellow club members for tire advice before purchasing. Many have had experience with a number of street and
track tire combinations.

Care:
Inflation pressures, for street driving and for all sizes and types of tires even for those of you that have installed
larger tires and wheels on your BMW’s, should be started at the manufacturers recommendations found in your
owners manual or printed on the door jam. I personally run my tires 2-4 psi. higher than recommended with very
good results. Check tires at least twice a month and in between seasons of the year. Large temperature swings will
increase/decrease pressures accordingly. Buy a good tire gauge. See Russ Wiles for recommendations.

Rotation:
BMW’s are very sensitive to wheel and tire roundness, radial run out, and balance. In fact, I recently learned that
BMW purposely installs the best wheels in terms of trueness on the front end of their cars at the factory. Because
of that, they now do not recommend rotating wheels from front to rear. That being said, for even tire wear, there is
no way around rotation on a car with independent suspension on all four wheels. But, if you develop slight vibrations or a pulsing in the steering wheel, this could be the cause. BMW’s are known for feel. Unfortunately, any deviation from perfection in balance or trueness will also be felt. Which brings us to another problem I have been
seeing more of lately. Low profile tires and wheels look very cool but in the Midwest we have potholes galore.
These potholes will bend aluminum wheels easily, especially with an under inflated tire. Just something else to
watch for and check if you are having vibration problems. And Remember that your 3-4000 lb. BMW is being driven
and ultimately controlled by 4 tire contact patches smaller than the size of the page you are presently reading.

Bavarian ad

Note:
New Artwork included in previous packet
Run this same ad continuously until further notice

SEPTEMBERFEST 2003 DRIVING SCHOOL
Red Light
you will have to wait a minute...

It’s GREEN-Lets GO!!

Maybe next
time around!

What are they contemplating?

Another GREAT DRIVING SCHOOL!
Thanks to the Committee and
Volunteers who helped make it
happen and to BMW of Lincoln for
sponsorship!

FALL COLOR TOUR 2003

Fast and LOUD!

Final Checkered Flag
Can’t wait for Next Year

WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST MEMBERS!
Over 200 new members since our last newsletter!
Your Iowa chapter now has a total membership
of 634. We want to welcome each of you to the
club and hope to see you and your BMW at a
Club Event soon!

NEW AREA ON OUR WEB-SITE!!
Check out the new Forum area of our web site! A
place for discussion, debate, questions and answers, comments and
observations!

www.bmwia.org

Simpson Motorsports
Business Card Ad

J&J Motorsports
Business card ad.

Use B&W version of supplied card

Note: Border added

Note: Border added

Located in beautiful Dubuque, Iowa. Our states very first city.
Dan Kruse BMW has earned BMW’s Center of Excellence Award which is the highest ranking of
combined sales and service customer satisfaction.
Master Technician Dave Baumann has been with Dan Kruse for over 30 years!
BMW NA ranks Dave the #1 BMW Master Technician in the entire Midwest region!
Experience Dan Kruse BMW for your next BMW purchase, service or parts need.
Discounts to BMW CCA members. New Showroom Under Construction!

How does this small BMW Center in Dubuque Iowa service and sell so many BMW’s?
Why do our customers come from as far as Chicago and Des Moines to Dan Kruse BMW?
Come in and find out!
645 Century Drive
Dubuque, Iowa 52002
Dave Ackley BMW Sales Manager
daveackley@mail.dankruse.com
1-800-373-2277 ext. 250

NEW CHAPTER MERCHANDISE NOW
AVAILABLE
ON-LINE
European Motors,Ltd.
is a premier independent auto dealer and service facility. We specialize in BMW, Audi, VW
and Volvo. Other makes we support are
Mercedes, Porsche, Jaguar, Saab and Ferrari.
We pride ourselves on our personal service
and that we were chosen Iowa's #1 Quality
Dealer out of nearly 3,000 auto dealers.
Our service department boasts ASE Master
Mechanic status and over 20 years of BMW
experience. Our state of the art facility
subscribes to the latest repair information
including Technical Service Bulletins (TSB's).
We strive to fix your car right the first time and
within the estimated time and price we quoted.
We stock 40 hand picked European cars.
All of our front line cars must pass a rigorous
90 point safety inspection
before being offered for sale.
We also add a 3000 mile/3 month limited
driveline warranty and a free Car fax title
search to these vehicles for your protection.
Looking for that special car? We have access
to over 500 one owner BMWs every month so
we can help you locate just what you want.
5405 Center Point Rd NE
Cedar Rapids
800 868-9572 or 319-393-8496
www.euroltd.com
--------------------------------------------------------------

Redeem this
coupon for a list of
Available TSB's for your BMW
(Technical service bulletins are
manufacturer identified problem areas
and prescribed solutions)

VISIT OUR WEB SITE AT
www.bmwia.org AND CLICK ON
THE “WEB STORE” LINK

A GREAT SELECTION OF
SHIRTS
POLOS
T-SHIRTS
SWEATSHIRTS
FLEECE PULLOVERS
LADIES SHIRTS
JACKETS

*A Gift for your BMW Lover ?*
REASONABLY PRICED AND MOST
ITEMS ARE SHIPPED
WITHIN 24 TO 48 HOURS.

Wish List

ANNUAL
HOLIDAY PARTY
This year, at our Annual Holiday Open House, we will
be collecting donations and/or items from the Animal
Lifeline of Iowa Wish List. Animal Lifeline is a special
needs, no-kill animal shelter that accepts unowned
cats and dogs that are orphaned, injured, nursing,
pregnant, abandoned, abused, neglected or handicapped. Once strong and healthy the animals are
placed up for adoption so they can find their perfect
“forever home”.
Plan on attending for cocktails, hor d’oeurves and
friendship with fellow club members and help the shelter animals have a great holiday too!
So that we can plan on enough food, please e-mail
your RSVP by November 29 to
wittawerks@se-iowa.net
The Stoney Creek Inn has graciously donated a room
at their property which we will RAFFLE! Everyone who
brings something or makes a donation for the Shelter
or animals will be placed in the drawing!

Dish Soap
Vacuum - tank type
Bleach
Mini Shop Vacuum
Tide HE or Wisk HE
Hand Held Steamer Sanitizer
Trash Bags-Large
Digital Camera
Purex Laundry Soap
Computer's
Hand Sanitizer
Small Power Washer
Tall Kitchen Trash Bags
Nutro dry dog food
Ziploc Bags – all sizes
Adult; Puppy; Large Puppy
Dryer Sheets
and Senior
Paper Towels
Nutro Max Cat dry food
Glade Plug Ins
Maintenance; Kitten; Lite
Gentle Leader Collars
Sterilized Beef Bones
Flexi-leashes
Nylabones
Baby Scale
Small/Medium Milk Bones
Blankets (non-electric)
Guma Bones
Quilts
Peanut Butter – Creamy
Dog & Cat Toys
“Roarhide” Bones
Washable dog beds
Small refrigerator
Washable cat bed
Rock/Gravel for parking lot
Stuffed Animals
Canned Air
Fleece Dog Toys
Booda & Rag Bones
Tidy Cat Litter (non scoopable) Dog Pooper Scoopers
HP Printer Cartridges HP15, HP78, HP56, HP57
Colored Copy Paper
Pastel Card Stock

EuroWerkzLC
Fine European Cars, Replacement and High Performance Parts, and Service

At EuroWerkz we are plain and simple car lovers, we live and breath high performance automobiles.
We offer the best in previously owned cars and can find you your next dream car at a reasonable price.
We are also a wholesale distributor for the largest European auto parts importer in the United States
and offer great discounts and drop shipment to your door in 3-4 days. We have been BMW CCA members for over 20 years and have been playing with cars as a hobby and professionally for generations.

What can we do for you?

wittawerks@se-iowa.net

See How The Car Business Should Be Done...

FOR SALE
CARS

PARTS AND ACCESSORIES

1971 Bavaria Polaris silver/Blue vinyl 3.0L dual Webers.
Great Interior, Strong Engine, Rusty Body $500 obo Kent
515 246 1559
1976 2002 Sahara/Brown 4spd. Sunroof, many new
parts. Drives very good, Needs minor body detailing and
paint. $2000 obo Jack @ 515 865 5691

1984 BMW 733i 106k miles, Beautiful Lapis blue over
Blue cloth. 218h.p 6cyl. 5 speed, Sunroof, Original 14’
wheels, complete European tool kit, first-aid kit, and fire
extinguisher. Mods include Borbet wheels, RE71’s, Bilstein
Sports, K&N air filter, Bavarian strut tower brace. Never
adult driven and enjoyed completely, concours winner,
$5500 obo. I will really hate to see her go….Scott Hamilton
at scottyboy89@msn.com

1987 535is Overall good condition. It runs well but
needs more attention than we can give it. One mild Iowa
winter. $3200
Obo, Jeff @ 515 276 2536
1997 M3 sedan auto White/Magma, No winters 30k miles
Sunroof CD alarm super nice $25k obo. Iowa location
Andy 512 970 3734.
1997 M3 Sedan 5 spd. 150k miles Mobil1 since new Cosmos Black/grey cloth motorsports interior. Sunroof, forged
wheels Supersprint exhaust, K&N Intake $11k obo.
stevewilliams@ced9671.com

Set of 4 BMW Roundel Cross Spoke wheels mounted with
Michelin Pilot HX tires. 16x7.5 offset for all 3 series 1992current. Nice Wheels and tires. $800 rupp11@msn.com or
515 238 9118
BMW Fold-up Bike, 24 speeds, LIKE NEW retails for
$995 asking $650 contact david.trachtenberg@mchsi.com
E36 winter tires and wheels, 4 Blizzak WS-50 205/60R/15
tires mounted on Borbet type B aluminum wheels. 1 winter
& only 3000 miles. will fit all E36 318, 325, 328, 1992-1999.
Get ready for winter for only $450+ shipping Also…
Soundgate BMW to Sony CD changer adapter allows you
to connect a Sony CD changer to all pre-wired E36 BMW’s.
Was $140 new I want $80. I also have a Sony 10 disc
changer and E36 mounting bracket for $125 or both for
$185 + shipping. Contact Dennis 319 833 9087 or jarchowdennis@johndeere.com
4 Winter tires 225 16 Pirelli 210’s on Borbet Type T wheels
for E39 5 series. Very clean with 60-70% tread remaining.
$550 Contact Stu Lehr at 515 208 1121 or
photon4@aol.com
4 Bridgestone WT-05 winter tires 225/45R17 mounted on
MSW alloys, fit E36 M3 & E46 w/ sport package, perhaps
others-$500. Hardtop rack for E46, with cover-$200;
Wind deflector-$250. Contact Al @ 515-270-0933 or
awj0933@mchsi.com

1998 Z3 1.9 5 spd. Red/Black Loaded including CD
changer. All service records with recent 45k service completed 43000 miles new Yokohama AVS ES100 tires Immaculate condition $20k Dale at rupp11@msn.com or
Drupp11@aol.com 515 238 9118

Wanted
1988-91 325/525 M20 Inline 6 cylinder engine with or
without transmission. Dylan @ 515 993 3844

2000 323i Orient blue/Sand leather, 5spd, Heated seats,
Sunroof, HK sound, CD, 17” wheels, 21k miles, Very Clean.
Mark 515 299 2995, 515 669 6087, holmes1023@msn.com

Wanted, More Ads!

1994 Audi 100 CS Quattro 114k well equipped and
maintained. $7750 Jim @ 515 981 5115

New additions to the Family ?
If you have a new, or new to you ,BMW .
We would love to see it !
Send your details and photos to
wittawerks@se-iowa.net

EuropeanMotorcars Des Moines is an Iowa Chapter BMW CCA Sponsor
Their huge selection of new and previously owned BMW’s along with a facility second
to none in the upper Midwest makes it “The” BMW retailer for Central Iowa.
BWM CCA members receive many benefits when doing business at
EuropeanMotorcars Des Moines. Like…
♦

20% parts, accessories, and lifestyle item discount
♦ 10% service labor discount to members

(You must present Chapter Membership card
at time of ordering parts or service to receive discount !)
Free club membership to customers who purchase new BMW’s

9999 Hickman Rd. Des Moines Iowa 515 278 4808
Or on the web at
www.eurocarsdesmoines.com

Happy
Holidays !
Volume 5
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2003
P.O. Box 42113
Urbandale, IA 50323
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