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Winter driving and traction control… or not?
It was a normal mid-December winter day in
Iowa, cool, but not bitterly cold, partly sunny and
with a good weather forecast, calling for only a
slight chance of flurries late in the evening. “Okay,”
I thought to myself, “I’ll drive the Z4 to Cedar
Rapids and back for my meeting.”

30-40 mph. Then, approaching a long hill on I-80
I see a big problem. Several cars and trucks have
gone off the road at the crest of the hill. Nothing
too serious for them it appears, but traffic is
backing up in the left lane and slowing down to
a crawl.

Fast forward to 7 p.m. and I am heading home,
eastbound on I-80. My wife has called me and
said it has started to snow a bit. Not fun, but not a
big problem, the salt trucks will be out in force.
Has the weather service made a mistake? Hard to
believe isn’t it? At mile marker 220 it starts to
snow, and snow hard. Less than 100 miles to go,
no problem. Okay, big problem as the snow is
hitting the warm pavement, melting and refreezing. At mile marker 180 the roads are like a
skating rink. Cars and trucks are having problems
and many people trying to make dry weather
maneuvers on ice are ending up in the ditch. I see
a semi truck jack-knife up ahead. I gradually slow
down in the right lane and drive as smoothly as
possible with no sudden throttle, brakes or
steering inputs. The slightest call for power has
the traction control (Dynamic Stability Control on
this model) going crazy. I’ll be alright if everyone
around me plays it cool. We are now traveling at

Not good! Especially not good for yours truly in a
Z4 at 2900 lbs. a bunch of power and most
importantly at this point 18 inch highperformance summer tires. Yes, all the preaching I
do about how winter tires are a must on every car
for the winter and here I am caught out, iceskating in a Z4. At about 10 mph I had thoughts
that traffic would keep moving up and over the
hill but that prayer was not answered as someone
up ahead could not make the hill. I stop. And that
is as far as I go east for the next 30 minutes. The
car will not move forward at all. The slightest
acceleration has the car moving left or right but
not forward. Uh oh? What to do? Traffic is
backing up and I need to clear this lane, to give
the folks still approaching this hill a fighting
chance at making it. I let the Z4 slide and back up
into the right lane. I am stuck, not in a ditch or in
a deep snow bank, but in the right hand lane of
I-80 in about two inches of snow and glare ice.
continues on page 3
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November 11, 2006
Bowling Outing and Social – 1:00 p.m.
Join us for some friendly competition on the lanes – bowling lanes that is!
Lancer Lanes
3203 6th St SW, Cedar Rapids
(Located just of 1-380 on the south side of Cedar Rapids)
For more information contact Dana Schrader, Event Chair at dana@equineforce.com
November 18, 2006
Tech Session – Tips on Detailing Your BMW 10:00 a.m.
Join us at Complete Garage for tips on detailing your BMW (and other vehicles) using Griot’s products.
Complete Garage is located in the Westfield Plaza, 8805 Chambery Blvd. Suite #650, Johnston
(Three blocks north of the 1-80 and 86th Street intersection) Phone: 515-334-0916
For more information please contact Dave Trachtenberg, Event Chair at secretary@bmwia.org
December 2, 2006
You are cordially invited to celebrate the Holiday Season at the Iowa Chapter BMW CCA
Holiday Open House and Wine Tasting – 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
3642 Northwood Dr. NE, Cedar Rapids
(.3 miles to Northwood Dr NE from the 42nd Street and I-380 interchange)
Hosted by our Chapter President, Mike Benge at his home in Cedar Rapids. This will be a fun and relaxed
open house and we are asking everyone who attends to bring their favorite bottle of wine to share and
to make a $5 per person donation to Animal Lifeline of Iowa, a special needs, no-kill animal shelter in
central Iowa. Sure to be a great way to start the holiday season for us and for the animals at the shelter.
For more information contact Mike at president@bmwia.org

Wishing you and yours a joyous holiday season.
January 8, 2007
Informal Social – 6:00 p.m.
Cosi Cucina Grill, 1975 NW 8th St, Clive
February 5, 2007
Informal Social – 6:00 p.m.
Felix & Oscar’s, Merle Hay Rd, West Des Moines
March 13, 2006
Informal Social – 6:00 p.m.
The Big Steer, Adventureland Drive, Altoona
2007 Events - What would you like to do?
Is there interest in the Chapter putting hosting an Autocross?
More social gatherings?
Fun Rallies, TSD Rallies?
Technical Sessions and Topics?
Please share your thoughts and ideas with Don VanLengen, Events Coordinator at
events@bmwia.org or Doug Wittkowski, Driving Events Chair at wittawerks@lisco.com or
log on to our Yahoo! board at www.bmwia.org
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Winter driving and traction control… or not?
continued from front cover

What to do? I need a tow, but based on all the tow trucks I have
seen already this will not be an easy thing to get done.
I call the BMW roadside assistance number. They say, “no problem,
we will get to you, but it will be at least two hours at this point due
to an overwhelming number of calls from your area. Where are
you?” Right, stuck “on” I-80 in the right hand lane. They forward my
call to 911 and the DOT and highway patrol is informed of my
precarious position. This is not good, I am a sitting duck out here
and I have two not-so- good choices. Put her over onto the
shoulder or leave her right here where she and I will surely get hit
eventually. The BMW roadside operator had asked me if my
traction control was working and I said that it was. Hmmm, maybe
working a bit too good? Might be worth a try? What do I have to
lose at this point. So, like I have done so many times before on dry
roads and at the track I turned off the traction control this time,
rather than for some spirited driving, in hopes that I might just get
the car moving up the hill. It worked. Not great, but with the
slightest release of the clutch and gentle feathering of the throttle I
was moving, not fast – a crawl – but I was moving. I made the
crest of the hill and proceeded to the next exit at a very slow pace
in the right lane with emergency flashers going.
Exit 173, some of you might remember this exit as the place we
started a club rally a few years ago. This night it looked just like
home sweet home, at least for a while. I wasn’t alone as this was
now home for several drivers. It would have been nice if there was
a hotel at this exit, but I was just happy to be off the road for a
while. At 11 p.m. the Best Burger Café and gas station was closing
and I needed to make another decision. Sleep in the Z4 for the

night or try to make it home. I decided a catnap in the Z4 (thankful
for heated seats) for an hour or so and then see how the roads
were. At midnight, I filled her up with premium at the all-night
pumps and headed east again. The approach to I-80 was truly
horrible but the right lane was semi-clear and I was on my way. At
the Newton exit #164 I turned off onto Highway 14 to head south
and home and found it another skating rink. I made the best
decision of the day, I turned the Z4 around and checked in at the
local Holiday Inn Express for the night.
The next morning I find that I have traveled 110 miles and it only
took 10 hours. But I was thrilled to have both the car and myself
home in one piece. There is no moral to this story. I could go on
about how man is still a better driver than any computer, or how
all cars need to have winter tires. Forget all that. Just please be
careful out here.
Looking forward to spring… q

Call for Nominations for the
Board of Directors
As outlined in the Chapter’s byaws, we encourage
members to nominate individuals to serve on the
Board of Directors. There are four officer positions,
President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer and
three At-Large positions.
If you are interested in serving on the Board of
Directors, or would like to nominate a fellow club
member, please submit – in writing or electronically –
your nomination to the Chapter Secretary, David
Trachtenberg at secretary@bmwia.org or mail to:
3514 SE 20th Street, Des Moines, IA 50320.

N E W S W E R K S • N O V E M B E R / D E C E M B E R 2 0 0 6 | I O WA C H A P T E R B M W C C A | w w w. b m w i a . o r g

3

BMW CCA Iowa Chapter Sponsors

Street Survival #2 – A (Non-) Smashing Success!
by Fred Bell
Our second annual Street Survival and Car Control Clinic was held on October 1st at Southeast
Polk High near Des Moines. The day dawned beautifully clear and pleasant, a great harbinger for
a fall event. The dawn also shed its light on a couple folks already out there working hard on our
behalf – Bart Holden and Jarrod Igou of Des Moines Valley Region SCCA were already there at
6:30 that morning, bringing the DMVR autocross trailer and equipment and setting up the first of
our three exercise sets for the participants. Manythanks to DMVR and several of their members
who helped with setup, working the course all day, and instructing the participants. Our
sponsors were the BMW CCA Foundation and The Tire Rack at the national level, as well as our
local sponsor, EuropeanMotorcars Des Moines. Others who also helped included the Altoona and
Des Moines Fire Departments who loaned us a goodly supply of fire hose, and the Des Moines
Water Works contributed all the water we used out of the fire hydrants as a public service.
We had a full-capacity crowd of 30 participants, half of whom were in the target age range for
Street Survival training, and the rest were club members who were out doing the Car Control
Clinic, adding a few more driving techniques to their experience.
The participants learned a lot more about how to make the car go where desired, even on a
slippery surface, and they had a good time doing it. Instructors and workers had an enjoyable
day as well. The smiles on the instructors’ faces when describing how a student “got it” after some
encouragement and practice also
help tell the story of Street
Survival. This event is a great
community service for the teens in
our area, as well as an opportunity
for club members to learn better
driving and/or contribute their
efforts to the program. Special
thanks to some of the key
participants – Dana Schrader as
chief instructor, Brian Smith as
classroom professor, Bart Holden
as Field Marshal, Bob Mullen with
pre-event publicity, Doug
Wittkowski and Mike Benge for
running the tech inspections, David Trachtenberg as registration guru and food guy, as well as
many others who took on extra tasks. Don Van Lengen’s lane-change lights rig was a focal point
of our afternoon exercises, and we couldn’t have gotten going in the morning without Rick
Talbot’s “fat pil” run to Krispy Kreme! Finally, my thanks to all instructors, participants, and workers
even if I didn’t mention your name here individually – this event is a huge group coordination
exercise, and it all happens because of the efforts that each of you provide. q
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“ [My] instructor was excellent and
helped [me] gain confidence
behind the wheel.” [from a club
member student]
“ I just wanted to say thank you for
the great driving school yesterday.
I was pretty nervous, but ended up
having a blast. My instructor was
young, but he was able to teach me
a lot.” [from a 25-year-old club member]

“ Thanks for including us [sic] in Street
Survival. He loved it and learned a lot. I’m
so glad he participated in this program and
so is he. I got to meet and talk to his
instructor and I was very impressed with
him also.” [from the parent of a teen student]

“ Today’s event was excellent! My
son gained a lot from it and had a
good time. Well worth the price of
admission. (...and getting to run the
fireman’s hose was a bonus!)”
[from the parent of a teen student, who
also worked all day on the course –
thanks, Doug!]
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Day after Christmas last...
Story and photos by: Ralph & Mary Briggs
Me: “How would you like to do something different for New Year’s
Eve this year?”
New Year’s has pretty much always been a non-holiday for me. For
six years of working at The Des Moines Register, I worked that holiday
by choice. A change in job responsibilities meant I could do
something different.

bank for the balance. No way were we driving away with the car
unless something changed. It was 8:00 am on a Saturday morning,
and we were about two hours from Midway.
Thus started a frantic series of calls going three-ways between my
banker, the seller, and us. I was literally on the phone to the banker
as we pulled into long-term parking at Midway finalizing a wire
transfer (to myself, of course) in New York.

She: “What do you have in mind?”
Me: “How about spending it at the Rock Bottom brew pub
in Cleveland?”
We are “Mug Club” members at the one in Des Moines. (“Beer is
proof that God loves you, and wants you to be happy,” said Ben
Franklin. Really. Great man.)
She: “Why Cleveland?”
Me: “Because that’s half way between New York City and
Des Moines.”
She: “Why New York City?”
Me: “Because that’s where I have to go to pick up the car I bought
on eBay.”
She: “OK. What car?”

We hurried to the check-in counter to learn our plane had just left.
Somehow I had messed up our departure time. Not only that, even
though I had a printout with a registration confirmation for both of
us, my spot had been cancelled, leaving Mary to fly out on her own!
The airline counter people were great, and booked us for the very
next flight – both of us this time and at the same price.
We took off at a dead run to security. Mary made it through without
a problem. Mary turned around, and I wasn’t there. Turns out the last
minute booking of a one-way ticket to New York City by a longhaired character in a derby hat set off a few alarms, and I was
getting special attention elsewhere.
Security was actually very polite and somewhat intrigued
(bemused?) by my story. I made it through pretty quickly, and took
off for the departure gate. The last few people were boarding, but
there was no sign of Mary. Called her on her cell phone, no answer.
Briefly considered boarding without her, but that seemed like a
really bad idea on so many levels, so I started to go look for her. Only
took a few steps, and there she was, heading in a hurry for the gate.

An honest and true recitation of the exchange.
The car is a 1996 BMW 328i with lots of goodies, including factory
sport suspension, sport leather seats, premium sound system, auto
tranny, four doors, and medium miles. Carfax looked good. The
price was well under book and a third less or better than the going
rate amongst fanatics. I needed a better car for work, and this
looked like an affordable and fun candidate. We would have to fly
out to LaGuardia where the seller was to pick us up at the airport,
we’d check out the car, pay the balance, and take off for home. I
promised Mary nothing more than “an adventure.”
I found dirt-cheap seats online out of Midway Airport in Chicago,
and we hit the road the day before for a motel partway there, to
ensure we wouldn’t be late for our early morning flight. The plan
had us in the Big Apple by 1 p.m.
We’re on the road again early in the morning when the cell phone
rings. It’s the seller. My cashier’s check for the deposit hadn’t cleared
yet, and he wasn’t going to accept a cashier’s check from the same
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“Turns out the last minute booking of a
one-way ticket to New York City by a
long-haired character in a derby hat set
off a few alarms, and I was getting
special attention elsewhere.”
She had briefly waited for me at security, then thought better of it
and wisely headed on. Turns out her phone was buried in
something, and she hadn’t heard it ring.
We were the last to board, had a great flight, had marvelous views of
New York City as we flew in, met up with the seller, and zoomed off
to a strip mall with a Western Union office to check out the car and
finish the transaction. The car was not grossly misrepresented,and
looked like it would make it home, so we picked up the cash, did the
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paperwork, grabbed a slice of New York pizza, and took off, just
ahead of rush hour. Made it past Philly before we stopped. The image
of us passing large amounts of cash inside a spiffy car in a strip mall
under a bridge in an inappropriate part of New York City will never
leave us.
We met up with Mary’s nephew and his friend in Pittsburgh and
spent a wonderful New Year’s Eve with them, had a thoroughly
pleasant drive home, and got to know our new “baby.” It had some

“issues,” of course, like
needing new tires and
wheels, we lost a grill on the
drive back, had had an “offroad experience” that had
busted up some plastic
underneath, but nothing
serious and all within what
one should allow when
buying a used car. When
Doug of Eurowerkz
performed an “Inspection II”
on it, he declared it a great
deal and threatened to keep
it for himself.
I’ve put 17,000 miles on the
car so far this year, and it has been great.

Above, with spiffy new wheels and tires, waiting for noon and the
pace car. Right, a short stop on the track.

The photos shown are from the Watkins Glen International, in the
Finger Lakes region of New York. For $25 they will let you do
“parade laps” behind a pace car at noon almost any day. It’s supposed
to be limited to 55 mph, but if the guy likes your car, he might let
you go faster. We did 70. It is a great track, and worth the money for
the experience.
continues on page 10

EuropeanMotorcars Des Moines is a Proud Sponsor of the Iowa Chapter BMW CCA.
Their large selection of new and previously owned BMWs along with a facility second to none in the upper
Midwest makes it THE BMW retailer for Central Iowa.
BMW CCA members receive many benefits when doing business at EuropeanMotorcars Des Moines:

20%
discount on parts,
accessories and
BMW lifestyle items

10%
discount on
service labor

FREE
1-year membership to
BMW CCA with any NEW
BMW purchase

Club Members must present their membership card in order to receive discounts.

EuropeanMotorcars • 9999 Hickman Road, Urbandale • 515-278-4808 • www.eurocarsdesmoines.com
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PURCHASE THIS AD SPACE
CALL US AT
641-891-7977

www.dankruse.com
Dan Kruse BMW has earned BMW NA Center of Excellence Award
The highest ranking of combined sales and service customer satisfaction.
Master Technician Dave Baumann has been with Dan Krause BMW for over 30 years.
BMW North America ranks Dave as the #1 Master Technician in the entire Midwest Region.
Experience Dan Kruse BMW for your next BMW purchase, service, or parts need.
Discounts provided to BMW CCA Members.
How does this small BMW Center in Dubuque service and sell so many BMWs?
Why do our customers come from as far as Chicago and Des Moines?
Come in and find out.
Troy Sprenger, BMW Sales

Dan Kruse BMW • Pontiac • Nissan • 645 Century Drive, Dubuque, Iowa 52002 • 1-800-373-2277
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Simpson Motorsport Inc.
Jim Simpson
319-351-1269
3577 Perch Dr. SE
Iowa City, IA 52240

PURCHASE THIS AD SPACE
CALL US AT
641-891-7977
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continued from page 7
Part B.
So, I realize I’m getting older, and sleeping on the ground pretending
to be a 20-year-old 18th Century British soldier is losing its charm.

“The image of us passing large amounts
of cash inside a spiffy car in a strip mall
under a bridge in an inappropriate part
of New York City will never leave us.”
We both still love to camp, but we don’t want to work at it as hard as
we used to. I remember my parents’ tent trailer, a post-WWII
inspiration that they still have, but I also remember how hot, dark,
and heavy that beast was. So I started shopping around for
something that the “new” car might be able to tow.

agreed it was just about as much fun as one could have camping –
minimal hassle with gear, maximum comfort and convenience. And
we still have a fun car for cruisin’.
Spent one night at the Allegheny park, three at Watkins Glen State
Park touring the Finger Lakes, then a couple more nights in a
Duchess County park near Hyde Park, meeting very distant relatives
and watching the sun set over the Hudson River. I don’t think I have
ever seen Mary so mellowed out. We visited the Old Rhinebeck
Aerodrome and watched some antique aircraft fly, went on to visit a
dear aunt in DC, then cruised on home.
After arriving back, we put about $200 into the camper for minor
repairs, preventative maintenance, and a few upgrades to get

Eventually I found one about 16 years old in the Pittsburgh PostGazette online classifieds that sounded pretty promising. Perfect. So I
called the nephew and asked him to take a look at it. The day he
took a look, it was raining to beat the band, and there were no leaks.
He e-mailed me some photos and said it looked pretty good for its
age. Like the car, it is older, but a high-end brand. I called the guy,
talked through a few things, and sent him $800. Bought ANOTHER
pig in a poke.
Two weeks later we left on vacation for a trip across the southern tier
of counties in New York State. First night was in a motel in Cleveland.
The next night we were camping in our new-used Coleman
Columbia in Allegheny State Park.The photo below is the first time
we ever set it up, right there in the park. Note that Mary is smiling.

everything working, then something under $200 for a memory foam
mattress. The unit is airy and insulated, has electricity – both 12v and
120v, running water with a working sink, a two burner stove, a new
disappearing table, two padded bench seats, inside storage,16’ of
interior space, and even a gas furnace. We’re talking decadence here,
at least for a couple of long-time primitive campers. No
AC, though I’m considering something. We’ll see.
Since then, it’s spent a week at AirVenture in Oshkosh,
another night at a family reunion in Tomah, Labor Day
weekend near Saukville, WI, and a weekend near
Brodhead, WI, at the Midwest Antique Airplane Club’s
event there. We hope to have it out at least once more
this fall.

It was all that I’d hoped and expected. No rot. No leaks, although the
patches were duct tape, no big deal. Everything worked, except
running water. We had a great time. By the end of the week Mary
10

Lately I’ve been looking at airplanes on eBay…
I’m sitting in a repro Bleriot XI, circa 1910 at Old
Rhinebeck. This was the first aeroplane to fly across the
English Channel and was wildly popular with pioneer
homebuilders. There is an original hanging in the Iowa
State Historical Society building in downtown Des
Moines. Just behind me, the red plane with the German
cross is a Fokker Dr 1, another reproduction and the plane all the bad
guys fly in the new movie “Flyboys.” If I ever win the lottery I’ll have
one of each. q
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Why do we love BMW fans?
Because they’re passionate about what they drive.
Just like we’re passionate about what we do.
Proud to be BMW CCA – Iowa Chapters advertising agency.

VIVAMEDIA IN MARKET. IN LANGUAGE. IN TOUCH.

8435 University Boulevard Suite 5 Des Moines, IA 50325 | 515.225.2466 | www.virtualviva.com
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Only the best need apply.

Pre-Owned Vehicles.
Performance Approach.
Fine Pre-Owned European Automobiles
Performance + Replacement Parts
High-Performance Tuning
BMW • Ferrari • Mercedes Benz • Porsche

EuroWerkz
Your local connection.
www.eurowerkzlc.com
641.891.3571

IOWA CHAPTER BMW CCA
PO BOX 42113
URBANDALE IA 50323

