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One Lap Des Moines – A Fun Rally
Sunday, April 6, 2008
This rally is a Photo Rally. It will be a fun event for the whole family; the more people in your
vehicle, the better your chances of winning. This is a FUN RALLY, so there is no starting time, no
check points, no traps and no timing – just follow the route instructions and match the photos
provided with their location on the route. Run the route as many times as you like! The Rally will
end at 3:00 p.m. on Sunday, April 6, when your completed scorecard must be turned in. We will
have some pizza, beer, and soda at the designated ending location and will award some awesome
prizes to the 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners!
One Lap Des Moines will work as follows: On the evening of April 5, 2008, the photos and route
instructions will be e-mailed to everyone who has PRE-REGISTERED. Since there is no starting
time on Sunday, April 6, start whenever you would like. Just make sure you are at the designated
ending location by 3:00 p.m. to turn in your completed scorecard. The designated ending location
will be a part of the Rally route instructions!
Everyone is invited to participate – you can have as many people in your vehicle as you would like.
Only one completed scorecard per vehicle! For more information and to pre-register for the
event, please e-mail Event Chairman, Martha Wittkowski at witt@wildbluepella.org
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Calendar of Events > March – August 2008

NEWSWERKS

Events, club activities, and all happenings BMW

THE OFFICIAL NE WSLE T TER OF THE IOWA CHAPTER BMW CCA

NEWSWERKS is published by VIVAMEDIA, Inc. for the
Iowa Chapter of the BMW Car Club of America.

Tuesday, March 11, 2008
Informal Social
6:30 p.m.
Big Steer, 1715 Adventureland Drive, Altoona

Sunday, March 30, 2008

President
Mike Benge
president@bmwia.org
319.373.9430

Bowling
TBA
watch the website for details

Vice President
David Brighton
vice-president@bmwia.org
515.576.8059

Sunday, April 6, 2008

Secretary
Dave Trachtenberg
secretary@bmwia.org

Fun Photo Rally – One Lap Des Moines
See article on cover for more information

Monday, April 21, 2008
Informal Social
6:30 pm
Hessen Haus, 101 4th Street, Des Moines

Saturday, May 3, 2008
Show and Shine – Bimmers, Brats and Beer
11 a.m.
J & J Motorsport
See article on page 5 for more information

Monday, May 12, 2008
Informal Social
6:30 pm
TGI Fridays, 3340 Westown Pkway, West Des Moines

June 6-8 2008
The Longest Day Driving School
Register at www.bmwia.org

Wednesday, July 2, 2008
Komen Drive for the Cure
All Day
European Motorcars

Treasurer
Fred Bell
treasurer@bmwia.org
Events Coordinator
Don VanLengen
events@bmwia.org
At Large
Doug Wittkowski
witt@wildluepella.org
641-891-3571
At Large
Brian Smith
brianm3smith@hotmail.com
Newsletter Editor
Becky Brighton
bsbrighton@gmail.com
Immediate Past President & Webmaster
Dana Schrader
dana@equineforce.com
NEWSWERKS is a publication of the Iowa Chapter
BMW CCA and is no way associated with BMW AG.
The contents featured herein shall remain the property
of the chapter. This publication is mailed to chapter
members in good standing six times per year. The ideas,
suggestions and opinions expressed in this publication
are solely those of the chapter and/or its members.

Sunday, August 3, 2008

To become a member of the Iowa Chapter BMW CCA visit
our Web site at www.bmwia.org

Iowa Cubs
more details to follow

Please submit material suitable for publication to:
Becky Brighton at: newsletter@bmwia.com

For Sale:
2001 Chrysler Sebring LX, 2.4L (30mpg), Automatic
Tan/Tan cloth, New wheel covers, Recent tune-up, New brakes, New muffler,
Power windows/locks, AM/FM/CD, Excellent Condition
101,000 miles
Kelly Blue Book $5,700
Price $5,000
515-576-8059
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PART II: continued from January/February 2008 issue

BMW CCA Oktoberfest: Why Aren’t You Going? What Are You Missing?
by: Scott Smed
Tuesday
Autocross
Due to a mixup with scheduling this year,
the two days of autocross were completed
on two different courses at two locations.
Unfortunately, that meant that there would
be no good comparison between the day’s
runs, but for the good, my location was only
a few blocks from the host hotel. A fun day
was ensured with a good course design that
was set up from a SCCA divisional event
earlier in the year. For those that have not
tried this sport, it is a drive against the clock
through a course defined by pylons. Hit the
cone and you are penalized with more time.
The idea is to make it through as quickly as
possible with precision. Different classes for
preparation level and type of car keep the
times close in the classes. It’s a great way to
learn car control and really understand what
makes a BMW something special. Once
again, Joyce preferred to hang out and do
some reading. This would be her last chance
to kick back before taking part in some of
the activities that she prefers.
Dinner in the vendor area this evening
consisted of roast beef, pork, a potato bar,
and an array of cheesecakes to sample. Hey,
no BBQ today. We stayed around for the
raffle drawings and chatted with friends to
finish out the night.
Wednesday
Gymkhana
The gymkhana is a test of skills you didn’t
even know that you had and could be done
inside or outside of a car. In past years, this
event had been run on a segway, off road in
an X3, or even in your own car through an
obstacle course. Think of it as an autocross
with a lot of silly extras. Joyce and I both
participated in the event again this year and
had a blast. This year featured a Texan theme
that involved driving a new BMW 5 series as
quickly as possible to several spaces in the

parking lot, parking the car, getting out and
doing things like barrel racing with a hobby
horse between your legs, pumping water
through an oil derrick, and roping a hay bale
calf. All of this being timed and executed in
front of a crowd of 50 or more laughing and
cheering club members. This event is all
about fun and not to be missed! The nice
thing about this kind of event is that you can
arrive whenever you want and participate
and then go on to explore the local area and
see the sites.
Street Survival
Coinciding with the gymkhana is a driving
event with the main purpose of making you
a better and more aware driver. It’s aimed at
and usually attended by the younger
members of the club, but not always. Think
of it as an advanced driver’s education event.
The Iowa Chapter has one of these each year
and I can’t stress enough what a great
program this is for helping develop young
drivers or allowing those with more
experience to renew their skills in a
controlled environment.
O’Fest doesn’t have to be all about cars. In
fact, we consider it to be just a part of our
overall vacation experience. Since the
location changes each year, we get to plan a
trip to someplace new that we may not have
otherwise picked and enjoy what that place
has to offer. Joyce and I enjoy spending time
exploring zoos wherever we travel. So after
we made our attempts at the gymkhana, we
headed off to spend the rest of the
afternoon with the animals.
After the events of the day and driving
around to see some of the other sites in the
area, we prepared for the bus ride to the
evening meal at Billy Bobs Texas. Hey, more
BBQ! After dinner, some of the group tried
the line dancing, while others attempted
riding the mechanical bull. Only one injury

on the bull requiring stitches and the night
was nearly complete. A small group of us
riding back on one of the busses decided to
take a walk to the famous water gardens
that were only a couple of blocks from the
hotel. We wandered around looking at the
lighting displays in the fountains until the
lights went out and city staff ushered us out
at closing time.
Thursday
Rally
Thursday is rally day at O’Fest. For those that
enjoy a drive with a schedule and mind
game instruction, this is your event. You get
a list of instructions to follow and you
encounter checkpoints along the way. The
intent is to always be on time exactly when
you reach those points. The hard part is that
you don’t know where those checkpoints are
going to be and you don’t really have any
idea where you are going. It really can be a
lot of fun or frustrating depending on your
personality. For those that want a long and
semi-harmonious life with our significant
others, this is potentially one to avoid. The
Bell’s seem to make this event work for them,
but I’m afraid, with a few years of rallying
under my belt years ago, that I would
probably not make but a few miles without
ending my marriage. So, with that in mind,
we went to the lobby to wish them all good
luck and then took a drive in one of the new
BMWs that were available for test drives
during the week.
We were lucky enough to spend an hour in a
new Euro spec 5 series 3.5 liter twin turbo
diesel that will be available next year. For
those that have never driven one of the
newer diesels, you are going to be amazed
at how good these cars are. Quiet, crazy
quick, and great mileage to boot. Simply
amazing and you will honestly want to buy
them! As a performance guy, I can’t believe I
just said that, but I did!
continued on page 4
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continued from page 4

BMW CCA Iowa Chapter Sponsors

After the test drive, we met some friends from Colorado and Chicago for breakfast in a little
diner downtown. Later, we took off to visit the new Fort Worth Modern Art museum by Tadao
Ando. Ok, see, I am an architect and art and architecture are a part of every vacation we make.
Ask my wife about needing to touch the walls and experience the spaces. She doesn’t even
roll her eyes anymore.
Since there is no planned event dinner on Thursday, The Iowa Chapter members, along with
some new friends from Houston and Idaho, went to the restaurant where Don used to work
when he lived in Texas. And we had BBQ. Just kidding, we had a great Italian meal and great
conversation, getting a chance to spend some time meeting some new people once again in
a smaller venue.
Friday
Concours
The major event of O’Fest is the Concours. Whether you’re a person that keeps your car
extremely clean or one that just drives it, you will appreciate the rare and wonderfully perfect
examples of cars on display for judging. There are several categories of judging from “Clean” to
“Concours” level and you will see any BMW from a Isetta to an Alpina B7. Every year, there is a
featured car. This year was the E30 M3. There were probably more than 40 on display. This is
the kind of thing that you just don’t get to see very often anymore, if ever. Cleaning stops at
the appointed time and judges look for that last hidden morsel of dirt or grime that one didn’t
think existed. As you walk through the rows of cars, cotton swabs stick out of crevices
indicating points to be taken away for not being completely detailed. In preparation for the
judging, some will completely disassemble their cars in the parking area to clean them to the
extreme. Some will even spend the entire week cleaning the cars and forsaking all of the other
events just to have the most perfect car in attendance. This is a great time to view these
wonderful automobiles and talk to attendees about their cars in a really nice setting.
The rest of the afternoon is spent doing all the last minute things that you need to complete
before heading back home. Last minute shopping, packing, and sightseeing.
Friday evening is the last hurrah, a time to sit down to a great meal (not BBQ) and the last of
the conversations with friends and acquaintances for another year. The program includes more
raffle items, information from BMW NA, and a guest speaker. This year the speaker was Steve
Soper, a BMW touring car driver who told stories of campaigning the E30 M3 on the racetrack.
If none of this sounds like a good time, all kinds of additional things are going on during the
week. A fun rally, trivia contest, photo contest, model car displays, auctions, car test drives, etc.
There’s always something to do.
We are still considered newcomers to the party. Some of these people have been attending
this event for as long as it has been around, more than 30 years. It’s humbling to see young
people that are 18 to 20 years old that are attending their twelfth Oktoberfest or beyond.
Something makes them all come back again and again, and I think that something is
friendship. It’s definitely all about the people, with a lot of fun in between.
One of the last things they do at the dinner each year is announcing the location for next year.
Hope to see some of you at O’Fest 2008 in Watkins Glen, New York September 23-28, 2008. We
are already starting to organize caravans and accommodations. You won’t be sorry you went,
but it could just change your life also. My wife put the dates down on her calendar before we
even left Texas. Go figure. 
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Bimmers, Brats and Beer
May is just around the corner, so get that European machine shined up and come on out for
some “Bimmers, Brats and Beer.”
This great event will be held at J&J Motorsport, 1928 51st Street Northeast, Cedar Rapids, IA at
11 a.m. on Saturday, May 3.
You’ll be able to show your car and view some of our club’s finest autos.
Eurowerkz will have some Zymol products on hand for purchase and
will be donating a Zymol door prize.
So, come on out, you’ll meet a group of car enthusiasts, enjoy
homemade sausages hot off the grill, cooked by our amateur
automotive chefs and have a couple European brews.
What could be better? See you there.
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BMW 335i Convertible
(the Late Review)

by Doug Wittkowski

This review is late on purpose as I prefer to read and write reviews of
cars after the initial marketing blitz is over and after the importance
of the initial release has subsided. And believe me this “New 3 series”
is an important car for our favorite Bavarian car builders, maybe the
most important car they have ever launched. It is also a very
important car for BMW owners, as it will be the car that the
overwhelming majority of BMW buyers in this country will be
purchasing, new and previously owned. Well, if not the 335i, a
derivative of the E90/E92 series for sure. So now that the hype is
over, what’s it like? Extremely good and as much of a step forward
that the E46 was over the E36 3 series. That is assuming, of course,
that step forward was the goal.
What does he mean by that? Well, if improved ride quality, isolation
from the road, quietness, and comfort is the highest priority, then
this car is a 10. And if increased storage space, high tech options,
and creature comforts are your thing, this is your car. In fact, even
compared to the present 6 series convertible in those areas, this car
is superior in every way. And that engine, oh yes, she makes the
power. With just over 300 horsepower and almost as much torque,
this engine is a pleasure to drive in most all situations. On top of
that, with a very few Dinan bolt-on extras this car is an instant 400+
horsepower road burner.
BMW has a clear winner here and they have built another 3 series by
which all other cars in its class will be judged. With this being a late
review, we already know that so far, none of them have come close,
and again the BMW 3 series is the benchmark car in its class. It’s quite
possibly one of the best cars in the world, all things considered.
So, all that said, I suppose you are wondering what I found I didn’t
like? I’m so glad you asked. The styling is just horribly boring.
Honestly, having never seen the car, if someone would have said this
is the new Toyota, Lexus, Hyundai mid-sized convertible, I would
have yawned and never even suspected. You might notice that I
didn’t say Honda, Nissan or Infiniti, as they would never have built
anything so vanilla. And if the coupe is bad, the convertible is
unforgivable. The clamshell- top completely folds away into the
body and it leaves an expanse of flat space so large that small
6

aircraft could practice touch and go landings off of it. It’s hideous
with the top down and just boring beyond words with it up. Not so
in the interior, where extremely nice levels of quality materials are
laid out in a typical German fashion that makes perfect sense. Oh
yeah, that is boring too, but boring interiors always work the best.
But on the outside, this car took few risks. It makes cars like the Ford
Fusion look innovative.
However, it drives outstanding, especially when you consider that
it weighs quite a few pounds more than the previous version of the
6 series. It’s not a track car for sure, but at everything up to 8/10ths
which is far beyond where 99.9% of BMW owners will ever be, it
is approaching extraordinary. The ability to put down power in
corners has always been something only a very few German cars
have excelled at and this one is no exception. It may be the best yet
from BMW.
And that leads me to gathering my thoughts and forming a
conclusion. On one hand it is a benchmark car for BMW. On the
other, it is so conservatively styled, that I go to bed every night
praying they bring Mr. Bangle back for a facelift. But I have always
proclaimed that BMWs are not about style, but superior function. So
then, this car is a clear winner, but it’s not, and here is why. It
dawned on me while trying to find some beauty in its lines. It’s that
darned convertible top, you see. They have extended the wheelbase
of this car to make it long enough between the door and rear wheel
to facilitate that silly clamshell-folding top. And that extension is
carried over to all the coupes, including the soon to come M3. That
means this is why the only 3 series that really matters, the M3, is
going to weigh more than the previous M5? It’s just too big, and the
drivers and enthusiasts among us couldn’t understand why BMW
would do this. So that means this silly 335i convertible and its design
parameters are responsible for that mistake. A mistake BMW is
already reeling from where the M3 sales in Europe are very slow and
BMW has already backed up a bit on the price. So this car, the 335i
convertible is responsible for ruining not only all the 3 series coupes
but the soon to come M3? Our beloved M3? Conclusion? I hate this
car with a passion, that is the clear conclusion. BMW, where is my M
version of the 1 series?
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PURCHASE THIS AD SPACE
CALL US AT
641-891-7977

EuropeanMotorcars Des Moines is a Proud Sponsor of the Iowa Chapter BMW CCA.
Their large selection of new and previously owned BMWs along with a facility second to none in the upper
Midwest makes it THE BMW retailer for Central Iowa.
BMW CCA members receive many benefits when doing business at EuropeanMotorcars Des Moines:

20%
discount on parts,
accessories and
BMW lifestyle items

10%
discount on
service labor

FREE
1-year membership to
BMW CCA with any NEW
BMW purchase

Club Members must present their membership card in order to receive discounts.

EuropeanMotorcars • 9999 Hickman Road, Urbandale • 515-278-4808 • www.europeanmotorcars.com
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New Members
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LAST

FIRST

MIDDLE

Klaiber
Herrick
King
Holdridge
Doane
Rodgers
McCann
Polo
Myneni
Fredrich
Hickman
Spellman
Neugent
Kline
Woods
Woods
Cutler
Fletcher
Moore
Dirks
Charnetski
Small

Fred
Doreen
Sylvia
Rebecca
Scott
Dan
James
Jevon
Nagendra
Kirk
Richard
Walter
Gerald
Jeffrey
Richard
Lynette
Tere
Linda
Larry
Kevin
Donald
Gary

Wayne
Renae

CAR

YEAR

Ruth
325i 2002

325i 1994
L.
W.
Gregory
David
Wayne

328 1997
335i

528i 2008
P.
Marie
Leslie
John
Wray

CITY

LAST

FIRST

MIDDLE

CAR

Ames
Ankeny
Ankeny
Ankeny
Ankeny
Boone
Burlington
Cedar Rapids
Clive
Coralville
Council Bluffs
Council Bluffs
Des Moines
Des Moines
Dubuque
Dubuque
Fairfield
Fort Dodge
Gilmore City
Grimes
Grinnell
Iowa City

Haight
Feaster
Huseboe
Smith
Luckett
Brown
Carrell
Dunham
Bernstein
Michel
Dorn
Truong
Rudraiah
Glaser
Glynn
Burrell
Loffredo
Messerschnidt
Messerschmidt
Lamarca
Hansen

Timothy
Richard
Zackery
Marvin
Curtis
Shannon
Allen
Glenn
Laura
Amy
Peter
Tommy
Manjunath
Jonathan
Frederick
Angela
Larry
Richard
Anita
George
Kathleen

Virgil
Alan
Taylor
Russell
Robert
Lee

Johnston
Johnston
Marshalltown
Mason City
Oskaloosa
Pella
535xi 2008 Shenandoah
Swisher
Urbandale
Urbandale
Urbandale
Urbandale
Waukee
West Des Moines
West Des Moines
West Des Moines
West Des Moines
West Des Moines
West Des Moines
West Des Moines
West Des Moines
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Joan
Vinh
Henry
Craig
Beth
Eugene
Roy

YEAR

CITY

www.dankruse.com
Dan Kruse BMW has earned BMW NA Center of Excellence Award
The highest ranking of combined sales and service customer satisfaction.
Master Technician Dave Baumann has been with Dan Krause BMW for over 30 years.
BMW North America ranks Dave as the #1 Master Technician in the entire Midwest Region.
Experience Dan Kruse BMW for your next BMW purchase, service, or parts need.
Discounts provided to BMW CCA Members.
How does this small BMW Center in Dubuque service and sell so many BMWs?
Why do our customers come from as far as Chicago and Des Moines?
Come in and find out.
Troy Sprenger, BMW Sales

Dan Kruse BMW • Pontiac • Nissan • 645 Century Drive, Dubuque, Iowa 52002 • 1-800-373-2277
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June 6th- 8th
Registration now open at www.bmwia.org

Visit Our Company E-Store
It lets you click quick for logo’d gear.
When you go to our club website, www.bmwia.org, you will
find a link to our Company E-Store. You can than buy highquality clothing from Lands’ End Business Outfitters and select
our logo or the national logo to apply to it. You can even see an
image of the embroidered logo.

Simpson Motorsport Inc.
Jim Simpson
319-351-1269
3577 Perch Dr. SE
Iowa City, IA 52240
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Why do we love BMW fans?
Because they’re passionate about what they drive.
Just like we’re passionate about what we do.
Proud to be BMW CCA – Iowa Chapter’s advertising agency.

PH 515.225.2466

| www.virtualviva.com
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IOWA CHAPTER BMW CCA
PO BOX 42113
URBANDALE IA 50323

The alternative path to your next European dream car, and
its performance and maintenance – from basic service and
quality parts, to all-out, high-performance modification.
EuroWerkz…as it should be.

B M W FERRARI

MERCEDES

BENZ

PORSCHE

www.eurowerkzlc.com | 641.891.3571

EuroWerkz

