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Okay, your results may vary slightly from those below but we can
promise that you will become a better driver, have a great time, and
be a part of one of the best BMW CCA Driving Schools in the country.
You have waited long enough. Register now at: www.bmwia.org
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Calendar of Events > May – September 2008
Events, club activities, and all happenings BMW

NEWSWERKS

THE OFFICIAL NE W SLE T TER OF THE IOWA CHAPTER BMW CCA

NEWSWERKS is published for the Iowa Chapter of the
BMW Car Club of America.

Saturday, May 3, 2008
Show and Shine – Bimmers, Brats and Beer
11 a.m.
J & J Motorsport, Cedar Rapids
See article on page 3 for more information

Monday, May 12, 2008
Informal Social
6:30 p.m.
TGI Fridays
3340 Westown Pkwy
West Des Moines

Saturday, May 24, 2008
Club Dyno Power Day
8 am
Midstate Machine, Des Moines
See article on page 3 for more information

June 6 – 8, 2008
The Longest Day Driving School
Midamerica Motorplex
See article on cover for more information

Tuesday, June 10, 2008
Informal Social
6:30 pm
Firkin & Fox
1451 22nd Street, West Des Moines

Wednesday, July 2, 2008
Koman Drive for the Cure
All day
See article on page 8 for more information

Saturday, July 12, 2008
Annual Picnic
12:30 pm
Cottonwood Shelter #8, Saylorville Lake
More details to follow

Sunday, August 3, 2008
Iowa Cubs
More details to follow

September 23 – 27, 2008
Oktoberfest
Watkins Glen, New York
More information to follow
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BMW CCA Power Saturday

Saturday, May 24, 8 am
Midstate Machine, 4045 Delaware, Des Moines, Iowa
Here is a chance to see just what kind of power your BMW makes. Midstate
Machine, The Iowa chapter and Kolin Brighton are hosting a Club Dyno day.
The Dyno is an in-ground Mustang Chassis dynamometer that will measure
horsepower and torque to the wheels. A 2 runs session is only $40, it should be
fun to watch as members run their cars on the rollers. And another chance for a
BMW CCA social event, too.
So come on out, even if it is just to watch.
Contact Kolin if you would like to reserve a session at kolin.brighton@gmail.com.

Annual Dinner 2008
On a chilly February 29, the Iowa Chapter faithful made a trip to Cedar
Rapids, one they will hopefully not soon forget. It was the evening of the
annual dinner and awards banquet, a night filled with food, prizes, and
conversation. Held at Kirkwood Community College and planned by the
Culinary Arts students there, it was sure to be a wonderful event. The night
was started with a social hour, complete with hors d’ oeuvres and German
beer. From there the party moved into the large dining hall inside Kirkwood’s
Mansfield Center. Awaiting the guests were 10 elegant tables and in the
front, a shelf lined with all the wonderful door prizes donated by our event
sponsors. It seemed like the soup and salad was just a formality, and the
real reason people came was for the
A beautiful setting.
meat. The prime rib and horseradish
mashed potatoes were almost perfect in my opinion; I think most would have agreed. When the dishes
were cleared, our special guest Larry Koch was introduced. He had a great presentation on the new M3,
and some of its technical details and specs. He touched on the 1 series, and then took many questions
from those in attendance. He was entertaining as well as informative, and much appreciated for making
the long trip from New Jersey. All the usual business was taken care of including new board members,
outgoing board members, and year-end financial
results. More door prizes were given away, and then
we moved on to the awards segment of the night.
The member participation award for a free trip to
A wonderful speaker
our Iowa Chapter “Longest Day Driving School"
went to Becky Brighton, who is still amazed she won. Sponsor of the year went to Jack
Kramer and J&J Motorsport, for all their support and event planning over the last year.
One of the highlights of the evening was the drawing for the “M5 for a day” charity
raffle. Proceeds from ticket sales went directly to a local charity called Families helping
Families. The lucky winner was Dave Brennan, who now gets to drive a new M5 for
a weekend. Overall, it was a wonderful event, and I thank everyone who was able to
make it. Now with the annual dinner behind us, we can look forward to a warm season
of many more great events.
The event chair gets to visit for a few minutes.
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BMW CCA Iowa Chapter Sponsors

MPG

by Doug Wittkowski
Let’s talk about operating costs this month,
specifically fuel costs. Many of us have already
done the math and have figured out that
driving a BMW is efficient in terms of per
mile cost. This is based on the high return in
resale value, costs of ownership and relatively
very high fuel mileage. Yes, for sure, you have
to buy the “right” model, previously owned, and make sure you are actively controlling and
watching costs. You also have to be mature enough to insure reasonably but you can actually
drive a BMW cheaper than most “regular” brand X cars.
That’s a very good thing.
But what about Gas Mileage, MPG? As recent history has shown us, fuel prices and supplies
are volatile. First, let’s do some simple math to see that $4 and even $5 fuel is not the end
of the world. Not if you are driving a car that gets reasonable gas mileage like a BMW. Let’s
make it simple – for an average BMW with annual mileage of 12,000 at 22 miles per gallon
with $3 a gallon fuel, the cost would be $1636; at $4, it would be $2181; at $5, it would be
$2727 – per year. Okay, that’s not pleasant but your mileage is likely better and with the costs
of everything these days, less than $1000 more a year is not the end of the world. But what if
you are driving the average, say pick-up or SUV, how does the math work then? - $2572, then
$3428 and $4285 at 14 MPG and the same 12,000 miles a year. That illustrates that driving a
BMW is already a fairly responsible thing to do. And that is where I was heading. No wonder
we let those folks have cheap license plates.
Did you know that the average Miles Per Gallon delivered by all cars registered in the United
States today is more than a half a mile per gallon WORSE than it was way back in 1985. Think
about that. With all the advances in technology, billions spent in engineering, rules and
regulations written, this is where we have come in 23 years. The reason is, of course, that “we”
are driving in 2008. Not you, of course, you are responsible. That statistic blew me away, is not
good at all for any of us, and I’m not sure if there is a very good solution.

RPW LOGO
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So now that you are feeling morally and intellectually superior for driving your BMW, let’s
fine-tune it for maximum mileage. Number one is tire pressure; keep those tires full, for
mileage set then to the maximum load air pressure specification on your door sticker or in
your owner’s manual. Tire type and alignment is next, those nice soft sticky performance tires
use fuel. Make sure your BMW is aligned every couple of years or anytime you think it is not
driving straight and true. Keep those filters clean; a chocked engine is not efficient. Oil is next,
make sure you are using the lightest weight synthetic oil recommended for your car. NO,
heavier oil is not better protection for your car’s engine, that is an old mechanic’s tale. While
we are there, so are all those additives, devices and scams they sell to improve Gas Mileage.
None of them work and if they do, your car already has them engineered right in so don’t get
sucked into this sham. Do, however, keep your engine in good tune with regular inspections
at the 30 and 60k mileages. Weight is next, what do you carry around in your car everyday?
Anything more than what you need everyday should be left at home, as weight is the enemy,
at the track and on the road. Are you one of these old farts that carry half of your tools around
in the trunk? You need to park that piece of junk, as I know it can’t be running within the spec
anyway. Lastly, buy good, clean fuel from a high volume station and consider running a good
fuel system cleaner through your car every 6-8k miles...And? Enjoy!
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2008 Fun Photo Rally
There was no snow, ice or rain on Sunday, April 6 when the 2008 Fun Photo Rally was held. No tricks, traps or timing on this rally,
participants just had to follow the route instructions and match the photos provided to the route where they encountered the object in the
photo. Some started the day early and ran the rally several times, others
started at noon. The important thing was to turn in your score sheet at
3:00 pm at the final destination. This year we all gathered at the Tavern II
Restaurant in West Des Moines and enjoyed pizza, soda and beer, while
the Rally Meisters, Martha and Doug Wittkowski, had the task of scoring
the rally. There was a lot of talk about where certain photographs were
located on the route and it was fun listening to all the “stories.”
This year, there were 37 possible points, and if needed, two tie break
questions. As in the past, it was very close scoring and the tiebreak
questions were needed! The 3rd place winners were Cindy Dolmage
and her navigator Katherine Lessmn, who won a $25 gift certificate to
the Tavern Restaurant; coming in 2nd and winning a $50 gift certificate
to Hessen Haus were Denny and David Dolmage and 1st place went
to Ralph and Mary Briggs, who won a $75 gift certificate to Centro
Restaurant.
Congratulations to all the teams that entered. No one had a perfect
score and the Rally wasn’t designed to be about winning or losing, it
was designed to be about having fun!
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Keep Your Cool...

BY DOUG WITTKOWSKI

He was right you know. No matter what the situation, the most
important thing is to always be cool. What and what am I talking
about? Well, Fonzie, of course, and keeping your BMW cool is of
what I speak. Confused yet?
This is a technical article about your BMW and your BMW’s cooling
system. So, let’s get it out of the way right now; yes, you need to
change/flush your cooling system every 2 years or 30k miles. Use
only BMW coolant and distilled water. Although this seems like a
great DIY project, BMW’s are tricky to refill and bleed. There is only
one thing that will compromise a BMW cooling system forever,
and that is overheating even once, which can easily occur during
this process.
I have heard from many of you and have read the horror stories
of plastic radiator tanks and water pumps, radiators breaking their
necks off for no reason and radiators coming apart at the seams. I’m
sorry I’m going to have to go against the Internet rumors and some
of the other technical experts opinions on this. 95% of the cooling
system failures I have seen and/or investigated are not inferior plastic
parts or for no-reason failures, that are simply a lack of maintenance
and due to repeated over-heating. Heck, don’t feel bad, I have had
this same situation happen to one of my own BMW’s. I was not
watching the gauge and the thermostat malfunctioned. That led to a
long project, of replacing all the cooling system parts, including the
radiator, water pump, thermostat, etc.
At the same time, I drive another German car that has never
overheated and has its original plastic radiator that was installed
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nearly 30 years ago. In short, it’s not the plastic parts friends, it’s
overheating that causes these to become at risk and the subject of
many a sad and expensive story.
So, the prescription is coolant changes every 30k or 2 years with
proper BMW coolant and distilled water, along with keeping an eye
out for overheating problems. I would also change the thermostat
every 60k or 4 years and water pumps on most 6-cylinder cars at
the same intervals. And, if your BMW every does overheat to the
point of boiling over and giving the warning lights, than it is time to
replace it all, radiator, water pump, thermostat, coolant, everything.
In addition, if you have a BMW that runs a little hot, and you have
flushed it out with no improvements, the same thing applies.
Change it all out, as chances are it has not been maintained correctly
and a few hundred now is much cheaper than many thousand later,
especially if you use your car as intended such as at track events or
auto crossing. This is where you will find cooling system problems
and it’s not a great place to do so, believe me.
What about the coolant additives out there? Well, they work, sort
of. What they are are modifiers to the liquid that change the surface
tension, sort of like softeners or soaps do. They increase the surface
cooling transfer ability of the coolant and water mix, but only for a
short time. In my experience, they only last about 30 days but they
may be a saver until you can repair your system properly. Remember
that your BMW’s cooling system was tested in extremely cold and
hot conditions at its limit of performance for thousands of miles
before being signed off for production, so there is just no reason not
to be cool, ever, just ask The Fonz, if you are old enough to know him.
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PURCHASE THIS AD SPACE
CALL US AT
641-891-7977

EuropeanMotorcars Des Moines is a Proud Sponsor of the Iowa Chapter BMW CCA.
Their large selection of new and previously owned BMWs along with a facility second to none in the upper
Midwest makes it THE BMW retailer for Central Iowa.
BMW CCA members receive many benefits when doing business at EuropeanMotorcars Des Moines:

20%

discount on parts,
accessories and
BMW lifestyle items

10%

discount on
service labor

FREE

1-year membership to
BMW CCA with any NEW
BMW purchase

Club Members must present their membership card in order to receive discounts.

EuropeanMotorcars • 9999 Hickman Road, Urbandale • 515-278-4808 • www.europeanmotorcars.com
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New Members

LAST

FIRST

MIDDLE

CAR

Lee
Zuerner
Nelson
Reznicek
Dixon
Arriola
Olson
Harms
Garcia
Lutz
Eickhorst
Bell
Colby
Smith
Sporrer
Berger
Baker

Min
Rich
Pam
Francis
Paula
Lori
Tricia
Elizabeth
Ben
Sherry
Dennis
Patsy
Krisanne
David
Brian
Jason
James

Taek

Ames
Ames
Ankeny
Centerville
Clive
Clive
Des Moines
Des Moines
Des Moines
Fort Dodge
330xi 2003 Iowa City
Nora Springs
Urbandale
Urbandale
West Des Moines
West Des Moines
West Des Moines

Phillip
Priebe
Ann
Marie
Rane
Lee
Fern
Kay

R.

YEAR

CITY

Bimmers, Brats and Beer
May is just around the corner, so get that European
machine shined up and come on out for some
“Bimmers, Brats and Beer.”
This great event will be held at J&J Motorsport, 1928 51st Street
Northeast, Cedar Rapids, IA at 11 a.m. on Saturday, May 3.
You’ll be able to show your car and view some of our club’s
finest autos. Eurowerkz will have some Zymol products on hand
for purchase and will be donating a Zymol door prize.
So, come on out, you’ll meet a group of car enthusiasts, enjoy
homemade sausages hot off the grill, cooked by our amateur
automotive chefs and have a
couple European brews. What
could be better? See you there.

The Ultimate Drive
BMW of Des Moines is proud to host the 12th annual Ultimate Drive for the Susan G. Koman Breast Cancer Foundation on Wednesday,
July 2. Test drives begin at 9:00 am and the final drive will be at 4:30 pm. Light snacks and refreshments will be provided. Participants
can reserve a vehicle and time at either 1-800-4-A-Drive or bmwusa.com/theultimatedrive. This year there will be 26 cars available with
several new models on hand. Let’s make this a record breaking year for Des Moines! If there are any questions regarding the event,
please contact Alison Bell, event coordinator at BMW of Des Moines (515)278-4808 or AlisonBell@lithia.com.
The transport of cars will take place on Wednesday evening to Markel BMW in Omaha. If you would like to help transport cars to
Omaha, please contact David Brighton at (515)576-8059 or dwbrighton@gmail.com.

8

N E W S W E R K S • M AY / J U N E 2 0 0 8 | I O WA C H A P T E R B M W C C A | w w w . b m w i a . o r g

www.dankruse.com
Dan Kruse BMW has earned BMW NA Center of Excellence Award
The highest ranking of combined sales and service customer satisfaction.
Master Technician Dave Baumann has been with Dan Krause BMW for over 30 years.
BMW North America ranks Dave as the #1 Master Technician in the entire Midwest Region.
Experience Dan Kruse BMW for your next BMW purchase, service, or parts need.
Discounts provided to BMW CCA Members.
How does this small BMW Center in Dubuque service and sell so many BMWs?
Why do our customers come from as far as Chicago and Des Moines?
Come in and find out.
Troy Sprenger, BMW Sales

Dan Kruse BMW • Pontiac • Nissan • 645 Century Drive, Dubuque, Iowa 52002 • 1-800-373-2277
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Visit Our Company E-Store
It lets you click quick for logo’d gear.

When you go to our club website, www.bmwia.org, you will find a link to our Company E-Store.
You can than buy high-quality clothing from Lands’ End Business Outfitters and select our logo or
the national logo to apply to it. You can even see an image of the embroidered logo.

Simpson Motorsport Inc.
Jim Simpson
319-351-1269
3577 Perch Dr. SE
Iowa City, IA 52240
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IOWA CHAPTER BMW CCA
PO BOX 42113
URBANDALE IA 50323
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The alternative path to your next European dream car, and
its performance and maintenance – from basic service and
quality parts, to all-out, high-performance modification.
EuroWerkz…as it should be.

BMW FERRARI MERCEDES BENZ PORSCHE

www.eurowerkzlc.com | 641.891.3571

EuroWerkz

