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Iowa Cubs Day

PCD? Whut’s a PCD?
See Page 3

Sunday, August 3, 1:05 pm
Principal Park, Des Moines

LDDS 2008 Wrap-up
See Page 4

It’s back again....the fifth annual BMW
day at the ballpark. Iowa Cubs vs. the
Salt Lake Bees. In addition to the game,
we will be showing our cars in front
of the ballpark. If you are interested
in showing your car, contact David
Trachtenberg at: secretary@bmwia.org.

Power Saturday – Club
Dyno Day
See Page 6
Oktoberfest 2008
See Page 8
Ultimate Drive
See Page 8
Bimmers, Brats
and Beer
See Page 10

Like last year, we will be in a luxurious skybox at Principal Park. There will be both inside air
conditioned seating and outdoor seating. The seats are limited, so when the tickets are gone....
they’re gone. The tickets are $20/person, which include your seat and food/drink. To purchase
tickets, contact David Trachtenberg at: secretary@bmwia.org.
Don’t miss this fun family day filled with food, baseball and some great cars...and don’t wait until
the last minute...last year was a sell-out.

Annual Picnic

COTTONWOOD RECREATION AREA

Saturday, July 12, 12:30 pm
This year’s picnic will be in the same area as
last year, just a different shelter: Saylorville Lake,
shelter #8.
The menu includes: Asia- style pork ribs, beef
brisket, Thai cole slaw, as well as other goodies.
Please come join us, it free to Iowa BMW
members and guests and free food is always
good! Drop us an email if you plan to come: dvanlengen@mchsi.com
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Calendar of Events > July – October 2008
Events, club activities, and all happenings BMW

NEWSWERKS

THE OFFICIAL NE W SLE T TER OF THE IOWA CHAPTER BMW CCA

NEWSWERKS is published for the Iowa Chapter of the
BMW Car Club of America.

Wednesday, July 2, 2008
Komen Drive for the Cure
All day
European Motorcars, Des Moines
See article on page 8 for more information

Saturday, July 12, 2008
Annual Picnic
12:30 pm
Cottonwood Shelter #8, Saylorville Lake
See article on cover for more information

Sunday, August 3, 2008
Iowa Cubs
1:05 pm
Principal Park, Des Moines
See article on cover for more information

Tuesday, August 12, 2008
Informal Social
6:30 pm
Jimmy’s American Café
1238 8th Street
West Des Moines

Monday, September 8, 2008
Informal Social
6:30 pm
Bordo’s
1250 8th Street
West Des Moines

September 23 – 27, 2008
Oktoberfest
Watkins Glen, New York
See article on page 8 for more information

October 18 & 19, 2008
Fall Colors Tour
“Top of the Moon Drive”
More information to follow

Classifieds
For Sale
1997 BMW M3 4 door, 5 Speed, 138K, One Owner, Runs Bad, Leather,
Moonroof, Sharp Car, Loaded. $6950 offer.
Tom @ 515-490-2549
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PCD? Whut’s a PCD?
by Fred Bell

Sounds like one o’ them pollution control dee-vices, don’t it? Well, no,
it’s a Performance Center Delivery, of course! Seriously, Performance
Center Delivery is one of the most fun ways, not to mention
educational, that you can take possession of your new BMW. If you
happen to be buying or leasing a new car, you can settle for the usual
unveiling at your local BMW dealer, or you have the opportunity to
do either European Delivery or Performance Center Delivery. Others
have written about the European side, so here we’ll talk about hitting
a different foreign land – South Carolina to be exact.
Setting up the process is easy – cut your deal with the BMW center,
tell them you want to do PCD and give them a target date or two for
your pickup. The dealership and Performance Center folks take care
of most everything else. No extra charge for PCD. For Z-cars and
X5s/X6s that are built in Spartanburg, the vehicles have an easy halfmile trip from the factory floor down the road to the Performance
Center to await you. For cars built overseas, BMW will ship them to
Spartanburg instead of your dealership. You’re on your own for travel
to the Carolinas, but once there, the Performance Center staff will roll
out the red carpet. The factory puts you up at the Greenville Marriott
overnight (after pickup from the airport in a new BMW, naturally),
and provides a complimentary dinner and breakfast as well. Alison
and I arrived separately because of other travel considerations, and
her flight was scheduled late enough that the hotel restaurant was
due to be closed by her arrival time. No problem, just a word to the
staff, and they had a cook stay late to prepare a great steak dinner for
her when her shuttle landed at the hotel. What service!
There’s a lot to do on the delivery day, so the schedule has you off
to the Performance Center a little before 8 in the morning. After
introductions to the instructors, and the obligatory signing of waivers
(as they said, if you wanna have fun in this country, you gotta sign
a waiver first), we headed out to the cars. The staff tries to have a
matching model to what each customer in the group ordered, so
your instructional time on the Performance Center track and skid
pad has no concern about break-in requirements on your brand-new
baby. Our
playtime Z4
M Coupe was
even Imola
Red like our

order – only
the interior
was different.
We started
out with
the skid pad
exercises, using
the Center’s
polished
concrete ring with lots of added water. The instructors ride shotgun
while you experience the lack of control you can have when
handling the power and steering roughly (intentionally), then how
BMW’s Dynamic Stability Control will straighten that right out. The
grass surrounding the skid pad takes quite a beating in the process...
After that we were off to the other end of the Performance Center
track, to do exercises in curved braking at successively increasing
speeds. Yes, ABS is indeed a wonderful invention for maintaining
steering control while slamming on the brakes for an emergency
stop! The final portion of the handling exercises were some laps on
a shortened circuit of the road course, to get a feel for steering and
braking capabilities of your new car (or SAV for that matter; we had
an X3 and an X5 in our group). The coaching stressed things like how
to brake before a turn and how to properly set up the arc through a
corner – like a miniature version of our chapter driving schools. By the
way, the program is set up for 2 people for each car, so each of you
gets to try all of these things. If someone isn’t comfortable with a part
of it, the other half gets double time out there!
The final section out on the demonstration area is mostly a product
demo, and entertaining even for those who aren’t SAV fans. The
Center has an off-road course with some severe inclines, river fords,
and boulder hopping. The customers all pair off into X5s, and a staff
instructor leads a parade around the course while demonstrating
just how much the SAVs can handle. Watching the X5 in front of you
maneuver across the boulders with only 3 wheels on the ground,
and negotiating what looks to be a pretty nasty sideways tilt with
no problem, is quite impressive. They also show off the Hill Descent
Control, as well as the hill-holding clutch feature that now comes on
all manual transmission BMWs – very cool stuff for those who didn’t
have to learn to drive an old pickup on San Francisco hills as I did!
continued on page 6
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BMW CCA Iowa Chapter Sponsors

LDDS 2008 Wrap-Up
Nearly 100 students and volunteers made their
way to Mid America Motorplex for the Iowa
Chapter Longest Day Driving School in June.
It was a great showing and was only limited
by what we could handle, having to wait-list several students. We hated to do that to
potential students, but this school has become a big success and we’ll just have to live
with that. Hey, we deserve a gloat or two.
It was touch and go with the weather, most
notably when the track manager Jim Howe
called me at the crack of dawn on Friday
morning and said, “ now don’t be freaked out
when you see all the water, I promise the track
itself is dry.” Where is my Pepcid AC, Martha?
And what a sight it was when we exited I-29
and saw what looked like a racetrack marooned
on an island nearly a mile away. But Jim and
his crew had been up all night pumping the
wet areas from the track and as promised we
were good to go by the time the track went
green. Great job, Jim! The weather did get us
a bit again on Sunday morning, after enduring
numerous weather warnings on Saturday night
and a trip from the 4th floor to the lobby for a
tornado warning. We had two wet sessions on
Sunday morning, but by noon we were high
and dry and making more memories. Best
story of the event... Russ Wiles seemingly calling
his wife in South Dakota from the lobby of the
hotel during that tornado warning; uh no, he’s
calling Mike Bartley at the track to get his BMW
M3 loaded into the trailer! Car guys, I just love’um.
By most accounts, including my own, this was
our best school ever. It went about as smooth
as an event this large could possibly go. I
want to also take a minute to thank all the
volunteers and staff that made this event
one to remember. As I am writing this right
after the event, we have already received
many thanks and praise for our efforts and
so we now look forward to seeing you and
yours at LDDS 2009, June 5-7.
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LDDS 2008 Wrap-Up
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Power Saturday – Club Dyno Day
May 24, 2008

Despite the weather, the first annual BMW Power Saturday event
went well. Cars lined up in the rain to show how much horsepower
they really have. For anyone unfamiliar with the process, the car
enters the garage where the dynometer is held. The rear tires are
cradled in a set of rollers, which are connected to a computer.
Your car is strapped to the concrete. You drive the car up to about
40mph, then put your foot all the way to the floor. The rollers have
resistance built in to simulate actually driving on the road. When
you hit the rev-limiter at about 130mph, the computer displays a nice graph showing actual wheel horsepower and torque.
They print it off for you to show all your friends, then the next car has its chance. For anyone who missed it, the club will
have another event next spring.

PCD? Whut’s a PCD?
contineud from page 3

Since this is BMW, naturally you’re given a great lunch at the Performance Center headquarters before continuing on with the rest of the
program. The instructor staff really suffers, doing this every day! One more quick treat followed – a ‘hot lap’ of the road course riding
with an instructor driving an M5. Their skills with the cars are incredible, and the tire companies must be very happy with the rubber
consumption. I was awed by the way our guy could throw the car through a very tight S turn, snapping the wheel full lock left while the
car was still just starting a right turn, timing it perfectly to have the car come back into the second half of the S and hit both apexes while
turning rubber into noise at quite a good clip. It’s a testament to both the skills of the instructors and the capabilities of BMW’s cars in
completely stock trim.
Our afternoon included a factory tour, watching the Z4s, X5s, and X6s all being built on the same assembly line. In contrast to older
car factories, Spartanburg is set up to handle multiple models in one line – the magic of computers gets all the correct parts for each
individual car’s special order options to each station as needed for the techs to install. Robots are also used very extensively in the
process. The Zentrum museum is also there, with displays of old and new BMWs.
Finally, we spent about an hour with a delivery specialist. Our new pride and joy had been set up on display in one of the Performance
Center’s glass bays for the actual handover. She taught us about the car’s features, put on the license plates (yep, ya have to bring ‘em
down with ya), and set up the Bluetooth cell phone link and BMW Assist. A little shopping at the Performance Center gift shop, and then
we were on our way by about 3 that afternoon.
There are a number of places to see in the general area while you’re making your way back. The magnificent Biltmore Estate in Asheville,
NC is only about an hour away, and just about right on the route to Iowa. The Great Smoky Mountains and Blue Ridge Parkway are there
for your personal enjoyment, and for the aficionados of the perfect apex, there’s the Tail of the Dragon – 318 turns in 11 miles of a 2-lane
U.S. Highway that gets you across the Smokies to Knoxville, Tennessee. We happened to hit Kentucky during Derby day, which meant
much of the state was a little congested, but there are quite a number of sites and tours (bourbon distilleries, for instance) to appreciate.
Even with a couple stops to see family in Illinois, we were still home in two days, and the car was nicely broken-in and ready for its 1200mile check at European Motorcars. What a way to get a car!
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PURCHASE THIS AD SPACE
CALL US AT
641-891-7977

EuropeanMotorcars Des Moines is a Proud Sponsor of the Iowa Chapter BMW CCA.
Their large selection of new and previously owned BMWs along with a facility second to none in the upper
Midwest makes it THE BMW retailer for Central Iowa.
BMW CCA members receive many benefits when doing business at EuropeanMotorcars Des Moines:

20%

discount on parts,
accessories and
BMW lifestyle items

10%

discount on
service labor

FREE

1-year membership to
BMW CCA with any NEW
BMW purchase

Club Members must present their membership card in order to receive discounts.

EuropeanMotorcars • 9999 Hickman Road, Urbandale • 515-278-4808 • www.europeanmotorcars.com
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Welcome New Members
Oktoberfest 2008
SCHEDULE
Tuesday, Sept. 23
Registration opens
First timer’s meeting
Welcome Reception
Wednesday, Sept. 24
Registration
Driving School
Club Race School
Gymkhana
Fun Rally
Concours at Logan Winery
Reception at Logan Winery
Thursday, Sept. 25
Registration
Driving School
Club Race School
Autocross
Fun Rally
Night Rally

Friday, Sept. 26
Registration
Driving School
Club Race
Autocross
Fun Rally
Dessert Reception
Saturday, Sept. 27
Registration
Driving School
Club Race
Car Control Clinic
TSD Rally
Awards Banquet and Car
Show at Wings of Eagles

LAST

FIRST

MIDDLE

CAR

YEAR

CITY

Zander
Fitzsimmons
Whitaker
Westmeyer

Nicholas
Adam
Matthew
Andrea

James
Chad
G.

325IS

1994

Howell

Terry

Hughes
Hughes

Byron
Jeanette

e39
Z4 30 si
535
540i
528i
528i

2003
2006
1999
1999
2000
1997

Fairbank
Cedar Rapids
Urbandale
Clive
Council Bluffs
Ottumwa
Ottumwa

Sunday, Sept. 28
Driving School
Club Race

The Ultimate Drive
BMW of Des Moines is proud to host the 12th annual Ultimate Drive for the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation on Wednesday,
July 2. Test drives begin at 9:00 am and the final drive will be at 4:30 pm. Light snacks and refreshments will be provided. Participants
can reserve a vehicle and time at either 1-800-4-A-Drive or bmwusa.com/theultimatedrive. This year there will be 26 cars available with
several new models on hand. Let’s make this a record breaking year for Des Moines! If there are any questions regarding the event,
please contact Alison Bell, event coordinator at BMW of Des Moines (515)278-4808 or AlisonBell@lithia.com.
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www.dankruse.com
Dan Kruse BMW has earned BMW NA Center of Excellence Award
The highest ranking of combined sales and service customer satisfaction.
Master Technician Dave Baumann has been with Dan Krause BMW for over 30 years.
BMW North America ranks Dave as the #1 Master Technician in the entire Midwest Region.
Experience Dan Kruse BMW for your next BMW purchase, service, or parts need.
Discounts provided to BMW CCA Members.
How does this small BMW Center in Dubuque service and sell so many BMWs?
Why do our customers come from as far as Chicago and Des Moines?
Come in and find out.
Troy Sprenger, BMW Sales

Dan Kruse BMW • Pontiac • Nissan • 645 Century Drive, Dubuque, Iowa 52002 • 1-800-373-2277
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Bimmers, Brats and Beer
May 3, 2008

Well...it’s that time of year again. Time to get those BMW’s out of
the garage and show them at a club event. May 3 was just such an
event.
The place....J&J Motorsport in Cedar Rapids. The weather....not
what you would call perfect Concours weather. The temperature
finally made it to 50 after some early morning rain with about 30
mph winds. Even so, we had over 40 people attend, showing their
Bimmers and enjoying some fine grilled sausages and brew.
For the second time, this event was hosted by Jack and Janelle
from J&J Motorsport...and once again, Janelle put together quite a
party. Her amazing German Potato Salad didn’t last past the first
hour and the grilled brats and dogs from Polehnas were quite a
treat. We put our
past President, Mike
Benge, to work at
the grill. He didn’t
disappoint.
While we were
gobbling down
some fine German

food, we spent
time checking out
the amazing rides
and having great
conversation. Thanks
to Zimmerman BMW, we all were able to drool on the new M3
and 128 and 335. In addition, Zimmerman handed out some BMW
items including BMW chocolate bars.
We had quite a display of BMW’s to check out....including a few
E30’s, E34’s, E86’s, E90’s, E46’s and the list goes on.
What could be better...great food, great cars and Iowa’s finest auto
enthusiasts....all in one place?
If you didn’t make it this year, put this one on your calendar for
next year. Our thanks again to Jack and Janelle for hosting the
event and to Zimmerman BMW for displaying their cars and
handing out some great stuff.
For those who attended but aren’t club members.....please join...
we’d love to see you at future events. Until next year, see you on
the road.

Simpson Motorsport Inc.
Jim Simpson
319-351-1269
3577 Perch Dr. SE
Iowa City, IA 52240
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IOWA CHAPTER BMW CCA
PO BOX 42113
URBANDALE IA 50323

The alternative path to your next European dream car, and
its performance and maintenance – from basic service and
quality parts, to all-out, high-performance modification.
EuroWerkz…as it should be.

B M W FERRARI

MERCEDES

BENZ

PORSCHE

www.eurowerkzlc.com | 641.891.3571

EuroWerkz

