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Annual Dinner
Recap
Don’t miss the annual BMW Picnic.....
by Dave Trachtenberg
This year, the picnic will be on Saturday, July 10 at the beautiful Easter Lake Park
(Shelter #4) in Des Moines. The picnic begins at 11:30 am and lunch will be served at
noon. The centerpiece of this beautiful park on the south side of Des Moines is its 172acre lake. Five picnic shelters and two children’s playgrounds overlook the lake. A boat
ramp provides access for anglers trying to catch the walleye, bass, and catfish stocked
by the Conservation Board into the lake every year. During the summer, a swimming
beach and boat rental provide another wonderful way to enjoy the lake.
We’re lucky this year to have Don Van Lengen in charge of the food. If you’ve
experienced Don’s cooking at past events, you know that you’re in for a treat. Soft
drinks and water will be provided.
So—-shine up the BMW, grab the kids and come on out to Easter Lake for some great
cars, great food and great conversation.
See you there!
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Calendar of Events:
July-October 2010
Events, club activities, and all happenings BMW
Saturday, July 10, 2010
Annual Picnic

August 21-22, 2010
ALMS Race Weekend

11:30 am
Easter Lake Shelter
Des Moines
See article on front page.

Road America
Elkhart Lake, Wisconsin

Tuesday, July 13, 2010
Informal Social

Road America
Elkhart Lake, Wisconsin

6:30 pm
Buffalo Wild Wings
6925 Mills Civic Parkway
West Des Moines

Tuesday, September 13,
2010
Informal Social

Sunday, August 8, 2010
Iowa Cubs
1:05 pm
Des Moines
See article on page 3.

Tuesday, August 10, 2010
Informal Social
6:30 pm
Fat Tuesday
6112 SW 9th
Des Moines

August 23-28, 2010
Oktoberfest

6:30 pm
Champps Americana
101 Jordan Creek Parkway
West Des Moines

Sunday, September 26,
2010
Show and Shine
J&J Motorsport
Cedar Rapids
More available soon.

Sunday, October 10, 2010
Street Survival
Des Moines

Wanted:
Newswerks Editor
Becky Brighton will be stepping down as the volunteer
Newswerks editor in early fall of 2010. The Iowa Chapter needs
a replacement to learn the position under the teaching of Becky.
If you are interested or know of anyone who might be interested
in becoming the new editor, please contact Becky at
newsletter@bmwia.org or at 515-576-8059.
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Fred Bell
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To join the BMW CCA or renew membership or change your
address – www.bmwcca.org
NEWSWERKS is a publication of the Iowa Chapter BMW CCA
and is no way associated with BMW AG.The contents featured
herein shall remain the property of the chapter. This publication
is mailed to chapter members in good standing six times per
year. The ideas, suggestions and opinions expressed in this
publication are solely those of the chapter and/or its members.
Please submit material suitable for publication to:
Becky Brighton at: newsletter@bmwia.org
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Bimmers and Baseball

BMW CCA Iowa Chapter Sponsors

by Dave Trachtenberg
Don’t miss out on one of our premier summer events!!!
On Sunday, August 8 we’ll be meeting for our annual
club day at the ballpark.
The Iowa Cubs will be playing the Portland Beavers at
1:05 pm
Like last year, we’ll have two connected skyboxes with
both indoor and outdoor seating to watch the game. The
club has 35 tickets to sell and once they’re gone...that’s
it...you’ll miss out.
The cost for the game and food will be $20/person.
In addition, we’ll be showing our cars in front of the
ballpark.

Merrill Axle & Wheel
ULTIMATE PEDALS

To purchase your tickets and/or reserve a spot to show
your car, contact David Trachtenberg at:
secretary@bmwia.org
Don’t miss this fun event.
Play Ball!!

Change of Address
Information
Please send your requests for address changes directly to the
National Office at the address below. The local chapters have
to receive this information from them and cannot change this
information themselves. Please send a note with your proper
information to the National office at:
Roundel, BMW CCA, Inc.
Address Changes
640 South Main Street, Suite 210
Greenville, SC 29601
Or email to: BMWCClub@aol.com (yes, 2”C’s)
Or on the website: BMWCCA.org
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Camp Courageous Drive Recap by Kevin Wake
The day was overcast, but there was no pall cast over the group of
intrepid travelers that converged on the Cedar Ridge Winery to
enjoy good food, good company, good driving, and great cars.
Cedar Ridge Winery, located between North Liberty and Shueyville,
was the perfect meeting point for members from the Des Moines
and Cedar Rapids areas.
Club member and Cedar Ridge staff member, Kolin Brighton,
provided a tour of the winery that included a detailed explanation of
the process used for wine production. A question left unanswered
was, if a person that makes beer is a brewer, is a person who
makes wine a winer?
No one was whining about the wonderful meal prepared by Kolin
though as everyone enjoyed the beautiful view from Cedar Ridge
and each other’s company. After dining and buying it was time to
load up and wind our way north from the winery to Camp
Courageous for the auto show.
Road construction (surprise!) sent us south to the Coralville
Reservoir to some of the best twisty pavement in Eastern Iowa. We
wound along the northern edge of the Reservoir (Res if you’re an
Eastern Iowan) crossing the lake twice and meeting Highway 1 in
Solon. Highway 1 took us to 151 and Monticello the home of
George Washington, our nation’s first president, and Cruising for
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Camp Courageous.
Okay, maybe that’s the other Monticello where Washington lived,
but Monticello, Iowa, namely Camp Courageous just outside of
there, is home to one of the best auto shows in Eastern Iowa.
Camp Courageous is a facility for individuals with disabilities. It’s a
place where they can enjoy a multitude of experiences from hiking
to horseback riding to a train ride. Cruising for Camp Courageous
is a car show and a fund-raiser to help support the important work
the camp does for kids from all over.
After we arrived, we enjoyed a wide variety of cars that ranged from
rat rods to classic American muscle to vintage antiques and
everything in between. The Cedar Rapids Corvette Club alone
displayed over 30 ‘vettes while Cedar Rapids based Projekt
German showed as many or more custom and antique VW’s. There
was food, crafts and train rides for the kids too. If you like cars,
Cruising for Camp Courageous, is your kind of place. It’s an annual
event every May. You can find more at
http://www.campcourageous.org/?page_id=759.
With the sun peaking through it was time for us to part ways and
head for home. We’d had plenty of food, fun and most of all a
chance to visit with friends who enjoy driving.
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For more photos turn to pages 6-8.
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More Camp Courageous Drive Recap photos.
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More Camp Courageous Drive Recap photos.
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Welcome New Members
LAST

FIRST

CITY

CAR

YEAR

CAR

YEAR

E12 M10

1976

Surber

Ryan

West Des Moines

E24 Euro

1988

Smith

Ryan

Johnston

335i

2008

Jobst

Nicole

Johnston

Curry

Jan

Des Moines

Curry

James

Des Moines

Beadle

Thomas

West Des Moines
330ci

2003

Novak

Randy

Cedar Rapids

Miller

Merle

Kalona

Niemand

Courtney

Des Moines

335ci

2003

Hussaini

Syed

West Des Moines

325i

2006

Gibbs

Bruce

Urbandale

530i

2007

McGrath

Brennan

Iowa City

325i

2006

Fischer

Gaylen

Bettendorf

335 xi

2008

Williams

Doug

Ames

The Active Hybrid X6
The joy of driving just got more efficient.


400hp TwinPower Turbocharged V8



20% less fuel consumption than a
comparable gasoline-powered vehicle.



19 MPG Highway*

BMW of Des Moines
9997 Hickman Road
[866] 956-3039

BMW of Des Moines

2010 X6
Active Hybrid

bmwdesmoines.com

The Ultimate
Driving Machine®

Special lease & finance rates available
through BMW Financial Services.
Special car club discounts also available on New
BMW’s, Used BMW’s, as well as Parts and Service.
©2009 BMW of North America, LLC. The BMW name, model names, and logos are
registered trademarks. *MPG is EPA estimated. Actual mileage will vary.

J U LY / A U G U S T 2 0 1 0

9

2010 Photo Rally Recap by Jeff Daly
A perfect day for a Spring rally. The sky was clear and mid 70s by
noon made for a picture perfect day. After all, there were a lot of
pictures to check on this rally. ..
This was our annual Photo Rally which had participants following
driving directions (similar to T&D events). This was NOT a timed
event. All driving laws were to be obeyed, no speeding and no
gravel roads. The challenge was to identify on which step of the
route the photo on the photo sheet belonged to. With 58 driving
steps and 43 pictures to identify, the driving teams had a lot to look
for. One thing I like so much about our club is that we do not limit
participation in our events. We had all types of cars participating
BMWs (the majority), Mercedes, Mini’s, Hondas and Toyotas.
Everyone either owned a BMW or knew someone that did and liked
what our club does.
We had a fun time with a leisurely stroll just north of Des Moines
that took us all around Saylorville Lake.
We started in front of the Iowa Living History Farms Welcome
center in West Des Moines. After getting checked in, reviewing the
rules and directions, the drivers all took off at their own pace. As
this was not a timed event or a speed test, the only requirement
was that we meet at the end point (Old Chicago Pizza) in Ankeny by
1:00 pm. Some drove the route aggressively and some took the
time to really enjoy the scenery. Many took the whole family in the
car. The cars with multiple passengers tended to get higher scores
as they had more eyes on the lookout for the photo items.

“Not a very
good spotter.”
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This year was a great challenge as there were no perfect scores or
need for tie breakers. Some of the more challenging photos were
the smaller items that may have been difficult to see if traveling too
fast. The water level was high in the lake making the run out at the
bottom of the dam a spectacular view. The water was exiting with
such force that the exit water was falling 6 feet lower than the river
level creating a churning turmoil of chaos at the beginning of the
river.
There were many smiles and lots of great conversation over lunch
as teams compared scores and discovered where the items they
missed were hidden. A great time was had by all. We look forward
to next year’s event being just as much fun.
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For more photos turn to page 12.

J U LY / A U G U S T 2 0 1 0

11

More 2010 Photo Rally Recap photos.
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Simpson Motorsports Inc.
Jim Simpson
319-351-1269
3577 Perch Dr. SE
Iowa City, IA 52240

iowaworkcomp
.com
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Breathe Better with New Cabin Air Filter by KMP Design
Most people realize that changing your engine’s air filter once a
year will allow your engine to breathe better! Most people don’t
realize that changing or upgrading your cabin’s air filter will
allow YOU to breathe better!
When is the last time you changed your
cabin filter?
Spring is here and the entire winter
you have been operating your
vehicle with windows closed.
If you live in one of the hotter
and more humid states,
you most likely operate
your vehicle with
windows closed and A/C
on most of the year.
Doing so will trap stale
air and airborne germs,
bacteria, and dust
particles. If you are a
smoker, the situation is
worse since these odors
penetrate the headliner,
carpeting, and upholstery.
One of the biggest culprits for
introducing contaminants is the
shoes from the drivers and
passengers. Since on all vehicles the A/C
intake system is near the passenger’s and
driver’s foot well area, any dirt, dust, mud and debris
deposited into the carpet during the winter was eventually fired at
your face the first time you felt a need to turn you’re A/C on high
during late spring.

Okotoberfest 2010 at Elkhart
Lake and Road America!
August 23-28, 2010
It’s not too late to register and attend O’Fest! We have a large
contingent from our chapter already making their plans. Look for
the schedule and registration forms at the national website –
www.bmwcca.org. Let’s make this a record year for your chapter!
See you there!
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In the past, automotive air conditioning recirculation systems would
filter the cabin air through a very porous foam type filter element.
These types of cabin filter elements were not a serviceable
item, access was virtually impossible, and the foam
would typically deteriorate after about 6 years.
The assumption was always that the air
in your vehicle was relatively clean.
Most BMW models after 1992 are
now equipped with a small A/C
cabin filter element. The
filters are designed to trap
all dust and/or solid
particles. This is a major
improvement over the
window screen style
filtration of the ‘70s and
‘80s. Unfortunately most
car owners are not aware
that this item even exists
and requires annual
replacement, and more
often in dusty areas that
have high vehicle population.
The only indication that you
would experience is that the A/C
does not seem to have the force that
it did when the vehicle was new. Similar
to a dirty engine filter, restriction reduces
airflow and volume. I have discovered that to
increase flow volume in some vehicles, dirty cabin filters had
been removed and discarded without installing a replacement
element. This does increase A/C pressure, however it contaminates
the ventilation system and clogs the A/C evaporator core.
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