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Annual Dinner March 12

Quick Suspension Tips

Remember, the 2011 Annual Meeting and Awards Banquet
will be held March 12, 2011 at The Hotel Kirkwood Center
located at 7725 Kirkwood Blvd. SW Cedar Rapids. The social
will begin at 5:30 p.m. with dinner to follow at 6:30 p.m. The
speaker, awards and door prizes will follow the dinner. Our
featured speaker this year will be Frank Patek, Executive
Director of the BMW CCA.

President’s Column

A block of rooms have been blocked for the club at the hotel.
Just call 319/848-8700 or 877/751-5111 and ask for the
BMW club rate.

Quad-Cities Club
Meeting
Member Spotlight
Super Bowl

Calendar of Events:
March 2011 - May 2011
Events, club activities, and all happenings BMW
Monday, March 7, 2011
Informal social at Royal
Mile
6:30 p.m.
210 4th St.
Des Moines

Tuesday, April 12, 2011
Informal Social at Fat
Tuesday’s
6:30 p.m.
6112 Southwest 9th St.
Des Moines

Saturday, March 12, 2011
Annual Dinner, The Hotel at
Kirkwood Center
5:30 p.m.
7725 Kirkwood Boulevard
Cedar Rapids

Saturday, April 23, 2011
Photo Rally
8:00 a.m.
Des Moines

A block of rooms have been blocked
for the club at the hotel. Just call
319/848-8700 or 877/751-5111 and
ask for the BMW club rate.

Thursday, March 10, 2011
Informal Social at Cedar
Ridge Winery
6:30 p.m.
1441 Marak Rd NW
Swisher
Same location and time each
month, other month dates
are April 14 & May 12

Tuesday, May 10, 2011
Informal Social at Fong’s
Pizza
6:30 p.m.
223 4th St.
Des Moines
Sunday, May 22, 2011
Karting in Maquoketa
(more info in May issue of
Newswerks)
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Club of America.
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dana@equineforce.com
Immediate Past President
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National Office
BMW CCA National Office
640 South Main Street, #201
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To join the BMW CCA or renew membership or change your
address – www.bmwcca.org
NEWSWERKS is a publication of the Iowa Chapter BMW CCA
and is no way associated with BMW AG.The contents featured
herein shall remain the property of the chapter. This publication
is mailed to chapter members in good standing six times per
year. The ideas, suggestions and opinions expressed in this
publication are solely those of the chapter and/or its members.

The Iowa chapter has drafted a new logo, per national’s request for all clubs. It
can be found on our website at http://www.bmwia.org/, on Facebook at BMW
Car Club of America - Iowa Chapter and on Twitter @IowaBMWClub.
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Please submit material suitable for publication to:
Nicole Jobst at: newsletter@bmwia.org or
nicole.jobst@gmail.com
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The Ups and Downs of
Suspension

BMW CCA Iowa Chapter Sponsors

Article Courtesy of bavauto.com
You don’t have to be an engineer to understand the
principles at work on a car in motion. In fact, if all the
components of your BMW’s suspension are working in
harmony, you shouldn’t have to think much about them
at all. Fishtailing or understeering are signs that your
front and rear springs are imbalanced -- too much
“yaw.” If you like to drive fast, mismatched springs
might not only dampen your driving pleasure, but could
also be dangerous. The right spring and shock
combination can reduce a car’s tendency to pitch, and
improve safety in snow and rain. A swaybar will stiffen
the connection between your BMW’s suspension and
body and reduce roll, allowing you to corner faster and
more confidently. Attention to your BMW’s suspension
will pay off in big ways. You’ll drive better, and you’ll be
getting the best possible performance out of your car.

Merrill Axle & Wheel
ULTIMATE PEDALS

Change of Address Information
Please send your requests for address changes
directly to the National Office at the address below. The
local chapters have to receive this information from
them and cannot change this information themselves.
Please send a note with your proper information to the
National office at:
Roundel, BMW CCA, Inc.
Address Changes
640 South Main Street, Suite 210
Greenville, SC 29601
Or email to: BMWCClub@aol.com (yes, 2”C’s)
Or on the website: BMWCCA.org
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Looking Beyond the Apex …the view from the President’s chair
by Fred Bell
March comes to Iowa, and several traditional things happen.
We can start to visualize the end of winter, always a good
thing to help us get out on the road and get the most out of
our BMWs again. The days are noticeably longer, and that
extra burst of ozone is there to mysteriously brighten our
spirits. And finally, the chapter’s annual meeting time has
rolled around, which means we’ll have new officers and
directors to welcome and outgoing ones to thank.
This is my final column as president - I’ve definitely hit lame
duck status. I’m one of those on the way out, and very
grateful for our members who are coming in to replace
myself and the other departing boardies. In 11 years on the
board as treasurer and then president, I’ve had an
opportunity to work with quite a number of great people. I’m
(mostly) not going to name names, to make sure I don’t leave
someone out. But in that decade-plus, I’ve been able to work
closely with somewhere around 20-30 different board
members, and quite a number more of event chairs and their
teams. They’ve brought a LOT of big ideas, great little ideas,
and plain old hard work. Most of all, it’s been fun. And that,
after all, is why we have this club. We say it
often, and it’s absolutely true: We come
because of the cars; we stay because of
the people.
We covered some of the notable events of
the chapter at the 2010 annual dinner in
celebrating our first 10 years. I think some
of those - and just some other things I’ve
enjoyed - might be worth recounting here.
This chapter got off to a roaring
start right out of the box, and
we’ve kept on doing things
that others didn’t expect
we could carry off.
The 2002 car raffle in
2002 was a huge
undertaking, and it not
only put us on the map
nationally within BMW
CCA, but also put us on a
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good footing internally for years to come. We also started our
Longest Day Driving Schools that year, and our event
continues to be one of the very best organized and most fun
schools in this section of the country. At times this club
seems to revolve around eating, and we can thank the
creativity and grunt labor of Don and Stacy VanLengen in
particular for a whole group of fantastic club picnics and
driving school dinners. Our Fall Colors runs have taken us to
the great driving and scenery of northeast Iowa, special
stops of interest in eastern and central Iowa, and the unique
Loess Hills among other trips. We’ve explored many areas
and byways that I’m sure I’d have never found on my own.
Many members have contributed to organize the group
drives and rallies, the latter of which are particular candy for
my puzzle-loving brain. Adrenaline producing, tense nerves,
snippy communications - but fun! Even some of the events
that the chapter has tried, and then said afterward that we’d
be happy to NOT do again, are still grounds for pleasant
recollections. Not everything is going to work, but if we can
look back and chuckle rather than cuss about it, then I
suppose it still kinda goes in the win column. (Anyone
remember the Cajun Fest?) The concours events, while
not my own forte, have been some notable times too.
We nearly lost judges Mike Benge and David
Trachtenberg to heat exhaustion during a memorable
picnic/concours at Easter Lake in temps at about 105
and humidity nearly to match, as they pored over
immaculate cars on the blazing asphalt. Don wasn’t
doing so well either after slaving over a hot barbecue
for hours that day. But we all survived, and can
reminisce with a smile about
getting it done in spite of
conditions. Rather sounds like
the description for our
Cutting It A Little Fine
Award - which itself
commemorates some of
the wackier things that
have happened.
A couple of awardees
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have earned theirs through perseverance after close
encounters of the contact kind with deer - including on a
BMW motorcycle. Several have earned it through mechanical
difficulties with cars, or running them so hard that brake pads
and Subarus were well past the point of no return. One was
for almost running out of gas on a driving school trip - but
managing to restart after stalling to make one more mile to a
providentially-close gas station. And we awarded it to

ourselves just for getting to where we did in the early years of
the club: we started on a shoestring, got some big ideas
converted to great results despite the odds - and we’ve had
fun doing it. So -- My thanks to all of you who have served on
the board, helped with an event - or simply came out and
participated in our activities. You all make our club what it is
today, and I’ve loved the ride.
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BMW Quad-Cities Club Meeting
BMW and Mini car lovers from eastern Iowa and western
Illinois came together on a cold morning in January to kick
the tires for a new Quad-Cities subchapter of the Iowa
Chapter of the BMW Car Club.
Turnout was gratifying, as about three dozen people from
both sides of the Mississippi River assembled at Kimberly
BMW of Davenport to meet and talk about their hopes for an
active Quad Cities chapter. Of greatest interest were driving
events, both for track time and leisure. Second on the list
were informal get-togethers of almost any kind - cookouts,
tech sessions or lunch at a friendly Gasthaus to talk cars.
Not only were those in attendance genuinely interested in
seeing a Quad Cities chapter develop, many stepped forward
during and after the meeting to offer their help organizing
activities. Iowa Chapter President Fred Bell said it will take
the efforts of many to create an active, fun sub-chapter for
all. Plans now are to begin scheduling events immediately,
starting with informal socials. Keep an eye out for emails and
newsletter announcements. Speaking of lunch, our hosts at
Kimberly BMW provided a wonderful selection of sandwiches
and beverages from a local deli after the meeting.
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Remember, it doesn’t matter whether you are an Iowa or
Illinois resident, the new Quad-Cities group will be your
connection to more BMW friendships and excitement. Please
come out and join us! Email me, Kevin Kraft at
qcbimmer@gmail.com if you have any questions about how
to get involved.
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New Product & Technology Session Wrap-Up
by Alison Bell
When asked to put together a new
format for a tech session, I was a little
unsure of what to do. However when
Sales Director Dave Rice, Chapter
President Fred Bell and I put our heads
together, we came up with the idea to
present something a little different...
future vehicles and cutting edge
technologies coming from BMW. So, on
Jan. 22, BMW of Des Moines hosted a
tech session about upcoming new
vehicles and new technologies.
Members came out in record numbers
from as far away as Cedar Rapids to
listen to Tim O’Brien, Area Manager for
Market 47, Central Region, BMW of
North America. He gave an extremely
exciting and informative presentation on
a variety of topics including the new X3,
2012 3-series, as well as the Twin Power
Turbo engines, and the re-introduction of
4-cylinder engines to the US market.
Lunch was cooked by BMW of Des
Moines’ own Dave Rice, and we dined
on a delicious menu including
cornbread, gumbo, black-eyed peas,
and cookies! It was great to see so
many familiar and new faces! Everyone
that attended had a wonderful time, and
agreed that it is an exciting time to be
involved with the best margue around!
Among the attendees, member Rick
Talbot enjoyed learning the inside BMW
scoop. Specifically, he was interested
that the 328i Sports Touring’s last model
year is likely 2012. He liked hearing that
BMW is bringing a four-cylinder engine
to the U.S. market and likely a Z2 model
in the future.
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Driving School Volunteers Needed
A number of volunteers are needed for the chapter’s annual
driving school to be held this June 10-12. Please review the
summaries of each volunteer position we need to fill and let
us know if you’re interested in helping out. Some of these
duties are easy tasks and won’t take all day, so doubling up
on jobs would be easy to do and helpful for the club. If
you’re interested in any position, contact David Brighton at
dwbrighton@gmail.com.
Volunteer Coordinator - This coordinator solicits a number
of volunteers for the duties below. They develop a schedule
for these volunteers and ensure they are completing their
duties.
Grid Master (one each day) - Controls access to track by
participants and their cars.
Assistant Grid Master (1 each day) - Assists the grid
master above.
Clean Tech (1 each day) - Helps check that cars are free of
anything that can fly around in interior, trunk, or under hood
- full check done on first session of each day, and quick
review on first session after lunch.
Registration/Check-in (1 at track Friday, 2 at hotel Friday
night, 2 at track Saturday) - Help registrar with checking in
participants.
Announcing - 2 needed at track to announce each day.
Parade Laps - 1 needed to collect money and send cars
onto track at lunch time.
Registration Reception (2 needed) - These folks will help
with many registration tasks like getting beverages, snacks
and set-up and clean-up.
Sponsorship Coordinator - Solicit sponsors and provide
them with all necessary materials regarding the event.
Serve as liaison between chapter and sponsors.
Publicity Coordinator - Develop publicity plan and meet
all required deadlines for various mediums. Focus is on
student recruitment.
Merchandise/Supply Coordinator - Arrange for all
relevant supplies to be available to all staff and students.
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Member Spotlight on Craig Nelson, Cedar Rapids, Iowa:
(Editor’s note: We are going to be doing spotlights on different members in the club. If you have a fun story to tell or know of someone
else who does, email me at Nicole.jobst@gmail.com. I’d love to take suggestions on who to do a future spotlight on!)
What made you decide to purchase
your first BMW? It was the
combination of price, gas mileage and
overall car characteristics (BMW XiT
wagon). We traded a Jeep Grand
Cherokee in on it and really enjoyed
taking it on trips.
Do you have any BMW stories or
memories? The item that probably
amazes me more than anything is
how many people that deal directly
with Mini Coopers gather around
ours, just because it has the Works
carbon fiber spoiler on it. Apparently
not many are delivered with one, and
it always seems to draw a crowd,
even with the mechanics and sales
staff.
What is your favorite BMW Club
event and why? As most members
know, we tend to go for the social events, but have done a few rallies.
Do you have a dream car? I tend to pick a car based upon what we will be using it for (daily driver, fuel miser, SUV, etc.) and how it
stacks up against the rest of the manufacturers or product offerings at the time. I am not very manufacturer loyal. The manufacturer
must earn my purchase every single time I buy. However, responding directly to the question while I have never driven one or even
ridden in one, I love the looks of any Aston Martin so that would probably be my dream ride.

QC Social Event
What could be a better setting for a meeting of German car buffs than an outdoor beer garden?
That was the setting for the first official social event of the Quad Cities subchapter of the BMW Club in Davenport on Feb.
19. I say “outdoor” beer garden, and indeed it was, but it was heated and covered to Spring-like temperatures for about 15
new member of the QC chapter who ate lunch, talked cars and shared ideas for upcoming events.
For the time being, the group decided that Saturdays were good meeting days for everyone. The dates for our next two
events are March 19 and April 16. We might do a tech session one day and a car cleanup/detailing class on the other, but
please watch your inbox and the club website for details. Please plan to join us. Questions can be directed to Kevin Kraft at
qcbimmer@gmail.com
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Super Bowl
A handful of folks trickled into Craig Nelson’s
basement in Ankeny for a club Super Bowl party
February 6.
Whether they came to snack on cheese dip or to
cheer with their fellow cheese heads, everyone
found something they liked at the party. Even diehard Steelers fan David Trachtenberg enjoyed the
company of his fellow club members.
The Nelson home was designed by Craig and
featured in the Des Moines Register. The visiting
members complimented the home on their tours and
munched on everyone’s favorite soup or appetizer.
Among the favorites were the chili, dips and new to
most members: bacon-wrapped water chestnuts.
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Photo Rally April 23
By the time you are reading this, the snow should be melting and
we are beginning to warm up to spring. This is the time to be
thinking of the fun we will be able to have in just a few weeks
with our upcoming Spring Fun Rally.
On Saturday, April 23, the sky should be clear for a beautiful day
of driving around the countryside of Central Iowa. What a great
way to celebrate the beginning of spring.
With an emphasis on fun, this Rally is NOT a timed speed event.
It is a fun leisure drive with a touch of a treasure hunt thrown in.
It is best to have a passenger or more as there is a lot to see on
this drive. It is recommended to have a navigator to help keep
you on course and be that useful extra set of eyes on the look
out for the event times - which can be a photo, a sign, or an
instruction.
The drive will take about 2 hours. We will all gather at the
starting point in Des Moines and you may begin at any time
between 8:30 a.m. and 10 a.m. to sign the waivers and get our
route instructions. As it is not a true timed event you may take as
long as you wish to go over the route. You may even run the

route a second time for those early starters if they wish, though
they may be pushing the limits a bit. The point of the Rally is to
relax by having a fun drive and not racing through the route.
There is a requirement that you meet at our end point by 12:30
p.m. but only if you want to have your sheet scored or to win any
prizes. This year’s Fun Rally will be a little different than our
previous photo rallies. Many of you have proven to be real eagle
eyes on previous rallies, so this year we will have a few “Bonus
Sightings”. In addition to matching the photos with the sections
of the route, we wil have a few “observant moments” to see how
much you were paying attention to the scenery. (This is why you
don’t want to do this one too fast, you may miss something
important).
Make sure we have your email address as updates will be sent
in the email blast shortly before the event. Email Dana Schrader
with your contact information at dana@equineforce.com
See you on April 23 for a fun drive. Until then, visit
http://www.bmwia.org/ for more information or follow us on
Facebook and Twitter for event updates!
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Welcome New Members
LAST

FIRST

CITY

CAR

Pribyl

Brandon

Bettendorf

M3

Brecher

Collin

La Porte City

Vosdingh

Michael

Cedar Rapids

Vosdingh

Austin

Cedar Rapids

Loftsgard

Eric

Robins

330xi

Waldo

Michael

W. Des Moines

335i xdrive

Bettendorf

MS

Macalister Geoffrey

YEAR

CAR

YEAR

e39 540i

Simpson Motorsports Inc.
Jim Simpson
319-351-1269
3577 Perch Dr. SE
Iowa City, IA 52240

iowaworkcomp
.com
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The Active Hybrid X6
The joy of driving just got more efficient.


400hp TwinPower Turbocharged V8



20% less fuel consumption than a
comparable gasoline-powered vehicle.



19 MPG Highway*

PAID
Fort Dodge, Iowa
Permit No. 486

BMW of Des Moines
9997 Hickman Road
[866] 956-3039

BMW of Des Moines

2010 X6
Active Hybrid

bmwdesmoines.com

The Ultimate
Driving Machine®

Special lease & finance rates available
through BMW Financial Services.
Special car club discounts also available on New
BMW’s, Used BMW’s, as well as Parts and Service.
©2009 BMW of North America, LLC. The BMW name, model names, and logos are
registered trademarks. *MPG is EPA estimated. Actual mileage will vary.

