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A Word From The President
by David Brighton
Hello, my name is David Brighton, and I am your new
president. You probably want to know how I got involved
with the Iowa Chapter of the BMW CCA, so here is my
story. My first ride in a BMW happened in a friend’s 1995
325iC during sometime early in 1997. I had never ridden
in a BMW before, as I had owned American classics. I
had always thought BMW’s were for “rich guys” and had
never really pursued any interest in owning one. I liked to go fast, but always in a
straight line.
Our first ride as a family in a BMW was in a brand new dark green 1997 318i that I
was allowed to take home for the weekend to Indianola to show my wife. We drove
the 318i to Ames on Sunday to attend a tumbling meet for Katie. After some
persuasion and stating the obvious advantages of owning a BMW, I started shopping
for a car that I could afford. In a few weeks, a 1994 325i in all black with only 40,000
miles on the clock appeared at the Dave Ostrem BMW used lot in Clive. A couple of
days later, a shiny black CPO 1994 325i was sitting in my garage. That was in 1997,
but I did not discover that there was a group called the BMW CCA until 1999. I
became a member of the BMW CCA in early 2000 and was first elected to Iowa
BMW CCA Board of Directors in February of 2005. I served as an at-large director for
one year and then was elected to the position of vice-president in February of 2006.
I hope you have had a chance to visit our new redesigned website that went live at
the beginning of April. It is a tremendous advantage for the club and has many new
features. The Board of Directors has undergone a transformation this year with many
new and younger members. The Board is in the process of creating an environment
of new events that will be mixed in with our tried and true favorites that should provide
an inviting attitude to our current and potential new members. We have also filled a
couple of new positions on the Board that
should make communications more timely
and relevant to our members.
I wish to thank Fred Bell for his hard work
as President of the Board of Directors and
his enlightenment and leadership for the
past three years. I am looking forward to
meeting any of our members that I have
not met yet and hope to see you at an
event soon.
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a Driving School
Longest Day Driving
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Form
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Calendar of Events:
May 2011 - August 2011
Events, club activities, and all happenings BMW
May 2011

July 2011

May 10
BMW Informal Social
at 6:30 p.m.
Fong’s Pizza
223 4th St., Des Moines

July 11
BMW Informal Social
at 6:30 p.m.
Location TBA

May 22
Karting at 61 Kartway
at 11:00 a.m.
1578 Highway 61, Delmar

July 16
Annual Picnic
at 11:00 a.m.
Shelter 4 at Easter Lake,
Des Moines

June 2011

August 2011

June 10-12
Driving School
MidAmerica Motorplex
in Council Bluffs
(See article on page 8)

August 7
I-Cubs Game
At Noon
Principal Park, Des Moines

June 14
BMW Informal Social
at 6:30 p.m.
Location TBA

August 9
BMW Informal Social
at 6:30 p.m.
Granite City
12801 University Ave., Clive

Change of Address Information
Please send your requests for address changes
directly to the National Office at the address below.
The local chapters have to receive this information
from them and cannot change this information
themselves. Please send a note with your proper
information to the National office at:
Roundel, BMW CCA, Inc.
Address Changes
640 South Main Street, Suite 210
Greenville, SC 29601
Or email to: BMWCClub@aol.com (yes, 2”C’s)
Or on the website: BMWCCA.org
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To join the BMW CCA or renew membership or change your
address – www.bmwcca.org
NEWSWERKS is a publication of the Iowa Chapter BMW CCA
and is no way associated with BMW AG.The contents featured
herein shall remain the property of the chapter. This publication
is mailed to chapter members in good standing six times per
year. The ideas, suggestions and opinions expressed in this
publication are solely those of the chapter and/or its members.
Please submit material suitable for publication to:
Nicole Jobst at: newsletter@bmwia.org or
nicole.jobst@gmail.com
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Thanks to the sponsors of this years event

The 2011 edition of the Annual Dinner and Awards Banquet
was held March 12 at The Hotel at Kirkwood Center in Cedar
Rapids.
A fine meal featuring pork tenderloin was served in buffet
style by the culinary arts students enrolled in the Culinary
Arts program at Kirkwood Community College. Kolin
Brighton of Cedar Rapids was the event planner.
The guest speaker for the night was Frank Patek, Executive
Director of the BMW CCA. Frank relayed information from
the National Board about the overall health of the club,
website updates, existing and new programs of the BMW
CCA.
Dana Schrader once again provided a wonderful slide show
of our Club activities from past events and out-going Board
of Directors President, Fred Bell, acted as Master of
Ceremonies.
As usual, a great selection of door prizes was available from
our vendors and no one should have gone home without a
great door prize.
Awards given for the 2011 year were as follows:
“Member of the Year”-Dana Schrader of Grimes
“Cutting it a Little Fine” award-Larry and Karen Handy of Fort
Dodge
“Sponsor of the Year”-BMW of Des Moines

ULTIMATE PEDALS

Plaques were presented to outgoing Board members Nehru
Cheddie, Becky Brighton and Kolin Brighton.
Additionally, the 2011 Board of Directors was introduced:
President-David Brighton
Vice-President-Jeff Daly
Secretary-David Trachtenberg
Treasurer-Ryan Smith
Newswerks-Nicole Jobst
Social Events-Alison Bell
Communications-Chris Kjellmark
Website-Manoj Tomar/Dana Schrader
Driving Events-Jeff Daly/Mike Myers
Membership-Cindy Dolmage

Vinton-Urbana Veterinary Hospital

BMW of Des Moines

The host hotel was a tremendous facility and many
attendees complimented the dinner.

M AY / J U N E 2 0 1 1

3

2011 Annual Dinner and Awards Banquet Photos
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OUT
✔

Our Newly Designed Website
Complete With A Classifieds Section

www.bmwia.org/club-officials/
More pictures of the annual dinner on our
newly designed website still at www.bmwia.org.

Annual Picnic by David Trachtenberg
Don't miss the annual club picnic coming up in July 16
at 11 a.m.
Like last year, the picnic will be at Shelter 4 at Easter
Lake in Des Moines.
We are very lucky once again to have Don VanLengen
as "head chef" for the event. If you've been to any of our
past picnics, you know what a treat it is to have Don
cooking for the club. This year, Don has put a themed
event together and we will all get to participate. The
picnic will be a pot luck... where Don cooks the main
dish and the rest of us will bring side dishes.
The theme this year will be foods from Morocco. Don
has asked that some of you bring side dishes that go
along with this year's theme.
It's not a requirement that your side dish be Moroccan,
but we know some of you will love the challenge.
Visit www.thegutsygourmet.net or www.food.com to
check out some of the dishes to try making. Side dish
options are Tunisian Coucous, Babakanoosh, Carrot
Salad, Carrot Soup hot or cool and Morroccan Fruit
salad. Dessert options include Egyptian Palace Bread,
Egyptian Torte, Sweet Couscous or Baklava. Guests
can also bring extras like Yogurt Sauce, any type of flat
bread or pita bread, BBQ Sauce and Buns.
So...get the family together, shine up the car and get
cooking.
See you in July!
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Member Spotlight on Chris Kjellmark, Grew up in Glasgow, KY and
currently live in Indianola, IA:
(Editor’s note: We are going to be doing spotlights on different members in the club. If you have a fun story to tell or know of someone
else who does, email me at Nicole.jobst@gmail.com. I’d love to take suggestions on who to do a future spotlight on!)
What made you decide to purchase your first
BMW? A co-worker had been buying them second
hand for years. My wife (Kathy) wanted to get a
Lincoln Town car and I talk her into a used 1991 BMW
525 ia and as they say "the rest is history." She won't
drive anything else now.
Do you have any BMW stories or memories?
(wrecks, flat tires, long trip to pick a car up,
European delivery). A good reason for keeping your
copy Friends of BMW handy is in case you need
references for service when you are out of town. Kathy
and some girlfriends went on a road trip to South
Dakota in the 525 and experienced some fuel pump
issues. I was able to open up the friends of BMW and
call someone I have never met and get referrals to
some good mechanics close to the Badlands of South
Dakota where she was staying. Luckily I didn't have to use the
information, but I really appreciated having someone in the area
be that helpful to a stranger calling. Luckily a NAPA store worker
suggested some Lucas fuel system treatment which helped
clean up some bad gas and kept the fuel pump lubricated. A few
months later the fuel pump finally gave up and I had to replace it.
All the rest of my stories have something to do with repairing
vehicles. Like the time the wagons oil water separator clogged
and forced oil up into the air filter box. Luckily it didn't cause any
engine damage. But of course it was winter, very cold and in an
unheated garage. Moral of the story, when it is close to zero out
and you go the car wash don't leave the engine running to
suck in all the water saturated air. Live and learn.
What is your favorite BMW Club event and why? The
LDDS driving school of course. The 2010 fall colors tour
was great. Kathy and I really enjoyed northwestern Iowa
and the folks who went. Beautiful scenery and great
people always make for a memorable event.
Do you have a dream car? I still have the 351 Cleveland four
barrel engine from my 1971 Mercury Cougar on an engine stand
in the garage (can you say 'pack rat'). I want to rebuilt the
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engine and put it in a Factory Five
Cobra Kit car. Short of that
car a 69 Mach One
Mustang would be nice!
Too bad these are soooo
expensive these days
because everyone is
collecting muscle
cars now.

IOWA CHAPTER BMW CCA
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Quad Cities Tech Session a Hit
by David Trachtenberg
When, why, what and should I?
When should I replace struts on my high-mileage car? What are
the facts and the myths about the best fuel for my car? When
should I replace the oxygen sensors in my car? Why does my
alarm keep going off?
Those were among the questions at the first-ever BMW tech
session in the Quad Cities in March. And BMW tech Nate Leming,
from Kimberly BMW in
Davenport, had the answers.
Nate fielded questions from
about 15 eager listeners on
topics that ranged from
towing specifications for a
wagon and warning lights, to
tires and checking oil
through iDrive.
For the driver who wondered
about replacing oxygen
sensors, Nate explained that
BMW computers will let us
know when maintenance is
required. Noting that oxygen
sensor replacement is not
cheap, he advised: “If it’s not
broke, don’t fix it.”
As for that annoying alarm
that goes off randomly?
Finding the source of that is
a “crap shoot” without the right diagnostic equipment, Nate says,
because of the number of sensors.
The Quad Cities subchapter is off to a good start. Three dozen
people came out for our January organizational meeting, and
since then we have averaged 15 people at our first two meetings.
The tech session was by far the favorite meeting with requests for
more just like it. The opportunities for club growth in the QC are
significant, so if you live in Iowa or Illinois in the vicinity of the
Mississippi River, please join us. Contact QC Chapter Governor
Kevin Kraft at qcbimmer@gmail.com for more information.
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First Timer’s Tips for a Driving School
by Mike Myers
Preparation
There’s not much preparation involved, outside of normal
good vehicle maintenance and reviewing the materials
provided with registration
Yourself
 You need a helmet. Many club members can
recommend a vendor. From a pure safety standpoint, a
full-face helmet with a visor is recommended, but any
Snell 2000,2005, or 2010 certified helmet is
acceptable. Snell 2000 helmets are only acceptable
through the end of this year, so I’d recommend
purchasing a Snell 2010 helmet unless you’re getting a
smoking deal on a 2005 helmet or you ‘re given (or
you’ve stolen) a 2000 unit. You may also be able to
borrow a club helmet – check event materials.
 Depending on the temperature conditions at the track,
the event organizers may permit short sleeve shirts
and/or shorts in lieu of the long sleeves and pants
specified in the registration materials. If you have them
with you, you’ll be able to exercise that option.
 If you’ve got larger feet, you may find limited options
as far as suitable footwear outside of driving
shoes. Though the color options were limited, my
driving shoe purchase was the first time I’ve ever
actually been able to buy size 12½ shoes—and they
were available at an extremely reasonable price! Any
closed-toe shoe with little to no heel is acceptable; it’s
better to minimize synthetic materials if you can. A
pair of old running shoes with little sole can work well.
Keep in mind that you will be standing, walking or
driving in these shoes for most of the day, so comfort
is important.
Your car
 It’s all detailed in the Tech Inspection sheet, but it boils
down to having a well maintained car in good
operating condition with relatively unworn tires and
brakes
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Arriving at the track
• Find a place to park in the paddock and unload your
vehicle. Folks are friendly, park anywhere that someone
hasn’t already staked out with their gear! If you don’t
know anyone, park next to someone with a similar
vehicle—you’ll find something to talk about!
At the driving school
• Have fun learning the track, experiencing an addictive
new skill and meeting new people!
Departing
• First timers should expect to drive home on the same
tires and brakes they arrived with. Also, from personal
experience:
 If you’ve had your hood open, make sure it’s
completely closed and latched before you leave
 If you’ve changed your tire pressures, adjust them
back to your normal driving values after things have
cooled down

IOWA CHAPTER BMW CCA
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The Longest Day Driving School Registration Form
June 10-12, 2011 • Mid-America Motorplex
Name ________________________ BMW CCA # _____________
Age ____________________ Date of Birth ___________________
Address ______________________________________________
City ____________________ State_________ Zip _____________
Phone (Day) ________________ (Evening) ________________
Email ________________________________________________
Car Information
Year _______ Make ______________ Model _________________
Significant Modifications, if any ____________________________
________________________________________________________
Guest Information
To receive free admittance for guests that accompany or visit you at
the track, enter their names below. Those not listed will be admitted
but MAM will charge them $10/person/day.
________________ _________________ _________________
________________ _________________ _________________
Driving Event Experience
_____ First time (or limited experience) at a driving event.
_____ Driving event experience is over 1-2 years of events.

In 2011, we will again be offering some different run groups and fee
structures to better serve our students, instructors, and members. Please
read them over and then check only one. All registrations include the
Saturday night BBQ.
1-day Novice Registration ....................................................................$195
Reserved for first time students only. Students will receive Saturday-only
classroom and on-track instruction. A great way to finally get your feet wet
in the world of high performance driving.
Young Driver Registration ....................................................................$265
Discounted Full Event Registration for first time students from 18-24 years of
age only.
Full Registration ....................................................................................$325
Normal Full Event Registration
3-day Registration ................................................................................$370
Our 3-day Full Event Registration run group for pre-approved advanced-level
drivers to hone their skills without dedicated in-car instruction. You will be
assigned an instructor to oversee your progress and offer consultation. You
must be pre-approved for this very limited run group. Includes open session
on Friday, with Saturday and Sunday scheduled run groups. Contact chief
instructor Scott Smed for pre-approval before registration.
Instructor Registration............................................................................$75
Includes familiarization session on Friday, normal run groups on Saturday
and Sunday, event memento, and our sincere Thank You!
Note: All students must be members of the BMW CCA per current IRS
rules. Non-members may either sign up through the National office
(www.bmwcca.org) for BMW CCA membership, or pay per the list below to
have us do it for you.
Non-members of BMW CCA ($40 annual fee, which includes chapter
membership)..............................................................................................$48

_____ Numerous driving schools over several years. Professional
driving school experience (e.g. Skip Barber, Track Time, Bob
Bondurant, etc.). Experience must be current.

Event Memento - Free with full registration, if received by
May 16th ..................................................................................................Free

_____ Licensed Racing experience with BMW SCCA, PCA,
Vintage, etc. clubs. Extensive experience at a variety of
tracks over an extended period. Experience must be current.

Registration Deadline is May 31, 2011 or when school is filled.

_____ BMW CCA or PCA Instructor experience.
Describe experience and/or specifics of recent events:
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

TOTAL$ ________________

Note: Some run groups are very limited so register early!
The chapter will forward any membership fees to the
BMW CCA National office.
School registrations received after May 16th will not be eligible for
the event memento, due to ordering constraints.
Send payment and completed form to:
Iowa Chapter BMW CCA, PO Box 42113, Urbandale, IA 50323
Additional information, contact information and on-line registration
are available at http://www.bmwia.org.

________________________________________________________

Driver Signature ______________________________________

________________________________________________________

Date ________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

Note: Your insurance may or may not cover claims arising
at the track. Read your policy!

________________________________________________________
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Chapter Driving School – Just Do It!
by Mike Williams
It’s that time of year again – time to think about signing up for
Iowa Chapter’s “Longest Day Driving School”. Been there
before? Then you know what a great experience it is. Never
done one? You’ve just GOT to try it! Rarely is something that
is so good for you also so much fun. We are not talking about
a glass of fish oil, or diet potato chips here, folks! We are
talking about a fun way to become a safer driver – a way to
learn about the abilities of your car and yourself.
You’ve been in the club. Maybe you’ve attended some of the
banquets, picnics, tours, or tech sessions. You’ve met some
of the other great people in the club. Isn’t it time to try the
ultimate club experience?
Some time in your life you have already had a little fun with a
car. Maybe you stepped on the gas while on an Interstate onramp. Well, you will get plenty of chances to accelerate here.
The thing about driving school is: the shoulders are safe,
there is no loose gravel, the pavement is smooth, there is no
oncoming traffic, the lane is wide, there are no poles or trees
or pedestrians or deer, and you set the speed limit (low or
high). All this with your personal instructor coaching you at
your specific ability level.
What is it like? Well, first you need to study the information
packet before arriving in western Iowa. You need a motel
reservation. You need your forms filled out and your car
inspection done. You will need a helmet. If you come in on
Friday night, you will enjoy a light dinner and beverages
(courtesy of the club) at the hotel – a chance to meet your
instructor and to have a laid-back chat with fellow
participants. You will leave your room and arrive early
Saturday morning at the track. Your car will be looked over
again, this time to make sure you didn’t leave something
loose in it to surprise you later. You will receive several
sessions of classroom instruction during the two days geared
specifically to novices like yourself. (Other students at
different levels have their own sessions.) The Iowa Chapter
always gets good classroom instructors. I still remember my
first one, Dave Johnson of Cedar Rapids, and how good a
job he did.
Then it comes time for the real fun – track time. You will meet
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your individual instructor and get acquainted. The Iowa
Chapter is known for their excellent in-car instructors as well.
My first one, ten years ago, was Jim Simpson of Iowa City.
We continue to be friends to this day. I had him drive the
track once while I observed from the passenger seat. At the
time, I thought it was a wild ride. Now I realize just how
controlled it was. Believe me, I had no idea what the
capabilities of a car really were, especially a BMW! (There
will be other makes there too.)
When you get behind the wheel on the track, you will start
out slow, like the rest of your novice group. You will gain skill,
confidence, knowledge, and speed. You will learn the track.
You will learn where and how track passing is allowed. You
will learn the flag system. (Study that packet!) You will have
tons of fun. And, you will be exhausted. Twenty-five minutes
or so of 100% concentration each driving session is taxing,
unless you routinely land airplanes for a living. After resting,
the schedule will continue through many more cycles
throughout that day and the next. Each level of drivers has
their own schedule rotating through classroom, inspecting,
driving, and resting. You may also ride along with an
instructor in their car. You will spend time talking with other
students. You are guaranteed to be amazed and to have fun.
And at the end of track time on Saturday evening, the club
will once again have the incomparable Don Van Lengen
putting on a barbecue at the track for all hands. Then you get
to come back on Sunday for more classes and track
sessions – and now it will really start to feel natural.
If you are like I was at my first school, you will progress from:
“this is nuts,” to “this is fun,” to “hey, I am getting better,” to “is
it over already – when can I come again?” You will see that
all the rules, procedures, and instruction are pointing toward
one thing – safety. Safety at the school. Safety in your own
driving back at home. Safety in how to meet problems
caused by others. And when you think of it, can you put a
price on that knowledge? How much time and money is your
safety (and that of others) worth? Especially when you can
acquire all that knowledge and have great fun doing it? So
what are you waiting for? The “Longest Day Driving School” –
just do it!

IOWA CHAPTER BMW CCA

[See elsewhere in this issue for registration info, or go to the
chapter website, www.bmwia.org. All the info you’ll need is
on the website: the participant info packet, vehicle inspection
form, medical form, hotel details, etc.
Register by May 16 and you also get our very cool event
memento – our way of giving a special good deal to early
registrants.
The chapter has a few loaner helmets available so you don’t
have to buy one to give these events a try. Email Fred Bell at
past-president@bmwia.org so we can hold a helmet for you
in your size. Quantities are limited; do not expect to get a
loaner helmet at the door!
Our host hotel is the SpringHill Suites in Council Bluffs.
Reserve your room by May 18 to get the BMW Club rate.
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BMW of Des Moines is our key sponsor for the driving
school. The store is also offering free pre-event inspections,
on the morning of Saturday, May 21. Contact Fred Bell to get
on the list.]

The Classifieds...
FOR SALE BY OWNER Mark Dagitz, iad507@mchsi.com
-Miscellaneous E34 parts, including new battery cover, new
LR door check, new K& N air filter, assorted new body
molding grommets, used all-weather floor mats, used cup
holder, Bentley manual and a few other things. Please e-mail
for details and part numbers.
-4 Blizzak WS-15 snow tires 205/65R15 on E34 "bottle-cap"
alloy wheels, tires have 6/32(+) of tread. $150 OBO.
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Play Ball!! by David Trachtenberg
Get your tickets soon for the annual BMW Club day at
the ballpark.
The game this year will be on August 7th at 3:05 p.m.
at Principal Park in Des Moines. The Cubs will be
playing the Sacramento River Cats.
We'll have two connected Sky Boxes with both indoor
and outdoor seating.
Tickets are $20 which
include ticket, food and
beverage.
Again this year, we'll be showing cars
in front of the ball-park.
Tickets will be available at
this year's picnic. Don't
delay! We'll be selling
35 tickets and they
sell out quickly.
For more
information,
contact David
Trachtenberg at:
secretary@bmwia.org.
See you at the ball park.
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Welcome New Members
LAST
Summers
Chimenti
Colantoni
Ferreira
Baccam
Heninger
Peters
Greiner
Hammann
Kay
McGee-Kay
Thompson

FIRST
Brian
Dale
William
Colin
Steven
Ralph
Kenneth
Aaron
Carol
Andrew
Sue
Matthew

CITY
Story City
Ames
Moline
Kalona
Waukee
Bettendorf
Newton
Des Moines
Dyersville
Bettendorf
Bettendorf
Decorah

CAR

YEAR

M Roadster

2006

328 Coupe X Drive
335 xi
325 xi
X535D

2009
2007
2005
2011

M3

2006

CAR

YEAR

325 xi

2006

Simpson Motorsports Inc.
Jim Simpson
319-351-1269
3577 Perch Dr. SE
Iowa City, IA 52240

iowaworkcomp
.com
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Kimberly BMW of
Davenport

BMWofDavenport.com
(563) 391-8300

The Ultimate
Driving Machine®

The best selection of pre-owned
BMWs in eastern Iowa!
See for yourself at BMWofDavenport.com

The BMW 3 Series Convertible.

The BMW 5 Series.

The BMW X3 SAV.

Driving a BMW is a lot more
affordable than you think.
Kimberly BMW of Davenport
625 W Kimberly Rd
Davenport, IA 52806-5705
One Block West of Northpark Mall
(563) 391-8300
BMWofDavenport.com

IOWA CHAPTER BMW CCA
PO BOX 42113
URBANDALE, IA 50323
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