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July 2011
July 11
BMW Informal Social
at 6:30 p.m.
Sonic, 5550 Merle May Rd,
Johnston

July 16
Annual Picnic
at 11:00 a.m.
Shelter #4 at Easter Lake,
Des Moines

August 2011
August 7
I-Cubs Game
At Noon
Principal Park, Des Moines

August 9
BMW Informal Social
at 6:30 p.m.
Granite City
12801 University Ave., Clive

Calendar of Events:
July 2011 - August 2011
Events, club activities, and all happenings BMW

Change of Address Information
Please send your requests for address changes
directly to the National Office at the address below.
The local chapters have to receive this information
from them and cannot change this information
themselves. Please send a note with your proper
information to the National office at:

Roundel, BMW CCA, Inc.
Address Changes
640 South Main Street, Suite 210
Greenville, SC 29601

Or email to: BMWCClub@aol.com (yes, 2”C’s)
Or on the website: BMWCCA.org

!
The Iowa Chapter is looking for a few good
members to host events including the 2012
Annual Dinner!  If you ever wondered how
Chapter events are run or had ideas on
how to make an event better this is your
opportunity to participate!  Contact 
Alison Bell for more information at
alisonbell@bmwia.org.
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Thanks to the sponsors of this years event

ULTIMATE PEDALS

Vinton-Urbana Veterinary Hospital

BMW of Des Moines

Don't miss the annual club picnic coming up in July 16 at 
11 a.m. in Shelter 4 at Easter Lake in Des Moines.

We are very lucky once again to have Don VanLengen as
head chef for the event.  If you've been to any of our past
picnics, you know what a treat it is to have Don cooking for
the club. This year, Don has put a themed event together and
we will all get to participate. The picnic will be a pot luck
where Don cooks the main dish and the rest of us will bring
side dishes. The theme will be foods from Morocco.  Don has
asked that some of you bring side dishes that go along with
this year's theme. It is not a requirement that your side dish
be Moroccan, but we know some of you will love the
challenge.

Visit www.thegutsygourmet.net or www.food.com to check
out some of the dishes to try making. Side dish options are
Tunisian Coucous, Babakanoosh, Carrot Salad, Carrot Soup
hot or cool and Morroccan Fruit salad. Dessert options
include Egyptian Palace Bread, Egyptian Torte, Sweet
Couscous or Baklava. Guests can also bring extras like
Yogurt Sauce, any type of flat bread or pita bread, BBQ
Sauce and Buns.

So get the family 
together, shine up 
the car and get
cooking.

See you in
July!

Annual Club Picnic
July 16, 2011
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President’s Column by David Brighton

Not a “car guy” or “car gal”? Do you
belong to this club, but are not sure
why? Do you think the Iowa BMW
CCA is all about going to the track?
Wrong!! The history of this club goes
back 11 years now with it being
formed essentially so that the early
members could attend events that
primarily revolved around car
activities. As our club has evolved
over the years, the activity planners
have determined in order to have a

strong and vibrant club, we must involve a wide range of folks -
including the spouses that are not as interested in cars, and the
primary members who joined just to get the Roundel because they
wanted something interesting to read. 

The club’s Longest Day Driving School has just occurred at Mid-
America Motorplex near Omaha. For those of you that have attended,
you know my spouse Becky gets nervous on parade laps on the track
at 55 mph, but that has not stopped her from attending LDDS each
year as a volunteer to help with many of the responsibilities there. You
know you can always find her under the blue pop-up canopy where

she has a cooler full of soft drinks, cookies, bread, meat and cheese
for sandwiches. She spends her time there in the shade reading
books and ready for conversation to those passing by or to make a
sandwich for anyone that is in need of food. 

July has been the month normally scheduled to attend the annual
picnic. Not usually a car event, there will still be many beautiful cars to
look at and admire, but it is a traditional social event with great food
and conversation. For some of our members, it may be only one or
two events that they attend each year. 

One of our most popular social events has become the Iowa Cubs
baseball game outing and car show. Since this event involves club
members socializing in a Skybox at Principal Park, it has always sold
out. Once again, for those that really want to have something that
involves their car, a limited number of cars can be shown directly
outside the main gates. The reason most people attend is for the
social aspect and visiting with club members during the game. Of
course, for hard core baseball fans, there is also the game to enjoy
from either inside or outside the Skybox. One small change this year
will be the members that will be showing their cars will stay outside
and visit with fans coming to the game that may be interested in
talking about our cars and the reason for our club.

I hope to see you at one of these social events soon.

Getting Hot Inside?
While preparing your BMW for the hot Iowa summer weather, you
might be considering an AFE (advanced FLOW engineering) air
intake. Is it easy enough to install yourself? Would my warranty
still be good if I installed it? How much increase in horse-power
do you get? Which of the two filters is better?

Here is how the experts at bavauto.com answered an inquiring
BMW owner of a 2011 335is:
Vehicle warranties cannot be voided by installing aftermarket
parts. However, if a fault can be specifically proven to be a direct
result of a non-original part installation, that repair can be
considered as non-warranty by the dealer.  This issue is covered
in the Magnuson-Moss Warranty Act.  See AFE’s specific FAQ on
this, below:
Legally, a vehicle manufacturer cannot void the warranty on a
vehicle due to an aftermarket part unless they can prove that the
aftermarket part caused or contributed to the failure in the vehicle
(per the Magnuson-Moss Warranty Act (15 U.S.C. 2302(C)). For
best results, consider working with performance-oriented
dealerships with a proven history of working with customers. If
your vehicle manufacturer fails to honor emission/warranty

claims, contact EPA at (202) 260-2080 or epa.gov . If federal
warranty protection is denied, contact the FTC at (202) 326-3128
or ftc.gov. Also check out this link from SEMA for additional
information on your rights;
www.sema.org/main/semaorghome.aspx?ID=50096 For
additional information on the Magnuson-Moss Act, go to
www.impalaclub.com/naisso/magmoss.htm or
www.ftc.gov/bcp/edu/pubs/business/adv/bus01.shtm.

The main difference between the two AFE cold-air intake kits is
the option of either the standard Pro5R oiled filters or the new
Pro Dry S filters. The Pro Dry S is easier to clean than the oiled
Pro5R filter.  Both filters carry a lifetime (to orignal purchaser)
warranty.  The Pro5R filter offers slightly greater airflow and the
Pro Dry S offers slightly greater filtration. See the FALL 2007
issue of our Fast Times Newsletter for an article on cleaning
the Pro5R. The process is similar for the Pro Dry S, but there is
no oiling after the filter is dry.  Installation is relatively easy and
the instructions, from AFE are typically very good.

The quoted HP gain for this kit is 27hp and 34lbft of torque …
good numbers, according to bavauto.com
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Vintage Torque Fest Visit by Kevin Kraft

It’s a safe bet most of you have never seen anything like Vintage Torque Fest. Oh
sure, you’ve seen hot rods, rat rods, jalopies, customs and choppers. You’ve seen
tattooed men and tattooed ladies, inexplicable piercings and wild hairdos, but my
bet is you’ve never seen all of this at once, in one place and in such wide variety.
The sights and sounds left my head spinning even into the next day.

Oh, and did I mention this was a family event, complete with kids’ activities, food,
beverages, 11 bands and priceless vehicles of all types doing laps on a dirt track,
gunning it for show through two slick mud patches? The cost was just $5, and all
proceeds go to a charitable trust that funds heart surgery for kids. That’s cheap,
feel-good fun!

The QC subchapter of the Iowa BMW club hosted an easy drive on April 30 as we
caravanned 45 miles from Davenport to the Jackson County Fairgrounds in
Maquoketa for Torque Fest II. This subculture of exceedingly friendly gear buffs
provided a full day of interest and fun, not to mention some of the sharpest,
strangest and most creative vehicles you could ever imagine. We could not have
been more warmly welcomed, including VIP parking. Further, I think we were all
surprised by just how much fun we had. Of course, grilled pork chops and finding
steel cutouts of the BMW logo amidst all the muscle car merchandise also added
to the day (see photo). 

This is sure to become an annual drive for the QC group. Participants for the
inaugural QC caravan were Chapter President Dave Brighton, Kolin Brighton and
Nicole Stovie, Mike Meyers, Chris Kjellmark, John and Sherry Campbell, Denny
Rose and his grandson and son-in-law, Gaylen and Pat Fischer, and I. Thanks to
all who took time to make this a special day.

Photos by Kolin and Nicole Brighton.
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Member Spotlight
Denny and Cindy Dolmage of Waukee, IA and Bonita Springs, FL

BMWs owned: 

1998 M Roadster and 1995 M3 coupe

What made you decide to purchase your first BMW?
(Told from Denny’s perspective)

It was a rare warm beautiful day in February and I had some
vacation time to burn, so I took off. To be exact, as Denny
likes to be, it was Feb 9, 1998 and already 70 degrees at
noon. As I drove home; being in no hurry, I happened by
Dave Ostrem Imports and stopped to look around. And so it
began. The excellent salesman there told me about a new
sports car coming. All he had was a small picture and a great
story. He told me the dealership was allotted three cars in the
very first shipment and they already had two deposits. He
was unclear about the exact date for delivery, the exact color
or what if any options would be available, but he was very
clear that a small deposit of only $500 would put my name
on that car! So after two hours at the dealership I left my
$500 and headed home trying to come up with a way to tell
Cindy that yes we HAD to have this car, and no I was not
going to sell my 64 ½ Mustang or my 1995
Mazda Miata or my Lincoln Towncar or my F150
truck. The decision was I did not have to tell her
yet; the car was not coming for months.

And then in April the salesman calls telling me I
needed to decide the color of car, color of the
interior and top. The only option available to
choose was yes or no on the six disc CD player.
Yes, it does have a six disc CD player in it! As I
had still not told Cindy about the car I decided
my best hope was to have her pick the colors -
after an animated discussion which included me
promising to use it as my daily driver if I could
also get the hard top for winter. (Bet you would
never have thought of that) The Estero Blue was
an easy choice, but what about the top? Dark
blue or black. The kids and Cindy really liked the
black top and I preferred blue. But I was getting
the car so I agreed to the black top. 

Then finally after several missed delivery dates the car
arrived on July 22. Only one problem; the top was blue
instead of black. They did offer to refund my deposit, but that
just happened to be the color I wanted. (Hey, it’s my story
and I am sticking to it) And I actually got to see them unload
it from the covered transporter. 

To date it has only 45,000 miles on it, and I love every minute
I drive it, but never in the winter. 

What is your favorite BMW Club event and why?

We love the Fall Color tour as we have a tree Farm and really
enjoy the scenery. And we also love the Photo Rally as it has
just enough competition to be fun. Nothing is sweeter than
beating Bells, which I think we only did once while still talking
to each other in normal voices (not yelling).

Do you have a dream car?

Too many to list, but some we already have like the Rangoon
Red 64 1/2 Mustang, 2003 Corvette Convertible, 1998 M
Roadster and 1995 M3 coupe.
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Bad Weather Doesn’t Stop Karting by Mike Myers

On Sunday, May 22, about a dozen chapter and associated
family members braved the threatening weather forecast and
met at the Decker House Hotel in Maquoketa for brunch. The
hotel provided a very tasty and ample spread.

Once our bellies were full, we departed for the track at 61
Kartway, about nine miles south of Maquoketa near Delmar,
where we met a few additional chapter members.

After a short briefing and walking tour of the track, we split
into three run groups for the rental karts. There were also
some ringers among us that brought their own karts,
including a wickedly fast shifter kart.

Once all three rental run groups finished their first session on
the track, everyone’s best lap times were reviewed, and used
to distribute door prizes.

Once everyone’s competitive fires were stoked, we returned
to the track, with lap times improving through the afternoon.

The track facility and staff was very welcoming and
appreciative of the chapter’s attendance and would be glad
to have us again.

Check out additional photos from the event in the chapter
www.bmwia.org.

Photos by Mike Myers and Denny Rose.
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It was a blistery wind blowing the morning of the April Photo
rally. As this was not a timed event, folks showed up at their
convenience between 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. at Grays Lake. It
was a handy place to start the journey of the day. After
signing the waivers, everyone was given a packet with
instructions to read ALL the documentation before heading
out. The packet had a sheet that had a list of 25 driving
instructions with a list of names of the photos. This had to be
turned in at the end as the score sheet. A separate sheet
had all the photos of items to spy along the route. There was
also an emergency envelope with a map of the route if one
became totally lost.

The scoring was pretty straight forward with each photo
counting as 25 points if we got the mileage exactly right. One
lost a point for every tenth of a mile that they were off. So
one could be up to 2 and half miles off either early or late
and still get points. There were also several bonus items for
those paying attention.

April Photo Rally by Jeff Daly

The ride took us down through Cumming, across through
Winterset with a loop back via St. Charles, Martindale and
part of Indianola. While the number of entrants were lower
this year with only 8 cars, the challenge of the event was up
to par as this year a few got lost and resorted to using the
map (Gasp… A 100 point penalty).

This year we had enough prizes that everyone came home
with something. Top Kudos go to the Dolmage’s for the high
score of 882 out of a possible 1175. Nick and Ruth Feigen
from Ames came in second with 848, while Fred and Alison
Bell took third with 815. I am told that a good time was had
by all and that the married couples are still married. Good job
everyone! I hope to see you all at next year’s Rally. It will be
different for sure…

Photos by David Trachtenberg.
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Longest Day Driving School 2011 – Come Hell or High Water
(and luckily, neither one did!) by Fred Bell

Preparations for this year’s driving school at MidAmerica
Motorplex involved a quite unusual factor. The track is only
about a mile and a half from the Missouri River, and current
record-high water flows from Montana and the Dakotas could
wipe out the track at any time. Levees in the area are in
danger as I write this in mid-June, and the river is still rising.
The final chapter for the residents and businesses all along
the Iowa side of the Missouri has yet to come, but for a few
it’s already critical and for many others it’s prepare, wait, and
hope time.

In the midst of all that, we had a driving school scheduled.
We talked to track management at length, consulted with
local authorities and the Corps of Engineers, and elected to
go ahead. Some of our members in northwest Iowa and
South Dakota had to do a bit of a detour around a flooded
section of I-29, but all were able to get there OK. And what
an event it was! After a couple hours of downpour on Friday
afternoon, the weather gods smiled upon us for the rest of
the weekend festivities. The track’s management and corner

workers were great, the track itself was in good shape, and
all had a wonderful time. It was quite surreal to look at the
blue sky, feel temps in the 70s (LDDS veterans know that
combination doesn’t seem to happen often for us!) – and
realize that a short distance away was a major civil disaster
just waiting for a weak spot in the levee to happen and water
to start creeping across the farm fields toward us.

LDDS always takes a group of dedicated volunteers to make
it happen, giving us a hard-earned reputation in this area of
the country for the best organized, educational, and fun
driving school. To name just a few of the most significant
contributors – Jeff Daly helped on the event committee, did
the financial side, and generally assisted wherever needed.
Scott Smed as our new Chief Instructor worked very late
hours getting all the educational side prepared - and then did
a fantastic job of dealing with the many little brushfires that
happen when someone doesn’t turn up or a last-minute
entrant needs to be slotted into the big picture. Rick and
Kathy Talbot, new on the grid team for us but old hands with
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SCCA race weekend grid work, had the grid procedures
down to a T like we’ve never seen it. And Don Van Lengen’s
incomparable Saturday night feast, with the able assistance
of wife Stacy, was as always the hit of the event. Sheridan
White ran the Friday reception, taught in the
intermediate/advanced classroom, plus did the Saturday
evening track walk/ride commentary along with Chet Dawes.
Brian Smith did the novice classroom yet again for us.
Numerous others helped out with building participant
packets, pre-event registration, check-in, clean-tech, parade
laps, those who toted club tools and equipment to MAM and
more. Many thanks to all who helped out! And finally, a word

for our sponsors: BMW of Des Moines as the prime event
sponsor, joined this year by Dent Eliminators and by Cottman
Transmission and Repair in Des Moines. Their support really
helps us in adding the extra features to the event.

It really only felt like hell in the event preparation stage when
four days before the event we still didn’t know if we were
going to be able to put it on. And the high waters didn’t arrive.
So it may not be heaven, but it’s Iowa and it was our driving
school – and it felt pretty close as we experienced a
weekend to remember!

Photos by Candy Gerber.
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Play Ball!!
Get your tickets soon for the annual BMW Club day
at the ballpark.

The game this year will be on August 7th at 3:05
p.m. at Principal Park in Des Moines. The Cubs will
be playing the Sacramento River Cats.

We'll have two connected Sky Boxes with both
indoor and outdoor seating.

Tickets are $20, which include ticket, food and
beverage.

Again this year, we'll be showing cars in front of the
ball-park.

Tickets will be available 
at this year's picnic. 
Don't delay! We'll be 
selling 35 tickets and 
they sell out quickly.

For more information, 
contact David 
Trachtenberg at: 
secretary@bmwia.org.

See you at the 
ball park.
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iowaworkcomp
.com

Simpson Motorsports Inc.
Jim Simpson

319-351-1269

3577 Perch Dr. SE
Iowa City, IA 52240

Welcome New Members
LAST FIRST CITY CAR YEAR CAR YEAR
Broshar Michael Waterloo 328xi Sportwagon 2011 Z3 2.5 2000
Flaherty David Cedar Falls
Puliafico Anthony Cedar Rapids
McCunn Alan Ames 535i xDrive 2010
Brenner David Ames
Veatch Ryan Iowa City X5 2012
Bryan Jason West Des Moines 335I 2008
Arnold Ed Urbandale 2002 1972
Johnson W Bruce Cedar Rapids M3 2011
Hudepohl Rodney Marion



Kimberly BMW of Davenport
625 W Kimberly Rd

Davenport, IA 52806-5705
One Block West of Northpark Mall

(563) 391-8300
BMWofDavenport.com

The BMW 3 Series Convertible. 

The BMW 5 Series.

The BMW X3 SAV.

Driving a BMW is a lot more 
affordable than you think.

The best selection of pre-owned 
BMWs in eastern Iowa!

See for yourself at BMWofDavenport.com

The Ultimate
Driving Machine®

Kimberly BMW of
Davenport

BMWofDavenport.com
(563) 391-8300
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