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Events, club activities, and all happenings BMW

NEWSWERKS is published for the Iowa Chapter of BMW Car
Club of America.

January 2012

March 2012

January 10
Informal Social
at 6:30 p.m.
Appare
3769 86th St., Urbandale
January 22
Iowa Energy Game
at 5:00 p.m.
Wells Fargo Arena
Des Moines

March 12
Informal Social
at 6:00 p.m.
Rube’s Steaks
Meet at BMW of Des Moines
dealership for a caravan to
the restaurant in Waukee. (If
you can’t make the caravan,
meet at 7:00 p.m. at Rube’s
Steaks, 3309 Ute Ave.,
Waukee).
March 24
Spring Drive
Details TBA in March issue
of Newswerks.

February 2012
February 13
Informal Social
at 6:30 p.m.
Jethro’s Jambalaya
9350 University Ave.
West Des Moines
February 18
Annual Dinner
at 6:30 p.m.
European Motor Cars of
Des Moines
9999 Hickman Road,
Urbandale

Follow us on
Facebook and look
for details on
upcoming events in
email blasts.

Change of Address Information
Please send your requests for address changes
directly to the National Office at the address below. The
local chapters have to receive this information from
them and cannot change this information themselves.
Please send a note with your proper information to the
National office at:
Roundel, BMW CCA, Inc.
Address Changes
640 South Main Street, Suite 210
Greenville, SC 29601
Or email to: BMWCClub@aol.com (yes, 2”C’s)
Or on the website: BMWCCA.org
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To join the BMW CCA or renew membership or change your
address – www.bmwcca.org
NEWSWERKS is a publication of the Iowa Chapter BMW CCA
and is no way associated with BMW AG.The contents featured
herein shall remain the property of the chapter. This publication
is mailed to chapter members in good standing six times per
year. The ideas, suggestions and opinions expressed in this
publication are solely those of the chapter and/or its members.
Please submit material suitable for publication to:
Nicole Jobst at: newsletter@bmwia.org or
nicole.jobst@gmail.com
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The "Three Little Pigs" and Your Blower Motor Resistor/Regulator;
Final Stage Unit By Chris Kjellmark
Do you own an e46 that sounds like a reenactment of the
“Three Little Pigs” when you first start the climate control?
It huffs and puffs and tries to blow that little piggy’s house
down. Well this is your final stage of the blower motor
resistor/regulator going bad on you.
This sound is usually the worst when you first start
driving. The regulator is located on the passenger side of
the consol to the left of the glove box. There are some
really great DIY’s on the internet for this repair. One
google search for "e46 Blower Motor Resistor/Regulator
DIY" will bring up several with step-by-step instructions.
You can find the part numbers for your particular vehicle
at www.realoem.com with the last 7-digits of your car’s
VIN number. I have found that the prices listed on
realoem are pretty reasonable. However, if you buy from
your local BMW dealership, you also get to use your
membership discount. This is just one more reason to
have a membership, especially if you are a DIYer.

In the picture, the original part is the taller one on the right
and the redesigned replacement is the short one on the
left. The redesign part appears to be manufactured too,
but is more sensitive with significantly more rods on the
body. This is a repair that can be done with a few simple
tools and one of the DIY’s from the web and a Bentley
manual for good measure.

Thanks to the sponsors of this years event

ULTIMATE PEDALS
Vinton-Urbana Veterinary Hospital

BMW of Des Moines
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President’s Corner by David Brighton
In every special interest club,
there are always the 10%ers.
That is, in any organization that
exists because of the single
common interest in something,
only about 10% of its members
are actually active in its clubs
activities. This is also true of our
club. With more than 500
members of the Iowa BMW CCA,
only about 50-60 are regular
attendees of our planned events and activities. Some
members only attend one event a year. Why is that? We have
just concluded our Annual Planning Meeting and had several
members attend that had not attended any event before.
These first timers gave us some input for our activity
calendar for next year. So, what is holding you back?

In the fall of 2010, we had two brand new members attend
Oktoberfest at Road America in Wisconsin as their first club
event. They had a splendid time attending the many activities
provided at O’fest, and since then, they have also attended
the 2011 Fall Colors Drive and had the same wonderful time.
So, what is holding the other 90% back? We have attempted
to publicize our events via our newsletter Newswerks, via our
Facebook and Twitter accounts and also through our email
announcements. So, what is holding you back?

When I was a new club member about 10 years ago, I was
initially slow about attending my first event because I would
not know anybody. But the members at my first event greeted
me and were happy I was there. Therefore, I have been
coming back ever since. So, what is holding you back?

So, what is holding you back?

We are just a little over a month away from our signature
event of the year, our Annual Dinner and Awards Banquet.
For the first time in our history, the banquet will be held at
one of our primary sponsors facilities on the showroom floor
at BMW of Des Moines.
The site of 2012 Oktoberfest has just been announced which
will be at Mid-Ohio Raceway from September 17-22.

If you have some direct insight as to what keeps you away
from events, or what could attract others, let us know. Email
me at president@bmwia.org.

2012 IOWA CHAPTER BMW CCA BALLOT
All members and associate members, in good standing, may cast a ballot.
These board members are running unopposed. Please fill out the ballot and return to the club address below.

Mail your completed ballot to Iowa Chapter BMW CCA, PO Box 42113, Urbandale, IA 50323
2012 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
[ ] President: David Brighton, Ft. Dodge
[ ] Vice President: Jeff Daly, Clive
[ ] Treasurer: Ryan Smith, Grimes
[ ] Secretary: David Trachtenberg, Des Moines
Directors-at-Large
[ ] Steve Beck, Iowa City
[ ] Mike Myers, Vinton
[ ] Chris Kjellmark, Indianola
MEMBER NAME _______________________________________________
MEMBERSHIP # _______________________________________________
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Planning Meeting Wrap-up
by Alison Bell
A big thank you to all the members who came out to our
second annual planning meeting! A group of about 20
members met on Nov. 20 at Sam & Louie's New York Pizza in
Urbandale for a pizza and brainstorming session.
We came up with a TON of great ideas for the 2012 calendar,
and maybe some that we can use in future years. Some of
these ideas included doing a progressive garage tour, and
sampling hors d'oervres along the way, a ladies' night tech
session, or how to take great automotive pictures.
We also discussed partnering with other car clubs and
advertising their events on our website and vice versa. There
are a lot of other great car clubs in the area, and maybe we
could recruit some of their members to be a part of our
group!
We discussed changing the format of the annual photo rally
to make it more of a scavenger hunt or trap rally, as well as
doing more driving-oriented events. Several suggested doing
a Sunday drive to a wine tasting at one of the many Iowa
wineries, or perhaps a drive to our monthly social dinner. All
that attended the Vintage Torquefest and karting events in
Maquoketa agreed that they were good events to add
to the 2012 calendar.

June: 8th-10th, Longest Day Driving School, Mid America
Motorplex, Pacific Junction, IA; Possibly help with traffic at
Iowa Speedway
July: Annual picnic, maybe near Des Moines; tech session at
Jon Volz' shop
August: I-Cubs game; possible multi-chapter driving school
at Heartland Park Topeka
September: Sunbelt/KC chapter driving school at Hallett
Fri. 7th-Sun 9th; Salisbury House Concours d'Elegance
Sat. 8th and Sun. 9th; Oktoberfest, Mid-Ohio Sports Car
Course Monday 17th-Sunday 23rd
October: Sun. 7th European Car Show at J&J in Cedar
Rapids; Fall Color Tour, date & location TBA
November: Annual Planning Meeting
December: Chili/video game session
Again, thanks to all who participated, and we hope to see
everyone at an event or two in 2012! If you couldn’t make it
out to the meeting, but have ideas, email Social Events
Coordinator Alison Bell at alison.bell@bmwia.org.

At the end of the lunch, we started to firm up our
2012 calendar. Here's how things shook out:
January: Social at an Iowa Energy or Des
Moines Bucaneers game
February: Annual Dinner & Awards Banquet at
BMW of Des Moines, Feb. 18, 6:30 p.m.
March: Spring drive to Blakesburg Antique
Airplane Museum, starting in Pella, March 25.
April: 14th -- Tech Session at J&J in
Cedar Rapids; Photo Rally in Des Moines,
Sat. 28th
May: Sunday 20th, karting in Maquoketa,
Vintage Torquefest 4th & 5th

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2012
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2012 Annual Meeting
and Awards Banquet
Reservation Form
February 18, 2012 at

BMW of Des Moines

Mail reservation to:
Iowa Chapter, BMW CCA
PO Box 42113
Urbandale, IA 50323
Pay for your reservations through
Paypal at the club website here:
www.bmwia.org/what-is-new/2012-annual-dinner/
or mail in your check to the address above

Reservations are due February 8
Total number of reservations at $35 ______
Name ________________________________

Reserve Your Seats at the
Annual Dinner
by Alison Bell
Mark your calendars, the 2012 Annual Dinner date
has been set! BMW of Des Moines will be graciously
hosting our annual dinner and awards banquet on
the BMW showfloor Saturday, Feb. 18 at 6:30 p.m.
Tim O'Brien, Area Manager Market 47 from BMW of
North America will be our guest speaker and he may
have some inside details on the new 3-series due out
around that time, as well as 2 and 4-series!
Cocktail hour will be at 6:30 p.m. will consist of a
wine tasting hosted by Jasper Winery with dinner
and awards to follow at 7 p.m. Admission is $35 and
will include one drink ticket. An additional ticket will
be provided if you bring your reminder card with you,
which you should have received in the mail by now.
Registrations must be accepted by Feb. 8.
For those coming from outside Des Moines, a room
block has been set up at the Comfort Suites,11167
Hickman Road, Urbandale, IA 50322 (next to Iowa
Machine Shed). For a special rate of $99. The block
expires on Jan. 18. Call 515-276-1126 to reserve
your room. Ask for the Iowa Chapter BMW Club
block.
Check out our website periodically for more details.

Membership #__________________________
Name ________________________________
Membership #__________________________
Name ________________________________
Membership #__________________________
Name ________________________________
Membership #__________________________
Enclosed is my check for $ ______________
Please specify dietary needs: ____________

6

NEWSWERKS

Welcome New Members
LAST
Froehler
Buising
Fisher
Fisher
Olson
Kratochvil
Lawson
Eldadah
Aldurrah

FIRST
Michael
Robert
Ken
Tina
Tom
Keith
Jesse
Mustafa
Rana

CITY
Coralville
Johnston
Des Moines
Des Moines
Bettendorf
Urbandale
Sabula
Clive
Clive
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Member Spotlight - Ed and Cecilia (Cece) Arnold
Hometown:
Denison, Iowa
BMWs owned:
1971 2002 (1976-1979), 1975 2002 (1979-1983), 1983 733i
(1990-1994)
Currently owned?
Non-running 1972 2002 with Nissan 3.0 Turbo motor and 5
speed transmission, with spare Nissan Motor and
Transmission; also have original BMW motor and 4 speed
manual transmission. Recently acquired a running 1971
2002.
What made you decide to purchase your first BMW?
We purchased our first BMW because Ed needed a car to
drive to work and wanted something unique and sporty. A
friend’s brother had introduced Ed to a BMW 1600, which the
brother provided a few exhilarating drives around Iowa City.
The 71 2002 was a nice little car to drive, but with 120,000
miles, blue smoke and rust it, was time to trade. We then
bought the 75 2002 from Otto Buwalda Imports in Ames. It
was a beautiful orange, that I soon would turn into Hawkeye
Old Gold and Black (one of the bigger mistakes in my life).
When the jacking points rusted through, we temporarily got
out of the BMW business. A few years later Ed came across
a 733i with only 73,000 miles. Although not quick off
the line, it was a real cruiser. From 70 to 90 mph, it
was relatively quick.

One Christmas we had driven to San Antonio in the 733i. On
the return trip, we encountered rain, then ice, then snow
somewhere near Dallas. We drove the next 350 miles in the
worst of driving conditions. I was so impressed with the
handling and traction of this heavy rear wheel drive car as
we passed at 35 MPH four wheel drive SUV’s and other
vehicles that had found the median or ditches. Even when we
exited the car after a 19 hour drive, it just didn’t seem that
bad. In retrospect, I suspect it was because that car was so
stable and comfortable.
What is your favorite BMW Club event and why?
At this point, we would agree that the fall drive to Hannibal
was our favorite event; mostly because of the social
interaction and driving. We also enjoy the monthly socials.
Do you have a dream car?
1971 2002 all painted with a updated 1989-90 318i engine
and 5 speed manual tranny, with some updated suspension,
brakes, and electronic upgrades. I intend to have this car be
my daily driver. Another story: last month as we were driving
it to Urbandale from Marshalltown (where I had just bought
it), I stopped for a short break at the Caseys in Bondurant. As
I got out of the car, a young girl about 14 commented, “What
a neat car!” That made my day and completely erased any
thoughts of buyer’s remorse.

Do you have any BMW stories or memories?
We drove the 75 2002 to French Lick Indiana one
summer, with our eight year old daughter Ellen, safely
buckled in the back seat. French Lick, the birthplace
of Larry Bird, is a relatively rural area with seemingly
unending two lane blacktop roads with little or no
traffic and many 15-25 MPH curves. As Ed was
running through the gears and using his best heal/toe
downshifting technique, our daughter was enjoying
leaning first left, then right. When Ed slowed down,
Ellen suddenly piped up “Faster Dad, I can take it.” A
sports car fanatic in the making!
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2011 Fall Color Tour Recap
by Dana Schrader
Because BMW CCA Oktoberfest
was in October this year, we tried
to schedule the Iowa Chapter Fall
Color Tour later in the month,
October 22-23. To try and still have
color involved, we took the party
south to Hannibal, Missouri.
The weather cooperated with us
and we woke Saturday to a sunny
day. For those in the Des Moines
area, the tour started with
breakfast at the 5 and Diner in
Pleasant Hill at an early 7:30 a.m.
We departed for Mt. Pleasant
about 9:30 a.m. with 13 cars. We
met six additional cars from
eastern Iowa on our arrival in Mt.
Pleasant. We enjoyed lunch at a
local bar and grill called Press Box
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Grill and Bar. This gave everyone a
nice opportunity to meet and visit
with the rest of the participants
before heading to our final
destination - Hannibal.
We arrived in Hannibal around
2:30 p.m., checked in to the host
hotel - Best Western on the River
near downtown Hannibal - and
spent the rest of the afternoon
sightseeing around the downtown
area. At 6 p.m. we met at the Mark
Twain Riverboat for an evening
dinner cruise. The cruise was
enjoyable although the early
sunset prevented seeing much of
the local scenery from the boat
after dinner.

On Sunday, some early showers
attempted to dampen our day but
the weather once again
cooperated and dried much of it off
as a group of nine cars met and
drove a scenic loop south of
Hannibal. We stopped at a few
scenic overlooks along the way
and everyone was able to get
some photos of cars, scenery and
old and new friends. A few hung
around for lunch at a local café and
then everyone was on their own for
the trip home.
Thanks to everyone that
participated and made it such an
enjoyable weekend.
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Oktoberfest 2011 - A Trip to the Barber Does Not Mean a Clip Joint!
by Fred Bell
Oktoberfest this year was in Birmingham, AL. Unless you’re a
loyal son or daughter of Dixie, that may not sound like a
wonderful spot to host our national club’s annual gathering of
the faithful. But those who missed the festivities this year
missed a great setting and event.
I had never been through that section of Alabama before,
and I was pleasantly surprised by the hills and curvy roads,
along with constabulary and local populace that didn’t seem
to take speed limit signs very seriously. So we had some
great driving for the fun rally and the time-speed-distance
rally, and pleasant drives out to the track at Barber
Motorsports Park from the Ross Bridge Renaissance host
hotel. This resort hotel is tucked back into a wooded nook not
far from the city, and is a beautiful interpretation of an old
Scottish baronial manse. Attendees who did not get wrapped
up in the driving events could instead enjoy the spa at the
resort or try their hand on the stunning golf course that was
right outside our windows.
Barber? What to say about Barber? This place has to be the
fanciest track I’ve ever seen. Beautiful landscaping
around the track itself in addition to
the grounds. Sculptures

Stacy and Don VanLengen, plus (partially hidden)
Russ and Cindy Wiles doing final touches
on Russ’ car for the Concours
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within the track confines - picture booming at triple digits
downhill into a hairpin turn, and looking up from the sand
trap at a huge spider right in front of you! A world-class
museum of motorcycles and race cars. All of the facility was
extremely well taken care of, and the Heart of Dixie Chapter
folks ran a great driving school for us. One of the O’fest
evening receptions was held inside the Barber museum. The
security staff must have been having heart attacks watching
us wander about their unprotected displays of up to hundredyear-old conveyances with our food plates and libations in
hand – but they allowed us free rein anyway. I haven’t seen
so many motorcycles since accidentally wandering into the
Harley Davidson Sturgis rally some years ago on a Black
Hills trip, and they weren’t taking nearly the trouble to display
those nicely.

O’fest logo projected on Ross
Bridge Resort lobby floor at arrival

IOWA CHAPTER BMW CCA

Sightseeing when we travel is a must. For Birmingham, with
its notorious legacy of civil rights conflicts, there is the Civil
Rights Institute and museum. I think almost all of our Iowa
Chapter contingent went there at some point during the
week, and all came away both more educated and
impressed by the depth of the struggles and the eventual
resolution. Our family also hit a number of stops to and from
O’fest: Memphis with its river-oriented culture, blues and
BBQ; Tupelo MS for a surprising antique car collection;
Vicksburg’s Civil War battlefield sites and tours; and the
Great River Road through numerous quaint small towns in
Missouri, Illinois and points south. Altogether, a great trip for
both car and tourist stuff – not to mention the occasional
pause for local or unique food. (Just ask Scott and Joyce or
the VanLengens about traveling on one’s stomach…)
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And now it’s time to start getting ready for next year!
Oktoberfest 2012 has been announced for Sept. 17-23 at
MidOhio Sports Car Course, a little north of Columbus (OH,
naturally). The host hotel has not been finalized as of this
writing, but stay tuned on the national club website,
www.bmwcca.org. Mid-Ohio has a reputation for being a fun
and challenging course, and the area should provide lots of
touring and sightseeing activities. See you there!
TSD Rally. Alison and Fred Bell.
“We turn where?”

Stacy relaxing at the track
between driving school sessions.

Packing for O’fest

An exhibit at the
Barber Motorcycle Museum
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Tech Session
On Dec. 3 the club held a combination Chili cook-off and
video game tech session at the Grimes Community
Complex. There was quite the setup for video gaming – 3
Xbox360s, 1 Wii, 1 Playstation 2, 3 flat-panel TVs and a
video projector, oh my!
The Grimes Community Complex made for a great venue
for fitting all of this in to. Station 1 consisted of two
Xbox360s networked together playing Project Gotham
Racing 4. There, up to 4 people could race head-to-head
on anything from a DeLorean, to a BMW motorcycle, to a
McLaren F1. The physics were not real, but the fun was!
Our most realistic experience was at station 2. A
Playstation 2 was set up with Gran Turismo 4. Here, 2
players could go head-to-head racing in a very rich gaming
environment, complete with a physical steering wheel and
pedals. The BMW 2002tii was, of course, a popular choice
for car. Station 3 had a Wii, where up to 4 people could
play Mario Kart. Here the popular choice was the red
shell. Take that Bowser, yah! Finally, at station 4, we had
another Xbox360 playing Forza 4, projected on to an 8 foot
wall. At this station, players could experience some of the
most competitively raced tracks in the world, from Road
America in Wisconsin, to the Nürburgring in Germany, all
from the comfort of a couch on a rainy Saturday in Grimes,
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Iowa. There was usually someone in the room who had
been to the track being raced, and hearing stories from
them was an exciting addition to the experience.
Thanks to everyone for coming, and don’t forget the chili!
Multiple pots were simmering all day, and made for a great
tasting break from the fun. A special thanks to those who
brought in their recipes. I enjoyed them all greatly.

Join Us for an Iowa Energy Game!
by Nicole Jobst
Warm up with us this January with sideline seats to the local
NBA Development league team - Iowa Energy.
For just $10, the club is providing you $20 seats for the
Sunday, Jan. 22 game against the Springfield Armor. The
game starts at 5 p.m. at Wells Fargo Arena, 730 3rd St. in
Des Moines.
After the game, members will walk to AllPlay restaurant, 615
3rd St., just south of the arena for a social dinner.
Please RSVP before January 15 by paying for your tickets in
advance. To reserve your seats, submit your $10 payment
either through Paypal on the club’s website, or by sending a
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check to our mailbox, Iowa
Chapter BMW CCA, PO Box
42113, Urbandale, IA 50323.
We’d love to see you there
to cheer on the Iowa
Energy! Please email
newsletter@bmwia.org
if you have any
questions.

IOWA CHAPTER BMW CCA
PO BOX 42113
URBANDALE, IA 50323

Simpson Motorsports Inc.
Jim Simpson
319-351-1269
3577 Perch Dr. SE
Iowa City, IA 52240
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