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Annual Picnic by Alison Bell
Mark your calendars! Our tradition of picnicking in the warm
days of Iowa summer shall continue. The 2012 picnic will be
held on Saturday, July 28, at Raccoon River Park in West
Des Moines. We will be feasting at the Biddle Rotary Shelter
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Our famous barbecue chef Don Van
Lengen will be providing the meat, and all you have to do is
bring a side. Last year’s Moroccan theme went so well that
we decided on an Indian theme for this year’s offerings. If
you’re looking for ideas on what to bring, check out
Indianfoodreceipes.net or Indianfoodforever.com.
You can also bring something more traditional if that is more
your style. You can bet that even though it doesn’t fit with
Indian culture, there will probably be tons of Don’s fantastic
beef brisket to eat! Sodas will also be provided, and you may
bring your own beer as long as it comes in a can.
To get to Raccoon River Park, take I-35 to the Grand Ave.
East exit and go east. About 2 miles from the interstate will
be signs for Raccoon River Park. The shelter is located near
the playground and the Nature Lodge. So shine up those
BMWs and start testing your receipes, we look forward to
seeing you there!
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Events, club activities, and all happenings BMW

NEWSWERKS is published for the Iowa Chapter of BMW Car
Club of America.

July 2012

September 2012

July 10
Informal Social
6:00 p.m.
Mullets, 1300 Southeast
1st Street, Des Moines

September 8
Informal Social
8:00 a.m.
Starbucks, 3830 Merle Hay
Road, Des Moines

July 28
Annual Picnic
11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Raccoon River Park,
Biddle Rotary Shelter,
2500 Grand Ave., West
Des Moines

September 8-9
Salisbury House Concours
4025 Tonawanda Drive,
Des Moines

August 2012

September 30
Street Survival
SE Polk High School
More information in next
Newswerks.

August 13
Informal Social
6:00 p.m.
Sonic, 5350 Merle Hay
Road, Johnston
August 19
Iowa Cubs Game
1:05 p.m.
Principal Park, 350 SW First
St., Des Moines

September 17-23
O’fest
Columbus, Ohio

Follow us on Facebook
and look for details on
upcoming events in
email blasts.

Change of Address Information
Please send your requests for address changes directly to
the National Office at the address below. The local
chapters have to receive this information from them and
cannot change this information themselves. Please send a
note with your proper information to the National office at:
Roundel, BMW CCA, Inc.
Address Changes
640 South Main Street, Suite 210
Greenville, SC 29601
Or email to: BMWCClub@aol.com (yes, 2”C’s)
Or on the website: BMWCCA.org
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NEWSWERKS is a publication of the Iowa Chapter BMW CCA
and is no way associated with BMW AG.The contents featured
herein shall remain the property of the chapter. This publication
is mailed to chapter members in good standing six times per
year. The ideas, suggestions and opinions expressed in this
publication are solely those of the chapter and/or its members.
Please submit material suitable for publication to:
Nicole Smith at: newsletter@bmwia.org or
nicole.jobst@gmail.com
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President’s Corner by David Brighton
Although I have owned 6 different BMW’s in
the last 15 years, I have only purchased one
new car during that time, a black 2001 330ci.
It was the first 330ci delivered at Dave
Ostrem BMW in November of 2000. During
that time, I owned a business and did not
have the time to do a European Delivery, but
I am certainly looking forward to doing one
in the next 2-3 years. I have also just
completed my 7th Longest Day Driving
School and will be attending my 6th
Oktoberfest at Mid-Ohio this fall. Although
these are just a few of my past BMW CCA
experiences, there are many more things I
would like to do. I would like to have the
time to attend six or seven driving schools
each summer. I am anxious to get the M52
engine with M3 cams from my silver 328i
transplanted into my 1989 325is to give me
a needed horsepower boost on the track. I
would like to attend more professional races

in which BMW’s are running, such as the
Rolex and Continental Tire series. I still
have so many things on my “list” that I want
to accomplish with my BMW family, there is
not space here to list each of them, which
brings me to my point, what is on your
“BMW bucket list?”
Do you want to become more involved in our
club activities? Do you want to do your first
or several driving schools? Do you want to
attend your first or another Oktoberfest? I
am sure many of you have a “BMW bucket
list.” Now that I have listed some of the
things I would still like to accomplish with my
BMW family, why don’t you write to us with
your list. Our readers would like to hear
from you about the inspiring and interesting
things that our members do. Email a board
member with your thoughts, or post it on our
Facebook page!

J&J by Mike Myers
On Saturday April 4, members from the Cedar Rapids area
got together at J & J Motorsports where Jack Kramer hosted
a technical session. Using both Jack’s and the assembled
member’s cars, Jack pointed out issues common to various
models of the marque. Two cracked intake boots were found
during this part of the session—one on Jack’s M3!

Jack then demonstrated his Autologic diagnostic equipment.
It was connected to all of the participant’s vehicles in turn,
with the codes read, decoded and cleared to determine if
any were currently active. As the electronic control modules
in our vehicles become more numerous and sophisticated,
this appears to be a very valuable and indispensable tool for
any independent BMW maintainer.

Thanks to the sponsors of the 2012 Annual Dinner

Merrill Axle and Wheel
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Member Spotlight

Manoj Tomar
Name: Manoj Tomar
Hometown (Where you live now): Urbandale, IA
BMWs owned: 1997 M3 sedan, 2000 323i, 2006 M3 coupe,
my 18-month-old owns a 335ci convertible.
What made you decide to purchase your first BMW? I
used to live across from Zimmerman BMW in Cedar Rapids
and rode a bus to work every day. During bad winter weather,
their service staff would always invite me to come in and
check out their "Stuff" while I waited for the bus. They also
didn't miss the opportunity to point out that public
transportation didn't have heated seats and eventually sold
me my first BMW.
Do you have any fun stories about your car? Back in
2004, while my wife was interviewing for her residency
training, we drove over 4,000 miles in little over two weeks
covering 10 states in the middle of winter. From Michigan to
Alabama, our 323i performed flawlessly and in spite of being
hectic, it was an enjoyable experience.

What is your favorite BMW Club event? LDDS and annual
picnic.
Do you have a dream car? A VTG turbo version of a
famous brand from Stuttgart.

Welcome New Members
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First Name

Last Name

City, State

Dean

Haaland

Perry, IA

Chuck

Gipson

Davenport, IA

Nicholas

Roy

Iowa City, IA

David

Schnoebelen

Coralville, IA

Adam

Ruggle

Iowa City, IA

Paul

Wood

Central City, IA

Jacob

Johnson

West Des Moines, IA

Joseph

Godfrey

Johnston, IA

Alec

Bishop

Cedar Rapids, IA

Harshad

Lalan

Cedar Rapids, IA

Tyler

Osby

Clive, IA

Ben

Makovec

Le Claire, IA

Mark

McKenny

Clive, IA
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BMW Model

Year

M3

2008
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Let’s Go Cubs! by David Trachtenberg
Get your tickets before they are sold out!
The annual BMW Club day at the ball-park will be
August 19 at 1:05 p.m. against Memphis.
Once again, we will have two connected Skyboxes with
both indoor and outdoor seating.
Tickets are $25 per person, which include ticket and
food. Again this year, we will be showing cars in front of
the ballpark.
Tickets will be available at this year’s picnic. Don’t
delay! We’ll be selling 35 tickets and they sell out
quickly.
For more information, contact David Trachtenberg at:
secretary@bmwia.org.
See you at the ballpark.

Simpson Motorsports Inc.
Jim Simpson
319-351-1269
3577 Perch Dr. SE
Iowa City, IA 52240
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One Lap of America at MAM-2012 by David Brighton
Several years ago, David Tracthtenberg, Mike Benge and I
thought we would make the trip to Mid-America Motorplex to
see for ourselves what the Brock Yates “One Lap of America”
thing was all about. We made the trip from Des Moines,
watched the cars on the track and returned to Des Moines,
but we have not been back to the event since. As you might
recall, this now legal exercise in speed, began its life with the
somewhat illegal road race from the East Coast to the West
Coast depicted in the movie Cannonball Run.
This time, it all started with several emails from Steve
Maguire at the BMW Performance Center touting the brand
new redesigned M5 would be sponsored by the BMW
Performance Center and driven by Performance Center lead
instructor Mike Renner in this year’s edition of the “One Lap
of America.”
I brought this subject up with my lovely wife Becky, and she
was up for the trip to western Iowa. We determined the best
situation was to go over on Saturday afternoon, find a decent
motel and be at the track early on Sunday morning as the
first cars would be arriving. The plan went well as we stayed
in Avoca, but awoke to a nasty thunderstorm with heavy rain
and wind.
The event started on Saturday at the Tire Rack in Indiana
with a stop at Autobahn Country Club near Chicago. MAM
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would be the second day on the tour with cars grouped in
five’s according to the previous day’s times.
We postponed our departure from the motel for about an
hour and arrived at the track just as the cars were arriving.
Due to the weather, the start time had been moved back an
hour to let the track dry. In that time, it gave us time to
introduce ourselves to the BMW crew of Mike Renner, Steve
Maguire and one other friend as their “official photographer.”
We had a great visit with the crew and they informed us of
how the new M5 was working and the preparations that had
been done to prepare for the event. Since this was a preproduction car from Germany, the factory would only let them
change the brake fluid and the brake pads, other than that, it
was 100% showroom stock.
After visiting with the crew, we let them go back to their
preparation for their first run. We then wandered the pits and
I visited with other drivers and Becky photographed their
cars. We were able to get wonderful stories from the drivers
of many of the entrants such as the 1981 Camaro from
Connecticut with 118,000 miles gathered during the past 25
“One Lap” events. The driver is also a BMW enthusiast and
owns a 740i. There was the crew from Switzerland with a
group of Cadillac’s and HHR’s as well as the stripped out,
race equipped Honda Odyssey mini-van from the Honda
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factory. There was also a new white 1M from Oregon with
the MAM track map taped to the middle of the steering
wheel.
Soon we noticed the Bell’s had joined us and were
wandering the pits looking for drivers to visit with also. The
group soon determined it was time to watch some of the
action on the track, so we picked a prime spot up high so we
could have a good view of the entire track and hope for the
best for all of the BMW drivers.
The fastest cars of the day were the Nissan GT-R’s that were
mostly sponsored by a premium dealership in Florida and
eventually gathered the most points by the end of the event.
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All of the 2012 “One Lap of America” action can be viewed
on the blog by Steve Maguire at www.bmwblog.com and also
at www.onelapofamerica.com. I can’t wait until they come
back again.
After the M5 had made its final run of the day, we departed
for central Iowa and the drivers and crew packed their
luggage and tools for the trip to Hallett Raceway in
Oklahoma, which would be Day 3 of the 2012 event. The
tour continued on to Colorado, Nebraska, Minnesota, and
Michigan and then finally ended eight days after it began
back at the Tire Rack in Indiana.
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Photo Rally by Chris Kjellmark
On April 28, the club held a photo rally which started at BMW
of Des Moines who hosted a breakfast for the participants.
Steve Downey of Garvis Honda was there to offer helmetfittings for those who might need a new helmet for LDDS or
other up coming performance driving events. Steve is offering
the club a discount for all helmet purchases during 2012.
Just let him know that you're with the Iowa Chapter. We have
a club discount available on Scorpion and HJC helmets.
Contact Steve Downey of Garvis Honda, 1603 Euclid Ave,
Des Moines. Phone: 243-6217.
It was a gray day but the rain never showed up. There was a
pretty good showing at the dealership but not everyone could
participate in the rally after breakfast. Several new members
took advantage of the helmet fitting session to figure the
appropriate helmet size they needed. Fred Bell tried out one
of the helmets during the fitting session. We hope he didn't
buy that exact model, because new students at LDDS may
be a little concern about someone with a crazy eyed clown
on the side of their helmet teaching them how to take curves
at high speed.
The folks who did participate in the rally seemed to enjoy the
route. It ran from Des Moines to Indianola then east on
highway 92 to S23. Then north to Carlisle, west to 65/69,
south to Banner Lakes, back north to Des Moines and
ending at Bennigan's on Army Post near the airport. As you
can see by the scores it was a tight competition. There was
only one point separating first and second place. The point of
this rally was to have fun and I think all the folks that
participated did have a good time. Just remember that a
negative score is no reflection of a person's ability to be an
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effective president of the club. I can attest to the fact that he
might have been too busy driving around his old stomping
grounds to worry about his rally score.
This was my first Photo Rally to layout. Since I haven't ever
driven one before I think it turned out pretty well, short of my
spelling abilities. I used examples from Jeff Daly who has
done several photo rallies for the club. I might have to up the
degree of difficulty next time so the point spread between
first and second is not one point! If you have suggestions for
future rallies send them to chris.kjellmark@bmwia.org. I
promise I won't make you do the next rally just because you
gave a suggestion. But if you want to volunteer? We are
always looking to improve events that the club hosts so your
input is always welcome.
Also, we want to thank BMW of Des Moines for sponsoring
such a tasty breakfast and hosting our starting point. It was a
great addition to the favorite annual event.
Photo Rally Stats
Perfect Score 475
Participant
Map
1st
Ryan & Niki Smith
Ok
2nd
Cindy & Denny Dolmage
Ok
3rd
Fred & Alison Bell
Ok
4th
Jo Harvey & Crew
Ok
5th
Kip Bottenfield &
Roger McGregor
Ok
6th
Kolin & Nicole Brighton + 1 Ok
7th
Troy Markley & Nick
-100
8th
David & Becky Brighton
-100

Points
343
352
324
279

Bonus
26
16
27
16

Total
369
368
351
295

256
196
333
23

0
13
24
10

256
209
257
-67
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A Tale of Two (Driving) Seasons by Fred Bell

“

It was the highest of water,
it was the lowest of water...

”

Okay, enough damage to Dickens. But as in the famous
novel, the contrasts between events were stark and
momentous.
Last year, our Longest Day Driving School was held in the
shadow of impending doom. The Missouri River was rising
at an unheard-of pace, setting new records for flood height
and water flow. Our event barely managed to happen. Only
a few days beforehand, we were meeting with the Corps of
Engineers and FEMA to see if we should even hold the
school. The weather while we were there was actually
pleasant, but that weekend was the last one that MidAmerica
Motorplex would operate for about three months. Just days
after we wrapped up, the local roads went under water, and
then the track property and finally the track itself also were
covered by rising groundwater over the next few weeks.
In contrast, 2012’s event was after a very dry fall and a warm
winter, which was followed by a dry spring as well. No
damage occurred to the track at all from either flood or
freezing. The MAM staff has been busy all spring on
repairing the buildings, replanting the infield, and generally
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putting things back as good as they were a year earlier. Last
October’s moonscape appearance when the track re-opened
has been replaced by nice green grass - and soybean plants
in the infield! (We’re still in Iowa, after all). Our crowd was
royally roasted in 90-plus degree temps and high winds, but
we avoided the predicted Sunday thunderstorms and all
sessions except for the very last ones were completely dry.
The participants had a great experience, as our chapter
consistently provides at Longest Day. Comments from one
first-timer: “I had an absolute blast this past weekend at this
event….my expectations were totally exceeded. The quality
of the instruction and the approachability of everyone in the
group really made this a sport I could absolutely see myself
getting into. I will definitely be back next year”.
As always, the event takes a lot of help from many people.
Chief Instructor Scott Smed worked many late hours ahead
of the event to find sufficient qualified instructors and to
make the student assignments that are key to the
effectiveness of the school. Jeff Daly helped with pre-event
planning, Brian Smith and Dana Schrader provided the
classroom instruction, Candy Gerber organized the Friday
reception, and Rick and Kathy Talbot reprised their stellar
work on the grid again this year. The Saturday night feast at
the track prepared by Don and Stacy Van Lengen was a
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highlight as always. We also had a new face leading the
Saturday night track walk/ride after dinner – Dana did the
honors in showing nuances of the track contours that just
aren’t visible when driving at speed. Several other members
helped with pre-event or on-site grunt work. And last but
definitely not least, our key sponsor BMW of Des Moines
provided our event mementos plus additional support in
several ways. When you’re in the store for either sales or
parts/service, please express appreciation for all they do for
our chapter.
We had concerns about the viability of this year’s event, as a
competing driving school was held by four neighboring
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chapters together – on top of our perennial place in the
schedule and only 150 miles away. But Iowa Chapter made
yet another difficult event happen, and with great success.
We had as many participants in our school as the other one
did, with only our one chapter as the host. That’s a testimony
to the strength of what we offer our students and instructors
for a weekend experience – and participants came from eight
states for LDDS!

“

It is a far, far better thing that
we do, than we have ever done...

”
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Large Group for This Year’s Karting Event! by Mike Myers
Our second annual karting event kicked off on Sunday, May
20, with an all-you-can-eat brunch buffet at the Decker
House Hotel in downtown Maquoketa. The group in
attendance there numbered 20 members and guests, and
included several new faces.
After eating our fill, we departed for 61 Kartway, where we
met up with additional participants bringing the total number
to 28. With the large number, we were challenged to get
multiple runs in for everyone, so we’ll need to do some finetuning for future iterations of the event—ideas and feedback
on this will be welcome at the event planning meeting we’ll
be having this fall. I’ve also discussed the situation with the
track operator and they are willing to do what they can to
continue to accommodate us—four run groups of six an hour
is right about at the maximum they can accommodate us. A
repeat of the event before the end of the season in October
is also a possibility if there is sufficient interest.
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Regardless, we put in a long afternoon on the track in near
perfect weather. Between runs, fastest lap times were
compared, with the best time just under 1 minute—an
average speed of over 36 mph! Not too bad for something
with no suspension to speak of and about 6.5 horsepower!
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A few members of the club traveled to the annual Vintage Torque Fest in Dubuque on May 5.
Here are some pictures from their travels.
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