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Member Spotlight
2013 BMW Club Annual Dinner by Ed Arnold
SAVE THE DATE! PARTICIPATE! CELEBRATE!
FEBRUARY 23, 2013
The Annual Dinner is coming
soon! The BMW CCA, Iowa
Chapter Annual Dinner has
been scheduled for February 23,
2013. This year, the Saturday
night event will be held at the
Urbandale Golf and Country
Club, 4000 86th St., Urbandale
(South of Interstate 35/80 off
Exit 129). A scrumptious “sit
down,” Bavarian-Inspired Dinner,
complete with wine and dessert
will be served.
The Annual Dinner is a great
time to recognize the efforts of
Board Members and other club
members who have organized,
planned and participated in a
wide variety of events. 2012
provided an array of unique
opportunities, enabling club
members to discover common
interests, beside their affinity for
fine motor-cars. The program will
include awards for Member of
the Year and Sponsor of the
Year. It is a good time to relive
memories from the annual
picnic, the drives, social events
and all the other get-togethers
arranged by the club.
For the Feb. 23, 2013 Annual
Dinner, we are pleased to

announce Mr. Todd Magel, news
anchor at KCCI TV, as the after
dinner speaker. Magel is an
automobile enthusiast and
recently served as a Chief
Judge at the Sept. 10, 2012
Salisbury Concours d’Elegance
held at Salisbury House in Des
Moines. The Salisbury Concours
d’Elegance is based on the
premise of honoring the
wonderful art, design, and
craftsmanship of vintage
vehicles. The Concours format,
with its judging by leaders in
business, art, and the
community and the Peoples’
Choice awards judged by all,
bring excitement and interest to
the traditional way automobiles
are shared with the public.
The evening promises to be
exciting and informative, offering
a chance to share experiences
of all kinds, while enjoying great
food, company and onversation.
Please watch for your “Save the
Date” postcard, which will
reiterate information regarding
the date, cost, and reservation
instructions, complete with maps
and hotel Accommodations.
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Events, club activities, and all happenings BMW

NEWSWERKS is published for the Iowa Chapter of BMW Car
Club of America.

November 2012

January 2013

November 13
Informal Social
6:30 p.m.
Haiku
1315 31st St.
Des Moines

January 8
Informal Social
6:30 p.m.
Jethro’s
9350 University Ave.
West Des Moines

November 18
Planning Meeting
1:00 p.m.
The Vine
39 2nd St.
Coralville

TBA
Iowa Energy Game
Des Moines

December 2012
December 1
Chili and Video
Game Social
12:00 noon
Grimes Community Complex
101 North Harvey St.
Grimes

February 2013
February 23
Annual Dinner
Urbandale Golf
and Country Club
4000 86th St.
Urbandale

Follow us on Facebook
and look for details
on upcoming events
in email blasts.

Change of Address Information
Please send your requests for address changes directly to the
National Office at the address below. The local chapters have to
receive this information from them and cannot change this
information themselves. Please send a note with your proper
information to the National office at:
Roundel, BMW CCA, Inc.
Address Changes
640 South Main Street, Suite 210
Greenville, SC 29601
Or email to: BMWCClub@aol.com (yes, 2”C’s)
Or on the website: BMWCCA.org
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To join the BMW CCA or renew membership or change your
address – www.bmwcca.org
NEWSWERKS is a publication of the Iowa Chapter BMW CCA
and is no way associated with BMW AG.The contents featured
herein shall remain the property of the chapter. This publication
is mailed to chapter members in good standing six times per
year. The ideas, suggestions and opinions expressed in this
publication are solely those of the chapter and/or its members.
Please submit material suitable for publication to:
Nicole Smith at: newsletter@bmwia.org or
nicole.jobst@gmail.com
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Member Spotlight

Gaylen Fischer
Hometown (Where you live now): I moved to
Davenport from Bismarck in 1972. I changed to
Bettendorf in 1986. I stayed put. This is a good place.
BMWs owned: 1973 2002, 1980 320i and 2008 335xi
What made you decide to
purchase your first BMW?
A BMW is something else. David E. Davis, Jr. shared
his thoughts about the 1968 BMW 2002 in Car and
Driver and I was intrigued. To find myself but
forty miles from Bicklehuapt Mercedes/BMW
in Clinton peaked that interest. In 1974, they
made me the owner of a lightly-used 1973
2002. That coupe was so obscure. Folks
would approach to ask what sort of Benz it
was. My usual reply was, “the only one that
does not handle like a truck.”

Kendrick and you will find your Bimmer in its proper
place.
Do you have a dream car? I dream of taking a
MacLaren F1 over the Beartooth Highway into the
Sunlight Basin just before the first snow falls and all
the other tourists are gone.
No, I do not want to own an F1! The taxman would
lurk.

I traded up to a new 1980 320i. Wow, this one
had AM/FM/ cassette and A/C also! But
without limited slip, that one aggrieved me in
too many winters, so I sold it in 1988 and
drove 4x4 pickups and utilities until the urge
for another sport coupe overcame me.
This 2008 335xi is it, topping its elders in
terms of power, weight, agility, complexity, and
sophistication not to mention cost. I drive it all
year long.
Do you have any fun stories about your
car? I love steep mountains and twisted
valleys with well-engineered roads connecting
them. Take Old Idaho 7 from Orifino to
Thanks to the sponsors of the 2012 Annual Dinner

Merrill Axle and Wheel
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President’s Corner by David Brighton
A little known fact about the Iowa BMW
CCA is that attendance is recorded for
each of our events. The club secretary
records attendance of each of our
events in the yearly club files, and once
a year at our Annual Meeting and
Awards Banquet, we give away a major
prize to a winner of the “member
participation” drawing. Each time you
attend an event, chair an event, write an
article for the Newswerkz or bring a
guest to an event, you receive an
assigned number of points according to
your level of participation per event.
During our Annual Meeting and Awards
Banquet, one ticket per point that each
member has totaled for the year is put
into a box for the “Membership Award”
drawing. The more points a member
totals during the year, the better the
odds of their name being drawn for the
major prize. For the past several years,
the winner has had the choice of a gift
certificate for our Longest Day Driving
School or one of our other major prizes.

As the Board of Directors has debated
how to get new members involved and
to promote a higher percentage of
members becoming involved with
planning and attending events, the
Board of Directors has recently voted to
revise the “membership participation
points” system.
Since many of our members do not
even know that this system exists, the
Board of Directors has voted to change
this system to make it more visible and
positive for members to help plan and
attend events. I hope that this system
will have an impact on many of our
members who are not as active as they
might be if they had more incentive to
participate in our events.
Look for more information on this topic
and about the new points system that
will be put into effect for the 2013 year
of events in this edition of Newswerkz.

New Points System for the Club by David Trachtenberg
Ready to win some great prizes? All you have to do is
participate!
That’s right....just by attending events, you earn points
which can earn you valuable prizes.

Here’s how the new point system will work for 2013:
✔ Attend your first event --- 5 points
✔ Chair an Event --- 10 points
✔ Assist with an event --- 5 points

At the end of the year, points are added up and your
name goes into a drawing at the Annual Meeting.
The number of points you’ve accumulated during the
year will indicate how many chances you have to win.
In past years, one of the prize choices has been our
annual drivers school at Mid America.

✔ Attend an event --- 1 point

So...come on out to our events and have a great
time. If you’d like to help or chair an event, please let
a Board Member know.

✔ Attend O’fest --- 3 points

See you at our next event!

✔ Write an article for the newsletter --- 5 points

✔ Bring a potential new member to an event --- 3 points
✔ Sign up a new member --- 10 points
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Just make sure that when you attend an event, sign
the sign-in sheet with the proper information. If you
sign up a new member, make sure we are aware.
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The Joys of Detailing
Hello fellow Motoring
Enthusiasts and welcome to
“The Joys of Detailing”! In this
column, together, we will
discover the fun and art of
true detailing.
What exactly is detailing?
Detailing is a very confusing
term for most people. Too
many times it is used as a
generic term for simply
cleaning, washing and/or
waxing your ride. One of the
best definitions that I have come across defined it as “the
purposeful and systematic rejuvenation and protection of the
various surfaces of the vehicle.” Now some of us will find this
definition to be rather intimidating. Simply put, while many of
us clean our rides on a regular basis as in a weekly washing
or a periodic wipe down of the interior, detailing offers a
much more in-depth and long term enjoyable experience.
Bottom line – this is much more fun and rewarding!
When we truly detail our ride, we are not only being sure that
all of the cracks and crevices are devoid of any dirt or excess
wax and dressings, we are also using premium products to
achieve maximum protection and satisfaction. In addition to
using the right products, the proper technique is equally
important. Using the wrong technique can be just as
damaging or disappointing as using the wrong products. In
the end, the right product with the right technique will reward
you with a ride that not only looks amazing but also has the
long term protection that it needs.

You’ve probably noticed that after you spend time detailing
your ride, it always seems to be that much more enjoyable to
drive. The engine runs smoother, the shifting is quicker, the
paint glows in the sunlight and all of the workings just seem
to perform better. There’s just something about a well cared
for ride that makes us feel good and enjoy the drive all that
much more.
So, how do you get past all of the marketing hype to know
what products really are the best? And, even with a
premium product, how do you know the proper way to use it
in your particular situation? All great questions. The wrong
product or the wrong technique can actually do more
damage than good. Therefore, in future writings, I will focus
each article on a particular aspect of detailing to guide you in
doing it yourself or in helping you to better evaluate what to
look for if you prefer to have a professional perform the work
for you.
As the seasons are once again changing, and as always,
enjoy your ride . . .

Rick Prevette
Prevette’s, Ltd.
www.prevettes.com

Simpson Motorsports Inc.
Jim Simpson
319-351-1269
3577 Perch Dr. SE
Iowa City, IA 52240
NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2012
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J and J Motorsport Car Show 2012 by David Brighton
On Saturday, Oct. 6, under cloudy skies, a very nice
group of BMW’s, Audi’s and Volkswagen’s gathered at
J and J Motorsports in Cedar Rapids for Jack Kramer’s
Annual Show and Open House. Once again, Janel
Kramer served her famous German potato salad and
Jack’s grilled burgers and brats. The crowd mingled
around in cool weather to view and discuss the
common and distinct cars on display amid the pleasant
sounds of the blues band playing in the corner of the
shop. Trophies were awarded and a plethora of door
prizes were given away to the ticket holders. A good
time was had by all and we are looking forward to
seeing you next year.
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The BMW Club attended the Salisbury Concours in September.
Here are a few pictures from
that social outing.

Video Game, Chili Social by Nicole Smith
In the winter, you definitely have less chance to take the
BMW for a good joy ride, let alone on the track. However, we
have a way to get you on the track without ever strapping on
a helmet.
We are hosting the video game chili social again this Dec. 1
at 12 p.m. at the Grimes Community Complex, 101 North
Harvey St., Grimes, where there will be a variety of games
available for every level player. Using the game Forza 4 you
can actually drive on the Road America track. Have you
never made it to Germany to venture the Nurburgring? Take
a lap around without buying a plane ticket.
The less video-game-savvy can have a blast ramming into
other players on Mario Kart. We plan to have games playing

8

NEWSWERKS

on a projector, multiple flat screen TVs and a smaller TV.
Everyone of all ages is welcome to attend, and will find
something that fits their entertainment or racing tastes.
Also, to stay warm, we are going to have a chili cook-off.
Bring your favorite recipes, with or without that secret
ingredient. We’ll provide all utensils and outlets for the crockpots. If you don’t want to bring chili, you can buy dessert
treats or even non-perishable items that we will donate to the
local food pantry.
We hope to see you this year. If you have any questions,
please feel free to email me at newsletter@bmwia.org .
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Third Annual Planning Meeting by Alison Bell
We need your input on planning the 2013 Iowa
Chapter calendar of events! Join us at The Vine Tavern
& Eatery in Coralville on Nov. 18 and make your voice
heard.
Is there an event you would like to see us do, or was
there something we did in the past that you really
enjoyed and would like to do again? We'll start out with
a brainstorming session of events and then later pare it
down to a month-by-month schedule. One goal of this
meeting is to also recruit event chairs.
Remember that if you chair an event, you earn extra
membership points, and if you write an article about
said event, you get even more membership points
towards the big prizes at the annual dinner. So put on
your thinking caps and bring your appetites! We hope
to see you there!
The Vine is at 39 2nd St., Coralville, IA, with the
meeting at 1 p.m., Sunday, Nov. 18.

Recipe Series by Don Van Lengen

Pumpkin Souffle Pancake
5 T. butter
1 T. brown sugar
1/4 c. pecan halves
2/3 c. self rising flour
1 t. pumpkin pie spice or Sub
1/2 t. cinnamon,
1/4 t. ground ginger,
1/4 t. nutmeg
1/3 c. sugar
1/4 t. salt
4 eggs, separated
2/3 c. egg nog or buttermilk
(I used egg nog)
1-1/4 t. vanilla extract
1/2 can pumpkin puree
Confectioners' sugar, for dusting
Maple syrup, for serving

Preheat oven to 350 degrees F.
Melt 2 T. butter in a 10" skillet over medium-low heat. Add the
brown sugar and stir until the sugar begins to melt. Add the
pecans and cook for 2 more minutes. Transfer the pecan mixture
to a small dish and set aside. Reserve the skillet for the pancake.
In a small bowl mix together the flour, pumpkin pie spice, sugar
and salt. Set aside.
Melt the remaining 3 T. of butter. In a large bowl, add egg yolks,
egg nog (or buttermilk), vanilla and melted butter and whisk
until blended. Gradually whisk in flour mixture. Stir in the
pumpkin puree.
Beat the egg whites until soft peaks form and gently fold into
the pumpkin mixture. Gently spoon the batter into the reserved
skillet. Sprinkle the top of the pancake mixture with the reserved
pecan mixture. Bake for 20 to 30 minutes or until golden brown.
Dust the pancake with confectioners' sugar. Cut into wedges and
serve with maple syrup.

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2012
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Oktoberfest 2012 by David Brighton
When some of my friends asked me where we were going
for vacation this year -- I told them Columbus, Ohio. I
received several weird looks and many responses of
“really?” I needed to inform the less knowledgeable, that
Columbus was the site of our annual BMW Annual
Oktoberfest Event and we would be seeing about 900 of our
favorite BMW friends. After spending the night in Cedar
Rapids with Katie, we started out in the technoviolet M3 and
the blue 325ci about noon on Sunday to travel until we
determined we needed a rest for the night. After several
discussions back and forth with our traveling radios, we
determined we would pull off at Danville, Illinois and find
suitable lodging. Later on Monday evening, during the
Liberty Mutual Welcome Reception in Columbus, we
discovered the Bell’s had stayed very close to us and then
visited with the other 17 Iowa Club members that had made
the trip to Ohio.
Along with the driving school held at Mid-Ohio Sports Car
Course, Tuesday is devoted to the Concours de Elegance
so that those participants can get the event out the way in
order to concentrate on other events throughout the week.
Tuesday was the only day it rained, and to the dismay of the
Concours entrants, not all cars were totally ready for the
judging that began at noon. It was an equal distraction for all
entries, but the rain stopped about an hour before judging
would begin. After the judges finished with the white gloves
and Q-tips, we had two winners from Iowa walk up to accept
their trophies during the Dinan Performance Concours
Awards dinner that evening. Russ and Brian Wiles finished
in first place in the 3rd Generation Clean Class with their
1995 M3 Lightweight and David and Becky Brighton
finished first in the 3rd Generation Super Clean Class with
their technoviolet M3.
Driving school at Mid-Ohio continued on Wednesday, as
well as the Odometer Gears TSD rally. The rally was a 4hour course that wound east out of Columbus about 120
miles through the foothills of the Adirondacks of eastern
Ohio. When the scores were tallied, we had 4 cars from the
Iowa Chapter that had won a trophy. In “Class B” David and
Becky Brighton placed first and were followed closely by
Russ and Brian Wiles who finished 3rd in class. “Class C”
was won by Alex Totten and Sean Hayes followed by Alison
and Fred Bell who finished 3rd in class. Gymkhana was also
held back at the Polaris Hilton parking lot and the trophies
began to pile up for Iowa members. The Iowa Chapter came
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home with some of the best times of the day with Russ
Wiles finishing 2nd, Brian Wiles 5th, Alex Kotten 8th, Katie
Brighton 15th, David Brighton 16th, Cindy Wiles 19th and
Becky Brighton 31st out of about 75 participants.
Wednesday evening was highlighted by the second version
of “Casino Night” with proceeds going to the BMW CCA
Foundation.
Over the years, I have been asked many times “why are so
many trophies won by Iowa Chapter members?” I always
respond that we have the best members in the country.
Driving school is held each day, so that was also true on
Thursday, as well as the first day of autocross -- non “M car”
day on the course. Iowa was well represented again with
Alex Kotten finishing 1st in class 3A, Jan Gerber finishing
2nd in class 9, and Katie Brighton finishing in 7th place in
class 3D. Thursday evening was highlighted by motorcoach
rides for all participants to the buffet meal hosted at Kelly
BMW. Kelly BMW had the showroom filled with historical
and rare BMW’s for viewing preceding the highlight of the
evening -- special guest speaker Joey Hand with his E46
M3 race car driven in many races about 3 years ago.

“

...we have the best
members in the country.

”

Friday is “M” day at autocross and it is dominated by M3’s
and M coupes. This year, the new 1 Series M was also well
represented. The fastest time of the day went to Russ Wiles
who finished 1st in class 5B. Brian Wiles finished 1st in
class 4A. In class 5A, Scott Smed finished 4th, Don Van
Lengen finished 9th and Stacy Van Lengen finished 12th. In
class 5C David Brighton was nudged by 2 hundredths of a
second for a trophy and finished 4th. Friday night at O’fest is
always Banquet and Awards night and it usually lasts well
into the night. This year’s Banquet was highlighted by a
special award presented to Larry Koch who is retiring after
28 years with BMW NA and also with special speaker Joey
Hand of RLL Racing.
Saturday morning brought another day of driving school and
is also time for friends to pack up and say “good-bye” for
another year until we meet again.
Oktoberfest 2013 will be held at Mazda Laguna Seca
Raceway near Monterey, California August 19-24, following
the Rolex Monterey Motorsports Reunion.
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A First Timer’s Report from Oktoberfest by Mike Myers
While I’ve been to, and organized, my fair share of
local chapter events over the past couple of years, last
month was the first time I’ve attended the club’s
national annual event, Oktoberfest!

Wednesday
First driving school day! Three sessions on the MidOhio Sports Car Course, followed by the volunteer
reception, and even more Spaten.

Due to the time and travel investment, I tried to get the
most out of the event - here’s what my week looked
like:

Thursday
Autocross, and the first time I’ve done it without
needing to replace a fender liner! Course was laid out
such that novices like myself were unlikely to get lost
among the cones. Unfortunately, I’ve about as much
sophistication at autocross as a hammer. Was fun
though - eight runs for the day!

Monday
Arrive around noon, check into the event hotel, register
and unpack. Enjoy Spaten hospitality in the beer
garden at the hotel. Make sure glass is full before
heading to the first timer’s meeting for a briefing,
orientation and introductions, then on to the welcome
banquet!
Tuesday
I volunteered to help with the concours. This was
something I had no prior experience with, but was
accepted and paired with a more experienced person
to judge the “race” clean entries. Turns out volunteering
also got me a free shirt and an invitation to a
Wednesday evening reception. Dodged rain while the
competitors prepared their cars. Also took test drive in
a brand new 5 Series – nice. Rain stopped before
“rags down,” then went out to rub Q-tips and white
gloves over a couple of race prepared cars. Evening
was more Spaten hospitality, after which things get a
little fuzzy.

Friday
Out early for a second day at Mid-Ohio, followed by the
awards banquet in the evening.

Saturday
Last day at Mid-Ohio, with a BBQ that evening near by.
Drove home Sunday, and felt like I needed to sleep for
three days! For someone my wife characterizes as
“socially indifferent,” I also used up a lot of my
socialization reserves! If you decide to attend O’fest for
the first time next year, you can make your own
decisions about how many activities you want to cram
into the week, but I don’t know as I’d have done my
first time any different.
As for next year, Laguna Seca is a long way away, but
driving there is a bucket list kind of event… we’ll see!

Welcome New Members
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First Name

Last Name

City, State

Mike

Buitenwerf

Altoona, IA

Mike

Venable

DeWitt, IA

Aleksandr

Thomas

Des Moines, IA

David

Cmelik

Cedar Rapids, IA

Jeffrey

Smit

Waukee, IA

Michael

Thrasher

Independence, IA

Stephany

Harvey

Independence, IA

Ian

Adams

West Des Moines, IA
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BMW Model

Year

BMW Model

Year

E90 335l

2007

E70 X5si

2008
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ICubs Game Brought Unseasonable
Temperatures
by David Trachtenberg
On August 19, the Iowa Chapter attended our annual day at the
ballpark. We watched the Iowa Cubs beat the Memphis Redbirds 6-3
at Principal Park.
Over thirty people watched the game in our two connected skyboxes
while enjoying some great food and entertainment. Unlike most of the
summer, we had some great temperatures for the game and our outside
seating filled up fast.
It was a perfect day for both baseball and showing some of our favorite
cars in front of the ballpark. We had a nice selection of cars, which
included a rare 1M and the new 640 Grand Coupe (which was brought in
by European Motor Cars of Des Moines).
Don’t miss this favorite event next summer. Baseball, BMW’s and
Food....what more could you want?
See you next August.
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