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Events, club activities, and all happenings BMW
March 2013
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NEWSWERKS is published for the Iowa Chapter of BMW Car
Club of America.

March 11
Informal Social
6:30 p.m.
Buzzard Billy’s
615 3rd St.
Des Moines

May 14
Informal Social
6:30 p.m.
Appare
3769 86th St.
Urbandale

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President
David Brighton
president@bmwia.org
515-576-8059

March 23
Spring Drive
from Pella to Skunk
River Restorations

May 18
Street Survival
Iowa Speedway
Newton, IA

April 2013

June 2013

April 9
Informal Social
6:30 p.m.
Royal Mile
210 4th St.
Des Moines

June 7-9
Longest Day
Driving School
Mid America Motorplex

April 20
Photo Rally
Start at BMW of
Des Moines
9997 Hickman Rd.
Urbandale
April 26-28
Flat Out Classic
Driving School
Heartland Park
Topeka, Kansas

Follow us
on Facebook
and look
for details
on upcoming
events in
email blasts.
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Change of
Address
Information
Please send your requests for
address changes directly to
the National Office at the
address below. The local
chapters have to receive this
information from them and
cannot change this
information themselves.
Please send a note with your
proper information to the
National office at:
Roundel, BMW CCA, Inc.
Address Changes
640 South Main Street,
Suite 210
Greenville, SC 29601
Or email to:
BMWCClub@aol.com
(yes, 2”C’s)
Or on the website:
BMWCCA.org
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1-800-878-9292
bmwcclub@aol.com
To join the BMW CCA or renew membership or change your
address – www.bmwcca.org
NEWSWERKS is a publication of the Iowa Chapter BMW CCA
and is no way associated with BMW AG.The contents featured
herein shall remain the property of the chapter. This publication
is mailed to chapter members in good standing six times per
year. The ideas, suggestions and opinions expressed in this
publication are solely those of the chapter and/or its members.
Please submit material suitable for publication to:
Nicole Smith at: newsletter@bmwia.org or
nicole.jobst@gmail.com
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Second Annual Flat Out Classic School By Nicole Jobst-Smith
Information for article provided by flatoutdrivingschool.com
The second annual Flat Out Classic will be held April 2628, 2013 at Heartland Park in Topeka, Kansas. While it is
not an event that the Iowa chapter is hosting, the Iowa
BMW club members are invited to attend the driving
school.
The inaugural "Flat Out" Classic was a huge success. The
2012 "Flat Out" Classic, presented by BMW of Lincoln,
was held June 8-10 at Heartland Park in Topeka, Kansas.
Over 150 participants joined in on the fun, which included
a car control clinic, car show, autocross school,
competitive autocross, and a high performance driving
school. Ten states, including both coasts, were
represented - in addition to over 30 M3's.

This driving school is a
car lover's dream you'll
never forget. Appealing
to our diverse BMW
community, the Flat Out
Classic features a car
show, autocross clinic,
autocross and high
performance driver's school.
Novice or pro, come experience Heartland Park (16
turns, 2.5 miles), the same track seen on ESPN, ABC,
and SPEED TV.
For more information, including event registration,
visit http://www.flatoutdrivingschool.com/

Thanks to the sponsors of the 2012 Annual Dinner

Merrill Axle and Wheel

Simpson Motorsports Inc.
Jim Simpson
319-351-1269
3577 Perch Dr. SE
Iowa City, IA 52240
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President’s Corner by David Brighton
Most people join the BMW CCA “because
of the cars and stay because of the
people.” That is a common phrase heard
at meetings and it is really true. But what
most people don’t realize, there are many
reasons to become a member of our club.
There are a high percentage of members
who don’t utilize all of the privileges of
being a BMW CCA member. It is quite
obvious that we have the best car
magazine on the market, and the
membership fee is well-worth receiving
the Roundel in the mail every month.
But what are some other “member
benefits” that are not quite so obvious?
Most BMW dealers and many BMW
independent shops offer discounts on
parts and labor to club members.
Members can apply to receive a rebate
when purchasing a new or certified preowned BMW and we have an ombudsman
who can help with disputes related to the
manufacturer, dealer, repair shop, parts
supplier and others. We have technical
service advisors who can diagnose
problems with your car when you cannot
find an answer in other places.

companies to offer discounts for BMW
CCA members. A partial list of these
companies are; Sprint cellular, Worlds of
Discovery attractions, Crowne Plaza
hotels, Hertz and Avis rentals, Brooks
Brothers clothing, Liberty Mutual
insurance, Michelin tires, HPDE insurance
and VISA rewards cards. Most recently
Office Max has become a discount
partner and is offering discount cards to
be used on purchases at their stores.
Attendees of this year’s Annual Dinner
and Awards Banquet will be rewarded
with one of these new cards. So next time
when you are thinking, “is my annual
membership fee worth the cost?” I would
say that you cannot afford to be without it
if you own a BMW.

Frank Patek, Executive Director of the
BMW CCA has worked diligently to create
agreements with many national

2013 Points System
Throughout the year, you earn points for doing
various club activities. Each point earns you a raffle
ticket to draw for a prize at the end of the year.
Please make sure to sign in at each event, and let
us know if you assist in signing up a new member.
✔ Chair an event --- 10 points
✔ Sign up a new member --- 10 points
✔ Attend your first event --- 5 points
✔ Assist with an event --- 5 points
✔ Write an article for the newsletter --- 5 points
✔ Attend O’fest --- 3 points
✔ Bring a potential new member to an event --- 3 points
✔ Attend an event --- 1 point
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Welcome New Members
First Name

Last Name

City

Josh

Janeczko

Urbandale

Jeff

Hedden

West Des Moines

Fletcher

Beeler

West Des Moines

John

Stovie

Anamosa

Nicholas

Feigen

Ames

Tom

Kellenberger

Bettendorf

Baily

Abbott

Bettendorf

Alaina

Berkenbosch

Bettendorf

Bridget

Cowley

Davenport

Austin

Gibbons

Bettendorf

Teah

Hannaford

Coralville

Rebecca

Hillyer

Bettendorf

Amelia

Jones

Bettendorf

Emily

Rupiper

Bettendorf

Eric

Sparks

Davenport

Richard

Turner

Bettendorf

Mallory

Weaver

Bettendorf
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Member Spotlight

Mike Williams
Hometown: Keota
BMWs owned: 2010 335i
What made you decide to purchase your first
BMW? I wanted to trade in two cars (an Oldsmobile
Toronado and a Nissan 300ZX) and get one car that
combined the luxury and sportiness of both. That led
me to my first BMW, a 2000 328Ci. I liked it so much
(and the club activities & members) that I later
replaced it with another new one.
Do you have any fun stories about your car? Both
were purchased at Kimberly BMW in Davenport, my
old home town. I had good luck with the first one, and
my brother in Wisconsin liked it a lot. He wound up
getting a 2005 325Xi. Later, I started to make plans for
a European Delivery of my new one – as reported in
Newswerks previously. I sold the 2000 to him (for his
son) and he accompanied me to Munich in October of
2009 to pick it up. We visited relatives near Frankfurt,
drove the
Nurburgring, and
toured Berlin and
Amsterdam. The car
was left at the port
in the Netherlands
in late October. It
arrived stateside
around
Thanksgiving. I had
hoped to pick it up in
Davenport before
Christmas and
proceed to
Wisconsin, but the
accessories I had
purchased were not
quite installed when
I arrived. Kimberly
lent me an X3 for
the holiday, and I got
it on the way back.

What is your favorite BMW Club event and why? Is
all a good answer? The picnic and annual dinner are
always good. I’ve been to several driving schools at
MAM, a Fall Colors Tour, another cruise, one
Oktoberfest, and several tech sessions. Perhaps the
most fun AND rewarding event is helping out as an
in-car coach at the Street Survival schools.
Do you have a dream car? Those new Gran Coupe’s
are awfully pretty – just like an Aston Martin Rapide,
but cheaper! So is the 503 from the 1950’s. A 2002
might be fun. On the non-BMW side, give me an old
Oldsmobile. How about one each from 1937, 1941,
1950, and 1955?
Other cars in the garage: 2005 Corvette, 1958
Chevrolet Impala
Profession: H. S. Science teacher, retired. Driver’s
education instructor.
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Street Survival - Now Available in Spring!
by Fred Bell
For the last 8 years or so, we’ve had a Tire Rack®
Street Survival teen driving safety course in Iowa each
fall. We have a NEW angle on it this season – in
addition to the fall events in the Des Moines and Quad
Cities areas, we’re also doing a spring school at the
Iowa Speedway parking lot in Newton.
Date for the event is Saturday, May 18. Our chapter is
leading the effort on this one, with help from the Des
Moines Valley SCCA folks for equipment and some
volunteers. DMVR’s club racers will be competing on
the infield road course that day, while we use the
parking lots to teach teens to learn a lot more about
car control and accident avoidance than they ever saw
in driver’s education. Plans are to use a break in the
racing action after the students complete the Street
Survival curriculum in late afternoon to also take the
students out for a congratulatory lap around the track
behind the pace car!
The course is aimed at ages 15-21; students must
either have a driver’s license or have held a learner’s
permit for at least half of the period required before
licensing by the state of issue. Students learn what it
feels like when the car is about to lose traction, and
learn how to avoid or correct the problem. Street
Survival is an excellent prep for winter driving in Iowa,
but also applies to many other instances where dealing
with traction is an issue – gravel roads, rain, or
emergency situations.
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Check out www.streetsurvival.org for more
information about the course. The site includes a very
good video showing how the training is done in the
student’s car by a trained instructor on a closed
course.
Registration for students is on the Street Survival
website under the Registration/School Schedule tab.
For local information, the contact is registrar Becky
Brighton (streetsurvival@bmwia.org).
Please help us to publicize the event to parents of
potential students: contact friends, family, and coworkers who have young drivers in their households –
the life you save may be theirs!
We are not going to have as many of the usual
volunteers available from DMVR because of their race
commitments this time. So we really need additional
help from Iowa Chapter members as in-car instructors
and as volunteer workers at the event. Please contact
Becky or myself with any questions about how you can
help or what it takes. Street Survival is a great way to
contribute back to our communities – let’s all make it a
‘smashing’ (pun-only, not literal) success! Staff
volunteers register on Motorsportreg.com – look for it
on their schedule as the Iowa Chapter event on
May 18.
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2013 North Central Regional Caucus
by David Brighton
Annually, representatives from
local chapters of the BMW CCA
meet as a national caucus or as a
regional caucus to discuss club
issues, and 2013 was the year for
the smaller regional meeting. This
year the North Central Regional
Caucus met in Detroit from
January 18-20. The president of
each local chapter, along with
three other members of the Board
of Directors, attend to discuss

topics that are relevant to each
local club as well as topics that are
important to the BMW CCA. Topics
that were discussed this year dealt
with “customer satisfaction,”
communication with our members,
and what actions should be taken
to provide a quality “member
experience.”
A benefit of meeting in Detroit this
year, attendees of the caucus,

including the Iowa Chapter Board
of Directors members David
Brighton, Chris Kjellmark, Alison
Bell and Nicole Smith, were able to
attend the Detroit International
Auto Show on Saturday evening.
Since the host hotel was on the
campus of Ford Motors, the group
also had time to visit the Henry
Ford Museum on Sunday
afternoon before the late flight
home.

Here is a photo of the board members with North Central Regional Vice President Michael Lingenfelter.
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The Joys of Detailing
Considerations For Choosing
The Best Brush For The Task
When choosing which
brush to use for a task,
many of us will consider
the size and the type of
brush head as well as the
length and grip of the
handle. But, we often forget
to consider one of the most
important factors and that
is what kind of brush fibers
should I use.

Boars Hair – A very durable and soft hair that is
naturally thick and will hold a tremendous amount of
water. Maintains its shape and will not become limp
when wet. Most often used as a wash brush as its
properties make it an excellent choice as well as the
fact that it will not scratch delicate paint surfaces.

There are probably more types of brush fibers to
choose from that you care to think about. Let’s take a
look at just some of the more common ones that you
are likely to come across in your choices for the care of
your BMW.

China – A soft texture that is naturally tapered to a fine
end point. Often selected to be used for window
cleaning or for dusting and fine detailing due to its
gentle removal of fine particles and its ability to reach
into small crevices.

Polypropylene – A very durable bristle that is most
often used for scrubbing. Its durability extends to
resisting acids, solvents and most chemicals.

Brass Wire – A soft metal bristle that is often used to
remove residues from most metal and durable coated
parts without running the risk of severely scratching
the surface. An excellent choice for aggressive metal
cleaning.

Polystyrene – Another very durable material that
resists water, oil and chemicals. Often used for
aggressive cleaning and has excellent flexibility. The
bristle ends can be flagged (finely split) for use in body
brushes. Both the Polypropylene and Polystyrene
brushes are good choices for cleaning engines, wheel
wells, etc.
Tampico – Derived from a vegetable fiber that comes
from the Agave plant grown in Mexico. This fiber has a
soft to medium texture and is naturally resistant to
liquids, solvents and heat. Holds liquids very well and
works great for cleaning carpeting.
Nylon – There are many different grades available
varying from stiff to the new softer Nylex bristles that
are often used for washing. Well known for its long
wearing ability and resistance to rot, mildew, alkalis,
most solvents and heat. Brushes for scrubbing tires will
often use nylon whereas brushes for wheels will use
Nylex which is a much softer form of nylon that won’t
scratch.
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Horsehair – An excellent choice for removal of fine
dust and particles from smooth or polished surfaces
without scratching. Also is a great brush to clean
upholstery and fabrics.
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Stainless Steel Wire – Highly resistant to corrosion
and rusting. Used where non-corrosive cleaning of
parts with a cleaning compound is needed or for
removing rust, metal burrs, paint, etc.
Steel Wire – A mild, low carbon steel that is often
galvanized to resist corrosion. Usually has a bright
diamond finish and a high tensile strength spring
temper for lower fatigue. Used in similar situations as
the stainless steel wire.
The next time that you are choosing a brush, consider
the best fiber to use to help you get the best results.
Thanks for reading and as always, enjoy your ride . . .

Rick Prevette
Prevette’s, Ltd.
www.prevettes.com
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Note: This is the fourth in a series of recipes provided
by club member Don Van Lengen

Molten Chocolate Lava Cakes
10 oz. semi-sweet chocolate chips
5 T. unsalted butter
1/2 c. fine sugar or
1 c. powdered sugar
1 t. vanilla extract
2 eggs
1/3 c. flour
1/4 t. salt
Optional 1/4 c. liquor
(Your choice, Amaretto,
Creme de Menthe or whatever
you like)

•

makes 4 servings

Melt chocolate chips over double boiler or in microwave ( 1 minute and
check). Add in room temp. butter into melted chocolate.
Mix 2 eggs and sugar with wisk or hand mixer until smooth. Add in
Vanilla, salt and flour.
Don't over mix after adding in flour, just combine.
Slowly add melted butter and chocolate into eggs. You want to temper
the egg, sugar batter so add melted chocolate in small amounts at
first so not to cook the eggs.
Butter 4 (6 oz.) ramekins, you can also spray them lightly with
PAM baking spray as well. Place on baking sheet in a 375 degree
oven and bake 12-15 minutes.
The edges should be set and the centers should still be soft.
Remove from oven, Run a knife around the cake. To serve place
a plate over the ramekin and turn the cake over using the plate.
Carefully unmold cake.
Serve warm.
Optional topping, caramel, ice cream, whipped cream, pecans ,mint
chips, shaved chocolate, powdered sugar, fruit toppings.
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Club feels the Energy at NBA Development League Game
by Nicole Jobst-Smith
Members of the BMW club enjoyed close seats to the
Iowa Energy game on Sunday, Jan. 13. Although the
Energy fell to the Canton, Ohio Charge 93-84, club
members enjoyed the game and half-time
entertainment along with a large crowd of fans.
Before the game, members enjoyed some social time
at Buzzard Billy’s down the street from Wells Fargo
Arena. Nine members in total took advantage of the
discounted price on tickets.
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Next year, the club is entertaining the idea of going to
a Des Moines Bucaneers hockey game, or even a
Drake University basketball game as an informal
social. If you’re interested in planning these events or
giving your input, please attend our planning meeting
session in November.
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Spring Drive to start in Pella
by Mike Myers
Our Spring Drive this year is planned for Saturday, March 23.
Due to the large number of bakery items purchased at the
event last year, we will once again start on the square in
Pella, Iowa. Plan to meet on the square at 10 a.m. (earlier if
you’re making your own arrangements for breakfast and/or
baked goods) followed by a departure at 10:30 a.m.
From Pella, we currently plan to make our way up to
Des Moines for a lunch hosted by Karl’s Kustom Corvettes,
then on to Ames for a visit to Skunk River Restorations. Iowa
weather being what it is at that time of year, this will be a rain
or shine event on paved roads.
For any other questions, or to assist with the event,
contact Mike Myers at mike.myers@bmwia.org.
An RSVP to the preceding address would also be
appreciated to get a good attendance estimate for lunch.
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June - Driving School Time Again by Fred Bell
We have some traditions in our
chapter, and one of the longeststanding is our Longest Day Driving
School, held every June since 2002.
This year’s details: MidAmerica
Motorplex (near Council Bluffs) is
the Where, June 7-9 is the When,
and YOU are the Who. The tradition
always includes some of the same
elements - fun on the track, good
times with fellow club members and
enthusiasts, and several social
gatherings as part of the whole
event. And each year, we try to add
some new features to complement
both the instructional side and the
fun factor.
MidAmerica Motorplex (MAM) is
one of the best tracks available for
learning more about high
performance driving and car control.
The track layout is considered very
technical, so figuring out the best
line through its large variety of
corner shapes can be challenging.
Meanwhile, it has very low penalties
for doing something wrong, unlike
tracks that are lined with steel
(“Armco”) barriers or concrete walls.
Advanced drivers can keep working
on new techniques with only the
grass as the main casualty from
error. And, novices find MAM very
easy to get used to while learning

12

NEWSWERKS

what high-performance driving is
about.
Saturday and Sunday are when
most of the action happens for
students; Friday’s track session is
reserved as an orientation and
skills-polishing day for instructors
and advanced students.
Just go to the chapter website and
you’ll find the LDDS page,
www.bmwia.org/longest-daydriving-school. Or, register online at
www.Motorsportreg.com. Hurry –
we have a very useful event
memento that is free to those who
register by May 7, our way of saying
thanks to those who sign up early.
Our host hotel, where we also
provide the Friday evening
reception, is the SpringHill Suites in
Council Bluffs, phone 712-2566500. We have a block of rooms
reserved; just ask for Iowa BMW
Club. The room block is in effect
until May 5. Final deadline for
registration – Monday, June 3 or
sooner if the school fills up.
Oh – we missed the Why in the
leadoff! In no particular order –
because it’s fun, it can be a
challenge, it can help you in street
driving skills – and it’s fun!
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Photo Rally Mission by Jeff Daly
Your mission... Should you decide to take it…
is to join other Iowa BMW Club members for
a day of adventure on April 20.
Starting with breakfast provided by BMW of
Des Moines, 9997 Hickman Rd. in Urbandale
on April 20 at 8:30 a.m., the next part of your
mission is to look at, try on, and possibly order
a helmet for future driving school adventures.
The next phase of the day's adventure will not
require a helmet, but it is always good to be
prepared in case you decide to make the next
big step to join our driving school Longest Day
Driving School in June.
Between 9 a.m. and 9:30 a.m., you will be
given a set of instructions with precise
directions to follow on your adventure. (Note,
unlike previous missions, these directions will
not self destruct). You will travel to various
points around the Des Moines metro area and
make note of specific items along the way in
your directions packet.
At the end point you will turn in your packet
and we will all gather to compare stories of our
adventure. While many will be similar, I am
sure that none will be the same. Prizes will be
awarded to the adventure sleuth that has the
highest score of following directions and
identifying the appropriate items in the right
spots.
I hope to see you all there. It is always a fun
event that the whole family can participate in.
In fact, the odds of getting high scores go up
with multiple people in the car. So bring the
whole gang.
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