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Events, club activities, and all happenings BMW

NEWSWERKS is published for the Iowa Chapter of BMW Car
Club of America.

January 2014

February 2014

January 14
Informal Social
6:30 p.m.
Appare
3769 86th St.
Urbandale

February 11
Informal Social
6:30 p.m.
Jethro’s
9350 University Ave.
West Des Moines

January 25
Drake Basketball
Game Social
Tipoff 7:00 p.m.
Knapp Center
2601 Forest Ave.
Des Moines

February 15
Chicago Auto Show
Day Trip
See details in this issue
February 22
Annual Dinner
6:00 p.m.
Zimmerman BMW
4001 1st Ave. SE
Cedar Rapids

Follow us on Facebook and look
for details on upcoming
events in email blasts.
facebook.com/bmwccia

Change of Address Information
Please send your requests for address changes
directly to the National Office at the address below.
The local chapters have to receive this information
from them and cannot change this information
themselves. Please send a note with your proper
information to the National office at:
Roundel, BMW CCA, Inc.
Address Changes
640 South Main Street, Suite 210
Greenville, SC 29601
Or email to: BMWCClub@aol.com (yes, 2”C’s)
Or on the website: BMWCCA.org
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Greenville, SC 29601
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To join the BMW CCA or renew membership or change your
address – www.bmwcca.org
NEWSWERKS is a publication of the Iowa Chapter BMW CCA
and is no way associated with BMW AG.The contents featured
herein shall remain the property of the chapter. This publication
is mailed to chapter members in good standing six times per
year. The ideas, suggestions and opinions expressed in this
publication are solely those of the chapter and/or its members.
Please submit material suitable for publication to:
Nicole Jobst-Smith at: newsletter@bmwia.org or
nicole.jobst@gmail.com
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President’s Corner by David Brighton
The by-laws of the BMW Car
Club of America Foundation
states the Foundation is
“organized exclusively for
charitable, literary and
educational purposes as set
forth in Section 501(c) (3) of the
Internal Revenue Code.”
The Iowa Chapter has always
had a charitable and benevolent purpose in which we
have donated funds to several very deserving entities
or charities. Most notable and of late, has been the
Animal Rescue League of Iowa and the Animal Lifeline
of Iowa. Charity laps at driving school and raffle
proceeds from the BimmerWorld race car door are the
most recent.
Once again, our Club will be donating proceeds from
several items to two different charities, which you will
soon be able to bid on during a silent auction and a
raffle. The club has been the recipient of several
notable items recently, including two partial front
bumper covers from damaged Turner Motorsport race
cars, autographed by Bill Auberlin and Will Turner, an

8 x 10 framed poster autographed by four Turner
Motorsport drivers and a Prevette’s master detailing kit.
The first bumper cover will be raffled at our annual
picnic next summer. Tickets will be on sale at all of our
events between now and then with the proceeds being
donated to the Animal Rescue League of Iowa. The
other three items will be on display and auctioned with
a silent auction during our Annual Dinner and Awards
Banquet in Cedar Rapids on February 22.
The proceeds of our silent auction will be donated to
the BMW CCA Foundation. The Foundation is currently
in the process of a capital campaign drive to help
secure the future of events such as Street Survival,
archiving the history and library of the BMW CCA and
expanding the museum in South Carolina.
The BMW CCA Foundation has received a matching
funds challenge grant of $250,000 which will expire
December 31, 2013. Although the matching funds
grant will have expired, the Capital Campaign is still in
progress and all members are encouraged to give in
order to preserve and protect the history and programs
of the BMW CCA.

Welcome New Members

rs

First Name
Anand
John
Mariama
Logan

First Name
Morganne
Matt
Tobey
Brandon

Last Name
Joshi
Hunter
Bah
McBee

City
Percival
Clive
Davenport
Davenport

Last Name
Stansbarger
Wastyn
Prybil
Fick

City
Clinton
Davenport
Bettendorf
Ames

Thanks to the sponsors of the 2013 Annual Dinner

BMW of Des Moines

Merrill Axle and Wheel
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Virtual Driving School with Many Drivers at the Wheel by Nicole Jobst-Smith
We had drivers of all ages test the limits of their virtual
vehicles during the 2013 “Virtual Driving School” at the
Animal Rescue League of Iowa. Over a dozen
members enjoyed chili on a day that was great to
spend indoors with fellow club members.
“Instructor” Fred Bell guided a driver barely tall enough
to reach the pedals on the floor through the Maple
Valley course on Forza 4. Experienced racers tested
their skills on the games Gran Turismo 4, touring tracks
across the country from one game console. The club
members also took a tour of the facilities at the ARL
and got to see the surgical rooms, the grooming area
and of course lots of adorable dogs and
cats up for adoption.
We’d love for you to join us next
year as we test the cars and tracks
without liability in the virtual world. If
vyou have any suggestions or have
any questions regarding the event,
please email me at
nicolejobst@gmail.com.

Simpson Motorsports Inc.
Jim Simpson
319-351-1269
3577 Perch Dr. SE
Iowa City, IA 52240
4
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Example sale prices for sets of Hoosier R6
track tires we can provide for your BMW:
245/35/18 Hoosier R6: $319.06
225/40/18 Hoosier R6: $309.06
275/35/18 Hoosier R6: $329.06
245/40/18 Hoosier R6: $319.06
Hoosier Tires Direct .Com carries the full range of Hoosier road
race tires at similar savings and is located in the Des Moines, IA
area. We will meet or beat any advertised prices for Hoosier R6
track tires. Please visit us online at www.hoosiertiresdirect.com

255/35/18 Hoosier R6: $329.06
235/35/19 Hoosier R6: $339.06
285/30/18 Hoosier R6: $339.06
265/35/19 Hoosier R6: $349.06
JANUARY/FEBRUARY
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The Joys of Detailing
Choosing A Wax or Sealant

?
?
?
?

As you prepare to protect the
finish on your BMW with a
high quality wax or sealant, it
is important to choose the
product that will give you the
results that you desire. Let’s
take a look at some of the
questions we need to answer
for ourselves to help guide us
to the best decision.
What are my main goals?
Some questions to answer
would include:
Do I want the most protection for the longest period of
time?
Is my desired outcome to have the highest shine
possible?
Do I have an imperfect finish and a product that would
help to hide minor imperfections would be a plus?
How much effort do I want to expend on
applying it?

The answers that you come up with will probably be a
combination of the above. Let’s lay out some of the major
differences here in order to make it easier for you to choose.
A One Step Cleaner & Wax – A combination product has
the main focus of combining the cleaning and waxing in one
step to save time and effort. These formulas typically contain
a mild paint finish cleaner and carnauba wax. By adding
cleaners you dilute the amount of available protective wax.
This combination can be reasonably effective in cleaning up
and protecting your ride’s paint but it will never match the
results of a wax or sealant only product.
Carnauba Wax – Usually a blend of Carnauba wax along
with some synthetic add-ins for higher durability. Typically
available in a paste or a liquid form. Be wary of any product
advertised as 100% Carnauba. All Carnauba has other
waxes, resins or some type of transport added in as 100%
Carnauba would be as hard as a brick and you would be
unable to apply it to your ride. There are multiple grades of
Carnauba. The whiter the Carnauba wax, the more pure it is
as the whiter color comes about from the removal of
impurities.
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The advantages are:
☛ Hardest, purest and most transparent natural
wax available
☛ Produces a rich, three-dimensional wet look gloss for
depth
☛ Easily layered with multiple coats
☛ Hides minor swirl marks
☛ Beads water nicely & absorbs acid rain content
The disadvantages are:
☛ Not as durable as a sealant. Carnauba wax lasts three to
six months, depending upon care
☛ More affected by heat, melts at 182° F
Sealant – Often is made up of modern polymers, acrylic
resins and synthetic compounds. Unlike a wax which is an air
dried surface coating, a sealant will cure and perform what is
known as ‘cross linking’ to tightly bond to the surface to
create a stronger, long lasting protective coating. Typically,
the sealant is applied much like a wax. Best results are
obtained if allowed to cure on the surface for up to 24 hours
before buffing it off.

The advantages are:
☛ Durability! Lasts 6 to 12 months or more, depending upon
care
☛ Very high gloss
☛ Rarely will cloud or streak
☛ Can be layered for added protection
The disadvantages are:
☛ May lack depth and richness
☛ Tendency to highlight paint flaws
Whichever one you choose, your best results will be obtained
by properly preparing your BMW’s paint for waxing or
sealing. Removing surface contaminants and old wax is
important to achieving the look and protection that you
expect.
Enjoy your ride . . .

Rick Prevette
Prevette’s, Ltd.
www.prevettes.com
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Tickets Still Available for Chicago Auto Show
There is still time to reserve your tickets for the day trip
to the Chicago Auto Show from Des Moines. The trip to
McCormick Place, home of the auto show, is open to
first 55 to reserve a seat with their check. Participants
are not required to be car club members (SCCA,
BMWCCA, Miata Club, or other marques) but those
are the groups to whom this trip is being promoted.
Spouses/significant others are welcome (see Options
below should you want to consider perhaps combining
the auto show with a Valentines weekend in the “Big
City”).
Bus is reserved thanks to deposit advance by
Des Moines Valley Region, SCCA. However,
the bus must be filled by January 15, 2014.
If it is not filled, the trip will be cancelled to
avoid liability to the SCCA.
TRIP PLAN
- Precise 4 a.m. departure from Des Moines
metro location (TBD) with local parking
available. Timing is critical to arrive at the
show as it opens at 10 a.m. Saturdays are
very busy from noon on; making it difficult to
really see/photograph much in the afternoon.
- Enroute stop likely in Coralville to board
waiting passengers (You have option of
joining the trip in Coralville. If there’s demand,
we’ll stop; otherwise, we’ll proceed directly
from Des Moines to Chicago). When you
send in your reservation check, please
indicate your wish to join the trip in Coralville.
- Arrival at McCormick Place is 10 a.m.,
weather permitting. Auto show tickets will
have been pre-purchased
- Bus departs McCormick Place for return trip
promptly at 5 p.m.
- Fast food dinner stop along interstate
enroute back to Coralville (dropoff) and onto
Des Moines by midnight.
BUS – is a very nice tour bus that will have
free wi-fi. It is restroom and DVD/monitor
equipped so we’ll show a variety of films
enroute.

COST: $80 per person; includes bus
transportation, driver gratuity and auto show
ticket. This is “cost” without markup and would
be difficult to match either with MegaBus or
your personal vehicle with current gas prices
and McCormick Place parking. Plus, who
wants to drive 10 hours round trip in
February? Must pay in advance to reserve
your seat; by check payable to Des Moines
Valley Region, SCCA and send it to Rick
Talbot, Chicago Auto Show, 13105 Alpine
Drive, Urbandale, IA 50323-2579. Checks
will not be deposited until trip is
confirmed which will be no later than
Sunday, Jan. 15, 2014. I will confirm
receipt of your reservation check; please
provide me your e-mail address and
phone number. If trip is cancelled, I will
return your check.
OPTIONS – Bus will drop off all attendees at
McCormick Place upon arrival in Chicago.
Participants will be given their auto show
tickets as they leave the bus. The rest of the
day is really up to you; spend some/all of your
time at the Auto Show but you are free to
explore Chicago on your own. Taxis are
abundant and available right from McCormick
Place. Explore nearby Fields Museum,
Shedds Aquarium, and/or a favorite
restaurant…BUT, the Arrow Stage Lines
“carriage” will depart for the return trip from
McCormick Place to Des Moines at 5pm
sharp. If you’re on it, you get a return ride; if
you elect to remain in Chicago for the evening
(which you’re certainly welcome to do) that is
your option and the bus will not wait. No
refunds for not returning with the bus.
Chicago Auto Show info/web site:
http://www.chicagoautoshow.com
QUESTIONS? E-mail Rick Talbot at
talbot_e@msn.com or leave message at 515-2782026
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Planning Meeting Wrapup 2013
Members of the Iowa BMW Club met at Sam and
Louie’s in Urbandale on Nov. 17 to discuss the events
for the calendar year 2014. Below is the calendar of

events set for 2014, and a list of ideas for future
events. If you have any suggestions for club activities,
please email Alison Bell at Alison.bell@bmwia.org.

Ideas for future events included:
1) Cars and Coffee at Karl’s---summer 2014
(Saturdays)/possible Dyno session

5) Skunk River Restorations

2) Bennigan’s Graffiti nights---Wednesdays, summer 2014

7) United Sports Car Series—Road America--August 10, 2014

3) Gymkhana

8) I Cubs/June 2014

4) Duffy’s Collectible Cars—Cedar Rapids area

9) Drake Basketball/Iowa Energy/Bucs/Iowa Wild

6) Driving School---MAM or elsewhere

2014 Schedule of Events
January 25

Drake Basketball Game
chaired by Nicole Smith

February 15 Chicago Auto Show
chaired by Rick Talbot
February 22 Annual Dinner
chaired by David Brighton
March

Des Moines
Chicago
Des Moines

Tech Session at Earl’s Tires
chaired by David Brighton
West Des Moines

April

CR Winery Tour/Duffy’s Cars
chaired by Kolin Brighton Cedar Rapids

May

Spring Drive/Poker Run
chaired by Nicole Anderson

May 16-18

Okoboji

August 8-10 IMSA/Tudor Race at Road America Regional Event
Elkhart Lake
August

Possible Driving School

August

Tech Session at Alloy Wheel Repair
Cedar Rapids

September

Gymkhana
chaired by Jeff Daly

Des Moines

J and J Car Show
chaired by Jack and
Janelle Kramer

Cedar Rapids

October 4

October
October

Windy City Driving School
Autobahn

June 7
June 16-20
June

July 27

8

Street Survival
chaired by Fred Bell

Newton

TBA

Street Survival
QC Subchapter

Bettendorf

Fall Colors Tour
combined Iowa/
North Star Event

Wisconsin

November 16 Planning Meeting
chaired by Alison Bell

Cedar Rapids

Oktoberfest - National Event
Beaver Creek

November

Group Drive
chaired by Mike Myers

Ames

Iowa Cubs Game
chaired by David Trachtenberg
Des Moines

December 6 Chili/video event
chaired by Ryan Smith

Ankeny

Annual Picnic/Summerset Winery
chaired by Jon Volz
WDM/Indianola
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Fall Colors Tour 2013
by David Brighton
On October 19, a cool rainy day, with breakfast
provided by BMW of Des Moines, the annual 2013 Fall
Colors Tour began. Four cars transporting mostly
excited souls (two couples from the North Star
Chapter) departed the parking lot and headed toward
Cedar Rapids to join three other couples whom we
would meet at Zimmerman BMW for lunch. One-byone an assortment of convertibles and hardtops left
the Zimmerman parking lot with all roofs in the up
position. The group headed toward Dubuque on the
tremendous county roads of Northeast Iowa.
After a brief restroom and photo-op in Luxemburg with
our new found Harley friends, we finished the first
day’s drive into Dubuque on twisty US highway 3.
Taking the scenic route through town, we headed
toward BMW of Dubuque for a welcome visit and
goodie bag. Finally, heading off to the hotel or B and B
of choice of each couple, we re-gathered at the Spirit

of Dubuque for our three hour evening dinner cruise.
We were joined there by two more couples who were
not able to join us in Des Moines for the drive. It was a
cool rainy evening to observe from the open upper
deck, but many folks came out to enjoy the moments
as we travelled through a lock and dam to the upper
Mississippi River.
After a good night’s sleep in Dubuque, the remaining
participants followed the lead of David and Becky
Brighton and headed north from Dubuque. A brief stop
was made at Balltown to view the beautiful sights.
Further north, another comfort stop was made at
Guttenberg. The group continued to view the sights
from the “river road” until we parted company with our
new friends from Minnesota at McGregor. Our new
friends from the north enjoyed themselves so much
they have vowed to organize a joint venture between
both clubs for next year’s Fall Colors Tour.

JANUARY/FEBRUARY
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Club to Cheer on the Drake
Bulldogs! Jan. 25
by Nicole Jobst-Smith
Join us Saturday, Jan. 25 to watch the Drake Bulldogs
take on the Wichita State Shockers at the Knapp
Center in Des Moines at 2601 Forest Ave.

2014 Annual Meeting and
Awards Banquet by David Brighton
The 2014 Annual Meeting and Awards Banquet will be
held February 22, 2014 at Zimmerman BMW located
at 4001 1st Avenue SE in Cedar Rapids. The social
hour will begin at 6 pm with dinner to follow at
6:30 p.m. Cost for this year’s dinner and awards
banquet will be $30. Watch the club website and club
emails for information on this year’s speaker.
Registration will be by mail using the attached form or
on-line at http://www.bmwia.org/what-is-new/2014annual-dinner/. More information about on-line
registration can be found at www.bmwia.org. For more
information, please contact David Brighton at
president@bmwia.org or 515-570-5549.

2014 Points System

The club has started to attend a sporting event in
January and gone to an Iowa Energy game in the past
two years. This year, with the new Head Coach Ray
Giacoletti, you can watch the Bulldogs in a rebuilding
time of the basketball’s history. Tipoff is at 7 p.m. and
tickets will be general admission seats.
There will also be an informal social at West End Bar
and Grille at 2309 Forest Ave., just up the street from
the Knapp Center. We will meet at West End at 5 p.m.
Tickets are $10. If you’re interested, please RSVP by
emailing Nicole Jobst-Smith at nicolejobst@gmail.com

Throughout the year, you earn points
for doing various club activities. Each
point earns you a raffle ticket to draw
for a prize at the end of the year.
Please make sure to sign in at each
event, and let us know if you assist in
signing up a new member.
✔ Chair an event --- 10 points
✔ Sign up a new member* --- 10 points
✔ Attend your first event --- 5 points
✔ Assist with an event --- 5 points
✔ Write an article for the
newsletter --- 5 points
✔ Attend O’fest --- 3 points

The Chapter is seeking replacements for
newsletter editor Nicole Jobst-Smith and
treasurer Ryan Smith, as they are
stepping down in 2014. If you are interested
in either position, please reach out to David
Brighton at president@bmwia.org.
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✔ Bring a potential new member to an
event --- 3 points
✔ Attend a regular event --- 2 points
✔ Attend an informal social --- 1 point
*If you sign up a new member, a referral must be
made to the secretary.

IOWA CHAPTER BMW CCA

2014 Annual Meeting
and Awards Banquet
Reservation Form
February 22, 2014 at
Zimmerman BMW in Cedar Rapids
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IOWA CHAPTER BMW
CCA BALLOT 2014
All members and associate members,
in good standing, may cast a ballot.

Mail reservation to:

Mail your completed ballot to

Iowa Chapter, BMW CCA
PO Box 42113
Urbandale, IA 50323

Iowa Chapter BMW CCA
PO Box 42113
Urbandale, IA 50323

Pay for your reservations through
Paypal at the club website here:
www.bmwia.org/what-is-new/2014-annual-dinner/
or mail in your check to the address above.

Reservations are due February 12
Total number of reservations at $30 ____
Name______________________________
Membership # ______________________
Name______________________________
Membership # ______________________

2014 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
[ ] President: David Brighton, Ft. Dodge
[ ] Vice President: Jeff Daly, Clive
[ ] Treasurer: (open for nominations)
[ ] Secretary: David Trachtenberg, Des Moines

DIRECTORS-AT-LARGE
[ ] Mike Myers, Vinton
[ ] Chris Kjellmark, Indianola
[ ] At-Large Chair
(open for nominations)

Name______________________________
Membership # ______________________
Name______________________________
Membership # ______________________

MEMBER NAME ____________________
MEMBERSHIP # ____________________
Write-in nominations:

__________

__________________________________

Please specify dietary needs
(e.g., Vegetarian, Gluten Free): ______________

__________________________________

Enclosed is my check for $

JANUARY/FEBRUARY
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BMW Performance Driving Center by David Brighton
The BMW Performance Driving Center was created near the
BMW factory in South Carolina to promote performance driving
techniques with late model BMW automobiles that could not be
replicated anywhere else. There are a variety of performance
driving programs designed and available for drivers of all skills,
from one-day novice schools, two-day schools and advanced M
day schools. The schools designed and implemented at the
BMW Performance Center are based on real world driving
situations, much different than what most of us think of when we
hear the words “driving school.” I had the opportunity to attend a
one day school in October that was sponsored by the National
Chapter, BMW CCA.
When Becky and I arrived at the Greenville airport on Friday
morning, we were picked up and transported to our home base
during the trip to the Greenville Marriott in a new X5 xdrive35i.
The Greenville Marriott is located near the airport, BMW factory
and museum, BMW Performance Driving Center and Michelin
headquarters. In agreement with BMW NA, the hotel has new
BMW’s on hand to transport their guests in first class style. As
part of the agreement, the hotel will also transport guests of
BMW activities to various locations in the city during their stay.
Shortly after we checked in at the hotel, we asked the concierge
for a ride to the BMW Museum. After a nice visit to the museum
and gift shop, the driver from the hotel was summoned to return
us to the hotel. The driver really wanted to impress us with the
X5’s abilities, so he took the back roads to the hotel. Later in the
evening, we were transported to downtown Greenville. While
downtown, we were able to join the rest of the driving school
attendees for dinner and enjoy the night life in a fabulous
reinvigorated downtown Greenville. We enjoyed the ride to
downtown and back in a new 750Li.
The driving school began early on Saturday morning with an
introduction of our instructors, whom are all former or current
race car drivers, and explanation of the exercises for the
morning session. As with all driving schools, we began the day
with classroom
instruction.
Following an
hour of
instruction, we
were split into
four groups of
eight each.
Each of us was
paired with a

12

NEWSWERKS

partner in which to
share a car. Four
current model BMW’s
are used in the
exercises, M3’s M5’s,
M6’s and 135is’s.
Moving outside
from the
classroom, and
after group
instructions, the
four instructor’s
cars led the
student’s cars to
the appropriate
place on the vast
track to begin the
designed exercises.
Four exercises were practiced during the morning session and
four in the afternoon session, each lasting 45 minutes each. The
morning session included a wet figure-8 skid pad, wet round skid
pad, advanced corner entry on the long track and autocross
practice on one of the short tracks. Each car contained a hand
held radio attached in the door pocket. In this manner, the
instructors would watch the students on the track and give
instructions and encouragement to the students while standing
near the track. After each 45 minute session, the students
followed the instructor car back to the staging area and the
students would move to a different car and follow a different
instructor to a new exercise. After all students had practiced
each of the four exercises, lunch was served.
Following a brief classroom session, the afternoon session
began. The afternoon sessions consisted of high speed
passing/follow the leader, wet skid pad pursuit races, timed
autocross and high speed lapping on one of the short tracks.
The last exercise of the day was a student ride on the track with
the instructors as they performed flawless drifting on the skid
pad followed by a 360 degree spin while leaving the skid pad
and returning to the staging area.
If you have attended many high performance driving schools and
would like to experience something new, or not attended any, a
visit to the Performance Driving Center might be a great
weekend getaway. I don’t know of many people that would not
enjoy driving the latest M cars on a track without any worries.
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Member Benefit Spotlight Series by Nicole Jobst-Smith
Each month we will be highlighting one national
membership benefit a month. This is to educate our
members on the benefits they can take advantage of
with their BMW Club membership. For a full list and
overview of benefits, visit https://www.bmwcca.org/
membershipbenefits/discounts
Our BMW Club Memberships come with various
benefits that our members sometimes forget about.
Below you can see that BMW Car Club of America
members can receive 20% off a Intercontinental Hotel
Group (IHG) hotel. You can use this benefit to book a
hotel room for the 2014 Annual Dinner which is at
Zimmerman BMW in Cedar Rapids on February 22 this
year. In this issue you will find an article about the
annual dinner, where there is a host hotel. If you book
late and find the host hotel full, consider booking at an

IHG hotel to save money! The BMW CCA website had
this graphic to visualize the benefit:

Intercontinental Hotel Group (IHG)

Book early and save up to 20%
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Kimberly BMW
of Davenport

BMWofDavenport.com
(563) 391-8300

The Ultimate
Driving Machine®

The best selection of pre-owned
BMWs in eastern Iowa!
See for yourself at BMWofDavenport.com

The BMW 4 Series.

The BMW X3 SAV.
BMWCCA Members can get

$200 OFF

BMW Maintenance Plan Upgrades*
AND 20% OFF ALL BMW ACCESSORIES!!

The BMW 6 Series Gran Coupe.
*Vehicle must be eligible. Contact us for details.

Driving a BMW is a lot more
affordable than you think.
Kimberly BMW
of Davenport
625 W Kimberly Rd
Davenport, IA 52806-5705
One Block West of Northpark Mall
(563) 391-8300
BMWofDavenport.com
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