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Club of America.
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BMW CCA National Office
640 South Main Street, #201
Greenville, SC 29601
1-800-878-9292
bmwcclub@aol.com

To join the BMW CCA or renew membership or change your 
address – www.bmwcca.org

NEWSWERKS is a publication of the Iowa Chapter BMW CCA 
and is no way associated with BMW AG.The contents featured 
herein shall remain the property of the chapter. This publication 
is mailed to chapter members in good standing six times per 
year. The ideas, suggestions and opinions expressed in this 
publication are solely those of the chapter and/or its members.

Please submit material suitable for publication to:  
Nicole Jobst-Smith at: newsletter@bmwia.org or nicole.jobst@
gmail.com
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David Brighton
president@bmwia.org
515-576-8059
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David Trachtenberg
secretary@bmwia.org
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Drew Hillman
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Chris Kjellmark
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Chuck Gipson
gipson@medicems.com
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Fred Bell
past-president@bmwia.org
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Jeff Daly
vice-president@bmwia.org
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Mike Myers
mike.myers@bmwia.org
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Alison Bell
alison.bell@bmwia.org
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Becky Brighton
newsletter@bmwia.org
515-576-8059

Webmaster
Manoj Tomar
webmaster@bmwia.org

Club Website
www.bmwia.org

At Large
Rick Talbot

Calendar of Events:
January-April 2015
Events, club activities, and all happenings BMW

Change of Address Information
Please send your requests for address changes 
directly to the National Office at the address below. 
The local chapters have to receive this information 
from them and cannot change this information 
themselves. Please send a note with your proper 
information to the National office at:

Roundel, BMW CCA, Inc.
Address Changes
640 South Main Street, Suite 210
Greenville, SC 29601

Or email to: BMWCClub@aol.com (yes, 2”C’s)
Or on the website: BMWCCA.org

January 2015
January 13
Informal Social
Appare
Urbandale 

February 2015
February 10
Informal Social
Jethro’s
Waukee

February 21
Annual Dinner
ARL – Des Moines

March 2015
March 9
Informal Social
MB2 Raceway
Grimes

March 29
Spring Drive and 
Distillery Tour
Cedar Ridge Winery  
and Distillery
Cedar Rapids (Swisher)

April 2015
April 14
Informal Social
Royal Mile
Des Moines 

Follow us on Facebook and look 
for details on upcoming events in 
email blasts. 
facebook.com/bmwccia
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President’s Corner by David Brighton

Although the faces of 
the National Board of 
the BMW CCA may 
be viewed in each 
publication of the 
Roundel, their duties 
and actions are probably 
not widely known by 
the 70,000 members 
of the BMW CCA. Our 
Club is divided into five 
geographical regions, 
and each region elects a 

Regional Vice President to help oversee each Chapter 
within that region. It is the RVP’s job to help promote 
and enhance the experiences of the members of the 
local Chapters and help create a direction and mission 
for the National Club. Regional Vice Presidents are 
elected on staggering three year terms, so as not to 
replace the entire Board in the same election cycle. 
The office of the President of the Club is elected to a 
three year term.

In the January edition of the Roundel, you will receive 
your ballot for the 2015 election of President and North 
Central and South Atlantic Regional Vice Presidents. 
All members in good standing are eligible to vote for 
President and the RVP candidate in their region. Steve 
Johnson, current Executive Vice President, is the lone 
candidate for President.

In our region, four candidates are running for the 
position of North Central Region Vice President; 

myself, David Brighton from Iowa, James Walters and 
Tim Beechuk from Ohio and Sean Hayes from Illinois. 
Each of the candidate’s statements will be published in 
the January edition of the Roundel. I feel it is important 
to read and analyze each candidate’s statement 
before casting your vote.

Like any election, it is important for each member to 
voice his or her opinion in electing the leadership who 
will determine the future of our club for the next three 
years. I hope you will take the time to fill out and return 
your ballot.

Thanks to the sponsors of the 2014 Annual Dinner

Merrill Axle and Wheel

Performance Automotive, Inc.
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Mark your calendars to attend the 2015 Annual Meeting and 
Awards Banquet! This year’s event will be held February 
21, 2015 at The Animal Rescue League of Iowa’s Theadora 
C. Mapes Auditorium at 5452 NE 22nd St, Des Moines, IA 
50313, between NE 54th Ave and NE 58th Ave. The social 
time will begin at 6 pm with buffet dinner to follow at 6:30 
p.m. Cost for this year’s dinner and awards banquet will be 
$35. The ARL’s rental of the facility helps contribute to their 
daily operations, which benefit all the animals housed there 
as well as community outreach. For more information on 
donating to the ARL, check out: https://www.arl-iowa.org/
donate/default.aspx. Funds donated will be used to provide 
food, shelter, and veterinary care for the more than 18,500 

animals the ARL cares for each year. They are also always 
in need of items like old towels, blankets, non-generic dog/
cat food, and puppy pads; so any donations are greatly 
appreciated as well as tax deductible!

Check the club website - www.bmwia.org - and club emails 
for information on this year’s speaker. Registration will be 
by mail using the form below or on-line at http://www.bmwia.
org/what-is-new/2015-annual-dinner/. More information 
about on-line registration can be found at www.bmwia.org or 
e-mail Alison Bell, Social Events Coordinator, at alison.bell@
bmwia.org. Please make sure to RSVP by February 11 to 
ensure you have a seat!

2015 Annual Meeting and Awards Banquet by Rick Talbot

2015 Annual Meeting and Awards Banquet Reservation Form
Saturday, February 21, 2015 

at The Animal Rescue League of Iowa’s Theadora C. Mapes Auditorium 
at 5452 NE 22nd St, Des Moines, IA 50313, between NE 54th Ave and NE 58th Ave

Mail reservation to:
Iowa Chapter, BMW CCA PO Box 42113 Urbandale, IA 50323
Pay for your reservations through Paypal at the club website here: www.bmwia.org/what-is-new/
2015-annual-dinner/ or mail in your check to the address above.
Reservations are due February 11. Total number of reservations at $35  __________

Name___________________________________ 	 Membership#_____________________________

Name___________________________________ 	 Membership#_____________________________

Name___________________________________ 	 Membership#_____________________________

Name___________________________________ 	 Membership#_____________________________

Enclosed is my check for $___________ payable to Iowa Chapter, BMWCCA.
Please specify dietary needs (e.g., Vegetarian, Glueten Free):____________________________________
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In the Virtual Driving Seat by Nicole Jobst Smith

Drivers of all talents and ages tested the limits 
of their driving at the 2014 Virtual Driving School 
at the Animal Rescue League on Saturday, 
December 6. Over a dozen members sampled 
chili while watching fellow club members explore 
various virtual tracks.

New to the annual event this year was a seat built 
by member Fred Bell. The seat had the game 
wheel mounted onto it (pictured), to create an 
authentic virtual racing experience. Mario Kart was 
offered for the more colorful drivers.

Club members also took a guided tour of the ARL 
facilities, including the horse barn. In addition to 
the usual cats and dogs, members saw turtles, 
mice, and an iguana up for adoption.

We’d love for you to join us next year as we 
test the cars and tracks without liability. What 
do you think we could do to make the event 
better? What would bring you to the virtual driving 
school? If you have any suggestions or have any 
questions regarding the event, please email me at 
nicolejobst@gmail.com.
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Skunk River Drive Re-Cap by Mike Myers

Our drive up to Skunk River Restorations started 
out on Saturday morning, the 22nd of November.  
Eleven chapter members met up at BMW of Des 
Moines to enjoy a breakfast very generously 
provided by the store. 

Once we’d finished breakfast and looked at the cars 
in the showroom, we hit the road, heading north 
across Saylorville Lake and through Polk City up to 
Ames. While the scenery wasn’t much, it being Iowa 
in November (leading the group, I mostly saw the 
back of a U-Haul pulling a Toyota on a dolly,) we 
did avoid the game day traffic and arrived at Skunk 
River Restorations to meet three more members 
before starting our tour.

Steve Myers (no relation) then toured us around 
his facility, showing us the capabilities of his shop, 

which include powder coating in addition to usual 
mechanical and sheet metal capabilities you’d 
expect in a restoration shop.

The highlight of the trip was a viewing of Steve’s 
extensive collection of British cars, with a slight 
sprinkling of German and Italian vehicles as well. 
This collection included many extremely rare 
automobiles, certainly many I had never seen before 
in person! Steve and his shop also host an annual 
show by the Iowa British Car Club, so keep an eye 
out for that event if you’d like another chance to see 
those cars again and more.

Many thanks to our hosts at both ends of the event!
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Tech Session in Cedar Rapids by David Brighton

On a beautiful Saturday morning, October 25, a group 
of BMW CCA club members gathered at Alloy Wheel 
Repair Specialists of Eastern Iowa in Cedar Rapids 
to learn about the intriguing tricks that Rodney and 
his staff can perform on your wheels and other parts 
of your car, and your house. Rodney started the tech 
session by explaining the common features of the 
business such as straightening, repairing and painting 
damaged wheels. But the most exciting and interesting 
part of the session was the new processes they have 
added to their expertise recently.              

Hydrographics, or water transfer, is a process by 
which transfer film is floated on the surface of a large 
tank of water and the item is pushed through the 

film to transfer the print to the item. After the print is 
allowed to dry, it is painted with clear coat to make 
the print durable. Any item that will fit in the tank is a 
prospect for this process.       

The second new process being used at Alloy Wheel 
Repair Specialists is that of PVD coating. PVD is a 
tough coating that can be applied to wheels and other 
parts that replicate the look of chrome, gold and other 
finishes, which can be repaired, and is being used by 
many car manufacturers today.

It was an informative day of learning the new and 
exciting things that can be done to enhance the look 
of your car. Make sure to visit Rodney at Alloy Wheel 
Repair Specialists of Eastern Iowa.
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Planning Meeting by Alison Bell

Just like on Election Day, if you don’t participate, 
then you have no room to complain about how your 
country’s being run. So if you didn’t come to the 
annual planning meeting, then you’re missing out on 
helping shape YOUR Iowa Chapter’s 2015 Calendar 
of Events! Iowa Chapter members gathered at Sam 
& Louie’s New York Pizza in Urbandale on a chilly 
Sunday to compile ideas of what members liked and 
didn’t like from the 2014 calendar. It was determined 
that perennial great events like the Annual Dinner, 
Longest Day Driving School, the I-Cubs game, and 
the annual picnic needed to stay on the calendar for 
2015. In addition to those great events, attendees 
also brought ideas like virtual garage tours, driving 
to dinner, and a group outing to Jolly Holiday Lights. 
We’ll also again work with other chapters and clubs 
on joint events to try to help drive participation and 
membership. So at the end of the day, here’s how the 
calendar shakes out:

January:

❖ �Tech Session TBD

FEBRUARY

❖ �Annual Dinner 2/21 at Animal Rescue  
League of Iowa

MARCH

❖ ��Karting Social March 9

❖ ��Cedar Ridge Winery/Distillery tour  
and group drive March 28

❖ �Tech Session TBD

APRIL

❖ �Spring Drive April 25 & 26

❖ �Autocross

MAY

❖ �Street Survival

❖ �Group drive to Anamosa and  
Torque Fest May 1-2

❖ �Cars & Coffee
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JUNE

❖ �Longest Day Driving School date TBD

❖ ��Cars & Coffee

JULY

❖ �Annual Picnic July 19

❖ ��Autocross

❖ ��Cars & Coffee

AUGUST

❖ ��Iowa Cubs

❖ �Tudor United Sportscar Series at  
Road America Aug 7-9

❖ �Cars & Coffee

SEPTEMBER

❖ ��Des Moines Concours d’Elegance Sept. 13

❖ �Oktoberfest at New Jersey Motorsports Park  
Sept. 21-26

❖ �Cars & Coffee

❖ �Autocross

OCTOBER

❖ �Street Survival

❖ �Fall drive

NOVEMBER

❖ �Group drive to planning meeting

❖ ��Eastern Iowa

DECEMBER

❖ �Group drive to Jolly Holiday Lights in  
Des Moines, then dinner following

Stay tuned to the chapter website, www.bmwia.org 
or check out our Facebook page: BMW Car Club of 
America – Iowa Chapter for more details on upcoming 
events.

Come out and have fun with us!
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Welcome New Members
Name	 City

Scott Chaloupka	 Bellevue

Arthur W. Eggers	 Rapids City

Natalie Adams	 Bettendorf

Kevin Anderson	 Bettendorf

Johanna Bellig	 Bettendorf

Jacob Landrum	 Bettendorf

Sydney Singh	 Davenport

Rachael Souhrada	 Le Claire

Name	 City

Libby Weaver	 Bettendorf

Jordan J. Ruby	 Waterloo

Bruce L.E. Barton	 Anamosa

Roger Heatwole	 Marshalltown

Andrew Knox	 Decorah

Jeff McNeal	 Urbandale

Bradley C. Obermeier	 Ankeny

Ralph I. Stephens	 Solon

March Social – Dinner with a 
Couple of Kinks! by Fred Bell

The March social event is going to be more than just dinner 
– it’s a drive too! We’ll be at MB2 Raceway in Grimes (1350 
SE Gateway Dr. Suite 108). Meet at 6:30 pm on Monday, 
March 9. MB2 Raceway is an indoor karting track, using 
electric karts and movable barriers. We’ll order dinner in, 
and have some competition and/or fun runs on the track for 
all who care to drive.

These karts are a nice improvement from the previous 
indoor karting operation in Des Moines – the electrics 
accelerate better, and there are no exhaust fumes to 
breathe! The movable barriers allow the staff to create a 
new course layout every month or so, which means that 
you can have different challenges on successive visits. 
Check out their facility at http://www.mb2raceway.com. You 
can bring your own helmet (must have clear visor attached) 
or use one of their loaners.

Signage to the facility can be hard to spot. MB2 Raceway 
is in the rear building in a pair of flex-use retail/industrial 
buildings set back off of Hwy 141, a little south of the main 
part of Grimes. From Hwy 141, go west on E. 19th St., then 
right on Gateway Dr. to the driveways for their complex. If 
you see a building with a huge number 1300 high on the 
wall, you’re just about there! Drive west along either end of 
that building to reach #1350 behind it, then to the northwest 
corner of #1350 where you’ll find MB2 Raceway. Let’s go 
have some dinner and laps!
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Hoosier Tires Direct .Com carries the full range of Hoosier road 
race tires at similar savings and is located in the Des Moines, IA 
area. We will meet or beat any advertised prices for Hoosier R6 
track tires. Please visit us online at www.hoosiertiresdirect.com

Example sale prices for sets of Hoosier R6 
track tires we can provide for your BMW:

245/35/18 Hoosier R6: $319.06
225/40/18 Hoosier R6: $309.06
275/35/18 Hoosier R6: $329.06
245/40/18 Hoosier R6: $319.06

255/35/18 Hoosier R6: $329.06
235/35/19 Hoosier R6: $339.06
285/30/18 Hoosier R6: $339.06
265/35/19 Hoosier R6: $349.06
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The Joys of Detailing
Products Have A Limited Shelf Life

Yes, I’m afraid that I have 
some disturbing news for 
you. I’m talking about that 
favorite can of wax that 
you purchased over five 
years ago that is sitting in 
the garage and you still 
have half of it left . . . it’s 
no longer any good! Now, 
before you get all mad at 
me when I say that it’s no 
good, I’m not referring to 
the original quality but its 

current state. It has simply become too contaminated and 
has gone through so many changes that it is no longer 
the quality product that you once knew it to be.

What am I trying to say? Well, you may never have 
really thought about it but your care products, as in wax, 
dressings, protectants, cleaners, etc., become, shall we 
say, a mere shadow of their former selves. They have a 
finite shelf life and may have reached their end!

How did this happen you ask? Many things have affected 
your favorite care products. Let’s take a look at a few:

➠ �Bacteria. These little guys (or gals) are one of the 
worst offenders. Bacteria are everywhere and they love 
to breakdown your favorite care products. Products 
that have a more neutral pH, as in waxes and polishes, 
will generally maintain their original quality for about 
12 to 18 months. Products that are more alkaline and 
therefore are a hostile environment to bacteria, as in 
cleaners, can last for several years.
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Simpson Motorsports Inc.
Jim Simpson

319-351-1269
3577 Perch Dr. SE

Iowa City, IA 52240

➠ �Contamination. When foreign material gets into your 
fine care products it contaminates them. For example, 
when you dip other objects into the care product, such 
as in wiping your wax applicator across the wax in the 
can or holding it on the wax bottle opening as you tip 
it to put some on your applicator, you are introducing 
contaminants (dirt, bacteria, etc.). It can become 
contaminated by simply dipping your finger into it or 
switching sprayers from another bottle. Even leaving 
the cap on loosely will allow contaminants in. Bacteria 
and other foreign matter will get into the product and 
begin to break it down. Products will be less prone to 
contamination if they have a pump, sprayer or disc cap 
that allows you to apply the product directly onto your 
applicator without touching the cap.

➠ �Heat and Cold. Care products that go through cycles 
of hot and cold break down much more quickly than 
those that are kept in a more temperature stable 
environment. How does this happen? By leaving them 
in your garage year round. If you live in a climate 
that has cold winters, well, you know where the cold 
aspect comes from. The heat comes from the hot air 
that builds up in the summer in a closed garage. All of 
these extremes in temperature will affect and degrade 
the chemical composition of every product. If you must 
keep them in the garage during the summer, be sure 
it is well ventilated to rid it of heat buildup. If you have 
a cold winter, take them out of the garage until spring 
returns. If you do have a product that freezes, it is best 
to dispose of it. Freezing alters the product and greatly 
reduces its effectiveness.

➠ �Container Size. When it comes to the size of the 
container, the smaller the container the quicker 
your product will deteriorate. This is simply due to 
the fact that there is less volume for the bacteria, 
contaminants, heat and cold to affect, therefore the 
damage is done much more quickly.

There you have it. Sorry to be the bearer of bad news, 
but knowledge is a good thing. Now go out in the garage 
and get rid of all of those old, stale, ineffective care 
products and treat yourself to some new ones. 

As always, enjoy your ride . . .

Rick Prevette
Prevette’s, Ltd.
www.prevettes.com



Kimberly BMW
 of Davenport

625 W Kimberly Rd
Davenport, IA 52806-5705

One Block West of Northpark Mall
(563) 391-8300

BMWofDavenport.com

The BMW 6 Series Gran Coupe.

The BMW 4 Series.

The BMW X3 SAV.

Driving a BMW is a lot more
affordable than you think.

The best selection of pre-owned 
BMWs in eastern Iowa!

See for yourself at BMWofDavenport.com

The Ultimate
Driving Machine®

Kimberly BMW
of Davenport

BMWofDavenport.com
(563) 391-8300

*Vehicle must be eligible. Contact us for details.

BMWCCA Members can get

$200 OFF
BMW Maintenance Plan Upgrades*

AND 20% OFF ALL BMW ACCESSORIES!!
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