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Calendar of Events:
January-April 2015

Events, club activities, and all happenings BMW

March 2015
March 9
Informal Social
MB2 Raceway
Grimes
March 29
Cedar Ridge Winery &
Distillery Tour
Cedar Rapids (Swisher)

April 2015
April 14
Informal Social
Royal Mile
Des Moines

April 25 & 26
Spring Drive
Iowa & Missouri

May 2015
May 12
Informal Social
Mullett’s
Des Moines

June 2015
June 26-28
Longest Day Driving
School
Raceway Park of the
Midlands (formerly
MidAmerica Motorplex)

Follow us on Facebook and look
for details on upcoming events in
email blasts.
facebook.com/bmwccia

Change of Address Information
Please send your requests for address changes
directly to the National Office at the address below.
The local chapters have to receive this information
from them and cannot change this information
themselves. Please send a note with your proper
information to the National office at:
Roundel, BMW CCA, Inc.
Address Changes
640 South Main Street, Suite 210
Greenville, SC 29601
Or email to: BMWCClub@aol.com (yes, 2”C’s)
Or on the website: BMWCCA.org
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President’s Corner by David Brighton
One of the most
underutilized member
benefits provided to you
as a club member is the
discount on parts and
service honored by the
four BMW dealers who
support our Club. Many
of our members enjoy
working on their own
cars, but as technology
advances, it is becoming
more difficult to do some
of the tasks we performed in our home garages in the
past. It is becoming more important to have the correct
diagnostic tools to correctly repair many of the cars we
love to drive.
Recently, I had the experience of the driver’s side lock
actuator on our X5 become defective as it was sitting
in the parking lot of my wife’s employer. It was a little
upsetting when my wife called me in the middle of the day

to inform me the security system was going off and would
not stop no matter what she tried.
We had the same problem with our 740iL several years
ago, and it was repaired in Fort Dodge, since the distance
to the dealer was prohibitive with a defective security
system. This time, as I was driving the X5 to BMW of Des
Moines, the security system shut down the fuel pump
near Perry. After a long wait for the tow truck, the X5 was
loaded onto a truck and delivered to BMW of Des Moines.
The nice people there agreed that it was probably the
door actuator and would need to spend several days
there until the new part would arrive. I was given a nearly
new 320xi to drive during the time the X5 would need to
undergo minor surgery. The original estimate was a little
staggering. When the 740iL was repaired for the same
problem, I ordered a part from one of our advertisers, had
a local repair shop work on it, although he was hesitant,
and still had to take the car to the dealer to have the new
part “coded.” The moral of the story is, after my BMW
CCA discounts, it was cheaper to have the X5 repaired at
the dealer than the 740iL in my hometown.

Tire Rack Street Survival by Peter Kovacevich
The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
reports that approximately 80% of accidents
among teenage drivers are caused by driver error.
Street Survival helps teens avoid these errors by
providing hands-on experience that teaches them
driving techniques to avoid accidents before they

happen. Watch our website – www.bmwia.org - for
details and to register 15-21 year-old drivers for our
upcoming Street Survival School. The cost is $75
and includes in-car training, lunch, and a free family
membership to SCCA provided by the Sports Car Club
of America.

Thanks to the sponsors of the 2014 Annual Dinner

Performance Automotive, Inc.

Merrill Axle and Wheel
MARCH/APRIL 2015
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Your 2015 Iowa Chapter BMWCCA Board of Directors
There was no turnover on our Board for 2015...
just a bit of shuffling of positions.
We’d love to have you on the Chapter Board
in the future. Currently, our Newsletter Editor
position is open. If you have experience in
this area or do it as a hobby, please contact a
current Board member...we’d love to have you
join us.
Being on the Board doesn’t require a large time
commitment, and you get to help direct the
future direction of the club.

Here is your 2015 Iowa Chapter Board of Directors:
President:......................................................... David Brighton
Immediate Past President:........................................ Fred Bell
Vice President/Communications Director:....... Chris Kjellmark
Secretary:................................................. David Trachtenberg
Treasurer............................................................... Mike Myers
Web Master:....................................................... Manoj Tomar
Newsletter Editor:............................................ Becky Brighton
Social Events Coordinator: .....................................Alison Bell
At Large/Membership Chair: ..................................Rick Talbot
At Large/Driving Events Coordinator:................. Drew Hillman
At Large:.....................................................................Jeff Daly
Governor, Quad-Cities Subchapter:.................. Chuck Gipson

Cedar Ridge Winery and Distillery
Tour - March 28 by David Brighton
Even if you attended last year’s tour
of Cedar Ridge, you will want to see
the new 1 million dollar addition to
the manufacturing area. If you did not
attend last year’s tour, you will really
want to see the tour this year. The
event will begin at 11 am on Saturday,
March 28 with lunch in the Cedar
Ridge tasting room. A tour of the new
and existing facilities will follow lunch
and tasting. All Cedar Ridge products
were manufactured under one roof
prior to the addition. The new addition
houses a new still and several tanks
to increase the capacity. A new grain
silo for storing grain from local farmers
has also been added, so that grain is
stored as it is delivered.
Hope to see you on March 28. Cedar
Ridge is located just off the Swisher
exit south of Cedar Rapids.
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Spring Drive by Andrew Hillman
Join us April 25-26 for great roads, food, drink, and
conversation on the first overnight drive of 2015. We
will be leaving from BMW of Des Moines and driving
in the Southern Loess Hills to Weston, Mo. Arrive at
BMW of Des Moines at 8 am on April 25 with the
tanks full and ready for an adventure. We will depart
after a short drivers meeting.
The first leg of the trip will take us west to Glendale,
where we will stop for lunch and top off the tanks. After
the tanks have been topped off we will head south
towards Weston. We will arrive in Weston with time
to check into the hotel and freshen up before going
to dinner at the Weston Brewing Company. Weston
is a historic town that was a stop on the Underground
Railroad. The bar at the Weston Brewing Company is
in part of the well-preserved tunnels.
We have reserved a total of 10 rooms at the Saint
George Hotel, 8 queen rooms and 2 king rooms. The
rate for a queen room is $125/night, and $135/night for
a king room. You will need to mention that you are part
of the BMW car club when making your reservations.
Rooms in the block are available on a first come first
serve basis. Any remaining rooms in the block of 10
not reserved by March 25 will be released, so book
your room as soon as possible.

Dinner will be at the Weston Brewing Company
followed by drinks at the bar and on their patio,
weather permitting. The menu at the Weston Brewing
Company consists of traditional Irish pub food, and
you can enjoy that with a glass of one of their beers.
After waking up refreshed, you can enjoy a hearty
breakfast at the Weston Café. Those who wish to
head home can hit the road home, for those who wish
to stay, we can enjoy some of the fun county roads
of NW Missouri. For those who have not driven those
roads, I suggest sticking around, as the end point is
not too far away from the route home.
For more information or questions, contact Drew
Hillman at andrewyhillman@gmail.com. If you are
planning on
joining us for
some good
conversation
and good
roads, please
reserve your
hotel room
before the
March 25
deadline.

Merrill Wheel and Axle Tech Session
by David Brighton
Our spring tech session will be held at Merrill
Wheel and Axle, located at 1403 Walnut Street in
downtown Des Moines on Saturday, March 21
at 10:00 am. After all of the attendees arrive, a
drawing of the cars in attendance will be held. The
winner of the drawing will get a free alignment, as
their car will be put on the alignment rack and used
to demonstrate the services of Merrill Wheel and
Axle. Merrill Wheel and Axle has been a longtime
supporter of the Club and many of our members
use their services to fine-tune their BMWs.
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March Social – Dinner with a
Couple of Kinks! by Fred Bell
The March social event is going to be more than just
dinner – it’s a drive too! We’ll be at MB2 Raceway in
Grimes (1350 SE Gateway Dr. Suite 108). Meet at 6:30
pm on Monday, March 9. MB2 Raceway is an indoor
karting track, using electric karts and movable barriers.
We’ll order dinner in, and have some competition and/
or fun runs on the track for all who care to drive.
These karts are a nice improvement from the previous
indoor karting operation in Des Moines – the electrics
accelerate better, and there are no exhaust fumes to
breathe! The movable barriers allow the staff to create a
new course layout every month or so, which means that
you can have different challenges on successive visits.
Check out their facility at http://www.mb2raceway.com.
You can bring your own helmet (must have clear visor
attached) or use one of their loaners.
Signage to the facility can be hard to spot. MB2
Raceway is in the rear building in a pair of flex-use
retail/industrial buildings set back off of Hwy 141, a little
south of the main part of Grimes. From Hwy 141, go
west on E. 19th St., then right on Gateway Dr. to the
driveways for their complex. If you see a building with
a huge number 1300 high on the wall, you’re just about
there! Drive west along either end of that building to
reach #1350 behind it, then to the northwest corner of
#1350 where you’ll find MB2 Raceway. Let’s go have
some dinner and laps!
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Welcome New Members
Name

City

Stephen J. Exel
Mathew Westfall
Bill Powell
Stacey D. Sholley
Greg B. Isbell
Sachit Garg
Reagan Osborne
Ron Cavanagh

Des Moines
Davenport
Dakota Dunes, SD
Des Moines
Davenport
Marion
Jefferson
Dubuque
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The Driving Events Committee – a national club commitment
One of the lesser-known groups within the national
operations of our club is the Driving Events
Committee. While this can sound about as dry as the
Mojave Desert, their functions are quite important in
maintaining safety, standardization, and fun at club
driving events.
Here’s a portion of what the club Operations Manual
says about the DEC:
BMW CCA supports driving events conducted by
chapters and at events such as Oktoberfest. The
Driving Events program is intended to promote
driver education and safety by providing
a framework for members to improve
their driving skills in a fun and
safe environment. The Driving
Events Committee (DEC) is
responsible for planning and
overseeing the BMW CCA
Driving Events program. The
Committee will:
➢ Update, maintain and
enforce the Driving
School Standards
published in the
Operations Manual.
➢ Create and oversee the
Driving School Instructor
Training programs.
➢ Assist chapters in creating or
improving their driving events programs.
The DEC currently includes a representative from
each of the club’s five Regions plus an appointed
Chairman, an Instructor Training School (ITS)
program coordinator, and an Auto-cross program
representative. All are considered National Service
Officers, like the club national officers and the
Regional Vice Presidents. (Club Racing has its
own organization and National Service Officers;
that program is separate from the DEC). Regional
representatives to the DEC are elected by the chapter
Driving Events Coordinators within their region for a

three year term. Other DEC members are appointed
by the club’s National board of directors when deemed
necessary to cover specific functions or programs.
North Central Region’s newly-elected representative to
the committee is Iowa Chapter’s Fred Bell.
The DEC held its annual meeting at the end of
January, and reviewed selected driving events held
within each region’s chapters to compare notes.
Several changes to the Driving School Standards were
proposed by chapters. The committee considered the
merits of each, and decided which ones would
be recommended to the National Board
for final approval of a club policy
change. A particular focus for the
DEC is the Instructor Training
School program, which has
been hosted by a number of
chapters nationally including
our own. This program adds
a significantly higher level of
teaching skills for the driving
school instructor cadre. The
DEC expects to fund two ITS
events within each region per
year from national club money,
to continue to add ITS-trained
instructors for the benefit of all
chapters in their areas.
What does this mean at the chapter level
– besides competition for the Mojave? It’s a way for
chapters to work together to improve their driving
events programs, which basically cover anything
where wheels are turning except club racing. If you
have an idea from something you observed at a
chapter event, or saw something in the club rules that
you think should be changed, mention it to our chapter
Driving Events Coordinator, Drew Hillman. Chapter
Driving Events Coordinators like Drew work with their
regional DEC representatives to spread the good
ideas so we all keep making club events better for our
members.
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Audi Ice Driving School by Mario Czarnomski
The day started early as I got up at 4 am and was
in the car by 4:45. Roughly 3.5 hours of driving from
my place to the lake in Hustisford, WI. The weather
called for mid to high twenties and some sunshine, so
not bad. I arrived on time to get my group assignment
picked up, and grab a cup of coffee. Right at 8:45, we
had a drivers meeting, where we went through all the
exercises (six of them), discussed some techniques
of driving and left foot braking as well as some safety
details. From there we all got into the cars and drove
to the lake - only a two minute drive. There were six
groups and six exercises. All exercises were marked
on the lake with cones and flags. There were also at
least two instructors at each exercise watching for
safety, letting riders go, and giving tips. Each group
had their first exercises assigned so we all gathered
at the specific exercises. My group consisted of four
drivers. All four of us were Polish (only in America)!
Having only four riders in the group was fantastic
because there was virtually no down time. Each group
spent about 30 minutes at each exercise and then
at the sound of the horn, we all just rotated to the
next exercise. We got three exercises before lunch
and three after. After a one hour lunch break (at the
same place where we registered), we had a short
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meeting to gather some thoughts and answer a few
questions. Upon returning to the lake in the afternoon,
the temperature must have been in the low 30s. At
the spots where ice was drilled to check for thickness,
there were puddles of standing water and the more
cars that entered the lake, the more water was coming
out. A bit nerve-racking observation, but the guys from
Audi club said it was normal and that it does it every
year. The afternoon ended with connecting a few of
the exercises into an auto-cross-like loop. We were
allowed to ride two cars at a time on the course and
test our skills. Not surprisingly, that was a time when
people ended up in a snowbank and they had to be
pulled out by a rope.
Overall it was a good experience and a lot of fun.
Not a fast pace event but a lot of sliding, drifting and
learning how to control the car on the edge of traction,
all around 25-35 mph. What was very interesting was
the ability to clearly detect the moment when tires
were slipping and the ability to correct it at a relaxed
pace without going 100 mph.
I got home by 6:30 pm. It was a long day, but worth
attending. It would be nice to see something similar a
little bit closer than 3.5 hours away.
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QC Sub-Chapter Corner by Chuck Gibson
The Quad City Sub-Chapter of the Iowa Club is
working with Kimberly BMW to boost club membership
in the QC area. The dealership has agreed to provide
a one year BMWCCA membership with the purchase
or lease of any new or pre-owned BMW. This process
will be applied when a purchaser becomes a member
of the club and submits their proof of membership and
a receipt back to the dealership for reimbursement.
This action may serve to boost the membership in the
QC area and lead to events being better attended.
They have also agreed to work together for event
hosting in their showroom.

and more events like this may be scheduled in the
future as the two chapters continue to work together.
We are planning to put together a schedule of small
social gatherings on a regularly occurring basis, as
well as scheduling a few larger events. We plan to
again host a Street Survival event in the QC Area
and will be looking for members to help to make this
a successful event as it has been in the past, more
information to follow.

The QC subchapter is working with the Illinois
Chapter to attempt to bring the two
groups divided by the river
closer together in the metro
area. There was a wine
tasting event held at
the Bass Street Chop
House in Moline Illinois
on Friday, February
20. This was the first
combined chapter event

January Tech Session – Lithia Body & Paint Recap by Fred Bell
We had a surprisingly nice winter day and a great
turnout for the tech session provided by Lithia Body
& Paint in Urbandale. This body shop is part of the
Lithia car dealership group, and is run by MercedesBenz of Des Moines. In addition to serving the local
Lithia brands of BMW, Mercedes, Audi, Volkswagen,
and Acura, they have received certification from other
manufacturers outside of their ownership group.
Our hosts for the session were Scott Long, Mercedes/
BMW of Des Moines Service Manager, and Kevin
Lovell, manager of the body shop. Scott and Kevin
showed off their new facility and state-of-the-art
equipment for paint and repair. The paint booth itself is
a marvel of air flow control, capturing all excess paint
and volatiles to meet environmental standards. The

system is so efficient that no over-spray even stays
on the floor – it’s captured by ventilation ducts below
the vehicle. Other specialized equipment handles
frame straightening and advanced materials welding.
BMW uses aluminum in many body panels and parts
today, so the shop has technicians with the high level
of training needed for the nuances of working with
aluminum. Plastics repair is now a large part of a body
shop’s work as well, and Lithia showed us some of the
areas where they can seamlessly restore plastic parts
to a new appearance.
And since this couldn’t be JUST about technical
stuff, this being the Iowa Chapter, we all trooped off
to the local watering hole afterward for lunch, liquid
refreshment, and conviviality!
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Racer’s Meeting –
Many Track
Improvements Coming!
by Alison Bell
On an extremely snowy Saturday, January 31,
there was a meeting held in Omaha to discuss
the state of our closest racetrack, Mid America
Motorplex. Several hardy Iowa Chapter
members made the journey to hear about
our beloved track. Everyone in attendance
agreed that they were excited for the new
management and wished them success.
New track manager, Keith Ragan, took us
through the many exciting changes that
are coming down the pipe, starting off with
the name. Raceway Park of the Midlands, or RPM
for short, is the new branding of the road course.
You can still find details via the old website, www.
midamericamotorplex.com, but eventually that will
switch over. The drag strip also acquired a new name,
I-29 Dragway, and gains some separation from the
road course. The managers are committed to the
future of the facility as a whole and that means profits
from the road course will go back to the road course,
not the drags, and vice versa.
Keith ran through some of the improvements that are
on the docket for 2015, which include smoothing of
the pavement into the brake zone at Turn 1, replacing
pavement between Turns 2 and 3, replacing pavement
at Turn 4, smoothing the seam in the pavement
around Turns 5 and 6, replacing pavement at Turns 7
and 8, and smoothing the dip in Turns 9 and 10. Their
goal is to do all of the pavement work at once, then
come back to seal the seams and grind down any high
spots that are needed. Weather permitting; the track
surface work should be done by the first events in
April/May. They are also committed to filling the holes
around the berms on apex.
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Some paddock area improvements are slated for
2015 including repairing the pavement between the
grandstands and the concession areas, including
the grid area. They plan to roll out the ground, fill low
spots, and then pave over it. They also will work to fill
the low spots in the paddock area this year and then in
the next year or two, repave the paddock. By the gas
pumps, they are planning to build a 24’x24’ slab to use
as an area to work on your cars with jack stands and
such, until the paddock is repaved. This slab would
then serve as a base for a new pole building to house
the new classroom. Remember how you have to hold
your plate down when eating your lunch or perhaps
Don Van Lengen’s fantastic Saturday night BBQ? This
could be a thing of the past when they build a 30’x30’
pavilion just west of the concession stand, and will
have some sort of roll up or removable sides, so as
weather dictates, we can open or close it.
Fast Fridays and Full Throttle events will continue at
RPM, and we’ve already booked our annual driving
school for the last weekend of June. So mark your
calendars and start planning to come out to RPM…
there’s a lot of exciting things going on out there!

IOWA CHAPTER BMW CCA • www.bmwia.org

Example sale prices for sets of Hoosier R6
track tires we can provide for your BMW:
245/35/18 Hoosier R6: $319.06
225/40/18 Hoosier R6: $309.06
275/35/18 Hoosier R6: $329.06
245/40/18 Hoosier R6: $319.06

Hoosier Tires Direct .Com carries the full range of Hoosier road
race tires at similar savings and is located in the Des Moines, IA
area. We will meet or beat any advertised prices for Hoosier R6
track tires. Please visit us online at www.hoosiertiresdirect.com

255/35/18 Hoosier R6: $329.06
235/35/19 Hoosier R6: $339.06
285/30/18 Hoosier R6: $339.06
265/35/19 Hoosier R6: $349.06
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The Joys of Detailing
Interior Vinyl & Leatherette Care
Interior vinyl and
leatherette takes a lot
of abuse and is often
forgotten when it comes to
car care. Various forms of
vinyl are found readily in
the door panels, the dash
and some of our older
cars have vinyl seats.
Leatherette, which is a
form of artificial leather
that is usually made by
covering either a natural
or a synthetic fiber base with a plastic such as PVC, can
often be found in the seats, arm rests and consoles.
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Most plastics are very rigid by nature. In order to soften
them and give them a better look and feel inside your
ride, plasticizers are added in order to make them softer
and more flexible.
Besides the attack of the normal everyday dirt, grime and
dust, the vinyl and leatherette is taken to extremes by the
UV (ultra violet) light and heat of the sun as well as the
cold temperatures of the winter. The UV rays from the
sun attack these surfaces and cause the plasticizers to
evaporate. Over time, as they evaporate due to the sun
and heat, the vinyl and leatherette surface is left hard,
brittle and cracked. That foggy film that you often notice
on the inside of your windows is partially caused by the
evaporation of these plasticizers.

IOWA CHAPTER BMW CCA • www.bmwia.org

What can you do? Your first task is to clean the surface.
What you do not want to do is apply a protectant directly
over the dirt and grime and seal it in. You will want to
use a cleaner that was designed to clean vinyl and
leatherette. Use of the wrong cleaner, such as dish soap
or some of the more harsh everyday cleaners will actually
dull the finish and remove the sheen. Your cleaner
should deep clean and not leave behind a film that could
prevent the protectant from penetrating into the vinyl and
leatherette. A microfiber pad or microfiber towel works
well as the surfaces are often not perfectly smooth and
have some grain or texture to them. The microfiber will
reach into the texture to remove the dirt and grime. If you
have difficulty cleaning the textured surface, use a soft
brush such as horsehair to safely scrub the area clean.
In addition to a regular cleaning, it becomes very
important to apply a good quality protectant. The
protectant coating will greatly reduce fading and will keep
the plasticizers from evaporating to keep the vinyl and
leatherette soft and flexible. It is worth noting that some
of the cleaners also have a UV protectant in them. What
this means is that if you do not want to perform a two step
process, as in clean and then apply a protectant, these
cleaners will in one step remove the dirt and grime and
leave a UV protective coating behind.
A poor quality protectant can actually age the vinyl and
leatherette due to harsh ingredients that are used where
the goal is just simply to look nice with little regard given
to the life of the dash or seat. A high quality protectant
is typically water based and does not use solvents.

Be aware that different protectants can leave different
sheens on the surface. Some will look very natural as
though nothing was applied, others will leave a soft satin
look or even a high glossy shine. Most people prefer to
use a non-greasy formula that will dry completely to a
nice satin finish that will also be helpful in repelling dust.
To apply protectants, I like to use a small foam pad.
Apply the protectant to the pad and simply wipe onto
the surface sparingly. Allow the protectant to soak in for
about five minutes and then buff the area with a clean
microfiber towel. If you notice an uneven look to the
finish, apply a second application as the surface is most
likely very dried out and in need of additional applications
to bring it back.
Be sure to follow this process and clean and protect your
ride’s vinyl and leatherette at least every three months
for maximum enjoyment. In doing so, years from now you
will still be enjoying that vinyl and leatherette look and
feel that you originally had.
As always, enjoy your ride . . .

Rick Prevette
Prevette’s, Ltd.
www.prevettes.com

Simpson Motorsports Inc.
Jim Simpson
319-351-1269
3577 Perch Dr. SE
Iowa City, IA 52240
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Kimberly BMW
of Davenport

BMWofDavenport.com
(563) 391-8300

The Ultimate
Driving Machine®

The best selection of pre-owned
BMWs in eastern Iowa!
See for yourself at BMWofDavenport.com

The BMW 4 Series.

The BMW X3 SAV.
BMWCCA Members can get

$200 OFF

BMW Maintenance Plan Upgrades*
AND 20% OFF ALL BMW ACCESSORIES!!

The BMW 6 Series Gran Coupe.
*Vehicle must be eligible. Contact us for details.

Driving a BMW is a lot more
affordable than you think.
Kimberly BMW
of Davenport
625 W Kimberly Rd
Davenport, IA 52806-5705
One Block West of Northpark Mall
(563) 391-8300
BMWofDavenport.com
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Chris
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Advisor
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Corey
Smith

Sales

MARK ZIMMERMAN BMW
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319-366-4000

BMW
Tech
SALES:

MON-THURS: 9AM-8PM
FRI: 9AM-6PM • SAT: 9AM-5PM

SERVICE:

MON-FRI: 7AM-6PM
SAT: 8AM-12 NOON

Karl
Reddies
BMW
Tech

