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NEWSWERKS is published for the Iowa Chapter of BMW Car 
Club of America.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

National Office
BMW CCA National Office
640 South Main Street, #201
Greenville, SC 29601
1-800-878-9292
bmwcclub@aol.com

To join the BMW CCA or renew membership or change your 
address – www.bmwcca.org

NEWSWERKS is a publication of the Iowa Chapter BMW CCA 
and is no way associated with BMW AG.The contents featured 
herein shall remain the property of the chapter. This publication 
is mailed to chapter members in good standing six times per 
year. The ideas, suggestions and opinions expressed in this 
publication are solely those of the chapter and/or its members.

Please submit material suitable for publication to:  
Nicole Jobst-Smith at: newsletter@bmwia.org or nicole.jobst@
gmail.com

President
David Brighton
president@bmwia.org
515-576-8059

Secretary
David Trachtenberg
secretary@bmwia.org

Driving Events Coordinator/
At Large
Drew Hillman
driving-events@bmwia.org

At Large
Jeff Daly

Governor  
Quad-Cities Subchapter
Chuck Gipson
gipson@medicems.com

Immediate Past President
Fred Bell
past-president@bmwia.org

Vice President/ 
Communications Director
Chris Kjellmark
vice-president@bmwia.org
chris.kjellmark@bmwia.org

Treasurer
Mike Myers
mike.myers@bmwia.org

Social Events Coordinator/
At Large
Alison Bell
alison.bell@bmwia.org

Newsletter/Advertising
Becky Brighton
newsletter@bmwia.org
515-576-8059

Webmaster
Manoj Tomar
webmaster@bmwia.org

Club Website
www.bmwia.org

Membership Chair/At Large
Rick Talbot

Calendar of Events:
July-September 2015
Events, club activities, and all happenings BMW

Change of Address Information
Please send your requests for address changes 
directly to the National Office at the address below. 
The local chapters have to receive this information 
from them and cannot change this information 
themselves. Please send a note with your proper 
information to the National office at:

Roundel, BMW CCA, Inc.
Address Changes
640 South Main Street, Suite 210
Greenville, SC 29601

Or email to: BMWCClub@aol.com (yes, 2”C’s)
Or on the website: BMWCCA.org

July 2015
July 11
Autocross
Iowa Speedway 
Newton

July 18
Annual Picnic
Saylorville Lake 
Bob Shetler Picnic  
Area #2

July 25
Informal Social
Cars & Coffee 
Merle Hay Starbucks  
Urbandale

August 2015
August 16
Autocross
Oskaloosa Airport

August 29
Informal Social
Cars & Coffee
Merle Hay Starbucks
Urbandale

August 30
Iowa Cubs Game
Principal Park
Des Moines

September 2015
September 21-26
Oktoberfest
New Jersey  
Motorsports Park

Follow us on Facebook and look for details on 
upcoming events in email blasts.  
facebook.com/bmwccia
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President’s Corner  
by David Brighton

Thanks to the sponsors of the 2014 Annual Dinner

Merrill Axle and Wheel

Performance Automotive, Inc.

PERFORMANCE 
AUTOMOTIVE, INC.

For the past couple of years, our Board of Directors 
has debated the topic of converting our Newswerks 
to electronic delivery. The pros and cons have been 
debated thoroughly, and currently, we are one of five 
chapters, which do not offer an electronic version of the 
chapter newsletter. After much urging from the National 
office, and a thorough investigation into the financial 
gains, our Board has voted to convert our delivery of 
Newswerks to an electronic method.

With any non-profit organization, using our resources 
wisely is of utmost importance. The current Board 
estimate is about $4000 a year in savings by not printing 
paper copies of Newswerks for all members. Those dollars 
can then be used to support other club events.

Soon, you will receive a postcard from the Board indicating 
the delivery of the electronic Newswerks will begin with the 
September/October edition. If you wish to receive a paper 
copy along with the electronic version, you should notify our 
Newswerks editor, Becky Brighton by email, newsletter@bmwia.
org, indicating you wish to receive a paper copy. After the switch 
is made at the National office, you will receive another email 
from the National office to confirm you wish to receive a paper 
copy of Newswerks.

When the switch is made at the National office, your 
Newswerks will be delivered in a PDF format to the email 
address which you provided to the National office when you 
joined. If you have not provided an email address, you will 
need to update your information on the National website. When 
you receive your electronic Newswerks, you will be able to read 
it online, or print a hardcopy for yourself.

With this change, we are looking to the future, and the Board 
hopes this will be a positive change, which our members will enjoy.
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Annual Picnic – July 18 – 
by Jon Volz

It’s time for the annual Iowa Chapter BMWCCA 
Picnic again!! This year, the venue will be the “Bob 
Shetler Picnic Area site #2.” This is a hidden treasure 
just south of the Saylorville Dam. To get there, 
take the road across the top of the dam west, then 
south and wrap around to the entrance of the Bob 
Shetler Camping and Picnic Area. The roadway 
will wind north and bend right to the east to go over 
the outlet to the Des Moines River, then bend back 
south. Follow this past the camping area entrance 
and this will wind around to the east and then at the 
intersection take a right, there is a sign, just follow 
this about 1/8th mile south and voila!! You have 
arrived at the site of the best picnic in the park.... This 
shelter has ELECTRICITY, good parking, restrooms 
and a playground area nearby.

The date this year is Saturday July 18, and will 
be from noon to 3 pm or whenever we decide to 
leave. Burgers, brats and a veggie option will be 
provided along with a nice selection of beverages. 
So bring your appetite, a side item to share and 
come join in the fun and camaraderie. As an added 
challenge, I would like to start a new tradition, inviting 
anyone who has an ice cream freezer and a closely 
guarded family recipe to bring that along, as we 
have electricity this year to power ice cream makers. 
Please RSVP me if you plan to do the ICE CREAM 
Challenge, so I will know how much ice to bring. 
Mark your calendars and polish up those cars.  
See you in July! Jon Volz (515)745-9948 or e-mail 
me jonvolz@juno.com
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Autocross  
by Alison Bell

In the Iowa Chapter, we have several very 
accomplished autocrossers. However, that is only 
a small group of people, so we are trying to help 

increase interest in autocross. We are, therefore, 
helping to promote the sport by attending local Sports 
Car Club of America events. The Des Moines Valley 
Region (DMVR) has graciously created a BMW-only 
class, so you can compete against yourself, other 
BMW drivers, and against the DMVR folks. Also, we’ll 
have trophies for first, second, and third place BMWs 
overall at the annual dinner!

If you don’t know what autocross is, here’s a short 
synopsis from the DMVR website: “Solo events are 
a way to have fun with nearly any kind of car! Also 
known as autocrosses or slaloms, they are a type of 
single car timed competition, which place an emphasis 
on driver skill and precision. Solo courses are usually 
laid out on large paved areas such as parking lots and 
airport runways. Each driver gets several chances to 
negotiate a twisting course defined by plastic traffic 
cones while being electronically timed. To win, a 
man or woman must be both quick and precise as 
there is a time penalty added for each marker cone 
that is displaced, and victories are often measured in 
thousandths of a second. You don’t need a special 
racing car, or even a sports car, to take part. With 
four categories of preparation divided into 38 different 

car classes, including 24 classes for stock or mildly 
modified street cars, each driver and car competes 
against other cars of similar performance, whether 
it’s a stock economy car, an all out racing car, or 
something in between. In our DMVR events we 
also have separate classes for Novice competitors, 
as well as special Pro, Street Tire, and Vintage 
categories where cars from different classes compete 
together with their times equalized using a nationally 
recognized “handicapping” index. Des Moines Valley 
Region traditionally hosts at least 9 Solo events each 
year, usually on the third Sunday of the month.”

The special BMW class events started Sunday, April 
12, at Adventureland Park in Altoona. There were 
several BMWs in attendance, with first and second 
place in class going to Fred Bell in his 2008 Z4 M 
Coupe and Alison Bell in her 2006 M3 Competition 
Package, respectively. The next events are on 
Saturday, July 11, on the parking lots of the Iowa 
Speedway in Newton and Sunday, August 16, at the 
Oskaloosa Airport. Pre-registration is not required, 
but is highly encouraged (and cheaper!). Register at 
www.motorsportreg.com. Each event has Tech and 
Registration open at 8:30 am and goes until 10:00 am, 
with a track walk at 10:00 am. There is a mandatory 
driver meeting at 10:30 am and first car goes on 
course at 11:00am. Hope to see you there!

Iowa Cubs – Sunday, August 30 – 
by David Trachtenberg

Don’t miss one of our most popular events of the 
year....BMW Club day at the ballpark. This year’s 
game will be on August 30 at 1:05 pm...which will be 
the last regular game of the season.

The Cubs will be taking on the Sacramento River Cats 
at Principal Park in Des Moines. As in previous years, 
we will have two connected skyboxes with both indoor 
and outdoor seating. Tickets are $25/person, which 

includes both ticket and food. We will be showing our 
fine BMWs in front of the ballpark before and during 
the game.

Tickets go very quickly for this event, so don’t delay 
in reserving yours. Contact David Trachtenberg/event 
chair at secretary@bmwia.org. Tickets will be available 
at some other club events, including the July picnic 
See you at the ballpark.



“It is my purpose here to show that such parks are 
needed, that they are needed now; that they should 
have the highest scientific value, and that in Iowa they 
are everywhere practicable.” This was said by Thomas 
H. MacBride – 1896 (He was the 10th President of the 
University of Iowa, 1914-1916).

County parks in Iowa are a jewel that should not 
be taken for granted. We take pride in giving our 
adventure seekers the best possible experience, no 
matter if it’s a few hours, a day, or a week! County 
parks achieve several things that you may not think of, 
such as:

• �Direct effect on your health and wellness: Did you 
know that it is good for you to get outside? You not 
only breath fresh air, exercise, but your vitamin D 
levels raise when sunlight hits your skin which helps 
fight other various diseases (Harvard Health).

 • �County parks affect Iowa’s local economic impact: 
About $851.5 million to be exact (2012 The 
Economic Value of Iowa’s Natural Resources). 
When you go camping, fishing/hunting license, 
participate in an educational program, your money 
is helping going right back to Iowa and helping the 
local economies.

• �Connecting kids to nature: County parks have 
programming that provide kids (and adults) fun 
activities to get outside and enjoy the park, as well as 
all the resources such as play equipment, swimming, 
hiking opportunities and more!

County Parks also providing workforce recruitment 
(over 1,069 employed), social and mental health 
benefits, education, improved water and air quality, 
along with increased outdoor recreation opportunities 
to mention a few.

In the state of Iowa, there are 193,624+ acres that boil 
down to 1,832 parks, natural areas, preserves, historic 
sites, trails & more! With over 70 education centers, 
1,536+ miles of trails, 10,507 campsites, 175 cabins 
in 48 counties, 25,840 programs and events, with 
752,700+ participants….that’s you!

As you can read County Parks all over the state bring 
great benefits to you and your family. Whether you are 
staying in one of our luxury cabins, fishing on our lakes 
or are staying closer to home in your own county, you 
are supporting Iowa.

So get out this summer, make a trip with the family or 
friends anywhere in Iowa.

Find us and all county parks at  
www.MyCountyParks.com

Submited by the Hamilton County Conservation Board

Get Outside by Hamilton County Conservation Board
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The Quad cities subchapter continues to get together 
as a group monthly along with the Illini chapter of 
Illinois. Gathering with the Illini chapter and the Iowa 
chapter has become affectionately known by the 
members as the “monthly mingle,” and has grown 
little by little as the months go on. We appreciate the 
members who consistently attend our gatherings and 
enjoy meeting the new faces that join our group.

The QC group try to schedule the gatherings each 
month alternating each side of the QC area between 
Iowa and Illinois to appeal to as many people as 
possible with a varied selection of places and tastes.

Kimberly BMW has been kind in their interest of 
hosting some tech events in their showroom and 
will work towards putting together with other events 
such as a drive as a beginning or an ending spot. 
The dealer support for new or renewing members 
continues to move forward in attracting members to 

our club. The east coast of Iowa is somewhat sparsely 
populated with club members, so if you have friends 
or family that may be interested in joining the Iowa or 
Illinois chapters in the QC area, have them contact the 
club for more information.

The QC groups are always looking for ideas or events 
to attend, if you have a great idea or have an event 
coming up that you would like us to be part of, feel free 
to contact myself at the Iowa chapter or Jim Hanerhoff 
from the Illini chapter and let us know what types of 
events that you would like us to work on. After all, this 
is YOUR club and we would like to put together events 
that you would enjoy.

jhanerhoff@mchsi.com

Gipson@medicems.com

Quad-Cities Sub-Chapter Corner by Chuck Gibson
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2015 Spring Drive Re-Cap by Andrew Hillman

April 25 and 26 marked the weekend of the first 
overnight drive of the year. Eight people in four 
cars participated in a drive to the Southern 

Loess Hills. The drive started from BMW of Des 
Moines, where everyone checked in and received the 
route. After a short driver’s meeting, the group made a 
stop for breakfast at Cozy Cafe. Over breakfast people 
got to know each other and we all hoped that the rain 
would hold off.

We departed Cozy Cafe and headed west on the 
White Pole road through Adair to our first pit stop a 
couple of hours later in Atlantic. We continued west 
to our lunch stop in Glenwood at the Gridiron garage. 
After lunch, we began heading south, where the roads 
improved but the weather got slightly worse.

The sky cleared coming into Weston where we stayed 
at the St. George Hotel, and were treated to a classic 
car show on Main Street. There was enough time 

between getting settled into our rooms and dinner 
that we were able to view cars and see the local 
shops. The group gathered in the hotel bar, where 
many enjoyed a beer from the local Weston Brewing 
Company. We continued enjoying the local brews 
at the Weston Brewing Company over dinner. After 
dinner, many retired for the night, while a couple 
ventured down to the bar in the tunnels that were used 
on the underground railroad.

The next morning, after a good nights sleep, we ate 
breakfast at the Weston Cafe. We checked out of the 
hotel and had another drivers meeting for another 
short morning drive. Good weather greeted us for 
the best roads of the weekend. Through the hills and 
curves, the cars came alive. We concluded the drive 
near the interstate where people found their own ways 
home.

Welcome New Members
Name	 City
David Splivalo	 Des Moines
Erick Youde	 Ankeny
Ernad Jaskic	 Des Moines
Joby Javellana	 Cedar Falls
Paul Winget	 Johnson
Kent Johnson	 Bettendorf
Jim Baumann	 Davenport
Robert W. Guthart	 Cedar Falls
Craig Porter	 West Des Moines
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Spring 2015 Tire Rack Street Survival by Peter Kovacevich

Comfortable temperatures and plenty of sunshine 
resulted in ideal conditions for the spring Tire Rack 
Street Survival teen driving school held May 9 at the 
Iowa Speedway in Newton. This year’s class joined 
the ranks of over 250 local Street Survival graduates 
since 2005.

The day was a mixture of classroom and in-car 
exercises. During the in-car exercises, Street Survival 
students gained hands-on experience controlling skids 
on a wet skid pad, performing threshold braking/ABS 
exercises and learning about weight transfer on a 
slalom course. This spring, the students also had the 

privilege of taking touring laps on the Iowa Speedway 
oval as part of their graduation ceremony.

None of this would be possible without the generous 
financial support of BMW of Des Moines and efforts of 
volunteers from the Des Moines Valley Region SCCA, 
Iowa Chapter BMWCCA and Schonesland Region 
of the Porsche Club of America. Thanks also go to 
Anderson Erickson Dairy, DMACC, Des Moines Fire 
Department, Interstate Battery, In the Bag, Newton 
Police Department, Newton Water Works, O’Reillys, 
and TIG Distributing, and Wrench n Go.
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Hoosier Tires Direct .Com carries the full range of Hoosier road 
race tires at similar savings and is located in the Des Moines, IA 
area. We will meet or beat any advertised prices for Hoosier R6 
track tires. Please visit us online at www.hoosiertiresdirect.com

Example sale prices for sets of Hoosier R6 
track tires we can provide for your BMW:

245/35/18 Hoosier R6: $319.06
225/40/18 Hoosier R6: $309.06
275/35/18 Hoosier R6: $329.06
245/40/18 Hoosier R6: $319.06

255/35/18 Hoosier R6: $329.06
235/35/19 Hoosier R6: $339.06
285/30/18 Hoosier R6: $339.06
265/35/19 Hoosier R6: $349.06
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The Joys of Detailing
Cleaning Around Lettering and Emblems

It probably comes as 
no surprise but detailing 
is all about, well, the 
details. One of the 
things that set apart a 
good detail from a really 
good detail is simply in 
paying attention to the 
small things that really 
do matter. One of these 
small details is how 
clean the area is around 
your ride’s exterior body 
lettering and emblems.

Lettering especially can be difficult to clean due to 
the typically small size, close spacing and often more 
intricate shapes of the letters. Plus, dried wax has a 
tendency to accumulate in 
and around these areas 
which attracts and holds 
dirt and grime and just 
plain looks unsightly.

Well, I have some good news for you. We do not have 
to put up with our ride’s lettering and emblems not 
looking up to par any longer. Here are some tips that 
will help you with maintaining these areas.

To begin with, very simply, don’t use so much wax 
around your ride’s lettering and emblems. The less 
wax that is applied to these areas, the easier it is to 
keep clean.

When you apply your wax:

• �Use a liquid wax which will 
apply easier and leave less 
residue.

• �Whether you are applying a 
liquid or a paste wax, use a 
small toothbrush sized horse 
hair brush to apply. This 
brush will allow you to get in 
to just about all of the small 
areas without leaving excess 
wax. The horse hair is soft 
and will not scratch the paint.

• Did I mention to use just a 
small amount of wax? It does 
not take much to protect this 
area.

Once the wax has dried:

• �Gently buff the lettering and 
emblems with a clean, thick, soft microfiber towel. 
A microfiber towel with longer fibers will be able to 
reach in and around the lettering easier to remove 
the dried wax.

• �To remove any remaining wax, spray the area with 
a quick detail product and using a clean toothbrush 
size horsehair brush, gently brush in and around the 
lettering and emblem. The quick detail will help to 
soften the dried wax so that you can brush it out and 
it will also act as a lubricant to help protect your paint 
from scratching.
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Simpson Motorsports Inc.
Jim Simpson

319-351-1269
3577 Perch Dr. SE

Iowa City, IA 52240

• �Never use a toothbrush to clean. The bristles are 
designed to clean hard tooth enamel and are too 
harsh for your ride’s softer paint. You will leave 
many, many scratches in the paint with this cleaning 
tool.

• �As you clean, I have found that using a flicking 
motion with the horsehair brush works much better 
than just simple brushing the area.

• �If you are having difficulty removing the wax, you can 
stiffen up the horsehair bristles by simply pinching 
the bristles together from the sides with your fingers 
so that they are stiffer and more aggressive.

• �As you clean with the brush, it is important to 
periodically stop and wipe off the horsehair bristles 
to keep them clean so that they don’t accumulate 
excess wax and grime. A clean brush is less likely to 
cause any scratching.

• �For those very small areas, you can also use a cotton 
tipped swab with a small, pointed tip. Be sure to 
spray quick detail in the area as you clean. 

Now with your really clean lettering and emblems, go 
out and enjoy your ride!

Rick Prevette
Prevette’s, Ltd.
www.prevettes.com



Kimberly BMW
 of Davenport

625 W Kimberly Rd
Davenport, IA 52806-5705

One Block West of Northpark Mall
(563) 391-8300

BMWofDavenport.com

The BMW 6 Series Gran Coupe.

The BMW 4 Series.

The BMW X3 SAV.

Driving a BMW is a lot more
affordable than you think.

The best selection of pre-owned 
BMWs in eastern Iowa!

See for yourself at BMWofDavenport.com

The Ultimate
Driving Machine®

Kimberly BMW
of Davenport

BMWofDavenport.com
(563) 391-8300

*Vehicle must be eligible. Contact us for details.

BMWCCA Members can get

$200 OFF
BMW Maintenance Plan Upgrades*

AND 20% OFF ALL BMW ACCESSORIES!!
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