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Longest Day  
Driving School 
by Manoj Tomar
When - Friday, July 29 -  
Sunday, July 31, 2016
Where - Raceway Park of the Midlands, 
Pacific Junction, IA

Join us for this year’s exciting “Longest Day” driving 
school. We’re joining forces with two of our neighboring 
BMW car club chapters - the Great Plains folks to our 
west, and the Kansas City Chapter to our south!

We’re expecting a huge turnout for all the usual 
“Longest Day” fun and entertainment. This is your 
chance to attend one of the best driving schools 
available in the country. You’ll learn a lot about car 
control, you’ll find yourself much more comfortable at 
speed than you thought possible – and you’ll have a lot 
of fun! You’ll be paired up with an in-car instructor for 
the weekend, plus you’ll have a number of classroom 
sessions to learn more about the dynamics of high-
performance driving and techniques.

So, whether you are an experienced driver or just want 
to significantly improve your basic on-road driving 
skills, whether you have a fully track-modified BMW 
M3, another brand of sports car, or a normal everyday 
economy car, we welcome all driving enthusiasts. The 
“Longest Day” Driving School is the place to be this July. 
Open to all licensed drivers 18 years of age or older of 
all skill levels, and we love novice students.

The host hotel is Country Inn and Suites of Council 
Bluffs, located at 17 Arena, Council Bluffs, IA 51501 
Phone: 712-322-8282. We have a “BMW Club” block 
of rooms reserved at a price of $89/night, plus tax. The 
block is in effect until June 27, after which the hotel may 
change its rates.

Cost for the event is as follows:
A-Solo (Three Day Student) Registration - $399
Two Day (Sat-Sun) Student Registration - $339
First Timers (Sat-Sun) Student Registration - $289
One Day Student Registration - $229
Three Day (Fri-Sun) Instructor Registration - $99

Come on out and have some fun!  Registration and 
additional information will be available on Motorsportreg.
com in coming weeks. 
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AutoCross
by Alison Bell
In the Iowa Chapter we have several very accomplished 
autocrossers. However, that is only a small group of 
people, so we are trying to help increase interest in 
autocross. We are therefore helping to promote the 
sport by attending local Sports Car Club of America 
events again in 2016. The Des Moines Valley Region 
(DMVR) has graciously created a BMW-only class, so 
you can compete against yourself, other BMW drivers, 
and against the DMVR folks. Also, we’ll have trophies for 
first, second, and third place BMWs overall at the annual 
dinner!

If you don’t know what autocross is, here’s a short 
synopsis from the DMVR website:  “Solo events are a 
way to have fun with nearly any kind of car! Also known 
as autocrosses or slaloms, they are a type of single car 
timed competition, which place an emphasis on driver 
skill and precision. Solo courses are usually laid out 
on large paved areas such as parking lots and airport 
runways. Each driver gets several chances to negotiate 
a twisting course defined by plastic traffic cones while 
being electronically timed. To win, a man or woman must 
be both quick and precise as there is a time penalty 
added for each marker cone that is displaced, and 
victories are often measured in thousandths of a second.
You don’t need a special racing car, or even a sports car, 
to take part. With four categories of preparation divided 
into 38 different car classes, including 24  

classes for stock or mildly modified street cars, each 
driver and car competes against other cars of similar 
performance, whether it’s a stock economy car, an all 
out racing car, or something in between. In our DMVR 
events we also have separate classes for Novice 
competitors, as well as special Pro, Street Tire, and 
Vintage categories where cars from different classes 
compete together with their times equalized using a 
nationally recognized “handicapping” index.  Des Moines 
Valley Region traditionally hosts at least 9 Solo events 
each year, usually on the third Sunday of the month.”The 
special BMW class events started Sunday April 17, at 
Adventureland Park in Altoona.  There were several 
BMWs in attendance, Alison Bell and her M3, as well as 
Paul & Nathan Conte and their beautiful 335i coupe and 
Steve Schaffer and his 2007 Z4 3.0si coupe.  The next 
events are on Sunday, June 12 and Sunday, September 
11 on the parking lots of the Iowa Events Center in 
Downtown Des Moines, and Sunday, October 16 at 
Adventureland Park. Pre-registration is not required, 
but is highly encouraged (and cheaper!).  Register at 
www.motorsportreg.com. Each event has Tech and 
Registration open at 8:30 and goes until 10:00am, 
with a track walk at 10:00am.  There is a mandatory 
driver meeting at 10:30 and first car goes on course at 
11:00am. Hope to see you there!  
- See more at: http://www.bmwia org/?s=autocross&x= 
0&y=0#sthash.vAhQMC0Q.dpuf

Simpson Motorsports Inc.
Jim Simpson

319-351-1269

3577 Perch Dr. SE
Iowa City, IA 52240



	 M A Y / J U N E  2 0 1 6 	 9

I O W A  C H A P T E R  B M W  C C A   •   w w w . b m w i a . o r g

Mad/Warren Spring Drive - May 14
by Drew Hillman
Join us on May 14 for the spring drive winding through Madison and Warren counties. We will be partnering with the 
Schonesland region of the Porsche Club for this half day drive. We will gather in the parking lot of the Fairfield Inn & 
Suites on Fleur Drive. Arrive no later than 9:30 am to sign waivers and we will have a short drivers meeting. The Porsche 
Club will join us at 10:00 am and we will leave shortly after their arrival.

The drive will take us through the winding roads of Madison and Warren counties and end up at a restaurant for lunch 
and conversation. After lunch you are free to enjoy the rest of the day. Madison and Warren counties have some of the 
best driving roads, close to the metro area. Join us on May 14 for the drive and be around other car people that also enjoy 
German automobiles.
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The BMW CCA Foundation is proud to introduce the 
2016 BMW CCA Chapter Challenge! As a chapter 
member, you know that the Foundation works tirelessly 
to preserve the very essence of the Bavaria Blue and 
Alpine White badge. We need your chapter members on 
our team as we continue our mission of Saving Lives and 
Saving History! 

Your chapter and member brick purchases will be 
mounted at the BMW CCA Foundation and create a 
permanent legacy of supporting the Foundation. How big 
will your chapter’s footprint be? That’s up to you!  

The 2016 Chapter Challenge is a fun way to raise funds 
for our important programs while bringing recognition to 
all of our supporters. Hopefully, we are able to crown a 
few Ultimate Chapters that reach 100% participation!
 

THE CAUSE
Established in 2002, the BMW CCA Foundation was 
formed as a charitable and educational foundation to 
improve teen driving skills, reduce the rate of teen traffic 
fatalities, and serve as a historical repository of BMW 
materials to inspire generations of enthusiasts.

How we do it:

• Street Survival® saves lives. Since 2003, 19,800 
students have participated in over 820 schools across 
America and Canada where they learned skills that will 
last a lifetime and skills that may save their lives (or 
yours) on the roads.

• The Library, Archive, and Museum saves history. 
In 2013, the Foundation acquired a property which 
neighbors the BMW Spartanburg Plant and the BMW 
Performance Center in South Carolina. With your support, 
this location and the items in the collection will continue 
to showcase the heritage of BMW and inspire car 
enthusiasts for generations to come. 

• The Chapter Challenge is open now (visit: www.
bmwccafoundation.org) and the competition will run 
through the end of 2016. Winners will be announced in 
the first quarter of 2017! Join our Facebook group to get 
up to the minute stats on how your chapter is relative to 
your competition. Together, we will be Saving Lives and 
Saving History! 

Thank you for your support! 

2016 BMW CCA Chapter Challenge
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Simpson Motorsports 
Tech Session Recap 
by Chris Kjellmark
On April 26 we had a tech session hosted by Simpson 
Motorsports in Iowa City. We covered a wide range 
of topics from maintenance to progressive tuning of 
vehicles as your driving skills progress on the track.  
Tim Simpson discussed recommendations for track 
tires and when you should move to them based on your 
driving skill level. We covered some of the problems 
that have been cropping up with newer BMW models 
such as electric water pump failure and turbo charger 
troubles. We also covered the new BMW trend of 
requiring codes to be reset with factory software after 
maintenance has been performed. Tim did a great job 
with answering any questions we could throw at him.  

Tim is in the process of building a track vehicle shown 
in the picture and went through the process of getting 
the right balance at all four corners of the vehicle.  This 
can range from fuel cell placement on an adjustable 
mount to battery location and suspension tuning. He 
is currently working on tying the roll cage into the sub 
frame of the car for increased safety and rigidity.  As 
part of that project we reviewed the customizable ECU 
(Electronic Control Unit) he will be installing to tune the 
engine performance and accessories onboard. One of 
his friends was at the session as well who specializes 
in tuning and programming of ECUs to get increased 
performance from engines. He is going to assist Tim in 
the setup of the electronics on his car. Later that day 
they had people dropping by the shop to have some 
programming done on their vehicles to get a little more 
horsepower. We may have a tech session in the future 
to cover tuning through ECU programing. Overall this 
was a very informative session with everyone who 
attended learning more about the cars we love to drive 
and how to maintain them.
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Hoosier Tires Direct .Com carries the full range of Hoosier road 
race tires at similar savings and is located in the Des Moines, IA 
area. We will meet or beat any advertised prices for Hoosier R6 
track tires. Please visit us online at www.hoosiertiresdirect.com

Example sale prices for sets of Hoosier R6 
track tires we can provide for your BMW:

245/35/18 Hoosier R6: $319.06
225/40/18 Hoosier R6: $309.06
275/35/18 Hoosier R6: $329.06
245/40/18 Hoosier R6: $319.06

255/35/18 Hoosier R6: $329.06
235/35/19 Hoosier R6: $339.06
285/30/18 Hoosier R6: $339.06
265/35/19 Hoosier R6: $349.06



Welcome New Members

Pauly, Mark J.......................................................... Bettendorf

Goodwin, Daniel S................................................. Avoca

Pettorini, David D................................................... De Soto

Fillian, Debbie........................................................ Creston

Feaver, Jon..............................................................Iowa City

Carlson, David........................................................ West Des Moines

Crome, Christopher M........................................... Bettendorf

Turney, Adam..........................................................Newton

Kettlelkamp, James............................................... Bettendorf

Koskamp, Tim......................................................... Ankeny

Ballard, Kory M...................................................... Urbandale
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Hyper Link Ads 
by Chris Kjellmark

We are trying to make the Newswerks even better!  Now that it is in an electronic format, you can click on the website 
address in our sponsor advertisements to go directly to their website.  We are aware that the hyperlinks in the PDF 
version of the Newswerks has not been working on some apple products.  We are working to make sure that the 
links will work for all devices.  When you download this Newswerks, try to use the links to visit a few of our sponsor’s 
websites and if the link is not working let us know by emailing communications@bmwia.org.  We appreciate your 
feedback.



BMW of Dubuque

Doug Warthan
Dealer Principal

Jeff Wilson
BMW Sales Manager

Mark Simmons
BMW Client Advisor

Mike Olsen
BMW Client Advisor

Jay Burgus
BMW Service Advisor

www.BMWofDubuque.com

600 Century Drive, Dubuque, IA 52002  800.373.CARS

BMW of Dubuque has earned 
the BMW North America 

Center of Excellence Award!
The highest ranking combined sales and 

service customer satisfaction.

Come and find out why our 
customers travel from as far as 

Chicago and DesMoines to 
experience BMW of Dubuque.

Brian Decker
BMWMaster Technician

Kimberly BMW
 of Davenport

625 W Kimberly Rd.
Davenport, IA 52806-5705

One Block West of Northpark Mall
(563) 391-8300

BMWofDavenport.com

The BMW 7 Series Sedan.

The BMW 4 Series.

The BMW X5 SAV.

Driving a BMW is a lot more
affordable than you think.

Best selection of BMWs in Eastern Iowa!
See for yourself at BMWofDavenport.com

The Ultimate
Driving Machine®

Kimberly BMW
of Davenport

BMWofDavenport.com
(563) 391-8300

BMWCCA Members can get

$200 OFF
BMW Maintenance Plan Upgrades*

AND 20% OFF ALL BMW ACCESSORIES!!

*Vehicle must be eligible. Contact us for details.
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IOWA CHAPTER BMW CCA
PO BOX 42113
URBANDALE, IA 50323

MARK ZIMMERMAN BMW

319-366-4000
SALES:

MON-THURS: 9AM-8PM
FRI: 9AM-6PM • SAT: 9AM-5PM

SERVICE:
MON-FRI: 7AM-6PM
SAT: 8AM-12 NOON

SERIES X
Chris 
Branstad
Manager

Brett 
Merck
Service 
Advisor

Tyler 
Nesset
Sales

Corey 
Smith
BMW 
Tech

Karl 
Reddies
BMW 
Tech

Paul 
Bixby
Sales


