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Iowa Chapter Annual 
Cubs Outing Recap 
by David Trachtenberg

Hopefully you didn’t miss our annual Cubs game at 
Principal Park this past June.

The event was a sell-out as usual as we watched our 
Cubbies beat up on the Memphis Redbirds 6-1.

As in past years, we had two connected air conditioned 
skyboxes to watch the game.  For those who wanted to 
enjoy the beautiful day, there was also outside seating.

While watching the game, there was no shortage of food 
and beverages.  We dined on the usual ballpark grub 
which included chicken wings/tenders, burgers, brats, 
dogs and tenderloins.

As fans approached the park, they were able to see 
some of our chapter’s finest BMW’s on display... which 
included recent models as well as a few nice vintage 
examples.

This event is always a sell-out,  
so get your tickets early next year.

See you at the ballpark!
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Job Well Done!   
by David Trachtenberg
 
Last year, the BMW Car Club of America introduced a 
recognition program to recognize individuals, chapters  
and businesses for their outstanding achievements.

The awards included:
Friend of BMW
Outstanding Chapter Volunteer
Outstanding Officer
Outstanding CCA Supporter-BMW Center
Outstanding CCA Supporter-Independent Business
Outstanding Chapter Growth and Retention
Outstanding Chapter Charitable Contributions: Financial 
& Hour & Time

For 2015, our chapter had a nominated individual for    
Outstanding Officer in the North Central Region. This 
individual exceeds most or all of the following:
•	 Performs their elected office description above and  	
	 beyond expectations 
•	 Promotes membership
•	 Helps in the planning of Chapter functions/events
•	 Has a vast knowledge of BMW CCA
•	 Attends chapter functions/events frequently
•	 Has a reputation for going above and beyond
•	 Provides articles for their chapter newsletters/website

After receiving many nominations from our region, the 
National committee chose your Chapter President, David 
Brighton, for this prestigious award. If you’ve been to any 
of our events, you know David and know the terrific job 
he continues to do, supporting our chapter and helping it 
to grow and prosper.

You’ll soon see an article in Roundel Weekly talking 
about David’s dedication and this award.

Please join me in congratulating David on a job well 
done!
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Make Someone’s Day
by Bryan McCoy

I was in town Sunday afternoon driving my wife’s silver 
03 325Xi. Since I last updated the vehicle list... I sold 
the 2006 325, and got a couple cars in need of some 
repair. The 03Xi was picked up for Cindy’s winter 
beater. She likes it. Her boss noticed that the winter 
beater is a better car than her daily driver.

The other is an 03 325, suffering from the dreaded 
broken coolant plastic followed by head gasket failure 
condition. Don’t worry, it was inexpensive. We shall 
see how inexpensive it is when it is all said and done. 
You might have noticed that some of the cars I locate 
need a bit of ‘maintenance’... I will bring you up to 
speed on the maintenance activities later.

As long as we are on the car list... In the fall we also 
found my daughter Stacy a 325Xi wagon, which she 
loves.... BlueBelle. But this winter it started not being 
as reliable as one would like. This one is the frustrating 
intermittent EWS lack of engine crank buggers.  More 
on this later. Much learning to be done before this one 
is repaired in the least cost method.

There was also a Ford F150 5.4L located in the fall as 
the son-in-law’s new motorcycle hauler. It is in very 
good shape and only needed an engine. Four wheeled 
vehicles have been coming to my house ‘engine 
optional’ for a lot of years now. The truck was rebuilt 
and delivered to Des Moines just in time for his smaller 
truck to start having troubles. Isn’t that how it goes 
sometimes.

Back to the Sunday afternoon drive. I am stopped at a 
traffic light. Another car comes up beside me.  Nothing 
unusual here. I glance over and clearly see a pretty 
young Mom telling the active young man in the front 
seat a definite “NO”. She makes eye contact with 
me, then back to the boy in the front seat. Normally 
about now I would have started looking at traffic 
and updating the situational awareness status. But 
in two seconds I got three eye contacts and the lip 
reading was pretty easy. I don’t normally read lips, 

but the next few words were clear, “ Don’t Roll Down 
That Window,” combined with her head shake. The 
passenger window starts to move anyway. The young 
head and the mom’s head popping back and forth 
between looking at me and looking at each other. 
Passenger window only gets halfway down, and it 
goes back up. Maybe I will continue to pay attention to 
this situation.

I am smiling large at this point. Mom is smiling too. It 
is clear that we have a mutual understanding of the 
situation. No, we are not going to dangerously launch 
at the light like a couple fools even though it is exactly 
what the boys are looking for.  

My window goes down.

Both passenger side windows immediately drop. 
Apparently, if you push really hard on the buttons 
the windows roll down quicker. Ha. Look at that. Two 
more similar size young men in the backseat as well. I 
get this look from the Mom, “You’re not really helping 
here.....”  

Plenty of squirms and wiggles from all the young 
energy. The light turns green. Mom is still looking at 
me, and at the boys, and at me. Lots of words are 
being spoken. Lots of heads spinning back and forth. 
Verbal interpretation didn’t seem to be required....

I begin slowly rolling forward. Mom notices it is time 
to return to traffic attentiveness. She rolls. We both 
quietly pull nicely out, strong, but in a normal manner.   

And then I leave her. I hold it long enough for the 
Sweet Cackle of the inline 6, then let it drop.

I check the mirror.  

The boys have gone wild. Arms and heads all 
flailing out the open windows and in the cabin.  No 
interpretation required here either. I have MADE three 
young men’s day. And Mom seemed to be OK with it 
too... Really.
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Hoosier Tires Direct .Com carries the full range of Hoosier road 
race tires at similar savings and is located in the Des Moines, IA 
area. We will meet or beat any advertised prices for Hoosier R6 
track tires. Please visit us online at www.hoosiertiresdirect.com

Example sale prices for sets of Hoosier R6 
track tires we can provide for your BMW:

245/35/18 Hoosier R6: $319.06
225/40/18 Hoosier R6: $309.06
275/35/18 Hoosier R6: $329.06
245/40/18 Hoosier R6: $319.06

255/35/18 Hoosier R6: $329.06
235/35/19 Hoosier R6: $339.06
285/30/18 Hoosier R6: $339.06
265/35/19 Hoosier R6: $349.06



Welcome New Members
David Splivalo....................................................................Des Moines 
Rich Hrabak ....................................................................... Fort Dodge 
Daniel Juliano ...................................................................Urbandale 
Alfredo Moreno..................................................................Sioux City 
Gregory Schermer.............................................................Davenport
Louise M. Jirsa...................................................................Clive 
Ronald E. Dacre.................................................................Cumming 
David L. Roman.................................................................. North Liberty 
Chris Bienert ..................................................................... Forest City
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Simpson Motorsports Inc.
Jim Simpson

319-351-1269

3577 Perch Dr. SE
Iowa City, IA 52240
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BMW of Dubuque

Doug Warthan
Dealer Principal

Jeff Wilson
BMW Sales Manager

Mark Simmons
BMW Client Advisor

Mike Olsen
BMW Client Advisor

Jay Burgus
BMW Service Advisor

www.BMWofDubuque.com

600 Century Drive, Dubuque, IA 52002  800.373.CARS

BMW of Dubuque has earned 
the BMW North America 

Center of Excellence Award!
The highest ranking combined sales and 

service customer satisfaction.

Come and find out why our 
customers travel from as far as 

Chicago and DesMoines to 
experience BMW of Dubuque.

Brian Decker
BMWMaster Technician



Kimberly BMW
 of Davenport

625 W Kimberly Rd.
Davenport, IA 52806-5705

One Block West of Northpark Mall
(563) 391-8300

BMWofDavenport.com

The BMW 7 Series Sedan.

The BMW 4 Series.

The BMW X5 SAV.

Driving a BMW is a lot more
affordable than you think.

Best selection of BMWs in Eastern Iowa!
See for yourself at BMWofDavenport.com

The Ultimate
Driving Machine®

Kimberly BMW
of Davenport

BMWofDavenport.com
(563) 391-8300

BMWCCA Members can get

$200 OFF
BMW Maintenance Plan Upgrades*

AND 20% OFF ALL BMW ACCESSORIES!!

*Vehicle must be eligible. Contact us for details.



IOWA CHAPTER BMW CCA
PO BOX 42113
URBANDALE, IA 50323

MARK ZIMMERMAN BMW

319-366-4000
SALES:

MON-THURS: 9AM-8PM
FRI: 9AM-6PM • SAT: 9AM-5PM

SERVICE:
MON-FRI: 7AM-6PM
SAT: 8AM-12 NOON

SERIES X
Chris 
Branstad
Manager

Brett 
Merck
Service 
Advisor

Tyler 
Nesset
Sales

Corey 
Smith
BMW 
Tech

Karl 
Reddies
BMW 
Tech

Paul 
Bixby
Sales


