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Change of Address Information
Please send your requests for address changes directly
to the National Office at the address below. The local
chapters have to receive this information from them and
cannot change this information themselves. Please send a
note with your proper information to the National office at:
Roundel, BMW CCA, Inc.
Address Changes
640 South Main Street, Suite 210
Greenville, SC 29601
Or email to: BMWCClub@aol.com (yes, 2”C’s)
Or on the website: BMWCCA.org
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herein shall remain the property of the chapter. This publication
is mailed to chapter members in good standing six times per
year. The ideas, suggestions and opinions expressed in this
publication are solely those of the chapter and/or its members.
Please submit material suitable for publication to:
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Follow us on Facebook and look for details
on upcoming events in email blasts.
facebook.com/bmwccia
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President’s Corner
by David Brighton

I

thought this year would be the year which I would
not need to get any cars ready for winter storage.
My plan was to sell the 1999 M3, the 1989 325is
and the 2001 740iL in order to purchase an E92
M3. Two-thirds of my plan worked well. By the end of
last summer, I sold the M3 and the 325is so no storage
fees were incurred last winter. The 740iL became my
winter car and the plan was to sell it in the spring. After
putting much time and money into the 740iL, I was not
willing to give it away due to the thousands of dollars
spent to keep it reliable for our many trips to Cedar
Rapids, Storm Lake, Okoboji & Des Moines. But then,
a perfect E92 M3 came calling, and now I am back in
the “winterization” business preparing the E92 M3 for
storage.
Following are some tips I have used over the years
to prepare my cars for winter storage. I now have the
benefit of indoor heated storage, but my procedure is
as comprehensive as when I stored the 325is in an
unheated garage in previous years. The first step is
to wash, wax, clean and vacuum the vehicle inside
and out. I apply leather, vinyl and rubber protectant to
all appropriate surfaces. Then remove all wheels and
clean them from the inside out and apply wheel wax. I

usually paint all the lug bolts. I inspect all suspension
and brake parts and apply rust resistant paint to any part
of the undercarriage which may show signs of rust. Add
a bottle of Sta-Bil to the tank and fill it with fresh gas.
The final step is to fill all the tires to the maximum listed
on the tire sidewall to prevent flat spots while sitting
for several
months in
storage.
Drive it to the
facility and
connect the
battery to
the battery
tender.
It is very
rewarding
for the first
ride of the
spring to be
in a clean
and shiny
car.

Thanks to the sponsors of the 2015 Annual Dinner
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“Jolly Holiday Lights”
Saturday, December 3!!!
by Eric Talbot

T

he Iowa Chapter, BMWCCA will be meeting at Adventureland Park at
5:30pm Saturday evening to participate in the benefit for the Make-AWish of Iowa. This year’s event will be held at this new location (NOT
Waterworks e.g. “flooded” Park) with 100% of the $10.00 per car entry
fee going to grant wishes for Iowa kids. The event will also have opportunities
(your option) to have your photo taken with Santa ( + $10.00) and enjoy a
cookie and cocoa at Santa’s Work Shop. Tickets may be purchased in advance
beginning in November at Hy Vee or Casey’s or online prior to November 22 for
a discounted price of $7.00 per car. https://tikly.co/events/1357
After the club’s drive, we will “adjourn” to a nearby eatery for a casual dinner
and reminisce about the year’s activities, lament about our holiday shopping
experiences and set our sights on 2017.   

SAVE
THE
DATE

DECEMBER 3

We will publish the exact starting location via future club e-mail blast but please
let Rick Talbot (rickminir59@gmail.com) know if you’re planning on attending so
we can have an idea of participants and also, if you’d be staying for the casual
dinner following the drive.

BMW Coding and Diagnostics Tech Session
Saturday, December 10 – 10:30 am

by Mike Meyers

Did you know that your smart phone provides a significant portion of the equipment you may be able to use to
configure features of your late model BMW? Mike Myers will give a demonstration at his home in Vinton, Iowa on
Saturday, December 10 at 10:30 AM. This will be a perfect opportunity to see if this equipment might work for you on
your personal vehicle.
This tech session will take place at 2491 55th Street, Lot 2, Vinton, IA. Contact Mike at treasurer@bmwia.org if you
have any questions in advance of the event.
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Annual Planning Meeting
by Alison Bell

T

he Iowa Chapter is again looking for a few
good men/women to help plan and chair
events in 2017! Have you ever thought of
an idea for an event, but weren’t sure how
to make it a reality? Did we host something that you
enjoyed in the past, but we don’t do it anymore? Come
out to Smokey D’s BBQ on Sunday, November 13
and help us plan the 2017 calendar of events. We
have a party room reserved at Smokey D’s, one of the
best BBQ joints in the state of Iowa. Their competition
winning BBQ has been featured on Guy Fieri’s show,
Diners Drive-Ins & Dives, on the Food Network, and
they’ve won over 700 local, regional and national BBQ
awards! After lunch, we’ll brainstorm ideas, and start to
form the 2017 calendar.
Please RSVP to Alison Bell at alison.bell@bmwia.org
by November 10 to reserve your place at the table. We
need to have a fairly accurate count of attendees so we
know how much delicious lunch to order.
Hope to see you there!

Reserve Your Place on the Bus…to the
Chicago Auto Show Saturday, February 11, 2017 NOW!
What will YOU be doing at 4am Saturday morning….still sleeping perhaps? “Some say” the Stig never sleeps..why should you?
Instead, you have an opportunity to venture into Chicago to see what the auto industry has in store to temp you next year…
and share that experience with 53 other car “enthusiasts”; or car nuts as my wife would say. Trip is open to first 54 to reserve a
seat with their check. Participants are not required to be car club members (BMWCCA, SCCA, Miata Club, MINI Club or other
marques) but those are the groups to whom this trip is being promoted. Spouses/significant others are welcome. The trip would
also make a nice stocking stuffer for the any car nut!
Yep….it’s been three years since our last one-day marathon bus trip (2014) to McCormick Place; home of the Chicago Auto
Show. First staged in 1901 and now featuring over 1,000 vehicles, it’s one of the premier auto shows in the world. It is the
largest in the U.S.
Paid reservations of $85 each is needed no later than January 20, 2017….first 54 get a seat. Here’s how the trip will work:
http://www.bmwia.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Chicago-Autoshow-2017.pdf For more information download here.
For questions, call or e-mail Rick Talbot, 515-782-1429 rickminir59@gmail.com
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Longest Day 2016
by Bryan McCoy

I

had the distinct pleasure of instructing at two
events that the Iowa Chapter was associated
with this driving season. The first was the Iowa
Chapter’s Longest Day Driving School this July,
and the second was the Street Survival class this
October.
I especially enjoyed this year. The weather was perfect
for both events. The students were excellent and quick
to learn, and getting to know the club members as they
helped, worked and participated in these events was
great.
At the Longest Day, I had the pleasure of driving one
of the student’s 560 hp 2013 M5 Sunday afternoon.
What an awesome piece of hardware. I have been
accused of ‘living on the edge’ and I have a little
trouble understanding it. I drive conservatively on
the street. I signal my lane changes, stop at the stop
signs, accelerate gently, leave lots of space between
myself and the car in front of me, and basically drive
as defensively as I can. But on the track I brake quite
deep in the corner. One passenger shouted Praise
the Lord for Saving his Life right after corner one. I
feel a little guilty about it being the owner of the M5,
but I had been trying to get him to brake a little later
and firmer on entering the brake zone all weekend. I
do hope I didn’t scare him too badly. I had given him
a similar ride in my M3 the day before but I guess it
must feel different when it is his $60K bearing down at
over a hundred miles per hour into a true ninety degree
corner. I did four laps with his car. A man’s got to know
his limitations. Besides, I think by that time we had
lapped everything on the track.
At the Street Survival class, the change in the student
attitude is distinct immediately after the first driving
session, and it grows exponentially from there. Their
smiles cannot be wiped off. It is so fun to watch as an
instructor. The kids come in at 8:00 AM, not yet awake
and kind of grumpy with the attitude of, ‘Dad made me
come to this.’ They are sure that it would just be another
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day of watching scary films like they were shown in
the driver’s education class. Yes there are some films,
particularly about driving distracted with the abundance
of cell phones. But in this class they get to drive.
And drive they do. The class starts out with a large
circle skid pad on each end of the parking lot. The skid
pad is prepped with an abundance of dish soap and
spray from fire hoses. You are able to hold a pretty
good understeer condition at about 25 MPH. The
student is instructed to push the car into the understeer
condition, and let it come back down below understeer
so they can feel when the car is starting to slip. If they
get good at this, the instructor has been known to pull
the emergency brake and change the situation from
understeer to oversteer. It is all done very safely. The
student gains confidence, learns control, gets over the
fear of a slide and is able to gain experience in their
control of the situation.
In the middle of the parking lot are two additional
challenge areas. One is a slalom made with orange
cones. The student can feel the weight transfer as the
car shifts back and forth. In this we work with hand
position and passing the steering wheel back and
forth so they never let go of the wheel to change hand
positions. As the day progresses, the slalom gets
more challenging as the cones are set farther apart.
At the end of the day this gets changed to a panic
lane change exercise. In this exercise the student is
instructed to steer away from the light and into one of
the side lanes. It is a white knuckle exercise for them as
the light comes only a moment before they have to turn
away. And sometimes the brain just doesn’t work that
quickly. The cones they are a scattering.
The panic braking exercise is hard braking in a straight
line while driving across cracked corn at about 35
mph. Most of the students have never stepped on the
brake hard enough to feel anti-lock brake systems
work before this class. They have to really romp on the
throttle to get to speed in the limited distance, and that
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hard acceleration can be new to them as well. As the
day progresses, the panic stop is modified to a stop
while turning right into a J turn, still while on corn as a
dry lubricant. More Cone Carnage.
The day continues to change with the skid pad
changing to a figure eight, and the addition of a
tailgate exercise which tests their reaction time in real
life while following too closely (but in a different lane).
The students alternate between class and driving,
and at the end of the day we put it all together with a
continuous route through the course without stopping,
and with their parents in the back seat. The parent of
my college student driver was hoping someone else
would comment effectively on her hand position. My

high school sophomore student drove the parade
lap with her father, and then again with the addition
of three high school football players besides. Oh My.
What a difference that makes in a Honda Pilot SUV.
It was an eye opener for her. The parents stood by all
day watching their tires, gas and brakes dissipating in
front of them, but they all had high praise for the class.
They didn’t even get to drive but many really wanted
to. One suggested that Tire Rack give the parents a
coupon for their next purchase however.
As I said at the top, these were really fun car days.
I am quite proud of the many club volunteers that
made each of these events possible. My BMW hat and
helmet are off to all of you.

Simpson Motorsports Inc.
Jim Simpson
319-351-1269
3577 Perch Dr. SE
Iowa City, IA 52240
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Oktoberfest 2016 – BMW 100th year Anniversary –
First Timer’s Experience by Chris Kjellmark

T

his year’s Oktoberfest in Monterey, California
did not disappoint. This was my first
Oktoberfest. Kathy and I had a great time.
We made a lot of new friends at the event. If
you talk to anyone who has attended O’fest more than
once, you hear people say that seeing friends again is
what the event is all about. Yes, there are lots of great
cars and seminars but it is really about the people. My
wife loves driving BMWs but when you start talking
engines and suspensions she would rather read a
book. I was a little uneasy about whether she would
have a good experience or not. Well she had a great
time and made more friends than me at the event. So
what did we do while we were attending the event?
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We attended the Pirelli Concours at the Folktale
Winery. It was a lovely setting with a large collection
of BMWs of all types and all ages. We got to see Elvis’
507 that had recently been restored by the BMW
Group Classic. I was a big Elvis fan growing up so
this was a lot of fun to see. This was just one of many
exceptional cars. As you walk around and talk with the
owners of these cars you will find some are there to
compete and others just want to share their love of the
cars they brought. We met a lot of new friends while
we were having lunch at this event. We all sat around
the wine barrels that had been made into tables and
traded stories about what got us interested in BMWs
while we ate lunch.
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And then there is Laguna Seca
race track. What a great venue for
motorsports of all types. We went
out to the track every day there
were events scheduled. The BMW
Foundation had some great cars
on display. The cars represented
decades of BMW racing heritage.
And then there was the driving
school participants, BMW club
racing and the autocross events.
We spent time watching them
all. I took over 2000 pictures
while we were at O’fest and the
majority were at the track. Kathy
spent time making new friends
while I wandered around the track
grounds trying to find a
good vantage point
for taking
pictures.

I also took advantage of the
opportunity to take some charity
laps in a BMW M4 GTS at track
speeds. I was smiling from ear to
ear as we went around the track.
The money goes to the BMW CCA
Foundation and the memories you
will have forever. Coming over the
hill on the back side of the track
and only seeing sky on the first lap
is a little unnerving but the second
lap you are looking for references
to make the turn in when you see
track again. Highly recommend this
for anyone who attends an O’fest.
The closing dinner was great as
well. Sorry I can’t remember the
speaker’s names, but if you follow
BMW motorsports racing, you
would recognize them in a

heartbeat. Kathy was able to get
a nice photo of the speakers on
stage. The discussion revolved
around their carriers in racing
and some of the lighter moments
they experience along the way.
We ended up sitting with some
new friends that night, on the spur
of the moment, instead of Iowa
Club members. There was a lot of
good conversation and cheer to go
around. Very enjoyable evening.
As I said in the beginning of the
article, O’fest is all about the
people and new friends, and a little
about the cars.
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2016 Des Moines Concours
d’Elegance™ by David Brighton

T

he Des Moines Concours d’Elegance™ is a premier
automotive exhibition held at the internationally
recognized John and Mary Pappajohn Sculpture Park
Sunday, September 11, 2016 in downtown Des Moines.
The Concours is an invitation-only exhibition of more than 100
vintage and classic motor vehicles, selected to celebrate the fine
art, design evolution and amazing innovations of motor vehicles
through the years, as well as the talented designers and engineers
who created them.
This year’s exhibition was highlighted with a special exhibit of
BMW’s celebrating the 100th Anniversary of the BMW Company.
The Iowa BMW Club exhibit was a non-judged, display exhibit
filled with several cars from Iowa Club members and several from
non-members. It was exciting to see many cars which have helped
shape the history of BMW in the America.
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Tire Rack Street Survival Recap

T

wenty-nine students attended the October
8 Tire Rack Street Survival School at Iowa
Speedway.

The program is in its 14th year having trained
some 20,000 new drivers. A hundred schools were
completed in 2015 and the goal for 2016 is over 125
nationally.
For those of you not familiar with Street Survival,
students received both classroom and in-car
instruction. During the in-car exercises Street Survival
students gained hands-on experience controlling skids

Welcome New Members

by by Peter Kovacevich

on a wet skid pad, performing threshold breaking/
ABS exercises and learning about weight transfer on a
slalom course.
None of this would be possible without the generous
financial support of the Premier Chevy Dealers and
efforts of volunteers from the Des Moines Valley
Region SCCA, Iowa Chapter BMWCCA. Thanks
also go to Anderson Erickson Dairy, DMACC, Des
Moines Fire Department, Interstate Battery, In the Bag,
Interstate Battery, Newton Police Department, Newton
Water Works, O’Reillys, Wrench and Go, and TIG
Distributing for their support.

Name

City

Name

City

Sunder Subbaroyan

Davenport

Gary Botine

Ames

Alan B. Fender	West Des Moines

Brent E. Bierstedt

Urbandale

David Champion

Des Moines

David Letsch

Grimes

Devan R. Donato

Huxley

Ken Naylor

Bettendorf
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Example sale prices for sets of Hoosier R6
track tires we can provide for your BMW:
245/35/18 Hoosier R6: $319.06
225/40/18 Hoosier R6: $309.06
275/35/18 Hoosier R6: $329.06
245/40/18 Hoosier R6: $319.06

Hoosier Tires Direct .Com carries the full range of Hoosier road
race tires at similar savings and is located in the Des Moines, IA
area. We will meet or beat any advertised prices for Hoosier R6
track tires. Please visit us online at www.hoosiertiresdirect.com
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255/35/18 Hoosier R6: $329.06
235/35/19 Hoosier R6: $339.06
285/30/18 Hoosier R6: $339.06
265/35/19 Hoosier R6: $349.06
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Fall Colors Tour 2016
by David Brighton

A

small but lively group of Club members
assembled at The Cozy Café in
Johnston on October 1 to make a driving
pilgrimage to the Amana Colonies. The
group headed north out of Johnston and followed
the winding country roads running parallel to and
crossing the Interstate several times. After driving
some lovely winding country roads and observing
areas of the State most had not seen before, the
group arrived around noon at Oktoberfest in the
Amanas. After searching for a restaurant with an
acceptable wait time, the group feasted on traditional
German food at the Millstream Brau Haus. Following
a great discussion at the family style table, the
participants went their separate ways satisfied about
the day’s drive.

Simpson Motorsports Inc.
Jim Simpson
319-351-1269
3577 Perch Dr. SE
Iowa City, IA 52240
NOV/DEC 2016
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BMW of Dubuque

www.BMWofDubuque.com
BMW of Dubuque has earned
the BMW North America
Center of Excellence Award!
The highest ranking combined sales and
service customer satisfaction.
Come and find out why our
customers travel from as far as
Chicago and DesMoines to
experience BMW of Dubuque.

600 Century Drive, Dubuque, IA 52002 800.373.CARS

Doug Warthan
Dealer Principal

Jeff Wilson
BMW Sales Manager

Mark Simmons
BMW Client Advisor

Mike Olsen
BMW Client Advisor

Jay Burgus
BMW Service Advisor

Brian Decker
BMWMaster Technician

IOWA CHAPTER BMW CCA
PO BOX 42113
URBANDALE, IA 50323

X

SERIES

Chris
Branstad
Manager

Brett
Merck
Service
Advisor

Paul
Bixby
Sales

Tyler
Nesset

Corey
Smith

Sales

MARK ZIMMERMAN BMW
TU"WFOVF4&t$FEBS3BQJET

319-366-4000

BMW
Tech
SALES:

MON-THURS: 9AM-8PM
FRI: 9AM-6PM • SAT: 9AM-5PM

SERVICE:

MON-FRI: 7AM-6PM
SAT: 8AM-12 NOON

Karl
Reddies
BMW
Tech

