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Events, club activities, and all happenings BMW

NEWSWERKS is published for the Iowa Chapter of BMW Car
Club of America.

July

September

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

July 22

September 10

Tech Session - 10 am
Competition Motorsport
Waukee

Des Moines Concours
De’Elegance
Des Moines

President
David Brighton
president@bmwia.org
515-576-8059

July 29

September 12

Vice President/
Communications
Director
Chris Kjellmark
vice-president@bmwia.org
chris.kjellmark@bmwia.org

Informal Social - 9am
Cars & Coffee
Merle Hay
Des Moines

Informal Social
El Bait Shop
Des Moines

July 30

October

Annual Picnic
Des Moines

October 7

August

Tire Rack Street Survival
Iowa Raceway
Newton

August 8

October 15

Informal Social
Rubes
Waukee

August 13

Auto Cross
Iowa Events Center
Des Moines

August 27

Auto Cross
Adventureland
Altoona

October 31-November 4
NOTE CHANGE OF DATES!!
Oktoberfest
New Orleans

Iowa Cubs Game
Des Moines

Change of Address Information
Please send your requests for address changes directly to
the National Office at the address below. The local chapters
have to receive this information from them and cannot
change this information themselves. Please send a note
with your proper information to the National office at:
Roundel, BMW CCA, Inc.
Address Changes
640 South Main Street, Suite 210
Greenville, SC 29601
Or email to: BMWCClub@aol.com (yes, 2”C’s)
Or on the website: BMWCCA.org
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Secretary
David Trachtenberg
secretary@bmwia.org
Driving Events
Coordinator/At Large
Drew Hillman
driving-events@bmwia.org
Immediate Past
President
Fred Bell
past-president@bmwia.org
National Office
BMW CCA National Office
640 South Main Street, #201
Greenville, SC 29601
1-800-878-9292
bmwcclub@aol.com

Treasurer
Mike Myers
mike.myers@bmwia.org
Social Events
Coordinator/At Large
Alison Bell
alison.bell@bmwia.org
Newsletter/Advertising
Becky Brighton
newsletter@bmwia.org
515-576-8059
Webmaster
Manoj Tomar
webmaster@bmwia.org
Club Website
www.bmwia.org
Membership Chair/At
Large
Rick Talbot
At Large
Dwight Olson

To join the BMW CCA or renew membership or change your
address – www.bmwcca.org
NEWSWERKS is a publication of the Iowa Chapter BMW CCA
and is no way associated with BMW AG.The contents featured
herein shall remain the property of the chapter. This publication
is mailed to chapter members in good standing six times per
year. The ideas, suggestions and opinions expressed in this
publication are solely those of the chapter and/or its members.
Please submit material suitable for publication to:
Becky Brighton at: newsletter@bmwia.org

Follow us on Facebook and look for details
on upcoming events in email blasts.
facebook.com/bmwccia
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President’s Corner
by David Brighton
As most of you know, due to change in management
and scheduling at Raceway Park of the Midlands, our
long-standing annual driving school, the Longest Day
Driving School, had to be postponed for this summer.
A mutual date between the management of RPM and
the Board of Directors of the Iowa BMW CCA could
not be reached. In its place, we joined forces with four
other Midwestern BMW CCA chapters to hold a united
driving school at Heartland Park in Topeka, Kansas,
known as the Flat Out Classic. As expected, turnout
from our chapter was small, although it is a destination
track and event for serious track junkies. Although a
successful event in its own right, the distance is far too
great for many of our members to travel for a weekend
at the track. In the future, we may still partner in the Flat
Out Classic and encourage our members to attend, but
it will not be promoted as a substitute for our own event.
Fortunately, for our members, and those of you who
attend our LDDS on an annual basis, we have locked
in dates for next summer at RPM, which will be June
8-10, 2018.
Raceway Park of the Midlands was created to be a
recreational driving facility designed to handle race
cars, street cars, and motorcycles. Many tracks have
the traditional layout with concrete walls, short run offs,
and low visibility for spectators. Most tracks are also
packed full of concrete walls which create the high
possibility of personal loss.

Raceway Park of the Midlands was created as a driver
friendly, yet challenging course which would take many
laps to master. The finished product is 2.23 mile long
racing circuit, a 40 foot wide polymer surface, with
15 turns of increasing radiuses, decreasing radiuses,
long straights, ample passing zones, challenging
switchbacks, and a flat out kink.
We are looking forward to seeing you next summer at
LDDS!

Thanks to the sponsors of the 2016 Annual Dinner
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Tech Session - July 22
by Alison Bell
Competition Motorsport (CMS for short) is a
manufacturer and retailer of high-end, high
performance products for the racer, track-day
enthusiast, and exotic car owner. Run by racing and
car enthusiasts, CMS is focused on offering the very
best brands and products at the most competitive
prices, backed up by industry-leading service and
support. Offering a full line of equipment for racing
drivers and cars, exotic exhausts, roll bars, powderand ceramic coating services, a growing line of carbon
fiber parts, and much more, Competition Motorsport is

the go-to supplier
to customers
across the country
and around the world.
CMS recently became an Authorized Dinan Dealer,
and are currently in the process of building a BMW
M2 and M4! Come out for Cars & Coffee at 9:00 am
on July 22. Located at 1050 SE Olson Dr. in Waukee.
In the meantime, check them out on the web at www.
competitionmotorsport.com or feel free to give them a
call at 844-438-7244.

IOWA CUBS!
IT’S COMING SOON
---Tickets Are Going Fast

Don’t miss this exciting event.
by David Trachtenberg

AUGUST
27

One of our most popular events will be
Sunday, August 27. Don’t miss the BMW
Club Day at Principal Park.
Our Cubbies will be taking on the
Memphis Redbirds at 1:08 pm. As
in previous years, we will have two
connected skyboxes with both indoor and
outdoor seating.
Tickets are $25/person, which includes
both ticket and food. We will be showing
our fine BMW’s in front of the ballpark
prior to and during the game.
Reserve your tickets by contacting David
Trachtenberg/event chair at: secretary@
bmwia.org. Tickets will also be available
at the club picnic on July 30.
See you at the ballpark.
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ANNUAL
CLUB PICNIC

JULY

SUNDAY, JULY 30
by Jon Volz

Greeting all you BMW/CCA members, it’s time to mark
your calendar for The Annual Club Picnic, Sunday,
July 30, from 12:30 til 4pm. This year we will be
using the “Bob Shetler Picnic Area #2.” The shelter is
just south of The Saylorville Dam. We will be grilling
burgers, brats, chicken & veggie patties. New this
year we will be adding some pulled pork from Smoky
D’s. The club will provide plates and plastic service,
some great potato salad and cole slaw. We will also
have some iced coolers with bottled water, a variety of
sodas and beer. (Full disclosure) if you have a favorite
that would spoil your day without it, feel free to bring

30

it along. Also if you have a favorite salad or dessert,
bring it along. That’s what makes a great picnic. I will
also be bringing a batch of homemade ice cream and
invite anyone else with a love of this great summer
treat to mix up a batch as well. There are electrical
outlets available, so no need to have to hand crank!
This is always a great time to relax and enjoy some
social time with our club members. Anyone who will be
bringing ice cream please RSVP me at jonvolz@juno.
com.
SEE YOU THERE ! ! !

Spring Drive 2017 Recap
by David Brighton
An eager group of Club members gathered early at
BMW of Des Moines for donuts and coffee on April
29 before our Annual Spring Drive. Giving members
ample time to view and admire the new BMWs in
the showroom, the group left the parking lot and
headed north to Madrid.
Leaving Madrid, the group of BMWs, and a
couple other brands, snaked its way northward
along the Des Moines River Valley and Dragoon
Trail toward Dolliver State Park. Finally reaching
Highway 20 near Fort Dodge, the group zipped
toward Webster City for a satisfying lunch at

the 2nd Street Emporium. Following lunch, the
members made their way toward the Hemken
Museum in Williams, Iowa. Following a welcome
from Peter Hemken, the group wandered about
and viewed the fine collection of vintage American
iron featuring convertibles of marques ranging from
Chevys to Lincolns to Hudsons to Packards from
1947 and 1948. For good measure, a couple of
Mercedes and a Rolls-Royce are also included in
the collection. The cars comprise the nucleus of the
collection of Daryl Hemken. After much interaction
and recollection of previous years, the members
made their way back home.
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Don’t “Wine” if you Missed this Event!
by Alison Bell
On Tuesday, June 6, ten Iowa Chapter members
met at the invitation of Johnston WineStyles store
owners Allan and Gina Graham, to sample a variety
of six wines (three whites and three reds). As a wine,
beer, cheese, chocolate and gift store, WineStyles is
distinctive in that it arranges its wines in the store not
by wine varietal but rather by the character (or “Style”)
of the wine. Hence you will find wines grouped by say
“Crisp,” or “Silky,” Fruity” or “Bold” without reference to
Cabernet, Riesling or Chardonnay wine varietals. This
makes finding wines similar to those you already enjoy,
simpler. WineStyles also offers several membership
clubs oriented to Wine, Beer and Cheese lovers where
each month, members receive selections in their
particular club’s offerings and at other times, in store
discounts and tastings.

d
wine glasses an
Hmmm... empty
!
have been good
t
us
m
s
e
plat

6

NEWSWERKS

The tasting, hosted by Mitch, began with a nice
German Riesling (how appropriate for our club!)…a
perfect starter for the warm evening. We were given
a brief overview of each wine and a sampling to
swirl, sniff and taste. Many took advantage of the
small cheese plate and individual pizzette offerings to
accompany their wine tasting. One couple had their
first experience of sampling a red wine accompanied
by a delicious dark chocolate truffle (Bold red wines
and dark chocolate - Yum!).
Thanks again to Allan and Gina for making this event
possible for club members and to Mitch and his
assistant Molly for serving us.
For more information about WineStyles, see their
webpage here: http://www.winestylesjohnston.com/
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4th Annual Flat Out Classic Recap
by Manoj Tomar
The 4th annual Flat Out Classic
High Performance Driving School
was held at Heartland Park,
Topeka, Kansas from June 9-11,
2017. The Flat Out Classic (FOC)
featured several events for a
diverse group of auto enthusiasts.
From high-performance driving
school to autocross and car show,
FOC offered a little something for
everyone.
The Heartland Park (HPT) road
course features 16 turns, and is
2.5 miles in length. The course
features several signature corners
and elevation changes across the
course. It also has great safe, runoff areas - should they be needed.
This is a purpose-built pro course,
designed for road course driving.
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The HPT track surface underwent
a complete makeover this
past winter so it was a perfect
opportunity to drive the freshly
repaved track. For those of us who
have been to RPM track located
near Glenwood, Iowa, elevation
changes made it an interesting,
challenging, but very rewarding
drive.
While BMW was the featured
marque other brands such as
Porsche, Corvette, Ford, MINI,
Pontiac, Subaru and Volkswagen
were well represented.
Our host hotel this year was the
Super 8 at Forbes Landing. With
Heartland Park located only a
stone’s throw from the hotel, it was
a convenient location with ample

amenities. The hotel also offered a
special event rate just for our FOC
participants!
An event like FOC requires
methodical preparation and
resources from multiple chapters.
The Great Plains, Iowa, Kansas
City, Sunbelt and St. Louis
chapters of the BMW Car Club of
America joined forces to make this
event a fun weekend.
All driving schools take a group
of dedicated volunteers to make
it happen and FOC was no
exception. Many volunteers from
participating chapters spent
countless hours to put together a
well organized, educational, and
fun driving school. Many thanks to
all who helped out!

IOWA CHAPTER BMW CCA • www.bmwia.org
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What Do Cinderella, Darth Vader and
the Avengers Have in Common?
by Rick Talbot
ANSWER: These were the customer names given
to those who dined at Moo’s BBQ in Newton prior to
Saturday night’s chapter outing on June 17 at the Valle
Drive-In in Newton, IA.
We were fortunate in that the threatening weather
avoided Newton and those who attended had an
enjoyable evening out. On the horizon, we did see a
nice double rainbow. There was some discussion of
“chasing it” to see what new BMW might be found at
its endpoint but we didn’t dare want to lose our parking
spots at the Valle Drive-In. Iowa Chapter members
met up with a great couple from the Michiana Chapter
who were visiting relatives in the area. We were happy
to meet Jeff and Carol Paxhia and had a great time
sharing BMW related stories and updating them on
Iowa Chapter activities. They own two BMWs; a X3
and a 135i and are considering relocating to the
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central Iowa area in the future. It was Carol’s first ever
“adventure” to a drive-in movie theater!
It was surprising that the Valle concession stand sold
anything to our group after all enjoyed some great BBQ
at Moo’s. Pork and beef brisket sandwiches and ribs
were consumed….and even a couple of Thelma’s ice
cream sandwiches topped off the meal.
How appropriate that the featured movie was the
recently released, Cars3. Fun for “kids” of all ages…
after all..we all still play with cars right? The second
movie was Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Men Tell No
Tales.
While it was a small group, we enjoyed the evening out.
If this sounds like something you’d like to see repeated,
please let any of your Iowa Chapter Board members
know.
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Welcome New Members
Daniel Juliano..................................................................................... Urbandale
Joe Tharpe........................................................................................... State Center
Dakota Smith....................................................................................... Epworth
Robert Dickelman............................................................................... Johnston

Simpson Motorsports Inc.
Jim Simpson
319-351-1269
3577 Perch Dr. SE
Iowa City, IA 52240

12

NEWSWERKS

IOWA CHAPTER BMW CCA • www.bmwia.org

Example sale prices for sets of Hoosier R6
track tires we can provide for your BMW:
245/35/18 Hoosier R6: $319.06
225/40/18 Hoosier R6: $309.06
275/35/18 Hoosier R6: $329.06
245/40/18 Hoosier R6: $319.06

Hoosier Tires Direct .Com carries the full range of Hoosier road
race tires at similar savings and is located in the Des Moines, IA
area. We will meet or beat any advertised prices for Hoosier R6
track tires. Please visit us online at www.hoosiertiresdirect.com

255/35/18 Hoosier R6: $329.06
235/35/19 Hoosier R6: $339.06
285/30/18 Hoosier R6: $339.06
265/35/19 Hoosier R6: $349.06
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BMW of Dubuque

www.BMWofDubuque.com
BMW of Dubuque has earned
the BMW North America
Center of Excellence Award!
The highest ranking combined sales and
service customer satisfaction.
Come and find out why our
customers travel from as far as
Chicago and Des Moines to
experience BMW of Dubuque.

600 Century Drive, Dubuque, IA 52002 800.373.CARS

Doug Warthan
Dealer Principal

Jeff Wilson
BMW Sales Manager

Mark Simmons
BMW Client Advisor

Mike Olsen
BMW Client Advisor

Jay Burgus
BMW Service Advisor

Brian Decker
BMWMaster Technician

IOWA CHAPTER BMW CCA
PO BOX 42113
URBANDALE, IA 50323

X

SERIES

Chris
Branstad
Manager

Brett
Merck
Service
Advisor

Paul
Bixby
Sales

Tyler
Nesset

Corey
Smith

Sales

MARK ZIMMERMAN BMW
TU"WFOVF4&t$FEBS3BQJET

319-366-4000

BMW
Tech
SALES:

MON-THURS: 9AM-8PM
FRI: 9AM-6PM • SAT: 9AM-5PM

SERVICE:

MON-FRI: 7AM-6PM
SAT: 8AM-12 NOON

Karl
Reddies
BMW
Tech

