





President’s Corner
by David Brighton

As you may have discovered lately, | have been writing
about facts pertaining to our lowa BMW Club that may
not be known or apparent to all of our members. This
month | will address two little-known club topics.

Our lowa BMW CCA Board of Directors voted to add
a web store to our website allowing our members the
option to purchase merchandise with the lowa BMW
CCA logo embroidered. At the bottom of our homepage,
you will notice a box labeled “BMW Club Merchandise”
By clicking on this box, you will be redirected the Lands’
End secure web store. From there, you will have the
option to place our lowa BMW CCA logo on thousands
of items found in the Land’s End catalog. Your order of
lowa Club merchandise will be shipped directly to you
from the manufacturer.

The second topic is one of member recruitment. In
order to keep our club viable and an asset to local BMW
owners, we must constantly recruit new members as
older or non-interested members leave the club. Often,
you may run into a BMW owner when we are out in
public, and proclaim the advantages of belonging to
the lowa BMW CCA. It has always been difficult to help
strangers get registered to become a new member, but
the National office has just put in place a method to
make this process easier for current members. The first
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step is to log into your account on the National website
and print out your membership card. The back of this
card includes a type of barcode in which a potential new
member can scan with their cell phone or other mobile
device. If a member joins by scanning the code, each of
you will automatically be given credit in the membership
drive!

Hope to see you at one of our events soon.

Thanks to the sponsors of the 2016 Annual Dinner
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2018 Annual Meeting and

Awards Banquet
February 24

The 2018 Annual Meeting and Awards Banquet will
be held February 24 at Christopher’s, located at 2816
Beaver Avenue, Des Moines, lowa.

Our speaker this year will be Mike Renner from the
BMW Performance Center with locations in Greenville,
South Carolina and Thermal, California.

Mike is a professional driver for BMW and is
responsible for corporate sales and the BMW
Performance Center in Greenville, South Carolina. He
began racing in 1983 and has competed in a variety
of classes including GT, showroom stock, improved
touring and sports racers for the past 27 years. He
started instructing at the BMW Performance Center
just after it’s opening in the fall of 1999 and his list of
trainees includes new drivers, racers, F.B.l. agents and
Secret Service members who are assigned the task
of presidential protection. Mike received international
instructor certification in basic, advanced, advanced M
vehicles, intensive, perfection, and racetrack. Included
in Mike’s duties as a driver for BMW is the opportunity
to drive BMW racecars from their historic fleet.

For more information

on Mike, check

out this site:
http://carsyeah.com/ourportfolio/
mike-renner/

Christopher’s has been a Des
Moines tradition for over 50
years. On February 1, 1963,
Joe and Red Giudicessi
became the owners of a quaint restaurant in the
Beaverdale area of Des Moines. Under their steady
watch, Christopher’s has become one of Des Moines’
favorite locations.

Christopher’s is known for its excellent Italian-American
cuisine, friendly staff and an atmosphere fitting of any
occasion.

The social hour will begin at 6:00 pm with dinner

to follow at 6:30 pm. Cost for this year’s dinner and
awards banquet will be $40. Registration will be by mail
or on-line through our website. More information about
on-line registration can be found at www.bmwia.org.

For more information, please contact David Brighton at
president@bmwia.org or 515-570-5549.

2018 Annual Meeting and Awards Banquet Reservation Form
Saturday, February 24, 2018 at Christopher’s, Des Moines
Mail reservation to: lowa Chapter, BMW CCA, PO Box 42113, Urbandale, IA 50323
Pay for your reservations through www.bmwia.org — or mail in your check to the address above.

Reservations are due by February 14. Total numbers of reservations at $40

Name

Membership #

Name

Membership #

Enclosed is my check for $

Name

Membership #

Name

Membership #

payable to lowa Chapter, BMW CCA

Please specify dietary needs (e.g., vegetarian, gluten free):
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2018 Annual
Chili/Karting Event

January 21

The lowa BMW Car Club will once again sponsor a
winter Chili/Karting event at MB2 Raceway in Grimes
on January 21 starting at noon. This has been an
exciting event the last several years with a great
selection of chilies and hot racing on the go-kart track
among our members. Feel free to bring your favorite
chili or side to share.

On the track, racers will reach speeds up to 45 MPH,
with safety an important factor.

MB2 Raceway provides an indoor track with a party

room. This event is for racers and spectators alike. For more information, check this site:
Bring your helmet, or use a loaner, and try to match http://www.mb2raceway.com/, or contact David
speeds with the some of the best drivers in our Club. Brighton at 515-570-5549.

Ballot for Elections

lowa Chapter BMW CCA Ballot 2018
All members and associate members in good standing may cast a ballot.

Mail your completed ballot to:
lowa Chapter BMW CCA

PO Box 42113

Urbandale, IA 50323

2018 Board of Directors Directors-at-Large
_____ President: David Brighton, Fort Dodge __ Alison Bell, Waukee
___ Vice President: Christ Kjellmark, Indianola ______ Dwight Olson, Cedar Rapids
_____ Treasurer: Mike Myers, Vinton __ Eric Talbot, Urbandale
_____ Secretary: David Trachtenberg, Des Moines _____Drew Hillman, West Des Moines

Member Name:
Membership #:
Write-in nominations:

We welcome any member or associate member to join the board!
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WE’RE BACK-2018 Longest Day Driving School
June 8-10

After taking a one year hiatus, the Longest
Day Driving School is back. Unfortunately,
due to management changes at Raceway
Park of the Midlands, we were unable to
offer our members our traditional driving
school last year, but a new improved 2018
version of LDDS is in the planning stages,
and will be one you won’t want to miss.

We will have some new exciting added
features, which will be unveiled in an
upcoming issue, but the traditional version
of the school will consist of the best driving
instructors in the Midwest helping you
improve your driving skills. Our driving
school matches each student to an
instructor which provides one-on-one on-
track instruction in order to help improve
your driving ability. No matter how much or
how little experience you have behind the wheel, on the street or on the track, our driving schools will make you a
better driver.

Whether your goal is to learn to drive more safely and confidently on the street or the track, our program is custom
tailored to each participant. Your instructor will assess your skills, set priorities, and work with you in the car.

Our school is one of the finest and safest in the country thanks in large part to our experienced instructors and
our choice of Raceway Park of the Midlands (RPM) as our host track. Registration will be soon open on

our website. If you would like more information, or to volunteer at LDDS, please contact David Brighton at
dwbrighton @ gmail.com.
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Earlier this year | had the opportunity to participate in my
second BMW Performance Driving School at the BMW
Performance Center in Spartanburg, SC. What a blast!! My
first one a couple years ago, was the one day school where |
learned great driving skills in 2, 3 and 4 series, turbo version
BMWs. We did everything from accident avoidance to skid
pad to timed oval to timed mini-road course on their awesome
track there, with an instructor giving us guidance by radio.
That was after a couple of classroom sessions in the morning.
Turns out | put to use what | learned only a couple months later
when back here in Cedar Rapids heading home in my then
328 sedan when another driver ran a stop sign and was less
than 50 feet in front of me when I saw him. | was headed to
broadside him with no hope my brakes would stop me in time,
so | did the evasive maneuver we learned in the School and
may have saved his life, still hitting him but a glancing blow to
his rear door rather than a hard hit to his driver door. Wow!
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So, this summer when | had the rare opportunity to participate
in the M-Level Performance Driving School back in
Spartanburg, | jumped at the chance. | drove M2s, M3s and
M4s at a higher yet level of excitement, speeds and learning.
Some of the same lessons, plus we did some 1+ mile full track
speed timed laps too where we learned even more about
braking, cornering and overall performance. | honestly was
even more pumped!!

The BMW Performance Center Schools are some of the best
in the world in my opinion, with over 12 highly experienced real
race drivers, and in some cases champions of major races.
The facility was outstanding, and hopefully the picture gives
you some idea of the BMW Ultimate Driving Machines the
students get to “exercise”. If you have the opportunity, take
advantage of the opportunity. | can’t wait for “A dream come
true — Part Three”!
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lowa Chapter BMWCCA
Members Among Over 400
Attendees

By Rick & Kathy Talbot

Fifteen of the chapter's members spent Halloween and
early November at BMWCCA’s Annual Party known
as Oktoberfest. Sponsored activities spanned a broad
range of events from autocross, adult “driver's ed” aka

Car Control Clinic, high performance driving schools
at NOLA Motorsports Park, a TSD road rally, photo
contest, concours and lunch at the golf course, a fun
rally, and karting. The many commercial sponsors
provided additional opportunities to attend product
seminars throughout the week in the vendor’s area.
How ‘bout back-to-back tire comparison drives in
Michelin sponsored BMW M cars testing their new
product against a competitor? Attend a car care
clinic? Or take a charity ride in a BMW around NOLA
Motorsports Park courtesy of professional drivers
such as BMW Performance Center’'s Mike Renner?
(lowa Chapter’s guest speaker February 24, 2018 at
the Annual Dinner at Christopher’s - see the article
elsewhere in this issue of NewsWerks).

New Orleans itself presented many other opportunities
for attendees to explore on their own.....a paddle
wheeler cruise on the Mississippi, a plantation tour,
Bourbon Street and many dining out activities. The
lowa Chapter contingent met Thursday night for dinner
at one of New Orlean’s local favorite Louisiana Seafood
restaurants, Felix’s.

The week featured a number of great social gatherings.
A Halloween Welcome Dinner kicked off the sponsored
social activities on Tuesday night. lowa Chapter
members appeared as escaped convicts (Gerbers),

F1 gathering of fans, pit workers and grid girl (Bells &
Talbots); Star Wars heros (Van Lengens) and Gangster
& Flapper duo (Rupps). Wednesday night found us

all in the French Quarter at Jackson Square dining at
Muriel’s (highly recommend for future New Orleans’s
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visitors); Thursday was a fun Casino Night right at
the host Hyatt hotel; Friday found us all at NOLA
Motorsports Park enjoying the event’'s awards
ceremony and some fine barbecue and finally, we all
gathered Saturday night at the National World War
Il Museum in the US Freedom Pavilion - The Boeing
Center. We dined under the wings of a restored
North American B-25 Mitchell, a Boeing B-17 Flying
Fortress, a General Motors TBM Avenger, a Chance
Vought F4U Corsair, a Douglas SBD Dauntless and
a North American Aviation P-51 Mustang; all actual
warplanes suspended from the ceiling. If you're
EVER in New Orleans, it is a “must see” destination.
( https://www.nationalww2museum.org/ ). There we
dined on Filet Mignon and listened to a live 40’s era
band accompanied by the Victory Belles, who did a
wonderful Andrews Sisters tribute show.

lowa Chapter members participated in virtually all
the on and off-track O’Fest activities, won trophies in
some events (Photo Contests - The Bells; TSD Rally
- Gerbers; Autocross -Bells and Gerbers; Gymkhana
- Gerbers)...while others maxed out points in the
TSD rally (NOT the objective!), the Talbots. Alas....
none of the BMWCCA Raffle BMW cars were won
by lowa Chapter members this year...maybe next
year!

Allin all, attending a BMWCCA Oktoberfest is
ALWAYS a great time among car-loving friends. In
2018, O’Fest will be in Pittsburgh, PA, July 9-15, in
conjunction with the Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix
(July 6-15).

More information can be found here:
http://ofest.bomwcca.org/about-ofest
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by Rick & Kathy Talbot

On Saturday, December 2, five lowa Chapter
members’ cars met at the Bass Pro Shops
parking lot to begin their tour through the Make

A Wish Foundation’s Jolly Holiday Lights display
at Adventureland Park. The $20 per vehicle
admission went totally towards the granting of
wishes for seriously ill children...hard to imagine a
more worthwhile cause during the holiday season.
As was the case last year, the display was very
busy. Though advertised to start at 5:30pm,

cars were already lining up prior to that time so
assembling at 5pm WAS a good idea (mental note
for next year!).

The tour began under a full moon. The Talbot’s had

the added joy of listening to their 3 year grandson
“narrate” the various displays..wondering where the
number “13” was after the end of the “Twelve Days of
Christmas” display!

Following the approximate 30 minute drive through the

NEWSWERKS

lights, most of us met at Smokey D’s for a barbecue
dinner. Thanks to all who attended...and sorry more
didn’t join us...put it on your 2018 December calendar!
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Planning Meeting

On Sunday, November 12, the lowa Chapter members met for our annual planning meeting at Sam & Louie’s New
York Pizza in Urbandale to plan the 2018 calendar of events. Several ideas were thrown out including bringing
back the spring Fun Rally as well as a trip to the Cedar Rapids Cars & Coffee and a tour of the Albaugh Collection
in Ankeny. After much deliberation, here’s how the calendar shakes out:

January 21:
Karting/Chili event at MB2 Raceway in Grimes,
chaired by David Brighton

February 24:
Annual Dinner at Christopher’s Restaurant in
Beaverdale, chaired by Alison Bell

March 24:
Tech Session at Swirl Free Detail in Urbandale,
chaired by Chris Riester

April 14:
Spring Drive
chaired by Dwight Olson

May:
Street Survival (date/location TBD),
Fun Rally (date/location TBD)
chaired by Chris Kjellmark

June 8-10:
Longest Day Driving School
chaired by Manoj Tomar

July 9-15:
Oktoberfest 2018 Pittsburgh, PA

July 22:
lowa Cubs outing
chaired by David Trachtenburg

August 19:
Annual picnic, Saylorville Lake,
chaired by Fred Bell and Don Van Lengen,
Street Survival Dubuque (date/location TBD)

September 9:

Des Moines Concours d’Elegance

October:

Street Survival (date/location TBD),
Fall Color Tour (date TBD),
Rick Talbot/Chris Kjellmark chairs

November:

Planning meeting (date/location TBD),
Tech Session at Merrill Axle

December:

Jolly Holiday Lights (date TBD)

We hope to see you at one or more of our 2018
events!

Calendar

.Ianuary
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Welcome New Members

Ghareeb, George M ...,

Kephart, Robert

.............................. North Liberty
.............................. Donnellson
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Simpson Motorsports Inc.
Jim Simpson
319-351-1269

3577 Perch Dr. SE
lowa City, IA 52240

= =PHOTO PRO

153 Colllns Rd NE, Cedar Rapids, IA 52402
Toll Free (866) 395-9121 (319) 395-9121

W, | Amateur & Professional Equipment
2 Digital Cameras & Services

digital photos with our easy to use Digital Dropbox!

ecurely 24/7 at PhotoProOnline.com
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Hoosier Tires Direct .com

Your Best Source for the #1 Track Tire™

515-203-3503

ask about FREE SHIPPING

sales@hoosiertiresdirect.com

Hoosier Hogsier

Hoosier Tires Direct .Com carries the full range of Hoosier road
race fires at similar savings and is located in the Des Moines, IA
area. We will meet or beat any advertised prices for Hoosier R6
track tires. Please visit us online at www.hoosiertiresdirect.com

Example sale prices for sets of Hoosier R6
frack tires we can provide for your BMW:

245/35/18 Hoosier R6: $319.06
225/40/18 Hoosier R6: $309.06
275/35/18 Hoosier R6: $329.06
245/40/18 Hoosier R6: $319.06

255/35/18 Hoosier R6: $329.06
235/35/19 Hoosier R6: $339.06
285/30/18 Hoosier R6: $339.06
265/35/19 Hoosier R6: $349.06

Free BMW
tech help.

Have a technical question about your
BMW or MINI? Qur free tech blog -
blog.BavAuto.com - has a searchable
database containing hundreds of tech
Q&As, do-it-yourself articles and videos.
Just one more way Bavarian Autosport
saves you money.

BAVARIAN
It

autosport
www.BavAuto.com - 800.535.2002

Check it out at blog.BavAuto.com...

f BELIWETHER

FINANCIAL ADVISORS|

Helping you plan for your financial goals in life.
Helping you manage your assets to get there.

We’re an independent, fee-based advisory firm,
specializing in custom solutions for our clients.

Call for a free consultation:
+ Individual asset management
+ Business retirement plans .

College planning
Tax planning

+ Retirement/estate planning  + Insurance review

Over 25 years in investments.
Chartered Financial Analyst and Certified Financial
Planner™ professionals.

www.bellwetherfinancialadvisors.com
3725 Green Branch Drive
West Des Moines, IA 50265

Fred Bell (515) 457-7849 or (800) 524-0464
fred@bellfinadv.com

Securities offered through Cambridge Investment Research, Inc. Member FINRA, SIPC; advisory services through
Bellwether Financial Advisors, a Registered Investment Advisor. Cambridge and Bellwether are not affiliated.
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BMW of Dubuque has earned
the BMW North America
Center of Excellence Award!
The highest ranking combined sales and
service customer satisfaction.

Come and find out why our
customers travel from as far as
Chicago and Des Moines to
experience BMW of Dubuque.

Doug Warthan Jeft Wilson Mark Simmons Mike Olsen Jay Burgus Brian Decker
Dealer Principal BMW Sales Manager BMW Client Advisor BMW Client Advisor BMW Service Advisor BMWMaster Technician
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Best selection of BMW:s in Eastern lowa!
See for yourself at BMWofDavenport.com

-----

The BMW X1 SAM

EMWCCA MEMEERS GET

20% OFF

ALL CCESSDRIES!! The BMW M4,

Driving a BMW is a lot more
affordable than you think.

Kimberly BMW
of Davenpo

B25 W Kimbarhy Rd
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Branstad Merck
Manager Service |
= J Advisor

MARK ZIMMERMAN BMW SALES:

MON-THURS: 9AM-8PM
FRI: 9AM-6PM « SAT: 9AM-5PM

31 9-366-4000 :: =
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