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Change of Address Information

To join the BMW CCA or renew membership or change your
address – www.bmwcca.org

Please send your requests for address changes
directly to the National Office at the address below.
The local chapters have to receive this information
from them and cannot change this information
themselves. Please send a note with your proper
information to the National office at:

NEWSWERKS is a publication of the Iowa Chapter BMW CCA
and is no way associated with BMW AG.The contents featured
herein shall remain the property of the chapter. This publication
is mailed to chapter members in good standing six times per
year. The ideas, suggestions and opinions expressed in this
publication are solely those of the chapter and/or its members.

Roundel, BMW CCA, Inc.
Address Changes
640 South Main Street, Suite 210
Greenville, SC 29601

Please submit material suitable for publication to:
Becky Brighton at: newsletter@bmwia.org

Or email to: BMWCClub@aol.com (yes, 2”C’s)
Or on the website: BMWCCA.org
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President
David Brighton
president@bmwia.org
515-576-8059
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Follow us on Facebook and look for details
on upcoming events in email blasts.
facebook.com/bmwccia
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President’s Corner
by David Brighton

BMW—The Ultimate Driving Machine. Why did you
purchase your BMW? There are many reasons, maybe
for the design, maybe for the quality, maybe for the
performance or maybe for the prestige.
Our Iowa BMW Car Club was organized over fifteen years
ago for the sole purpose to establish high performance
driving events for a few of the original organizers. And
now, more than ten years down the road, we have
established one of the premier High Performance Driving
Schools in the country.
I can be positively assured, if you have never attended
a High Performance Driving School, the thought that has
often run through your mind while driving down the road
is, “man, I wish I could open this thing up to see what it
can do.”
There is not a road in the world in which you can legally
test the limits of your BMW’s performance or experience
the limits of your driving skills. Our High Performance
Driving School can improve your driving skills in many
areas. In a fraction of a second, a good driver can
process their car’s response to a number of adverse
driving conditions and act accordingly to minimize the
of an accident.
can teach
ank you to therisk
sponsors
of the 2018We
Annual
Dinneryou how to operate
your car at its limits in a safe, controlled environment
under the watchful eyes of our trained instructors.
Driving is the act of balancing the forces of nature;
accelerating, turning and stopping your car;
understanding these forces is fundamental to good
driving skills.

Many people believe that you need a modified car to
attend our driving school. The fact is a factory stock
BMW is very sufficient for learning the skills we will
Thank you to the sponsors of the 2018 Annu
teach at our school. A few years ago, we even had a
showroom stock PT Cruiser attend, and the driver had a
wonderful time.
We are looking forward to seeing you at our Longest
Day Driving School on June 8-10 this summer.

Thanks to the sponsors of the 2017 Annual Dinner
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SPRING IS

Street Survival

By: Fred Bell
Each spring and fall, we promote the
upcoming local school of the Tire Rack®
Street Survival teen driving safety
course. For 2018, we’re starting with a
new venue and slightly different timing.
On Saturday, June 16, we will be
working again with the Des Moines
Valley SCCA folks to do the spring
school (well, it will still be spring just
barely according to the astronomers…).
This time the event will be at Des
Moines Christian School, 13007 Douglas Parkway,
Urbandale.
Street Survival is a great way for teens to learn a lot
more about car control and accident avoidance than they
ever saw in driver’s education. The course is aimed at
ages 15-21; students must either have a driver’s license
or have held a learner’s permit for at least half of the
period required before licensing by the state of issue.
Check out www.streetsurvival.org for more information
about the course. The site includes a very good video
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TIME IN IOWA!

showing how the training is done in the student’s car by
a trained instructor on a closed course. Students learn
what it feels like when the car is about to lose traction,
and learn how to avoid or correct from such situations.
It’s always an excellent prep for winter driving or gravel
roads in Iowa.
Registration is open on the Street Survival website for
students. For local information, the contact is registrar
Rick Talbot (streetsurvival@dmvrscca.org).
Or go
directly to http://msreg.com/June2018-TRSS.
Also,
you’ll find more information and video at our Tire
Rack Street Survival Iowa Facebook page.
As always, we need your help in two ways: putting
out the word to parents of potential students, and
as volunteers at the events. Please contact friends,
family, and co-workers who have young drivers in
their households – the life you save may be theirs!
And if you are interested in instructing or being a
volunteer worker at the event, please contact the
local registrar. This is a very worthwhile program,
and the huge effort that it takes from club volunteers
is more than repaid in the service we provide to our
communities. There is a registration page on www.
motorsportreg.com for volunteers at this event, or
contact Rick Talbot for assistance.
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Longest Day Driving School
June 8-10

The LDDS is one of our longest-standing High
Performance Driving Events. This year’s school will be
held at the Raceway Park of the Midlands (near Council
Bluffs).
• We welcome all licensed drivers 18 years of age or
older of all skill levels
• This year we are joining forces with SCCA – Des
Moines Valley Region to offer a Time Trial event during
our driving school
• We are also offering a “Taste of the Track” option for
those who are not ready to do the full driving school but

want to explore driving schools – it includes riding with
an instructor “at speed,” attending classroom sessions,
and all the social functions at the school
• Registration is open at Motorsportreg.com
• Check out our website about the host hotel, the full
weekend schedule and of course to register!
• Host Hotel - Country Inn & Suites, Council Bluffs - $109
per night when using BMW code during registration
• Hope to see you out at the track in June!

This Year’s Board of Directors
President David Brighton
Vice President/Communications Director Chris Kjellmark
Secretary David Trachtenberg
Treasurer Mike Myers
Social Events Coordinator/At Large Alison Bell
During Events Coordinator/At Large Dwight Olson

Membership Chair/At Large Rick Talbot
At Large Drew Hillman
Immediate Past President Fred Bell
Webmaster Manoj Tomar
Newsletter Editor Becky Brighton
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Principal Park, Des Moines, IA

Iowa Cubs!!!

It’s Coming Soon

By: David Trachtenberg
One of our most popular events will be Sunday, July
22nd. Don’t miss the BMW Club Day at Principal Park.
Our Cubbies will be taking on the New Orleans Baby
Cakes at 1:08pm.
As in previous years, we will have two connected
skyboxes with both indoor and outdoor seating.

Tickets are $25/person, which includes both ticket to the
game and food. We will be showing our fine BMW’s in
front of the ballpark prior to and during the game.
Reserve your tickets by contacting David Trachtenberg/
event chair at: secretary@bmwia.org.
Hope to see you at the ballpark.

SAVE THE DATES !!! October 20 & 21, 2018
Iowa Chapter BMWCCA Fall Colors by Kathys Drive
Destination: Dubuque IA / Galena, IL
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Mark your calendars now for a fall colors drive to eastern
Iowa featuring international waypoints, lunch enroute
and Saturday evening dinner in the Dubuque area. We’ll
start from Des Moines and will publish the lunch location
so those outside Des Moines can join us there. Sunday
morning will be a short journey from Dubuque to Galena
for all the time you wish to explore/shop.

Fall Colors is prime time and hotels become booked
very early. We will leave hotel choice up to attendees
but we are planning dinner Saturday in the downtown
Dubuque area.

Route “home” will take us south along the Iowa side of
the Great River Road but attendees are “free” to boogie
home on their own schedule / route.

Rick & Kathy Talbot
rickminir59@gmail.com

NEWSWERKS

Please let us know you’re coming as we’ll need to
confirm dinner count NLT October 15.
Chris & Kathy Kjellmark
gamherobmw@gmail.com

IOWA CHAPTER BMW CCA • www.bmwia.org

By: Bryan McCoy
If you have been following this life adventure, we
moved from Cedar Rapids where I had a respectable
automotive shop that had a long list of cars coming and
going through the home. Since moving to Des Moines we
have yet to get the new garage able to take vehicles. The
first delay was an eight month wait for a building permit,
interspersed with nearly three months out of the country.
I can at least give a report of the state of construction.
The big news is all sixty four sheets of drywall have been
hung. The building has yet to see tape and mud, but
getting a surface up was a very big step, considering
the amount of ‘stuff’ in the building from a ‘pick it up and
get it over here’ style move. All of the building had to
be rearranged several times to accomplish the drywall
installation. Knowing where any of the tools reside is
anyone’s guess. It is a repeated brute force search for
any project. Add to this continued work on the house,
moving the laundry upstairs, enclosing a breezeway,
finishing a kitchen remodel, and oh by the way taking
on unexpected gameful employment as a requested
consultant.
But there has been car work done.
My nephew as previously mentioned had a transmission

failure on his BMW 318 Ti at the end of Christmas break.
I traded him my daughter’s Lexus and parked his car for
warmer, or at least enclosed future days. I located a rusty
but running donor 318Ti with a manual transmission, so
hopefully a tranny-ectomy can occur between these two.
Meanwhile, his sister put her VW wagon in the ditch
wrinkling the nose. The VW was sidelined and replaced
with a Camry. The VW wagon was looked over and I
talked my sister out of it. In one of those False Spring
weekends of moderate Iowa weather, the VW was
straightened and repaired into running condition. This
work done of course outside, as the garage still didn’t
have open space or a ceiling.
With the VW running, the nephew decided he would
rather be using the Jetta instead of my daughters favorite
car, so another trade happened over Easter.
Hopefully the new garage will slowly get organized,
probably after tape and paint rearrange it completely a
couple more times. After which car work won’t have to
wait for perfect weather. And there certainly is car work
to do just in my fleet. Perhaps sometime this summer if
you are interested in a rusty running Ti with no drive line
or pedals give me a call.
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By: Bryan McCoy
Cindy and I had an interesting experience the other day.
We were invited to a couple’s house that we had only
recently met. Hence they gave us some rudimentary
directions to their house, and a hard address. The
town was well away from Des Moines, so drive time
was estimated. We left early. It has been a sloppy wet
winter with cold days followed by momentary days warm
enough to wash off the salt and not be forever frozen
inside the car. This was one of those days, and I was
hoping to get a chance to get the car washed.
Cindy put the friend’s address in her phone and we
were driving by that sweet voice giving us turn by turn
directions. Our verbal instructions from the couple told
us something about the town. We would have to drive
through town east, turn north, then turn back west to get
around a major rift in the surrounding terrain. We arrived
to the middle of town twenty minutes early and I decided
to take this opportunity to get the poor steed freshened.
Taking out my phone identical to Cindy’s, I asked it to
give directions to the closest car wash and placed my
phone on top of Cindy’s in the center console. The
melodic voice began giving us turn directions, which we
quickly realized was not correct. She would tell us to turn
left, then turn right, then make a legal U-turn, all of which
were clearly not going in any direction that we wanted
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to go. A discussion was going on between Cindy a n d
I, wondering what was wrong with Google, how could it
be so screwed up. I finally picked up my phone, holding
it so I could occasionally glance at the map. I can follow
a map. I see generally where we want to go, and I can
ignore the turn by turn directions which were obviously
wrong. I headed out of the residential section that we
had been circling and toward the main drag, then turned
west back toward the edge of town shopping center we
passed much earlier. Meanwhile the sweet little voice
FROM MY WIFES PHONE in the center console told us
to once again make a legal U-turn. The center console
where my phone had been seconds before. Two identical
phones, using the same navigation application, speaking
in the same voice, heading for different locations on
opposite ends of town really had us chasing our tails.
Cindy wanted to go to the dinner, I wanted to go to
the car wash. I can’t wait until self driving cars come
along just to see what they do when they get conflicting
priorities.

IOWA CHAPTER BMW CCA • www.bmwia.org

Spring is here and it’s time to get out and clean the winter
crud off of your beautiful BMW.....especially the wheels.
Fortunately, there is a new product on the market that
will make the job much easier for you.
It can also be used on many other household items--windows, grills, shoes, bikes, etc.

Recently, this product appeared on ABC’s Shark Tank.
It’s called Brush Hero. Nothing to plug in....it just attaches
to your hose. Brush Hero sent us a sample that we gave
away at our recent Annual Dinner.
Check out this great new device on their site: http://
brushhero.com/?utm source=blog&utmcampaign=Brush
%20Hero

One of our chapter members took this
while in Hawaii

MAY/JUNE 2018
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On the cold and snowy evening of February 24, a
strong-willed group of Iowa BMW CCA members
gathered at Christopher’s in Des Moines.
The highlight of the evening was to be our main
speaker, Mike Renner from the BMW Performance
Driving Center in South Carolina. Unfortunately,
a few days before our event, Mike was involved in a
serious racing accident at Road Atlanta and was unable
to travel to our event. He will make it up to us in the future
sometime, but he did provide one of our lucky members
with a one-day High Performance Driving Event at the
South Carolina facility.
The social hour, with much discussion among the
attendees, preceded a great selection of dinner choices

10

NEWSWERKS

and desserts created by
the chefs at Christopher’s.
Following dinner, the
awards were presented
by various speakers. This
year’s award winners
were: Sponsor of the YearBMW of Dubuque, Cutting
It A Little Fine-Alison Bell
and Members
of the YearJon and Susan
Volz. As our
usual tradition, all members went home with
a fine selection of door prizes provided by the
many vendors who support our club.
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Annual Dinner continued...

Swirl Free Tech Session Recap
by Chris Riester

We had approximately 15 people
come to Swirl Free Detail March 24 to
learn some tips and tricks and enjoy
some donuts and coffee provided
by Jeff, the owner. The weather
cooperated exactly as it has all year
long so far and was dreary, cold, and
snowy. Jeff went over some good
basic wash tips and followed that
with some good information about
ceramic coatings. Afterwards most
of us went to H’s Pho and enjoyed
warm food for the cold weather and
talked more about the things we
learned during the tech session. I
would like to thank everyone that
came out in the terrible weather
and to Jeff for showing us the
hospitality to open the doors of
his shop for us.
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Welcome New Members
Aron, Mikhail ...............................................................................Clive
Chambers, Nathan ......................................................................West Des Moines
Mostrom, Donald G ....................................................................Des Moines
Exel, Stephen J............................................................................Des Moines
Waters, Christy............................................................................Iowa City
Eilers, Curt ..................................................................................Marion
Lane, James M.............................................................................Waterloo

Simpson Motorsports Inc.
Jim Simpson
319-351-1269
3577 Perch Dr. SE
Iowa City, IA 52240
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Example sale prices for sets of Hoosier R6
track tires we can provide for your BMW:
245/35/18 Hoosier R6: $319.06
225/40/18 Hoosier R6: $309.06
275/35/18 Hoosier R6: $329.06
245/40/18 Hoosier R6: $319.06

Hoosier Tires Direct .Com carries the full range of Hoosier road
race tires at similar savings and is located in the Des Moines, IA
area. We will meet or beat any advertised prices for Hoosier R6
track tires. Please visit us online at www.hoosiertiresdirect.com

255/35/18 Hoosier R6: $329.06
235/35/19 Hoosier R6: $339.06
285/30/18 Hoosier R6: $339.06
265/35/19 Hoosier R6: $349.06
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BMW of Dubuque

www.BMWofDubuque.com
BMW of Dubuque has earned
the BMW North America
Center of Excellence Award!
The highest ranking combined sales and
service customer satisfaction.
Come and find out why our
customers travel from as far as
Chicago and Des Moines to
experience BMW of Dubuque.

600 Century Drive, Dubuque, IA 52002 800.373.CARS

Doug Warthan
Dealer Principal

Jeff Wilson
BMW Sales Manager

Mark Simmons
BMW Client Advisor

Mike Olsen
BMW Client Advisor

Jay Burgus
BMW Service Advisor

Brian Decker
BMWMaster Technician

IOWA CHAPTER BMW CCA
PO BOX 42113
URBANDALE, IA 50323
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Chris
Branstad
Manager

Brett
Merck
Service
Advisor

Paul
Bixby
Sales

Tyler
Nesset

Corey
Smith

Sales

MARK ZIMMERMAN BMW
TU"WFOVF4&t$FEBS3BQJET

319-366-4000

BMW
Tech
SALES:

MON-THURS: 9AM-8PM
FRI: 9AM-6PM • SAT: 9AM-5PM

SERVICE:

MON-FRI: 7AM-6PM
SAT: 8AM-12 NOON

Karl
Reddies
BMW
Tech

