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National Office
BMW CCA National Office
2350 Highway 101 S
Greer, SC 29651
1-800-878-9292
To join the BMW CCA or renew membership or change your 
address – www.bmwcca.org
NEWSWERKS is a publication of the Iowa Chapter BMW CCA 
and is no way associated with BMW AG. The contents featured 
herein shall remain the property of the chapter. This publication 
is produced six times a year and is available on our website 
or will be mailed to our members who requested it. The ideas, 
suggestions and opinions expressed in this publication are solely 
those of the chapter and/or its members.
Please submit material suitable for publication to:  
Becky Brighton at: newsletter@bmwia.org

NEWSWERKS is published for the Iowa Chapter of BMW Car Club of America.

November 2019
November

Movie Night – Ford vs. Ferrari
Des Moines

Watch our website, Facebook or email blast for date and place
November 12
Informal Social

Tumea & Sons Restaurant
Des Moines

November 17
Planning Meeting

Alison & Chris’ House
Johnston

December 2019
December 9
Informal Social

Wine Styles
Johnston

December 14
Jolly Holiday Lights

Altoona

January 2020
January 14

Informal Social
A Dong Vietnamese Restaurant

Des Moines

June 2020
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Flat Out Classic Driving School
Regional Event

Topeka, KS
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Change of Address Information
Please send your requests for address changes directly to the 
National Office at the address below. The local chapters have 
to receive this information from them and cannot change this 
information themselves. Please send a note with your proper 
information to the National office at:

Roundel, BMW CCA, Inc.
Address Changes
2350 Highway 101 S.
Greer, SC 29651
Or email to: BMWCClub@aol.com (yes, 2”C’s)
Or on the website: BMWCCA.org

Follow us on Facebook and 
look for details on upcoming 

events in email blasts.  
facebook.com/bmwccia
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By David Brighton

For the past several years, our Club has had several members 
travel to Road America at Elkhart Lake each August to witness 
four days of road racing at its finest. Several members of my 
family have also made it an annual routine, with Becky as my 
traveling partner for the last several.  Road America, typically 
referred to as America’s National Park of Speed, is in the 
middle the rolling Wisconsin countryside and is a wonderful 
venue to wander and view the races from many different 
areas.
Road America is big business, attracting 800,000 visitors a 
year from every corner of the world. Economic impact studies 
show that Road America, its events and visitors generate 
more than $100 million dollars annually each year. Over 425 
events are held annually at Road America, often running 
multiple activities on the same day incorporating the four-mile 
track, the interior CTECH Manufacturing Motorplex and the 
beautiful grounds surrounding the facility.
Our preferred event is the WeatherTech IMSA SportsCar 
Championship and the Michelin Pilot Challenge, although 
many of our members travel to other events there such as the 
Vintage Races and Indy Car races.
The best way I can describe this event is the “state fair” of 
sports car racing. Among many supporting races during the 
weekend, the main races are late Saturday afternoon and 
Sunday afternoon sprinkled in with Porsche Cup, Lamborghini 
and Prototype races surrounded by many practices. The reason 
this is such a great family event, is all of the “things” other than 
racing which happen. Each of the major car companies who 
are racing during the weekend have large vendor booths set 
up where you can play a game or win a prize, usually a t-shirt 
advertising their brand. The new Corvette was on display this 
year in the very large Corvette Display. There is the kid’s area 
with games such as the bouncy house and the zip line.
The Badger Bimmers Club has a dedicated area on the front 
straight with a permanent building and a large concrete pad 
which is covered with a large tent during the races. The Badger 

Bimmers Corral is where we 
hang out, visiting with members 
from many surrounding states 
that come in for a weekend of 
fellowship, eating and wandering 
the paddock. The Corral area 
literally becomes our “home” for 
the weekend. One benefit of being a 
member of that group allows you to 
join the race team visits which occur 
on Saturday. A private audience is held 
in each of the three BMW (BimmerWorld, 
Turner, and RLL) race team tents where 
you can get up close to the drivers, owners 
and mechanics. Each team makes available 
most of the people who are part of putting the 
race car on the track and they will answer any 
question they can. I even received a new hat from 
Bill Auberlin this year because I had been wearing 
the same one for several years. Bill told me my hat 
was “vintage” and I needed a new one. He promptly 
went into the team trailer and brought out a new 
Turner/Auberlin hat for me. I will be wearing the new 
hat next year when I visit the Turner Team. I change hats 
for each team we visit.
Follow part two of this article in the next Newswerks.

PRESIDENT’S 
CORNER

http://www.bmwia.org
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Planning Meeting
November 17, 2019 
Annual Planning Meeting at Alison and Chris’ House in 
Johnston

The Iowa Chapter is again looking for folks to help plan and 
chair events in 2020! Have you ever thought of an idea for 
an event, but weren’t sure how to make it a reality? Did we 
host something that you enjoyed in the past, but we don’t do 
it anymore? Come out to Alison and Chris’ house for some 
Pizza on Sunday November 17 at 11:30 am and help us plan 
the 2020 calendar of events. As an extra incentive there will 
be Pizza and Brown Pop (translation BEER!).  Hope to see 
you there.
 

Estimated cost $0.00
 
Event type Club Social
 
Date
November 17, 2019 at 
11:30 am
 
Contact email
Alison Bell at alison.bell@bmwia.org
 
Location
6090 Nottingham Dr.
Johnston, IA 50131

01

January

https://www.
vecteezy.com

At the MOVIES
By Rick Talbot 

November 15th is the national release date for the 
upcoming movie that chronicles the epic battle between 
Ford and Ferrari for motorsports supremacy at Le Mans.
American automotive designer Carroll Shelby and 
fearless British race car driver Ken Miles battle corporate 
interference, the laws of physics and their own personal 
demons to build a revolutionary vehicle for the Ford Motor 
Co. 
Together, they plan to compete against the race cars of 
Enzo Ferrari at the 24 Hours of Le Mans in France in 1966.
 
You can view two movie trailers here: https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=HdSN7__uzyM.   and https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=I3h9Z89U9ZA 
 
The movie stars Matt Damon as Carrol Shelby and 
Christian Bale as driver Ken Miles.

 
Once Flix Brewhouse @ Merle Hay Mall in Des Moines announces their schedules (or an 
alternate theater), the Iowa Chapter will announce a movie date and time hoping we can all 
enjoy this promising movie together.
 
Be watching for updates on the club’s website http://www.bmwia.org/  and Facebook 
pages  bmw car club of america - Iowa chapter as well as for e-mail blasts as we approach 
mid-November!

Ford v Ferrari

mailto:alison.bell@bmwia.org
https://www.vecteezy.com
https://www.vecteezy.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HdSN7__uzyM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HdSN7__uzyM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I3h9Z89U9ZA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I3h9Z89U9ZA
http://www.bmwia.org/
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Saturday, December 14
By Rick Talbot

The Iowa Chapter, BMWCCA will be meeting just west of 
the Adventureland Park in the parking lot of the Burger King 
(3300 9th St NW, Altoona, IA 50009;) at 4:45pm Saturday 
evening to participate in the benefit for the Make-A-Wish 
of Iowa.  (Note that while the event is advertised to start at 
5:30pm, experience tells us cars proceed at 5pm; better for 
us to be early)

This year’s event will be the third held at this new location 
(NOT Waterworks Park) with 100% of the $20.00 per car 
entry fee going to grant wishes for Iowa kids.  Last year it was 
a great experience and those who attended felt it a unique 
experience from previous years’ events at Waterworks Park.  
Kick off your holiday season with friends enjoying the 2.5 
mile drive and the over 100 illuminated holiday displays while 
benefiting a great cause for kids.  More info on the event 
can be found here:  https://iowa.wish.org/news-and-events/
calendar-of-events/november/event-detail-page
 
Tickets may be purchased in advance beginning in November 
at Hy Vee or Casey’s or online now prior to November 1st 
for a discounted price of $18.00 per car  https://app.tikly.co/
events/3480. 

RSVP: Please let Rick Talbot ( rickminir59@gmail.com) know 
if you’re planning on attending so we can have an idea of 
participants and also, if you’d be staying for the casual dinner 
following the drive.  Dinner will be at Wig and Pen, 2005 S 
Ankeny Blvd #300, Ankeny, IA 50023 after the lights tour.  
They are known for their deep dish pizza but can see all their 
offerrings  on their menu here:  https://www.wigandpenpizza.
com/ankeny-des-moines-wig-and-pen-pizza-pub/

Jolly Holiday Lights Meeting Location (3300 9th St 
NW, Altoona, IA 50009):

Dinner Location - Wig and Pen 2005 S Ankeny Blvd #300, 
Ankeny, IA 50023 (From Adventureland; return to I80, head 
west to Hwy 69 / East 14th Street and head north past 
Oralabor to the strip center on the east side of the street 
at the corner of Hwy 69/ East 14th and S.E. Lorenz Drive. 
Restaurant is in the middle corner of the center)

HolidayLights

http://www.bmwia.org
https://iowa.wish.org/news-and-events/calendar-of-events/november/event-detail-page
https://iowa.wish.org/news-and-events/calendar-of-events/november/event-detail-page
https://app.tikly.co/events/3480
https://app.tikly.co/events/3480
mailto:rickminir59@gmail.com
https://www.wigandpenpizza.com/ankeny-des-moines-wig-and-pen-pizza-pub/
https://www.wigandpenpizza.com/ankeny-des-moines-wig-and-pen-pizza-pub/
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By David Trachtenberg

It was another beautiful day 
for baseball at Principal Park.  
On Sunday, August 25th, the 
Club had its annual outing at the Ball Park.

Even though the Cubs lost 7-5 to Nashville, we had a great time.  As in previous years, we had 
two connected sky boxes with both indoor and outdoor seating.
We enjoyed some great food including Chicken Tenders/Brats/Tenderloins/ and dogs.
We showed some of our best BMW’s in front of the park which was a perfect combination with 
the Cubs new sponsor--- BMW of Des Moines.

It was great to see one of the best Iowa Cubs team in years----on their way to the first playoff 
visit since 2008.   If you missed the game this year, please plan on getting some tickets for next 
year’s outing and remember--- tickets go quickly for this popular event.
See you next year at Principal Park.

June 5-7, 2020
By David Brighton

Due to the constant flooding which is still occurring at our 
home racetrack Roadway Park of the Midlands, our Board of 
Directors, once again, in order to provide our members with a 
high performance driving school, will partner with the Kansas 
City, Great Plains, St. Louis and Sunbelt Chapters to form 
a large regional driving school at Heartland Park in Topeka, 
Kansas on June 5-7. A second driving school, later in the 
summer, at our home track at Raceway Park of the Midlands 
may be offered if the track is open and prepared to have a 

large event such as ours.
Last year the school was a sellout due to the large number of 
chapters participating and the attraction of one of the most 
well-known driving coaches in the country. Heartland Park is 
one of the premier race tracks in the Midwest and a challenge 
to master for all students who attended. The weather was 
ideal for driving school this year without any rain and pleasant 
temperatures, which gave students an ideal opportunity to 
hone their driving skills.

FLAT OUTclassic

BASEBALL

Sunday, July 22, 1:08 pm 

 

Sunday, August 25 • 1:08 PM
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If anyone has been following the news lately, you know that 
Western Iowa has had a pretty big problem with flooding all 
spring and summer.  And this year’s Fall Color trip has been 
scheduled to take place on the roads of Western Iowa.  When 
we got up the morning of Saturday, October 5th, I don’t think 
anyone thought that it would turn out to be the gorgeous day 
it ended up being.  We woke up to thunder, lightning, and 
torrential rain.  But the rain started to lighten as we left our 
meeting point at BMW of Des Moines.  By the time we reached 
our first stop in Panora, it was down to a drizzle.  As we kept 
driving west, a dry line started to form, and when we arrived at 
our lunch stop in Dunlap, the rain had stopped.  

Our event co-chair, Chris Riester, hails from Dunlap, and knows 
the back roads of Western Iowa like the back of his hand.  He 
also touts that Dunlap has one of the top 10 pork tenderloins 
in the State of Iowa - Multiple years running.  So of course 
then our lunch stop was at the Dairy Sweet in Dunlap.  Besides 
being a club who love BMWs and driving, I think we’re a club 
that loves food.  Needless to say no one left lunch hungry. 
 
Fearing emergency route changes due to flooding, we kept 
in contact with folks out west just in case.  As it turned 
out, we had to change our route due to a railroad crossing 
repair, not water.  So as we headed out of Dunlap, we took a 
surprisingly fun little detour through Dow City joining up with 
Hwy 141 through Charter Oak and Ute.  In Soldier, we rejoined 
our original route that took us through the Loess Hills down 
through Pisgah, Moorhead, Logan, and into Missouri Valley for 
our stop at DeSoto National Wildlife Refuge.

DeSoto was formed when the Missouri River was re-routed 
in the 1960s.  It is an annual stopover for many migratory 
birds such as pelicans and bald eagles.  It is also where the 
steamship Bertrand sank in the 1860s.  During the rerouting 
of the river, the site of the shipwreck was discovered and 
its items excavated and put into the museum that is at the 
DeSoto visitor center.  

After a couple group photos at De Soto, the group ventured on 
south to Omaha, where I-29 had reopened only hours earlier 
due to flooding.  Water was still lapping at the shoulders of 
the highway though open.  Attendees had time to check into 
their hotel, relax, or wander around the Old Market.  Upstream 
Brewing Company in the Old Market was our dinner destination 
and did not disappoint.  Many tasty brews on offer, and equally 
delicious entrees.  Following dinner, several ventured to Ted & 
Wally’s old-time ice cream parlor for sweet treats.  

Sunday was choose your own adventure for participants.  
Some chose to do a little shopping around the Old Market, 
others to the Strategic Air Command Museum west of Omaha, 
and others to the Henry Doorly Zoo or just head home.

A big thank you to the folks that attended!  Everyone had 
a great time and we hope that you’ll come out again!  Side 
note, though I-29 was open on Saturday, it had closed again 
on Sunday for high water.  Your event chairs had to go back 
to pick up event mascot Nigel Puppy in Dunlap and had to 
detour down Old Lincoln Highway.  

Fall 
Drive
Color

By Alison Bell

http://www.bmwia.org


2019 Des Moines Concours d’Elegance™

By David Brighton

The Iowa Chapter, BMW CCA was proud to be part of the 2019 Des Moines Concours d’Elegance™ held at the Pappajohn 
Sculpture Park on September 8. Our Club was an exhibitor with a tent in the car club section of the show. Club representatives 
manned the tent and were able to promote our club and programs by visiting with spectators as they passed our location while 
viewing the beautiful and historic automobiles. The Des Moines 
Concours d’Elegance™  is the premier automotive exhibition held in 
the Midwest each year and presents an invitation-only exhibition of 
more than 100 vintage and classic motor vehicles.

8   N E W S W E R K S  •  N O V E M B E R / D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 9



  I O W A  C H A P T E R  B M W  C C A  •  W W W . B M W I A . O R G  9 

By Bryan McCoy

I had a unique opportunity this August.  A friend with a 
jeep, a 1943 GPW, asked if I would co-drive on the 100th 
anniversary of the first official military vehicle crossing of the 
United States on the Lincoln Highway. One hundred years 
ago, the Lincoln Highway in many places was not much 
more than a dirt track through mud and sand.  There are 
videos in the national archives of the arduous effort much of 
this first crossing required. In 1919 the U.S Army Convoy of 
seventy two vehicles, and two hundred and ninety seven men 
consisted of motorcycles, ambulances, an officers work truck, 
search light and tank trucks, a mobile kitchen, an engineering 
shop, and civilian vehicles from three tire manufacturers, 

several automobile 
companies, reporters 
and individuals from 
the “good roads” 
boosters. The convoy 
left the White House 
on July 8th, 1919 
and headed for San 
Francisco. In Iowa, 
they entered Clinton, traveled on what is now Highway 30 
through Cedar Rapids, Monrovia, Marshalltown, Ames, 
Jefferson, Carroll, Denison, Missouri Valley, and Council 
Bluffs.  Iowa was noted in 1919 as having a better collection 
of concrete roads and bridges than other states along the 
way. Notably the Lincoln Highway bridge in Tama is one of the 
few original bridges still in use today. Over one hundred other 
bridges along the way were damaged and repaired during 
the crossing. President Dwight “Ike” Eisenhower (1890-1969) 
was a Lieutenant Colonel on the convoy in 1919. After WWII, 
and during his presidency, President Eisenhower signed the 
Federal Aid Highway Act which created the interstate highway 
system which we continuously use today.

On the 2019 Lincoln Highway Memorial Convoy, there were 
approximately seventy vehicles. This number changes as 
individuals join and drop out of the convoy as schedules 
allow. Dave, his jeep, his father, (driving the more comfortable 
Ford Expedition with trailer) and I joined in Chicago and exited 
in Marshalltown.

Military 
Vehicle 

Preservation 
Association

http://www.bmwia.org
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Along the route all the small towns and along the highway, 
there were scores of people waving, saluting,  taking video, 
and welcoming us at every stop with snacks, food, good 
conversation and history.  As a co-driver in the jeep, it was 
quite emotional to see the national pride and support the 
convoy received.

In driving a seventy three year old vehicle, there can be issues. 
We spent many weekends preparing the jeep for the trip. New 
tires, brake work, fresh fluids, wiring, rigging a temporary top in 
case of rain, adding fuel cans, greasing every zirk and adjusting 
to factory specifications.  Did this prevent any issues?  No not 
quite. The jeep started and ran well despite having a very binary 
clutch.  When it didn’t run well, we were at the tail end of the 
convoy, just one vehicle in front of the “Recovery Team” when 
crawling through town in parade formation a mere couple of 
blocks from the fair grounds to camp for the night, the right 
rear axle broke of a stress fracture without making a sound. 
A strap was tossed to the lead recovery vehicle and the final 
blocks were accomplished under tow.  The broken axle was 
quickly identified, as the axle can be unbolted at the rear hub 
and slid out of the differential tube. We walked to the campsite 
of one of the recovery crew and showed him the shattered 

axle. He got up from his chair, reached over the side of his 
support pickup truck and extracted without fanfare a New Old 
Stock axle, complete with the script F indicating it was a Ford 
manufactured original.  We were all impressed that in less than 

ten minutes from a significant breakdown, we had a new part in 
hand. The differential was opened and the pumpkin removed.  
The broken bits and pieces were extracted.  Everything was 
cleaned out, buttoned up and we were ready for the next day 
just as the sun left the sky.

The weather could not have been better during trip. It afforded 
large crowds at every stop, including our final stop at the 
veteran’s home in Marshalltown.  The children were allowed 
to climb on most vehicles, and plenty of conversations were 
enjoyed. The caravan was organized by the Military Vehicle 
Preservation Association, a group of over 7000 international 
enthusiasts, historians preservationists and collectors 
interested in the acquisition, restoration, preservation, safe 
operation and public education of historic military transport. 
And international it is. On this trip, we met a large group of 
drivers from New Zealand, one from Belgium, and others from 
all over the United States.  More information on this non profit 
organization can be obtained at MVPA.ORG.

Military Vehicle Preservation Association continued
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By Rick Talbot

While we like our leased 2014 BMW 328i xdrive M-Sport 
Sportwagon, when the lease ended, our replacement vehicle 
was another make’s wagon…. but I never forgot the enjoyment 
of driving a BMW.   

I had originally been exposed to the BMW brand back during 
my initial military assignment in Germany, having been 
invited by a fellow officer to accompany him on a new stereo 
shopping trip…in his new 1977 BMW 320i.  That 4-cylinder, 
non-turbo, ~ 100hp vehicle just was so stable during our 
Autobahn run to shop for stereo gear and I’ve never have 
forgotten that experience.  “Someday” I said, I’d own a BMW 
Ultimate Driving Machine.

So since we replaced the Sportwagon, I’d been (not so) 
secretly researching what my Ultimate Driving Machine might 
be… a 2 series was my choice and after a back to back test 
drives of both the 4 and 6 cylinder versions a couple of years 
ago, my choice was narrowed to a 230i; a bit more lively, 
lighter weight, felt more nimble and was less expensive (to 
buy, maintain and insure) than the M240i.

My “research” was continual…seeking guidance from other 2 
series owners via the 2addicts.com on-line forum, prepared 
many on-line configurations on BMW’s website, searching 
local and nearby BMW dealer inventories, reading all the 
car magazines’ 2 series reviews, viewing (and viewing again) 
any YouTube BMW 2 series videos and searches on various 
car buying sites such as Cars.com, Autotrader.com, and 
Cargurus.com for late model pre-owned and new 230 BMWs.  
Two club members, Jeff Daly and Jeff Paxia provided strong 
recommendations for the 2 series based upon their personal 
ownership experiences.

While I was hoping to find a late model, low mileage specimen; 
in early August, an Autotrader e-mail identified an out of town 
2019 230i xDrive with the desired Track Package at a significant 
discount from MSRP that immediately got my attention.  I’d 
seen enough on-line postings with inaccurate descriptions, 
incorrect photos etc. to be cautious in moving forward.  My 
initial Autotrader response was quickly responded to by the 
posting out of state BMW dealer describing the vehicle, 
confirmed the advertised price and stated its mileage as 93 
which kept me interested as it was not a dealer demo with 
thousands of miles and an already activated warranty period.  
The Sales Advisor promptly sent me a new “walk around” 
video confirming the vehicles current condition.   Checking 
the website BMW VIN Decoder https://www.mdecoder.
com/ told me this 230i was built in late November 2018 

and therefore likely delivered in 
the Dec/Jan ’19 timeframe. That 
site confirmed all the dealer-
represented options on the 
vehicle including the mandatory 
(for me) Track Package.  It also confirmed that it was spec’d 
with an additional set of BMW 17” winter wheels and run flat 
winter tires…hard to believe but true..and a “bonus” for me 
as it would be a 4 season driver.  I did some additional due 
diligence of the BMW dealer and found predominantly very 
positive comments on DealerRater.com.

So..the deal proceeded to come together within a period of 
just a couple of days with a deposit placed by credit card, and 
a delivery date identified.  We exchanged signed copies of 
the agreed upon deal terms.  I provided the BMW dealer with 
our personal info, driver’s license and a quick credit check 
was completed firming up the deal.   We made 1-way flight 
arrangements and the BMW dealer confirmed we’d be picked 
up at the airport on Saturday of Labor Day weekend.  That 
provided us time to drive our new BMW home over the long 
weekend. 

So…what take-aways did we have regarding this long-
distance new vehicle purchase experience?

If local purchase is not possible for whatever reason…extra 
due diligence is recommended.  Be certain of the new vehicle 
you’re interested in and its exact specifications.   “Trust” but 
certainly “Verify” all aspects of the proposed out of town 
purchase regarding the vehicle specifications, included 
options, the financial terms of the deal including financing rate 
and any required local fees, and the reputation of the selling 
dealer.  If that vehicle is pre-owned, look into having a pre-
purchase vehicle inspection done.  In our case, our accepted 
new car “offer” was made contingent on a satisfactory local 
inspection and test drive to which the dealer readily agreed.

In today’s internet environment, vehicle buyers have many 
options when seeking a new vehicle and while for most, local 
dealer delivery is preferred, it may not be feasible for local lack 
of inventory.  While dealers may be able to trade to acquire 
your vehicle of choice, that option of involving multiple dealers 
may be more complicated and involve additional costs.  In our 
case, we found what we were seeking at a great price and 
had a wonderful out of town new car delivery experience…
YMMV as they say, but don’t totally discount that out of town 
purchase possibility.

THE SEARCH FOR OUR 
New BMW…  

http://www.bmwia.org
http://addicts.com
http://Cars.com
http://Autotrader.com
http://Cargurus.com
https://www.mdecoder.com/
https://www.mdecoder.com/
http://DealerRater.com
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By Bryan McCoy

Cindy and I were recently on a road trip driving a rental car.  
When I drive my own cars, I always carry a small tool box.   
This  tool box has carefully selected tools that will help me 
accomplish most tasks.  With the rental car, I didn’t pack a 
tool box.  Of course I had my Leatherman, a very useful tool 
for lots of things, but not the same as a well sorted tool box. 
The lack of tools became evident while we were wandering 
through the mountains in Utah and came upon a couple 
waving wildly outside their car on the side of the road.  Since it 
was a rather desolate area in the mountains with the evening 
chill and rain approaching, we quickly pulled over.  They had 
locked their keys in the car in a cell phone free zone. The 
couple was bundled into our car and driven to an area where 
they had cell phone service. The locksmith was called and 
they were pretty quickly on their way. I possibly would have 
had enough ‘supplies’ in the standard small box to have 
helped them on the spot but alas, no tool kit. 

The second occurrence on the same trip was a single guy 
also waving wildly from the side of the road.  Again we pulled 
over.  He was driving a late model Mercedes-Benz.  It has 
been my experience that people will not stop for folks driving 
high end cars.  I assume the passing motorists think that it is 
an expensive car, the owner will have a cell phone, and will 
write the check necessary to solve whatever problem exists.  
You BMW drivers might want to think on this a moment.  In 
this case, the driver had been waiving for three hours and no 
one had stopped. He had hit a massive pot hole and ruined 
a run-flat tire. The late model car had neither a jack nor a 
tire wrench, let alone a spare tire and wheel.  The car came 
with just a can of compressed gas to inflate a low tire. The 

tire was damaged way beyond a recharge can of compressed 
gas.  We were close enough to a town that it wasn’t out of 
the question to run to town, purchase a star lug wrench, and 
return to his car. Using the jack that did exist in the rental car 
(Jeep Compass), we were able to remove the damaged tire 
and run into town for a replacement.  Time consuming, but 
the easiest answer. 

The frustrating lack of sufficient tools to solve simple common 
problems caused me to think a moment about my own vehicles. 
My latest car would have left me in a very similar condition.  It 
has no jack, or lug wrench, and no spare wheel and tire.  Upon 
returning home, I located the correct sockets and breaker bar 
for the electric so at least the tire can come off.  I will look 
for a jack that will fit the available storage location, which 
was thoughtfully provided by the manufacturer, as soon as 
possible.  The rest of my fleet came with all these necessary 
items including a spare tire.  Had I not been flagged down 
by this motorist, I probably wouldn’t have given the lack of 
jack and lug wrench a thought until I was stuck in a similar 
situation. If and when that occurs, I hope it isn’t well off the 
beaten path and in the mountains. I have always appreciated 
BMW for the meager tools which live inside the trunk lid or in 
a small bag in each of my bimmers.  Hopefully you can learn 
from this experience and check the supplies in your vehicle.  
At the very least, take time to check the tire pressure in your 
spare.   

With the onset of cold weather, consider being a Good 
Samaritan. It could be a life and death situation for the 
stranded driver.  Good traveling. 

Tools?
Got
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NEW 
MEMBERS Helping you plan for your financial goals in life. 

Helping you manage your assets to get there.  
We’re an independent, fee-based advisory firm, 
specializing in custom solutions for our clients. 

Over 25 years in investments.   
Chartered Financial Analyst and Certified Financial 

PlannerTM professionals.

Fred Bell (515) 457-7849 or (800) 524-0464 
fred@bellfinadv.com

Securities offered through Cambridge Investment Research, Inc. Member FINRA, SIPC; advisory services through 
Bellwether Financial Advisors, a Registered Investment Advisor.  Cambridge and Bellwether are not affiliated. 

 Individual asset management  College planning 
 Business retirement plans  Tax planning 
 Retirement/estate planning  Insurance review 

Call for a free consultation:  

www.bellwetherfinancialadvisors.com 
3725 Green Branch Drive 

West Des Moines, IA 50265 

ThanksThank you to the sponsors of the 2018 Annual Dinner 
 

 
 

                                         

   
 
  
 
 

  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

to the sponsors of the 2019 Annual Dinner

John T Clendenin ............ Urbandale
Jay Sharp ........................... Indianola
Don V Petsche ......................Ankeny
Kelly Christians .................... Grimes
Justin Wurr ................... Pleasant Hill

http://www.bmwia.org
www.bellwetherfinancialadvisors.com
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www.BMWofDavenport.com
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------------www.dubuquebmw.com------------  
 

Dubuque BMW offers pick up and delivery 
for service within 90 miles. (Call ahead for details**) 

 
------------------------------------------------------ 

 
Come and find out why our customers travel 

from as far as Chicago and Des Moines to 
experience Dubuque BMW. 

600 Century Drive, Dubuque, Iowa 52002 – (563) 582 - 7700 

      
    Barney Niner   Jamie Manderscheid     Mark Simmons        Jeff Wilson             David Palton           Jay Burgus 
Owner/Operator     Sales Manager        Client Advisor       Client Advisor        Client Advisor       Service Advisor 

http://www.bmwia.org
www.dubuquebmw.com
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IOWA CHAPTER BMW 
CCA
PO BOX 42113
URBANDALE, IA 50323




