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March
March 9
Informal Social
Merle Hay Local Eats
Des Moines

March 12
Virtual Wine Tasting
March 27
Dent Repair Tech
Session

May 22
Annual Picnic/
Annual Meeting
Saylorville Lake

June
June 4-6
Sommer Schnell
Driving School
Brainerd, MN

Hiawatha

June 4-6
Flat Out Classic

April

Topeka, KS

April 9-11
MXI Enthusiast
Weekend

Photo Rally

Greer, SC

July 4
Tailgate/Fireworks

April 13
Informal Social
location TBA - The
Handlebar or Merle Hay
Local Eats - see article

April 24
Spring Drive to
Brucemore Mansion
Cedar Rapids

May
May 11
Informal Social
The Handlebar
Dallas Center

July

August
August 5-8
IMSA/Michelin
Challenge
Road America – Regional
Event

PLEASE WATCH FOR
LATE CHANGES VIA
CONSTANT CONTACT
AND FACEBOOK.
VIRUS-RELATED
CANCELLATIONS ARE
SOMETIMES LATE
NOTICE!

Follow us on Facebook and look
for details on upcoming events in
email blasts.
facebook.com/bmwccia

Change of Address Information
Please send your requests for address changes
directly to the National Office. The local chapters have
to receive this information from them and cannot
change your address themselves.
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President’s
Corner
It’s been nearly a year now since we have had any substantial Club activities, minus one tech session late
last fall.
Our Board of Directors has planned a full calendar of events for this upcoming year, and I think most of us
are ready to get back out and get involved with face-to-face activities again. Most of us joined this Club to
become involved with the events and activities of the Club, and really, that is what our Club is all about. As
people get vaccinated and the health situation begins to get back to normal, I hope we will see a large
number of members attending our events again.
What we took for granted has been taken away from us for a while, so when some events and activities
begin to resume, I hope our members will be appreciative of what we will be able to do again. I am certainly
looking forward to attending Club activities and events again and will not take anything we do for granted.
I am looking forward to seeing many of you out to our events and activities soon.
Please continue to visit our website, watch for email blasts and follow our Facebook page for upcoming
events, activities and news from the club.
.

Street Survival Update
We had hoped to offer another Tire Rack Street Survival teen driving clinic in May. However, the latest word from
BMW CCA Foundation is that July 1 is their best estimate now for when the program may be allowed to restart after
the Covid-19 shutdown. We’ll keep you posted!

Cover shot: Kathy and Rick Talbot’s Mini Convertible in South Dakota on the Mini Takes the States
event in 2018. The 2020 round of this biennial event was postponed to July 17-21, 2021: see https://
www.minitakesthestates.com/
Iowa Chapter BMW CCA - WWW.BMWIA.ORG
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Virtual Wine Tasting
Friday, March 12, 6:00 - 7:00 PM
By Rick Talbot
While in-person socializing is still significantly limited until we get broad vaccination availability, we do
need and want to socialize however we can with our fellow club members.
Allan and Gina Graham, owners of the Johnston Winestyles Tasting Station, and longtime supporters of
our club activities, have offered to include Iowa Chapter members in one of their upcoming virtual wine
tasting events on Friday, March 12th at 6pm.
6pm.
Here’s how it works:
works: Prior to the event, the wines to be sampled will be announced and interested members may acquire “wine tasting samples” (or actual full bottles of the wines), to be tasted. Cost of an individual tasting set of the 5-6 wines is $10.00 per person. Then through the Internet “magic” (or at least it
seemed so about 9 months ago!), we’ll tune into the live on-line tasting via Zoom. Allan and Gina will
provide us an overview of each sampled wine, its origin, growing region and winemaker background and
then encourage participants to voice their opinions on the wine. They are knowledgeable and fun hosts.
Typically, following the tasting, special purchase discounts are applicable for those wines.
So that Allan and Gina can anticipate the number of BMW Club participants and need for wine samples,
please RSVP to Rick Talbot, 515-782-1429 or rickminir59@gmail.com
rickminir59@gmail.com,, no later than Friday, March 5th
regarding your intentions to participate and whether you intend to buy the set of wine samples. Rick will
provide you with details on acquiring the wine at Winestyles prior to the event as well as Zoom login instructions for the night of tasting. Even if you can’t make the on-line tasting, Johnston Winestyles offers
on-line ordering and on-site curbside delivery. Check out their wine, beer and cheese selections at: https:/
/winestyles.com/johnston//. Their store is located at 8460 Birchwood Court, #500, Johnston IA 50131 (just
/winestyles.com/johnston
north of I-80; east side of 86th Street, behind the former Burger King & Village Inn).
Hope to see you at the event! Please support our local small businesses!

Want to see your car on the cover of NewsWerks?
Send us that beauty shot of your ride, and it just may become a cover model! Email picture files (any standard picture
format) with a short description of the car and salient features of the photo to Becky at newsletter@bmwia.org.
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Spring 2021 Tech Session
Saturday, March 27
By David Brighton
The Club will be returning to eastern Iowa for our spring tech session on March 27 at 10 am. We have had
good attendance at our eastern Iowa tech sessions in the past, so I anticipate that again.
Elite Dent Repair in Hiawatha is the area's top auto body and paintless dent repair shop serving all of
eastern Iowa since 2006. They offer a variety of services, including dent repair and removal, hail damage
repair and paintless dent repair.
The experts at Elite Dent Repair will demonstrate their methods and answer questions. Please join us at:
Elite Dent Repair
940 Robins Rd.
Hiawatha, IA

MX1 Enthusiast Weekend
April 9-11 in Greenville, SC
By David Brighton
If you have not been to a National Event, or do not wish to take the time to attend O’fest Forever this year,
this may be the event for you.
The BMW Car Club of America is excited to announce a brand-new
event—MX1 Enthusiast Weekend, presented by Michelin—which is
set to take place April 9-11 at the world center of all things BMW in
upstate South Carolina. An awesome lineup of fun social and driving
activities are scheduled at the BMW Performance Center, the BMW
CCA Headquarters, and the BMW CCA Foundation Museum in Greer,
South Carolina.
MX1 will celebrate everything BMW with a special highlight on M models and X vehicles with the
representing one community, one enthusiast club, and one weekend. MX1 will bring the entire BMW
community together for a new tradition and provide something we can all look forward to. This will be
perhaps one of the first large-scale BMW event post-coronavirus and stay-at-home orders.

Iowa Chapter BMW CCA - WWW.BMWIA.ORG
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2021 Spring Drive
Saturday, April 24
By David Brighton Drive
The 2021 edition of the Annual Spring Drive will begin in Des Moines and end in Cedar Rapids at the
Brucemore Mansion in Cedar Rapids on April 24, 2021.
The spring tour will leave BMW of Des Moines at 9:00 am and head east to Newton. At Newton we will exit
Interstate 80 and follow US 6 to the Amanas where we will join US 151 to SW Cedar Rapids. We will have
a choice of several restaurants in the Newbo Historic District to pick from for our lunch stop. A list of
possible restaurants will be distributed at the start of the drive.
The drive will then progress through Cedar Rapids with a tour of Brucemore Mansion in the heart of the
city. A tour of Brucemore Mansion explores more than 130 years of Eastern Iowa history of the 21-room
mansion including a self-guided tour through the Queen Anne mansion, which investigates the art,
furnishings, technology, architecture, surrounding landscape, and stories preserved at Brucemore.
The tour will be self-guided of 6-8 people at a time with the others touring the outdoor areas of the Mansion.
The fee for the tour is $10.
For more information about the Brucemore Mansion, visit the following websites:
https://www.brucemore.org/visit/take-a-tour/guided-mansion-tours/

Monthly Socials
By Alison Bell
Have you been craving some awesome food and socializing with your friends about cars, food, drinks,
whatever? The Iowa Chapter's got you covered! We've designed our informal socials so that you can still
enjoy delicious eats, but also in a safe, socially-distanced manner.
Over the winter we've been meeting up on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at Merle Hay Mall's fantastic
Local Eats Food Hall. You can enter from the west or north sides of the mall, near Kohl’s. There are tons
of options for whatever you might be in the mood for - Vietnamese, Italian, Mediterranean, Mexican, BBQ,
or even a good old-fashioned Maid Rite. The space is huge and tables are spaced so that social distancing
is not a concern.
When the weather gets better (we hope!) we'll plan on the first few spring/summer socials to be at The
Handlebar in Dallas Center. For those that didn't join us last fall, The Handlebar has a ginormous two-acre
space behind the restaurant that has a patio and a couple of covered pavilions where you can eat your
food and drink fantastic local beers. They'll also rope off parking for us so we can park our Bimmers
together, as it's a popular space off the bike trails.
Our April event location is TBD as who knows what Iowa's weather can bring. Plan on Merle Hay Mall if
it's cooler, but if it's over 60 degrees that night, we could easily switch it up to The Handlebar. Follow our
Facebook page (BMW Car Club of America - Iowa Chapter) for more information and any last minute
venue changes.
If you know of a restaurant/brewery that has a huge outdoor patio space where we can reserve space to
safely eat/social distance for a social coming up, please reach out to the board and we'd be happy to check
it out!
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Board Nominations are Open!
Occasionally someone asks about what is involved with being on your chapter’s board – what needs to be
done, who can join the board, etc. etc. And it’s particularly relevant just now, as we have some open
positions on the board and an annual meeting coming up in a couple of months where we’ll finalize the
voting for all board positions. So, here’s the info on who/what/when:
The who/when: Every member in good standing of the chapter is entitled to run for a board position. Our
Bylaws say that nominations can be sent to the board verbally, in writing, or emailed. Typically, each fall
we put a note in the NewsWerks asking for nominations to include in the annual election. The annual
meeting has been delayed as a result of Covid-19, so we’re just getting to that step right now. Also, if we
have an opening on the board mid-year, the board fills that spot by appointment. So, it’s important for
members to keep sending us ideas on people that would be good candidates. Contact info for all board
members is on the inside of the NewsWerks front cover. Even if it’s not election time, an opening may
occur and we’ll be ready to fill it that way. If you want to nominate yourself, jump on in! Board candidates
happen only because you or someone who knows you tells the board that you’d be good in the position.
Elections are completed via a ballot distributed in the NewsWerks, and the tabulation is announced at the
annual meeting.
The what: The responsibilities for each board position have been written out in good detail by current and
former board members. The document is too long to publish here, but we’re happy to send a copy to
anyone in the chapter who wants it – just send a note to secretary@bmwia.org. To summarize it: the
President, Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer positions are pretty much what you’d expect from the
titles. There are also currently 3 Directors At-Large, plus appointed positions for the webmaster and
newsletter editor. Members of the board, either elected or appointed, can take on additional duties as
Social Events Coordinator, Driving Events Coordinator, and Membership. The Coordinators are
representatives of the board in working with the chairs of each event to get the publicity done, review
requirements from the National club, provide help with lessons-learned from past events – all the stuff
you’d want to know when volunteering to help run an event. Most importantly, board candidates need to
have an attitude that they’re there to serve their chapter members, and make decisions in the best interests
of the membership as a whole rather than for individual interest groups or their personal preferences.
Candidates can expect to average one to five hours a week on club business, depending on position,
which includes a monthly board meeting either for a couple hours on a weekend morning or a weeknight
video conference for an hour or so.
Please send in those nominations right away! We’ll post the nominees and ballot in the May issue of
NewsWerks. Deadline for nominations for this election will be April 10.

It’s Almost Annual Picnic Time Again
By David Trachtenberg
Come out of isolation and join us. This year we'll be combining the picnic and the annual meeting that
was postponed due to pandemic issues.
On Saturday, May 22nd, come out to the Bob Shetler Shelter at Saylorville Lake. The picnic will begin at
11am.
More details to follow on food--we'll make sure to have servers for safety this year.
So...bring your shined up ride and join us for one of our best attended events.

Iowa Chapter BMW CCA - WWW.BMWIA.ORG
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Master Cylinders, Missing Palladium, and More
by Bryan McCoy
Lots of stuff going on this month. Stacy's minivan started sucking brake fluid (literally). My big van had an
unscheduled and unplanned modification, and Kingdom Community Center got some extra accumulated
equipment, tools and shop supplies.
The minivan would turn on the low brake fluid light in one or two days after filling the reservoir. That was
concerning. We pulled it in the shop and looked over all the brake lines, from the front to the rear, all the
calipers, all the fittings, all the places where the brake lines could rub against something and found no
leaks. We pulled the vacuum line off at the intake manifold and didn't see any wetness there either.
Why did we do that last step you ask? Well, that may require giving some history.
In the early days brakes were actuated by levers or cables. This history review won't go quite that far back.
When brakes became hydraulic they were using Pascal's principle where one person pushing a small piston could overcome one hundred people pushing on a large piston. This is the same principle that floor
jacks and bottle jacks use. A small piston, some valving, and a lever can move a large piston which allows
a multiplication of force based on the ratio of the piston sizes. Hence with a two foot lever against the small
piston and using only one hand you can pump fluid under a large piston with enough force to raise a car
or truck.
The small piston in the brake master cylinder can move larger pistons in the brake caliper applying tremendous force against the brake pad and disk. The small piston moves much farther than the large piston.
The master cylinder piston can move almost two inches. The brake caliper piston will only move ten to
fifteen thousandths of an inch.
OK, back to history. Fifty years ago hydraulic brakes had a single circuit. One master cylinder piston, one
brake line, and brakes on all four wheels. These wheel brakes were drum brakes and there were no 'power
brake' systems. The master cylinder piston and the slave cylinder pistons were basically the same size.
Cars didn't have the rust prevention of today's cars and brake lines would fail or rust out. When there was
a brake line failure, all the pressure in the brake line would be lost leaving the car with no brakes. The
manufacturers added the emergency brake which was a handle or pedal and a cable to the rear wheels
as a backup system. As you know, most of the weight of the vehicle is transferred to the front of the car
when you brake. The rear wheels go light and don't stop the car well. With the rear wheels light, if the
braking force was the same between the front and the back, the rear wheels would lock up and slide.
Manufacturers added a pressure regulator in the line to the rear wheels. Some rear brake modulation systems even had a lever that measured the amount of body lift in the rear reducing rear brake pressure even
more under hard braking.
Car makers improved this by making the brake system two circuits, one for the front wheels and one for
the rear. The cable brake system was renamed from 'emergency brake' to 'parking brake.'
Disk brakes came into widespread use in the mid to late '60s, but typically only on the front wheels. The
pad pressure in a disk brake is much higher than the shoe pressure in a drum brake system. This required
larger slave pistons up front than the rear drum brakes which still remained in most model cars. These
larger slave pistons used more fluid as the pads wore requiring a larger fluid reservoir for the front circuit.
With these high forces, a brake booster was designed to help add pressure to the system for a given pedal
force. This ‘power brake’ energy came from a variety of engine systems, but the most common is the
vacuum booster. There were still brake circuit failures. If the front circuit failed and you were suddenly left
with only rear brakes, stopping power was drastically reduced much to the surprise of the driver. Manufacturers went to cross feed systems where one front wheel and the opposite side rear wheel brake were on
each brake circuit. They reduced the size of the piston in the rear drum or disk as compared to the front
caliper piston size, which provided the reduced braking capability and maintained brake balance. As a
safety monitor they added a pressure balance switch that would light the dash light if there was a great
pressure difference between the two circuits.
(Continued next page)
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Intelligence was then added to the brake circuit with the introduction of anti lock brakes, now standard on
all vehicles. Each wheel speed is monitored by the antilock system. If one wheel rotation is drastically
slower than the rest of the car wheels, braking force is reduced at that wheel. Early systems only modulated the single rear brake circuit. Newer systems can control brake pressure to each wheel. There are still
two circuits coming from the master brake cylinder that you put your foot on, but the master cylinder pistons
are now the same size, and the reservoir is a single container with a baffle to prevent a total loss of fluid
given a single circuit failure. There is more electronic monitoring, such as the light on Stacy's dash that told
of a low fluid level. The antilock system now has a lot of control. It can apply brake pressure to a wheel
that is spinning under acceleration using a system now called a variety of names, but generally referred to
as traction control. If you were out playing in the snow with large throttle input, you can come home with
the brake disks literally glowing as the system attempts to balance the power to the ground in the slick
conditions. Use that traction control OFF button when you are playing in the snow. Now refer to it as the
‘Fun On’ control.
Ok, back to the minivan. Where was the brake fluid disappearing to? If
the front seal around the shaft going into the master cylinder fails, i.e. the
linkage between the brake pedal and the small pistons, the brake fluid can
leak into the vacuum booster. Depending on the vacuum plumbing, this
fluid can simply be sucked into the intake and get burned by the engine.
I pulled the master cylinder off and looked into the brake vacuum booster.
There was all the fluid she had added, half filling the booster. I sucked a
quart of brake fluid out of the booster cavity. (It was only a few days that
Stacy and Gabe added fluid before we could get this serious problem addressed.)
In the failure analysis the V type front seal of the master cylinder had simply rolled turning under the lip that would seal against the shaft allowing
fluid to move past the seal and into the booster. I straightened the seal
and reassembled the master cylinder. I did not put the master cylinder
back on the car, but installed a new master cylinder instead.
On to the topic of the unscheduled modifications: Many of you have seen my one ton fifteen passenger
van pulling the M3 track car. The weekend before Christmas someone needed a few extra bucks for their
shopping spree. They snuck under my van while it was setting in my driveway and sawed off the catalytic
converter. These parts bring between $50 and $200 at the metal recycler. A nice bump for their shopping
finances, but probably not worth going to jail for. Being a one ton van the ground clearance is massive.
Someone could easily slip under it, have plenty of room for a battery sawzall and be gone in less than a
minute. When I jumped in the van, open pipes on the V-10 sounded awesome... but not what I wanted to
run to town in. Off to the parts store in a different vehicle. I need to keep the van functional so it got moved
into the shop for repair.
Many of you know Bart Woods from his variety of track cars. Mustangs to
M3s to Porsches Bart has tried many of them. As much as he loves cars,
he also has a heart for inner city kids. Bart has retired from his construction enterprise and has started a new investment in the kids of Cedar
Rapids. He is starting an after school program that is teaching auto mechanics, retail sales skills, and computer skills as well as providing a
space for doing homework. Bart has acquired a building, office furniture,
computers, internet, and a wonderful shop area with a two post lift. I was
cleaning my shop and noticed a real collection of tools and shop supplies
just taking up space. Bart was happy to go through my extra inventory
and pick out items he could use to establish a quality working shop. If
you have extra tools and supplies I would encourage you to give him a
call. It is a great community service and supported by the local school system which is not able to reach
or meet the needs of some of their kids. Check here: kingdomcr.org

Iowa Chapter BMW CCA - WWW.BMWIA.ORG
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Virtual Garage Tour Wrap-Up
By Mike Myers
The virtual garage tour took place on Saturday, February 20th with a minimum of technical difficulty-- the
challenges weren't any different than those you may have encountered putting together a video conference
among a group of your relatives!
The group puzzled out the video controls, Mike Myers provided a walk around of his i8 while it was up on
the lift, then opened up the engine compartment to show how the three cylinder motor is accessed. He
then provided a quick look around his 2021 X3e Plug In Hybrid.
Alison Bell and Chris Riester then showed us around their garage and tire storage that they had built.
All in all, the format worked well enough we can certainly do this again. Please contact a board member
if you are interested in showing your garage and projects.

Attention - All With Social Media Skills!!
Your chapter is looking to have more of a presence in social media, so we are looking for a member who can start and
manage an Instagram account for the chapter. It would be great to get more exposure. Please contact Becky at
newsletter@bmwia.org.
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The (Member) Wayback Machine
(hat tip to Joe Chamberlain of Roundel magazine)

Mike Williams’ first car, circa 1966: a 1961 British Ford Anglia, bought used for $35!
(Look closely on the right side of the picture and you’ll find a corner of the 1958 Chevy Impala then
owned by Mike’s grandmother, and which Mike still has today - only 2 owners, 50K miles total.)

Iowa Chapter BMW CCA - WWW.BMWIA.ORG
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New Members
Jerry Jones

Ames

Thanks to the sponsors of the 2020 Annual Dinner!
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