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President’s
Corner
As I write this, the dog days of summer are almost over. Though
it’s been too hot to work on anything out in the garage because
you want to rather than have to, it’s also the season where there
are a number of cruises to be attended in towns across the state
each weekend—whether they are standalone show and shine
events or part of some small town’s Sweet Corn Festival or Watermelon Days.
It also means that there are a whole lot of track events coming up as we get into short, temperate season
in the Midwest where event organizers covet the venue weekends they’ve been able to book. Oktoberfest,
whether it’s one of many local events or the National BMW CCA event is also just around the corner.
For our chapter, we’re just coming off of a day out at Principal Park in Des Moines where a goodly number
of us got to display our cars at the stadium and we got to see the Iowa Cubs play the Louisville Bats (the
Cubs lost) from the comfort of skybox suites.
We also have a large number of upcoming chapter events, including participation in the Des Moines Concours d’Elegance, a Fall Colors Drive that will have us in the Dubuque area, and a Street Survival Teen
Driving School. Please read on in this newsletter and check our web site for additional information on
these and other upcoming events.
Once these events wind down, we’ll be having our annual planning meeting in November to lay out events
for 2022. Your inputs are welcome as part of this process, either by attending the meeting or by contacting
a board member with any ideas you might have.
On a personal note, I’ve listed the i8 for sale—if you
think you might be interested, you should know how
to contact me if you’re reading this. I’m looking at
getting back into something with probably just two
seats, more suited than the i8 is for weekends at the
track.
This process kicked off when someone saw a picture of the Z4 Coupe I previously owned and they
asked me if I’d buy it again. I didn’t have to think
about it too long before coming to the conclusion
that yes, I would if I could find something equivalent,
but newer. While it’s currently a great time sell a
car, pickings are pretty slim for buying, with new
cars between model years and competition for existing supply is best characterized as nuts. We’ll
have to wait and see if something happens before
the snow flies.
Do you have any cars in your past you wish you had back? Contact me at president@bmwia.org and
maybe I can put together something for a future newsletter.

Cover shot: Alison Bell’s 2006 M3 Competition Package, in a beautiful fall colors setting.
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We Need YOU! – for
Street Survival
October 10
The first Iowa school in 2 years for Tire Rack Street Survival
comes up on Sunday, October 10 at Des Moines Area Community College in Ankeny!
Street Survival has been offered in central Iowa since 2005, usually twice a year, and led by a combination of Iowa Chapter and Des Moines Valley Region SCCA members. After a hiatus from spring 2020 until now, this community service for 15-21 year-old drivers is back on the calendar. Bad weather and car
control problems didn’t stop for the Covid-19 virus, and there are a lot of teen drivers out there who could
use this training.
We need YOU to participate in several ways: put the word out about the school right now to your friends/
family/contacts through your virtual and in-person social networks AND to be a volunteer or in-car instructor at the event itself.
Registration for students is at the BMW CCA Foundation’s website www.streetsurvival.org.
Registration for volunteers and in-car instructors is on Motorsportreg at
http://msreg.com/TRSS-staff-Oct21.

Want to see your car on the cover of NewsWerks?
Or perhaps your first car featured as the Wayback Machine?
Send us that beauty shot of your (first or otherwise) ride, and it just may become a model of the month! Email picture
files (any standard picture format) with a short description of the car and salient features of the photo to Becky at
newsletter@bmwia.org.

NewsWerks Delivery
The vast majority of our members have been receiving their NewsWerks electronically-only for the last
year. If you prefer to receive a paper copy by mail for the next 12 months of issues, please mail a $20
check, made out to Iowa Chapter BMW CCA, to Iowa Chapter BMW CCA, PO Box 42113, Urbandale,
IA 50323. (The $20 is to cover our chapter’s printing and mailing costs, which are no longer paid to
chapters out of member dues.) We will then start your subscription with the next newsletter.
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Fall Colors Tour 2021
October 16-17
by Fred Bell
This year’s Fall Colors Tour, led by Warren Byerly, is ready to
go! We’ll meet at the Meswaki Casino parking lot near Tama
at 9:30-9:45 for waivers and driver meeting, and depart at
10:00. Our route will tour through northeast Iowa, with a lunch
stop in the Oelwein area, and then overnight in Dubuque. Saturday night’s dinner has been reserved at
Timmerman’s in East Dubuque. A Sunday morning drive will bring us back down the Mississippi River
before participants break off for their home areas.
Please pre-register on Motorsportreg.com (msreg.com/2021fallcolors), or send an email to Warren at
warrenbyerly1@gmail.com. That way we’ll know who to expect on Saturday morning and also can put in
the attendance counts for the lunch and dinner spots.
We encourage all potential participants to get Dubuque lodgings lined up right away if you think you
might want to participate. Fall Colors season is always busy, but this year will book up especially early
with the return of visitors who were not able to travel last year. We will not have a single hotel with a
room block; instead, here are a few ideas for lodgings with a little extra character that we’ve used in the
past. Some of these properties are already partially booked up, so don’t delay! The usual hotel chain
options are also present in the area.
Hotel Julien Dubuque, 200 Main Street https://hoteljuliendubuque.com/ (800) 798-7098
Redstone Inn & Suites, 504 Bluff St http://www.theredstoneinn.com/ (563) 582-1894
The Hancock House, 1105 Grove Terrace https://thehancockhouse.com/ (563) 235-0000
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2021 Des Moines Concours d’Elegance™
By David Brighton
The Des Moines Concours d’Elegance™ is a premier automotive exhibition to be held Sunday, September 12, 2021 in downtown Des Moines
on closed streets surrounding the internationally recognized John and
Mary Pappajohn Sculpture Park, which features 27 works of art by 21 of
the world’s most celebrated sculptors. The Des Moines Concours is a
community event, open to the public at no charge. The Concours will present an invitation-only exhibition
of more than 100 vintage and classic motor vehicles, selected to celebrate the fine art, design evolution,
and amazing innovations of motor vehicles through the years, as well as the talented designers and engineers that created them.
The Iowa Chapter BMW CCA will host a visitor tent in the car club presentation area.
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Iowa Cubs Recap
By David Trachtenberg
Good times at the annual Cubs game---After a year off for Covid, we were back at Principal Park to watch the
Iowa Cubs play Louisville. The weather was perfect for the game and we
sold most of the available tickets.
We had two connected sky boxes with both indoor and outdoor seating and enjoyed some good food and
drink during the game.
In front of the park, we had about 8 BMW's on display. Although the Cubs lost 2-0, we had a great time
and look forward to doing this again next year.
See you then.
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DIY Garage Flooring Project
by Rick Talbot
You might recall from previous articles, I’m not one who is a master craftsman or necessarily mechanically talented…I can however, check tire pressures and inflate tires, swap out winter tires and wheels
and check oil levels (assuming said vehicle HAS a dipstick). So with those limited qualifications in mind,
and after viewing too numerous Youtube videos, and perusing the paddock space recently at Road
America, I made the decision to install new plastic tile flooring in our 3 stall garage. The majority, if not
all race teams, used plastic garage tiles in their working paddock areas.
We’ve lived in our home for 8 years and the concrete was beginning to look a bit tired so an upgrade was
felt (by me) something we should do. Limited research indicated to me that having the floor epoxy coated
was both expensive, required time consuming prep work, and fraught with potential quality issues if the
installation (and cooperating weather) was not spot on. Those aspects soured me on epoxy flooring. I
researched the most popular plastic garage tile manufacturers, namely RaceDeck https://racedeck.com/
and Swisstrax https://www.swisstrax.com. Both manufacturers are U.S. based and offer tiles in multiple
styles, sizes, surface textures and colors. After a lot of research, I ended up choosing the Swisstrax brand
as it was described as being easier to attach and detach tiles. I suspect either manufacturer would have
provided similar results…as they say, YMMV.
Design
Swisstrax's (and RaceDeck) website provides an easy to
use garage configurator where you input your garage measurements, select your tile type(s) and color(s) and then
get a visual representation of your completed floor tile.
Should you like that first attempt (Ha!), you can proceed to
an immediate on-line order. However, if like me, you’ll
tweak and design and re design, and re-measure your
garage several times before that “Ah Ha” moment arrives.
From that point, the Swisstrax order process was very
easy. You submit your design on-line for a price quote and
if satisfied, proceed to confirm the order. In my case, the
Thursday order of some 390 15 3/4” by 15 3/4” tiles plus
edge pieces, was delivered by Fed Ex ground in four days,
arriving on Sunday. I was amazed at the delivery timeframe….and…shipping was included in the pricing.

Delivery! (note the semi-hidden Mini)

Installation
Unlike painted or epoxy garage floor treatments, floor
preparation for installing plastic garage tiles is very simple.
If you choose, you could hose out your garage if really
dirty. In my case, a good shop vacuuming (with my NEW,
for this project, shop vac!) was more adequate. Bingo!, all
ready to begin.
Using your printed floor design, you begin to install the tile
in one corner, typically, on the opening edge of your
garage. The tiles are merely laid on the concrete and are
not adhered in any way. This facilitates tile removal should
any become damaged, you wish to change up your design, or you wish to remove tiles later for cleaning the floor
Floor prep done; starter
tiles in upper-left corner
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…say, perhaps after a mucky winter season. KEY POINT
is to orient that initial tile correctly so that subsequent tiles
snap on top of the adjacent edges of the first tile. If you
muck that up, you end up lifting the first tile to insert the
second…don’t do that!

Initial 3 rows completed and pushed
up adjacent to garage door seal

The tricky part is the inevitable bit about trimming tiles to
exact fit to opposite walls or around obstructing garage
door rails, steps etc. A jig saw, table saw or hand saw
will do the trick easily. Remember that age old adage,
“Measure twice, cut once”. The tiles are not inexpensive
and once cut, the remaining portions go straight into the
recycle bin. Less of that is better than more…for the recycle bin and your wallet!
The initial laying of tiles took me working alone, a
mere 3 hours and for a “senior citizen” at that! The
work to custom trim some 45 edge tiles took at least
that much time or more.

So…what do I think about the results?
I’ve included several project photos…the “wall” of
17 boxes of tile to the completed view. My chosen
design was two shades of grey, the lighter one indicating the vehicle location with some “racing red”
corner indicator tiles and garage entry ledge
pieces.
I really like the fresh look for the garage and a surprise benefit was sensing the tiles are easier to
walk on than that of bare concrete. The tiles do not
move and are quiet. Driving vehicles over them is
no issue. This is a project most can tackle by themselves…albeit, I’ll admit I had my handy son-in-law
assist with the detailed edge trimming aspect ;-).
Thanks Mike!

Finished!

Attention -The Membership Chair Needs 1 Member!!
The Iowa Chapter is looking for a new at-large member for the board of directors to serve as Membership
Chair. This is a position you can make your own with new outreach ideas to both enhance current
members’ involvement and entice new members to our club.
Please contact Chapter President Mike Myers at president@bmwia.org to ask any questions or express
your interest in this position.

Iowa Chapter BMW CCA - WWW.BMWIA.ORG

9

Once Upon a Time, I Was Introduced to BMW…
by Rick Talbot
So, how were you introduced to Bavarian Motor Works vehicles?
My BMW journey began one day early in my deployment to (then) West Germany as a member of the U.S.
Army. Having recently graduated from college, and after completing my initial military schooling, I arrived
in country in April, 1977. Outside my quarters, at one time were parked five new 1977 BMW 320i (E21),
all belonging to much more “wealthy” (e.g. higher ranked) officers. 1977 was the first model year for that
BMW series. I had recently traveled by train to Bremerhaven to pick up my own vehicle that had been
transported to West Germany by the U.S. Army. It was my first new car, a 1977 VW Rabbit coincidentally,
built in West Germany some 7 months prior.
One afternoon, I was speaking with one of the Captains living in the same quarters who happened to own
one of those BMW vehicles. As we were talking, he mentioned his plans to drive to the stereo shop in a
nearby U.S. military installation the following weekend. It was about an hour’s Autobahn drive from where
we were stationed. I mentioned I’d sold my stereo after graduation and was looking to replace it (with all
my new 2nd Lieutenant money!). He invited me to go along on the weekend trip.
That initial ride in his 110 hp, 2 liter, four-cylinder
E21 with a 4-speed manual transmission, was
amazing. Compared to my VW Rabbit (insert
laughter here!), I could not believe how smooth
the responsive engine sounded and how stable
the ride was…even at low-triple digit Autobahn
speeds. While I was not offered the opportunity
to drive it, it made an indelible impression. At that
time, a new 320i could be had for a mere ten
thousand U.S. dollars; more than twice the price
of my new VW and clearly NOT possible on 2nd
Lieutenant’s pay. Still, I was strongly tempted by
the memory of that weekend’s drive. The following Monday morning, when completing my vault
inventory (I was a U.S. Army finance officer), I
found myself counting bundles of U.S. $20s as
“one BMW, two BMW, three BMW…”. I put
that dangerous thought quickly behind me!

1977 BMW 320i (E21) The “Inspiration”
(Photo courtesy BMW Press Club)
Our family vehicles after the VW Rabbit, included a 1980 Volvo 245DL 4 speed (ordered in Germany for U.S. delivery), a ’81 Toyota Tercel, a ’85
Subaru GL wagon, two successive Dodge minivans, an ‘87 Acura Integra, a ’94 Probe GT, a ’99 Mazda
Miata, two Mazda Proteges, a ’05 Volvo V50 wagon acquired through Volvo’s Overseas Delivery Program
(OSD) and a ’08 Mazda Miata. With the exception of the minivans, the ‘08 Miata and my daughters’ Proteges, all were manual transmission vehicles…just like that ’77 E21.
Fast forward…(or really not that fast!) to 2013. Now happily married for 25 years, with two wonderful
daughters graduated from college, it was time to replace my wife’s vehicle. We both fondly remembered
the Volvo OSD experience. Several years prior, I had acted upon my BMW memories by joining the Iowa
Chapter, BMW CCA…driving my then Miatas to chapter events. I had learned of BMW’s OSD program
which was available for their 328i F31 Sports Wagon. As another wagon was my wife’s preference, we
ordered and took delivery of our Glacier Silver over Coral Red leather, first BMW, at the BMW Welt during

(Continued next page)
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spring break, 2014. It was for me, the actualization of that dream initiated 37 years before during that initial
E21 trip. We had the full OSD experience driving the new F31 throughout our previous haunts in Germany;
an early retirement present to ourselves.

Our first BMW - 2014 328i xDrive M Sport Sport Wagon (F31) at BMW Welt delivery
With that vehicle’s lease expired, today we own a ’19 BMW 230i xDrive…whose personalized license plate
is “NEU320i”….which for me, is so very true! Freude Am Fahren - Sheer Driving Pleasure!

Our current 2019 BMW 230i x Drive (F22) at BMW at BMW Zentrum, Greer, SC
during BMW CCA Oktoberfest 2019

Iowa Chapter BMW CCA - WWW.BMWIA.ORG
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IMSA WeatherTech/Michelin Pilot Challenge
Road Races at Road America Aug 5-8
By Rick Talbot
Kathy and I attended our “second annual” IMSA race weekend at Road America, and together with David
and Becky Brighton, had a thoroughly enjoyable weekend…that even a little rain on Saturday could not
spoil! That was in large part thanks to the Badger Bimmers who again, had arranged through many generous sponsors for the BMW Corral to feature a large tent, tables/chairs and live television feed for the
weekend. Nearby BMW dealers pitched in to provide for outstanding box lunches and beverages for Saturday and Sunday. For those not familiar with BMW Corral’s location, it is set up on driver’s left after the
final corner 14 that leads up the hill to the start finish line. This location provides attendees a vantage point
to see all the cars exit the critical corner 14 leading to the longest straight on that rolling 4 mile race track.
This race weekend was the first on the IMSA schedule this year that permitted spectators in the paddock
and Badger Bimmers took full advantage and arranged a meeting with the Turner Motorsports team members in their paddock location. Introductions by team owner Will Turner and commentary by the drivers
and team strategist were a weekend highlight for attending BMW CCA members.
O.k. fine…but what about the races?
While only one BMW team participated during the weekend, Turner Motorsports had outstanding weekend
results with Bill Auberlen and Dillion Machavern on the top podium step Saturday in GS class in the #95
BMW M4 GT4 with Robby Foley and Vincent Barletta placing 4th in the #96 in their BMW M4 GT4. On
Sunday, the team of Bill Auberlen and Robby Foley placed 2nd with the #96 M6 GT3 in the GTD class.
You can see the happy team members in the photo below along with team owner Will Tuner.
Badger Bimmers makes the IMSA race weekend at Road America an annual affair and all BMW CCA
members are invited to attend…subject to capacity. If you’ve not been to this wonderful road course in
Wisconsin, I can’t think of a better opportunity! Put next year’s IMSA race weekend of August 4-7 on your
calendar now and keep an eye on the Badger Bimmers website for announcements about reserving your
BMW Corral space! And…don’t forget to reserve your hotel rooms early.
And should you wish to extend your race weekend (before or after) perhaps consider a visit to House on
the Rock (as we did) in Spring, WI, https://www.thehouseontherock.com or perhaps make a more flavorful
stop at the Potosi Brewery in Potosi, WI, https://www.potosibrewery.com, the Leinenkugel Brewery in
Chippewa Falls, WI. www.leine.com or even find some drinkable “spotted cow” beer at the New Glarus
Brewery in New Glarus, WI. https://newglarusbrewing.com/. One of those is likely to be our plan for 2022!
Badget Bimmers: https://badgerbimmers.org/
Road America: https://www.roadamerica.com/
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The (Member) Wayback Machine
(hat tip to Joe Chamberlain of Roundel magazine)

Rick Talbot’s first new car: a 1977 VW Rabbit. Rick says, “After I was commissioned in Dec ’76 and
completed my basic officers course in Indianapolis during the frigid winter of early ’77, I traded my used
Plymouth Duster Dad had purchased for me, for something I might be able to get serviced for the next 3
years in Germany.” Along with the delightful exterior color, it sported a manual transmission and sun roof
but no air conditioning.
(See Rick’s article about his history with German cars elsewhere in this issue.)
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New Members
Ryan Hussong

Adel

Gene Nelson West Des Moines

Thanks to the sponsors of the 2021 Annual Meeting!
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Iowa Chapter BMW CCA
PO Box 42113
Urbandale, IA 50323

An Isetta at the Des Moines Concours (photo by David Trachtenberg)

