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Street Survival
October 15-16
Fall Colors Drive
PLEASE WATCH FOR
LATE CHANGES VIA
CONSTANT CONTACT
AND FACEBOOK

Follow us on Facebook and look
for details on upcoming events in
email blasts.
facebook.com/bmwccia

Change of Address Information
Please send your requests for address changes
directly to the National Office. The local chapters have
to receive this information from them and cannot
change your address themselves.
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There’s nothing like being in a rental penalty box, (Nissan Versa Sedan) while your car is in the body shop
for nearly a month, to make you appreciate your car when it comes back. The X3’s heated seats and
steering wheel were very much missed during January. The snow tires were missed as well. Being Iowa,
I expect to continue to be using them through February and March as well! The hybrid nature of the vehicle
also makes it quite pleasant to get into an interior pre-heated electrically (from the battery or the charger
in the garage) after activation from my phone. Modern technology!
The biggest news, a bit of which should show up elsewhere in this issue, is that we are joining the Heartland (formerly Kansas City), Great Plains, St. Louis and Rocky Mountain BMW CCA chapters as sponsors
of the Flat Out Classic presented by Chicane Motorsport at Heartland Park in Topeka, Kansas, June 3-5.
Expect registration to open soon, and more details on the event activities in future Newswerks and via the
chapter’s web site and Facebook page. Last year’s event included HPDE, time trials and solo runs on the
¼ mile NHRA drag strip. Even if you don’t intend to register for the event as a driver, consider attending
the event as a volunteer to help us put on a quality event.
I hope to see you at our upcoming events!

Tire Rack Street Survival
Sunday, May 1
Des Moines Area Comm. College
campus - Ankeny
MAYDAY, MAYDAY!! VOLUNTEERS AND STUDENT DRIVERS NEEDED!!
Our BMW CCA Iowa Chapter and Des Moines Valley Region SCCA are again offering a car control school
for 15-21 year old drivers. Visit the national organization’s web site at www.streetsurvival.org for more
information. Registration is open!
Student registration: http://msreg.com/StreetSurvivalMay2022
Staff registration: http://msreg.com/TRSS-staff-may22

Cover shot: Paul Eby’s 2018 M5, in Snapper Rocks Blue Metallic. Photo by David Trachtenberg.
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East Meets West, 2.0 - Spring Drive
Saturday, April 2
We’ve lined up an even easier version of last year’s photo rally - just a group drive and sights to see, no
photos to identify! Our event team of Mike Williams, Jeff Paxhia, and Mike Benge are building a little modification to last year’s route, still using east and west starting points and ending with a lunch gathering
somewhere in the middle. Choose whichever route you prefer.
To assist the restaurant in preparing for our group, please RSVP for each person that will attend. We have
a link set up on Motorsportreg.com at www.msreg.com/Apr2022tour for registration. The usual BMW CCA
waivers will also be available online through that system. If you aren’t able to get through the system on
Motorsportreg, please contact Fred Bell at driving-events@bmwia.org to sign up. If you email to register,
please list the names of the participants AND which end you will be starting from.
Looking forward to seeing you all out there for the drive!
Meeting time: 9:00 Group will depart approximately 9:30
Starting points:
BMW of Des Moines: 9631 Hickman Rd., Urbandale
BMW of North Liberty: 525 N Madison Ave., North Liberty, IA 52317

Flat Out Classic:
High Performance Driving School,
Time Trials, ¼-Mile Solo Runs
June 3-5
The 2022 Flat Out Classic presented by Chicane Motorsport is the Midwest’s premier automotive festival.
A weekend filled with fun: a High Performance Driving School with the region’s best instructors, Time Trials
for qualified drivers and straight in solo autocross runs available to everyone. Advanced solo students are
welcome on Friday, June 3. Heartland Motorsports Park is a true “driver’s track” and this is a can't miss
event! Join automotive enthusiasts from the entire central US at Heartland Motorsports Park. Reconnect
with friends over an outdoor dinner. For more details - https://www.flatoutclassic.com
Organized by the Great Plains, Heartland, Rocky Mountain, St. Louis and Iowa chapters of the BMW Car
Club of America.

Want to see your car on the cover of NewsWerks?
Or perhaps your first car featured as the Wayback Machine?
Send us that beauty shot of your (first or otherwise) ride, and it just may become a model of the month! Email picture
files (any standard picture format) with a short description of the car and salient features of the photo to Becky at
newsletter@bmwia.org.
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“On The Road Again…” – Fall Colors Drive
Save the Dates of October 15 & 16
By Rick Talbot & Matt Corwin
This year’s Iowa Chapter Fall Colors Drive will be taking us on a scenic tour to Burlington, Iowa where,
at day’s end, we’ll enjoy a nice Saturday night dinner together. We’ll have a different return route planned
for Sunday, but participants are free to set their own return plans.
Along the way to Burlington, we’ll have a planned lunch stop and some other interesting stopovers.
For now, however, the important thing is for you to decide to come along AND make your hotel reservations for Saturday, Oct. 15, as during the Fall Color Drive season, rooms are booked months in advance.
While we do not have an “official” event hotel, each are free to choose the accommodations of their
choice.
Here are a few Burlington area suggestions: (all are in the same general area N of Hwy 34 on Hwy 61):
Fairfield Inn & Suites
Hampton Inn & Suites
Holiday Inn Express & Suites
Quality Inn
There are also several available AirBnB locations in the area (as of Feb 1st anyway!). You may want to
check out www.airbnb.com for Burlington, IA locations.
We’re busy planning out the route and lunch and dinner details…hope you can all join us! Stay tuned for
more info in future NewsWerks and e-mails!

MX1 Enthusiast Weekend
April 8-9, Greenville, SC
If you have not been to a National Event, or do not wish to take the time to attend O’fest Forever this year,
this may be the event for you.
The BMW Car Club of America is excited to announce that following a successful debut last year, MX1
Enthusiast Weekend, presented by Michelin, will be back for a second year. The dates are April 8-9 at the
world center of all things BMW in upstate South Carolina. An awesome lineup of fun social and driving
activities are scheduled at the BMW Performance Center, the BMW CCA Headquarters, and the BMW
CCA Foundation Museum in Greer, South Carolina. All registrants will receive a goodie bag, official MX1
event tee shirt and poster, meet and greet with vendors and sponsors, and have an opportunity to test drive
new BMW's from the factory.
MX1 will celebrate everything BMW with a special highlight on M models and X vehicles representing one
community, one enthusiast club, and one weekend. MX1 will bring the entire BMW community together
for a new tradition and provide something we can all look forward to. For more information or to get signed
up, head to the national website: BMWCCA.org.
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Annual Picnic and Annual Meeting
Sunday, May 22, noon
by Mike Myers
Our annual picnic and annual meeting will take place on Sunday, May 22. We are due to hold the event in
eastern Iowa this year, and I may have taken advantage of that by selecting a venue only minutes from my
home. We’ve booked the Perry Hummel Shelter at Vinton’s Riverside Park, just south of the Cedar
River and across North 9th Avenue from the Virginia Gay Hospital. It’s a somewhat larger facility with plenty
of room if there’s still a desire for some social distancing.
If you are able to attend, please bring a side dish and/or a dessert to share—we’ll provide the rest.
Tentative plans are for the meal to begin at noon, with the annual meeting afterwards. Our Facebook page
and web site will have additional details as the event approaches.
In advance of the membership meeting, we will be holding elections for our chapter officers and board
members, with the newly elected officials installed at the meeting.In lieu of other nominations, it appears
our current slate of officers and board members will be running for election unopposed. If you would like
to serve as a chapter officer or board member, or even just help out at one of this year’s events, please
contact me at president@bmwia.org.
The election should commence at the beginning of May, with balloting being primarily via electronic means
using www.motorsportreg.com. Further directions will be provided at that time.

Nordfest- A BMW CCA North Central
Region Festival
Minneapolis Area, September 8-10
Save the date for our first annual BMW CCA North Central Region “Mini Oktoberfest” type of gathering in
September for our 12 chapters!
Attendees can look forward to popular activities, including driving tours, a reception, car show, karting, beer
and wine tasting, Minnesota highlights tours, social dinners and much, much more!
This will be an absolutely amazing event with many great surprises in store! Watch for future updates via
this newsletter, our Facebook page and email blasts.
A survey has been created to check what potential participant interest is for possible events and tours, to
guide the event planning. https://forms.gle/Aop6fQkzpUgf3bZo9 PLEASE, participate in the survey by
March 15 to help the organizers make this event include what YOU would like to do and see.
Mark your calendars now for this great event!!
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Tint World Tech Session Recap
By Rick Talbot
We had a fun tech session on Saturday, January 22 at Tint World in Urbandale. About a dozen members
were able to attend and learn about all of the products and services that Tint World has to offer. Shirley, the
owner, gave us a tour of the facility. She also introduced her very experienced staff. Ricky...probably one
of the best installers in the area, did a demonstration on paint protection.
Shirley offered her parking area to hold a Spring Cars and Coffee for our club. I'm sure we'll take her up
on that.
The next time you need tint, paint protection, a wrap or even automotive electronics....Tint World is ready to serve.

Attention -The Membership Chair Needs Member Help!!
The Iowa Chapter is looking for a new at-large member for the board of directors to serve as Membership
Chair. This is a position you can make your own with new outreach ideas to both enhance current
members’ involvement and entice new members to our club.
Please contact Chapter President Mike Myers at president@bmwia.org to ask any questions or express
your interest in this position.
Iowa Chapter BMW CCA - WWW.BMWIA.ORG
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Daytona Watch Party/
Chili Cook-off Recap
We had a delicious selection of chili and sides to enjoy while watching
the exciting end of the 24 Hours of Daytona race! Thanks to Alison and
Chris for hosting this event again!

NewsWerks Delivery
The vast majority of our members have been receiving their NewsWerks electronically-only for the last
year. If you prefer to receive a paper copy by mail for the next 12 months of issues, please mail a $20
check, made out to Iowa Chapter BMW CCA, to Iowa Chapter BMW CCA, PO Box 42113, Urbandale,
IA 50323. (The $20 is to cover our chapter’s printing and mailing costs, which are no longer paid to
chapters out of member dues.) We will then start your subscription with the next newsletter.
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X3 X5 X5
By Bryan McCoy
I have mentioned before that cars have been known to accumulate at my residence, only to dissipate as
circumstances change. And it has happened again. I stumbled upon a nice X3 and bought it, not really
expecting to collect another car. The X3 came home on a trailer, as many of my purchases do. After I got
it running, I really liked it. I already knew I would like it but that was before I actually owned one. Now that
I owned one, it is really nice, especially since my wife really liked it. Since she liked it, I was planning to
make this one of the forever cars. Therefore, I spent lots of quality time doing maintenance in untypical
places. I changed the differential fluids, I changed the transfer case fluid, I changed the brake and antifreeze fluids. I even changed the power steering fluid. I did all the under hood plastic coolant things. I
changed the battery. I replaced the windshield which had a rock chip way over on the passenger side. I
even replaced all the wiper blades. I was going to keep this one. I have off and on considered selling the
tow vehicle, which is a one ton Ford with a V10 engine. So, in preparation for that possibility, I ordered the
trailer hitch kit and installed it on the X3.
Then I came across a 2005 X5. Everyone says the X5 is a much better tow vehicle than the X3. The X5
also came home on a trailer and I started working through its issues. Then I came across a 2006 X5, also
in need of a trailer ride…. The X3 went on the market and was pretty quickly snapped up. Three vehicles
up, down one. I got yet another add-on trailer hitch but haven’t installed it on either X5. Paralysis exists
because both of them probably will need a hitch. Because I didn’t know which X5 needed a hitch worse,
nothing has gotten done. Paralysis has only increased because now that I have experienced and like an
X5, I think I would really rather have a diesel X5 instead of a gas one and there are a few available to
consider. One of the diesels already has a trailer hitch, and it won’t require a trailer ride home. That means
it will require a bit more up-front money than the first two. I may have to go down one or two vehicles before
going back up. (All that to give you a touch of insight on the recent activities and thought processes here
at home.)
It has been kind of busy here. In addition to the projects I dragged home, a classmate of my daughter finished her post-doc work down South just before Christmas. Dr. Kara drove to Louisiana in a blizzard, then spent a couple of years in
a dry land without moving her low mileage E46 much. When she came home, a
ball joint had rusted out as had both rear shocks. These parts succumbed to salt
getting on and not getting washed away. Those parts
were changed just in time for Kelton, our foster kid
now in the Army, to show up with his latest E46. I
should apologize for bringing him to the dark side. He
now owns two E46’s and an X5. He has owned
BMWs since his first exposure in our home ten years
ago. His latest car needed a half shaft changed. Why
does an active Army soldier need three vehicles on
base? Perhaps he also picked up from us the desire
to keep a few spares. Speaking of half shafts, the second X5, which we have been referring to as X5.2,
needed both front half shafts and both tie rod ends.
X5.2 only has 100K miles but has needed lots of
parts. X5.1, the earlier arrival, had 160K miles but
has not needed the same quantity of big parts.
Will the one ton tow vehicle, which we have owned since 2011, outlive all the
Xs? Will X5.1 go to my brother’s farm with or without a trailer hitch? Will X5.2
get traded for X5.3D? Will Kelton corner the market on rust free, manual transmission, used E46’s with the inline 6? To find out, stay tuned for the next installment of As the Wheel Turns.

Iowa Chapter BMW CCA - WWW.BMWIA.ORG
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The CEL From Hell, and Other Winter Tales
Including the great cop-out, and I’ve got the red brake
caliper blues…
By Claude Berman
The curse started in mid-September and didn’t end until Halloween. I did a
double-take when the check engine light (CEL) appeared, unnaturally, on a
short trip. Back home, I plugged her into the PC in the shop, booted up INPA
and was much relieved to discover it was only the pre-cat O2 sensor’s heating circuit.
So, the good Bosch sensor lasted almost the recommended service interval
of 100,000 miles. And it was on my Xmas list, along with its post-cat mate.
So, heigh-ho, heigh-ho it’s off to O’Reilly’s I go, and all the better to pick it up
than to have another spouse-enraging package at the door. That and an O2
socket removal tool was under the tree faster than FCP could have shipped.
Installing the pre-cat sensor was a piece of cake. The post-cat wouldn’t budge for me, at least not working
under the car on jack stands, given the angle. No problem, having painted my wheels, I’d removed the
weights and needed them rebalanced. Up on the lift already for the tires, I figured how much could it cost.
Well, they warned me they’d charge an hour (ridiculous) and I watched it take 10 minutes. So another local
vendor down in a year. Midas wanted to charge me $125 for an oil change, “…because it’s a BMW”, and
now CarX pulled this, and I’ll spare you the colorful language my old soldier self could use.
All done, I drove it home, reset the CEL and figured I was done, albeit slightly scalded and a tad overdone.
Then the curse, a couple of short trips later, same CEL and same code. Thinking maybe it was a bad
Bosch, I ordered another online and returned the first one. After a week or so it arrived, and all the while,
I’m gingerly driving the car, I installed the new one and hoped I was done.
But I wasn’t done, the CEL popped again, same code and now I’m starting to really get worried. So off to
Beckley and my favorite tech Chad for diagnosis. He spent an hour or two without a conclusive answer
explaining, “this could cost thousands.” SAY WHAT?
He thought the wire between the DME (computer) and the sensor was probably good. And the service
manager’s answer was for me to not worry about the CEL. Not worry, but what if something serious happens and continued operation damages the engine? No, this had to be fixed. And I figured it was down to
three possibilities in order of increasing PITA multiplier:
1.The contacts connecting the engine management wire harness to the DME were oxidized.
2.The DME was bad and it’s no longer available new.
3.The engine management harness was bad.
Here’s the DME with its many contacts:

And here is my nightmare, the engine management wiring harness which is a lot of work to install thanks to many connectors
in out-of-the-way places.
(continued next page)
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First, and easiest, I got some spray contact cleaner (DeoxIT™), and it didn’t fix the problem. I worried about
the cost of a used DME but thankfully it was cheap as many models used the same M44 engine. So, a
mere $50 was all it took to fix it. But I must admit the CEL for me was Hell. Later, Chad said he thought
the DME would be much more expensive, and hence why he thought that the fix would cost thousands.
The Great Cop-out
All summer and fall, I’ve been quietly collecting a group of parts for my great winter escape project. This
winter I planned to do all the nasty underside stuff. I call it nasty as it involves working on my back, lying
on a moving blanket barely insulating me from the cold concrete floor with maybe 10 inches of clearance
above me to work.
The hardest is replacing bushing for the sub-frame, differential, and rear trailing arms since that requires
removing the sub-frame. And, removing the sub-frame isn’t easy on a Z3. Throw in the time needed to cut
and burn out the old bushings and then press in the new and…well, I was dreading that.
I also collected new motor and transmission mounts, and the rubber driveshaft connector called a ‘guibo’
to complete my mission of replacing all functional rubber. Then there were the tie-rod ends I omitted last
year when doing the front suspension along with the requisite alignment. Those old motor mounts stopped
me from Auto-crossing last year by the way.
All in all, while a tech with a lift could do it all in 15 hours, for me I was looking at a good 40 hours of pain
and strain on a cold garage floor. This is a not a job for the faint of heart and 20 years ago I wouldn’t have
thought twice. But at 66, I decided to get a quote. In other words, while I’ve been so proud of doing all the
work to date, I was considering an embarrassing cop-out because my heart was faint. But I doubted the
quote would be reasonable especially since the shop always insisted that they buy the parts at their inflated
(~2X) prices. This time, they took pity on me. They said I could purchase my own parts, and then quoted
$1500 to do everything. I must admit, I’m happy I off-loaded all that work. And it’s oh-so much tighter now
with handling as good or better than when it was new a quarter of a century ago.
I’ve got the red caliper blues
Red brake calipers were once all the rage, but now other colors are available and even BMW has gotten
with the blue caliper trend, at least on some M models. Unfortunately, a previous owner painted my sweetheart’s calipers red, and now that paint has chipped and dulled. Frankly, it made her look like an aging
harlot with poorly applied lipstick. And, since
the car is silver, the wheels black with blue
BMW emblems, the red matched nothing. I
figured time for color change Here’s what
they looked like before the job and after stripping (left is a front caliper and on the right is
a rear caliper).
Now I was told to do the job with the calipers
removed, but that’s a brake fluid mess and I decided to not remove them. Then the question was how to
remove the existing red paint, a thick layer of enamel? I decided not to use a chemical stripper as they’re
all useless now after the government mandated removal of methylene chloride.
That left mechanical removal with abrasives. So for my Dremel, I ordered a cheap set of abrasive wheels
from Amazon and yes, the reviewers didn’t lie, they last a minute or so and cover maybe a square inch or
two. But calipers don’t have many square inches and except for the wire wheels flying apart and painfully
penetrating my sweats, they worked well. By the way, the lowest grit equivalent (120 grit) is the gold colored wheels and most effective. Too late, I discovered those gold wheels are available separately. Here’s
what the calipers look like finished in blue:
And in situ:
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1971 BMW 2002 Infatuation
By Ed Arnold
In 1976, I purchased a 1971 BMW 2002. During my college years, I always wanted a BMW, after experiencing a wild ride in a 1600 with a friend’s brother. In 1978, I joined the BMW CCA. In 1981 I traded the
1971 for a 1976 2002 at Buwalda Imports in Ames. Long story short, I did not own a BMW from 1981 till
2011, when my son-in-law (Brett Burford) came across a 1971 2002 offered for sale on the Internet. My
interest piqued, we had to drive to Marshalltown to look at it. I was immediately overwhelmed by all the
wrong nostalgic emotions and purchased it on the spot. It was the same color as my original 1971. Of
course, in my emotional state, I did not pay much attention to the rust, interior blemishes and other shortcomings. On the way home, I immediately started to suffer pangs of “buyer’s remorse”. However, when I
stopped at the Casey’s in Bondurant, two young girls outside selling candy remarked,” What a cute car”.
All remorse went away!
The plan was to use the car as a “daily
driver.” I did drive the car off and on for two
years until the clutch went out. Even though
it looked pretty shabby, others thought it was
at least unique. Because the original 4speed transmission had the usual synchronization issues, we decided to install a 5speed out of a California 323. While installing the transmission, it became apparent
the car had extreme rust issues in the frame,
floor boards and clutch box. As a result,
these issues were addressed by various
body shops and scrounging for parts. Steve
McKee at East University Imports did some
mechanical work and upgraded the carburetion. Ultimately, I decided to have body work
done by a professional, Dan Peterson at the
Finishing Shop on Army Post Road. It turns
out that both Dan and Steve started their careers working on and racing BMW’s. Thanks also to Jamie
Carlson at BMW of Des Moines for figuring out the serial number and finding hard-to-get parts and the 10%
discount for members.
Unfortunately, I did not document the process. However, the pictures accompanying this article give an idea of what the car looked like when purchased,
the body work in process and the finished look. I drove it over 3000 miles last
summer and fall and intend to do that every year. Even though fixed up, the car
is relatively fragile (over 50 years old), so it gets pampered during the winter.
Because my intent was to drive it, I was not interested in an “original restoration,” even though that would have added more value. The positive comments
I get, almost every time I drive it, gives me a lot of satisfaction. As an aside,
when I rejoined the BMW CCA Iowa chapter, I was surprised there weren’t
more older 2002’s and 6-cylinder Bavaria’s
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New Members

Satish Raman Iyer

Lincoln

Tyler Van Weelden

Adel

David J Nieuwsma

Marion

Jimmy Nguyen

Ankeny

Thanks to the sponsors of the 2021 Annual Meeting!
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Cars at the 2019 chapter picnic. Photo by David Trachtenberg.

