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November
November 8
Informal Social
Merle Hay Local Eats
Des Moines

Planning Meeting -
TBA

December
Christmas Lights
Tour/Dinner - TBA

PLEASE WATCH FOR
LATE CHANGES VIA
CONSTANT CONTACT
AND FACEBOOK

Follow us on Facebook and look
for details on upcoming events in
email blasts.
facebook.com/bmwccia

September
September 8-11
Nordfest - Regional
Event
Minnetonka, MN

September 11
Des Moines
Concours
Des Moines

September 13
Informal Social
Gilroy’s
West Des Moines

Sept 27 - Oct 1
O’Fest Forever
National Event
Palm Springs, CA

October
October 9
Street Survival
DMACC, Ankeny

October 11
Informal Social
Hessen Haus
Des Moines

October 15-16
Fall Colors Drive
Burlington

Calendar of Events

Change of Address Information
Please send your requests for address changes
directly to the National Office. The local chapters have
to receive this information from them and cannot
change your address themselves.

National Office
BMW CCA National Office
2350 Highway 101 S.
Greer, SC 29651

Or email to: questions@bmwcca.org
Website: BMWCCA.org
1-800-878-9292
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At-Large
Alison Bell
alison.bell@bmwia.org

Newsletter/Advertising
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NewsWerks is a publication of Iowa Chapter BMW CCA,
and is in no way associated with BMW AG. The contents
featured herein shall remain the property of the chapter.
This publication is produced six times a year, and is avail-
able on our website or is mailed to our members who re-
quested it. The ideas, suggestions, and opinions expressed
in this publication are solely those of the chapter and/or its
members.

Please submit material suitable for publication to the News-
letter Editor at the email address above.
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President’s
Corner

Cover shot: Turner Motorsport M6 race car

For those of you following along from my last update, the trade from the X3 to the X5 45e is now complete!
By the time you are reading this, I’ll have hopefully received my rebate ($1000!) through the BMW CCA
Membership Rewards Rebate Program.

As I write this in early August, I’ve put just under 2,500 miles on the X5 since taking delivery June 25. Only
700 of those miles count against the 1,200-mile break-in on the motor, as the remainder have all been
electric. Those electric miles even include towing a trailer load of cut branches after a recent summer
storm. I’m enjoying the ride, and I’m also enjoying the infrequent visits to the gas station!

This also means I’m willing to deal if there’s anyone out there who’d like a mounted set of 225/60 R18 snow
tires that should fit at least an X2 in addition to a late model X3-- give me a shout! Come to our Iowa Cubs
outing and I’ll deliver!

Since my last update, I’ve also had the Supra out and back to a successful track weekend at Colorado’s
High Plains Raceway. For any of you that share the BMW B58 motor, or might be looking for a vehicle with
it, I can say that the power is more than adequate. In truth, it provides more speed than I’m currently
comfortable with, at least on an unfamiliar track that’s an 11-hour drive from home. That power sure does
let it charge out of the corners though! Tire noise is up a bit after the trip though—it was a National Auto
Sport Association weekend at the track, and I’m now carrying more than a fair bit of Spec Miata rubber.

As far as Club and chapter events, I look forward to seeing you at the Iowa Cubs game at Principal Park,
Sunday, August 28, and maybe while I attend Nordfest, a North Central Regional Festival, hosted by the
North Star Chapter September 8-11. Some of our chapter members will also be attending the Club’s
O’Fest Forever event out in Palm Springs at the end of September. Who knows, maybe one of our chapter
members will win a new car out of the Club raffle drawing that takes place at O’Fest!

After that, please consider volunteering for our Tire Rack Street Survival School on Sunday, October 9.
Our chapter’s Fall Colors Drive will also be coming up the next weekend, October 15 and 16.

Information on all these events is available elsewhere in this issue of Newswerks, at https://
www.bmwia.org/, or contact me or any of the other chapter board members.

Speaking of volunteering, please consider taking an active role in organizing our club events. Successfully
planning and executing these events is only possible with the participation of our members. We currently
have At-Large positions open on the chapter board and assistance with our chapter events is always wel-
come. Contact me at president@bmwia.org if you are interested!
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Tire Rack Street Survival -
Sunday, October 9

Our chapter, jointly with the Des Moines Valley Region of the SCCA, will be putting on a Tire Rack Street
Survival® school at the Des Moines Area Community College Ankeny Campus on Sunday, October 9.
Our thanks go out to BMW of Des Moines as the primary local sponsor for this event.

Should you not be familiar with the program, the Tire Rack Street Survival® teen safe driving program is
open to drivers ages 15-21 and is presented by the SCCA Foundation and BMW CCA Foundation
charitable organizations. The Tire Rack Street Survival® school is designed to go beyond today’s required
driver’s education minimums and give teens across the U.S. the tools and hands-on experience to
become safer, smarter drivers. Schools are designed to give each student trained, qualified in-car
driving instruction as well as classroom experience.

For more information or to register visit www.streetsurvival.org or contact Tara Box-Walker at
StreetSurvival@dmvrscca.org for more information. Space is limited. Registration deadline is October 6.

Volunteering at these events is highly rewarding—you get to see the students become more and more
enthusiastic about the experience throughout the day. If you are interested in volunteering, please use
motorsportreg.com to register for the event at http://msreg.com/TRSS-Oct2022.

“On The Road Again” Fall Colors Drive
October 15 & 16

By Rick Talbot & Matt Corwin

Just a reminder – if you are planning to attend the Fall Colors Drive, get yourself a hotel room or AirBnB
booked and please let Rick Talbot rickminir59@gmail.com know you are attending. It looks to be a
beautiful, fun event!
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September 27 - October 1, Palm Springs, CA
It’s not too late to get registered for this great national event! There will be drives, rallies, Concours,
spectacular dinners and much, much more! Head over to the national website bmwcca.org for more
information and to get registered!

Reminder – we have organized a caravan to O’Fest – leaving Saturday, September 24 from BMW of
Lincoln, NE at 8 am. Please contact David Brighton – 515-570-5549 – with any questions or to get
registered for the caravan.

We can’t wait to see everyone at O’Fest Forever!

NewsWerks Delivery
The vast majority of our members have been receiving their NewsWerks electronically-only for the last
year. If you prefer to receive a paper copy by mail for the next 12 months of issues, please mail a $20
check, made out to Iowa Chapter BMW CCA, to Iowa Chapter BMW CCA, PO Box 42113, Urbandale,
IA 50323. (The $20 is to cover our chapter’s printing and mailing costs, which are no longer paid to
chapters out of member dues.) We will then start your subscription with the next newsletter.

Amazon Smile Program
As mentioned in an earlier NewsWerks, Amazon has a charity program “Smile.” Amazon donates ½
percent of all purchases from customers who make their purchases on Smile.Amazon.com. This program
is at no expense to the customer, and you can pick from a multitude of charities to receive ½ percent of
your purchases. To learn more, check out:
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/about/ref=smi_se_rspo_laas-ass.

One charity near and dear to our hearts is the BMW CCA Foundation -bmwccafoundation.org. The
Foundation recently received $223.33 from AmazonSmile thanks to customers who listed the Foundation
as their charity of choice.

If you are not already doing so, please consider using the Smile program at Amazon when ordering and
choosing the BMW CCA Foundation as your charity.
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BMW of Des Moines Awarded Club’s North
Central Region Outstanding CCA Supporter –

BMW Center
By Mike Myers
On Saturday, July 23, our chapter presented the BMW CCA North Central Region’s Outstanding CCA
Supporter – BMW Center award to BMW of Des Moines. The award was accepted by Tyler Van Weelden,
General Manager. The North Central Region of the CCA covers an area from Kentucky and Michigan,
west though St. Louis, Iowa and Minnesota, so it’s quite something to have a supporter of their caliber here
within our state. Stop by the store and congratulate Tyler and the dealership’s staff.

The criteria for the BMW of Des Moines’ award are included below. Any BMWCCAmember may nominate
an individual or business for the various award categories. For additional information on the CCA’s
recognition program, or to submit a nomination, visit https://www.bmwcca.org/recognition-program

Outstanding CCA Supporter - BMW Center
The winning nominee will be the BMW Center that performs most or all of the following:

•Opens shop to club members for meetings, tech sessions, etc.
•Provides sponsorship/support/raffle prizes to chapter(s)
•Has a broad knowledge of all things BMW
•Willingly shares that knowledge with club members
•Provides discounts and special sales for club members
•Promotes membership
•Attends chapter functions
•Willing to go extra distance (pre-sale checks, HPDE tech inspections, etc.)
•Has reputation as a BMW aficionado beyond regular circle of customers
•Active contributor to club media and communications
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Albaugh Classic Car Show
By Mike Myers

After our July 23 award presentation to BMW of Des Moines (covered elsewhere in this issue of
NewsWerks), several of our chapter members took a circuitous drive up through Johnston, across the
Saylorville Dam, and on to the DMACC Ankeny Campus. From there, we caught a bus to shuttle in to
the Albaugh Classic Car Show, underway at the District at Prairie Trail.

Our group braved the extreme heat to tour the classic American cars on display at the show, including
select vehicles from Dennis Albaugh’s and Carl Moyer’s collections.

It was a privilege to have Mike Williams, one of our long-time chapter members, provide us with expert
commentary on many of the cars on display.

After the heat drove us from the event, the group got together at the Wig & Pen for a late lunch and some
planning for the October Tire Rack Street Survival School—more on that will also be elsewhere in this
Newswerks issue.

Be on the lookout for the BimmerLife magazine hitting your mailboxes
soon! A huge shout out to Bekah Metz for writing the Iowa Chapter's
article about our women in our club!!
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Zoomin’ Z’s Corner
By Warren Byerly

When a group of tourists visited a crocodile farm, the owner of the place launched a daring proposal
“Whoever dares to jump in, swim to shore and survive, I will give 1 million dollars.
Nobody dared to move until suddenly a man
jumped into the water and desperately
swam towards the shore while he was
chased by all the crocodiles.
With great luck he made it, taking the
admiration of everyone in the place. Then
the owner announced, “We have a brave
winner.”
The manager told him he was very brave to
jump.
The man said, “I didn't jump, someone
pushed me!”
His wife smiled.
Moral: "Behind every successful man, there
is a woman who pushes him."

I was recently awarded the ZSCCA’s 2022 “Area Of The Year”
award for the chapter with outstanding growth and membership
activities opportunities. I feel truly honored since this is only my
second year as Iowa Region Director.
I am very fortunate to have a supportive wife that understands my
devotion to the club and national organization. I put a lot of time
and effort into trying to grow the chapter, provide interesting drives
and social activities, as well as into my car hobby. Without her
support, her PUSH if you will, I would not have been able to
achieve this award.
The leaders of the Iowa Chapter of BMW CCA are also a very
dedicated and hard-working group of volunteers who put endless
hours into making the Iowa Chapter grow and succeed. We all
owe them a big thanks for all they do. The best way to support
them is to also get involved and attend the activities.
We will be having a fun drive August 20 in the Des Moines area
organized by George & Patsy Syata. We will meet at BMW of Des
Moines in Urbandale at 10:00 and head out for a couple hour drive
and lunch. Please let me know if you can join us.

ZSCCA announced that Zfest 2023 will be August 13 in Branson MO. More details to come.
Let’s get out there and drive! Get involved. And let me know if you need a little PUSH.

Want to see your car on the cover of NewsWerks?
Or perhaps your first car featured as the Wayback Machine?

Send us that beauty shot of your (first or otherwise) ride, and it just may become a model of the month! Email picture
files (any standard picture format) with a short description of the car and salient features of the photo to Becky at
newsletter@bmwia.org.
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WeatherTech Sports Car Championship and
IMSA Michelin Pilot Challenge

Road America, August 2022

Iowa Cubs RecapIowa Cubs Recap
By Becky Brighton

We had beautiful weather for a high scoring baseball game! Our Cubbies lost 13-12, but it was a great
game!

Again, this year we had two connected sky boxes with both indoor and outdoor seating and enjoyed
tasty food and beverages during the game.

We displayed 7 BMWs in front of the park. We are already looking forward to next year’s game.
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Have You Ever Considered Getting a Mini?
By Rick Talbot
My wife and I purchased a MINI back in 2015 after enjoying two Mazda Miatas over a period of 16 years.
So why did we “change” horses after all those fun years of “Zoom, Zooming”?
While the highlights of my working days on many occasions was my daily drive to downtown Des Moines
in the Miata, we found that for longer trips with the Heart of Iowa Miata Club or the Minnesota Miata Club,
their high revving nature was a bit too tiresome. The Miatas with their non-turbo charged engines rev quite
high at highway speeds and together with the stiff suspension and wind buffeting, really wore you out. Not
to say they weren’t FUN to drive…you’ve heard the expressions, “The Answer is Always Miata” and they
are FUN and make great autocross vehicles.

But times change and new offerings are always on the market. After I retired in 2014 and began working
as a part-time courtesy driver at Willis Automotive, I became familiar with the MINI brand, having driven
several dealer and customer models. When I learned that model year 2015 would be the last year of the
MINI Coupe and Roadster models, I began to think more seriously about a vehicle change. I checked out
the latest ND model of the Miata but found it had even less interior and trunk space than our NC model and
would still “suffer” from its frenetic high revving highway nature…so no go on a new Miata. I specifically
test drove both the MINI Coupe and the Roadster. I found the “helmet roofed” Coupe a bit claustrophobic
with more limited rear visibility and ruled that out. Then too, we’d enjoyed convertible driving for many
years and that sealed the deal for the Roadster. We chose the turbo-charged Roadster S model, ordered
it and took delivery at MINI of Des Moines some 2 months later.

So…. now after 6+ years and some 55k miles, what are our thoughts about the MINI Roadster S? We did
have to make a few adjustments from Miata to the MINI -
- Both our Miatas had manual transmissions, the MINI, a 6-speed automatic w/ paddle shifters
- The Miatas were rear wheel drive, the MINI Roadster S, front wheel drive.
Yes, those ARE significant performance changes, but we’ve found them to also be very enjoyable. The
paddle shifters are near instantaneous in their response, and the front wheel drive definitely pulls you out
of corners when accelerating…but yes, with a bit of FWD torque steer you get with many FWD vehicles.
The MINI advertising tag line of “Go Kart Feeling” is no joke. The brand also has a large network of MINI
car clubs; including the local Central Iowa MINI Club to which we belong and enjoy various outings.

MINIs DO have a reputation for some reliability issues, particularly in the earlier models and our Roadster
was the last edition before BMW-sourced engines came into the MINI lineup. However, with diligent rou-
tine service, we’ve found our MINI to be as trouble free as the Miatas.
Today, the MINI lineup no longer offers either the 2-seater Coupe or Roadster but both 2 and 4 door Hard-
top models along with a 4 seat Convertible and the Clubman and Countryman models make up the current
lineup. They also have a new SE, all electric 2 door Hardtop model that might be perfect for your more
local driving needs with its advertised 110-mile range. Higher performance John Cooper Works versions
of all models top out the range.

So perhaps a fun to drive MINI is in your future. They’re worth your consideration. A wealth of owners’ on-
line info about the MINI can be found at this site: https://www.northamericanmotoring.com/forums/. Of
course, you can dream and build your favorite MINI online.

Oh…one other consideration…. since 2010, in the even numbered years, MINI USA has sponsored a na-
tional drive called MINI Takes the States. While COVID canceled it for 2020, it is again scheduled for 2022.
Kathy and I have participated in two such events in 2016 and 2018 and they’re a real MINI owner benefit.
It is amazing to tour parts of the U.S. with hundreds of other MINIs and MINI USA does a spectacular job
of organization. See more about this event here: https://www.minitakesthestates.com/. A video recap of
the last 2018 event, “Rally to The Rockies”, can be viewed here: https://www.minitakesthestates.com/so-
cial.htm?v2. It’s just another reason to consider a MINI…and you STILL have time to order your custom-
ized MINI from your favorite MINI dealer ;-)
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The (Member) Wayback Machine

Chris Riester’s high school senior picture, circa 2004, with his 1972 Chevrolet El Camino.

FYI - Insight into One of BMW
CCA’s Sponsors - Griot’s Garage!
By Rick Talbot

For many years, attendees at BMW CCA’s O’Fest have been treated to
free car detailing setups, product demonstrations and excellent samples
of their ever-broadening product line. Witness their recent expanding
line of Ceramic products…their 3-in-! Ceramic Wax is on all three of our
personal vehicles. So easy to apply (just like their original product
Speed Shine) but provides an extremely durable finish and easy spray
on / wipe off application…. enough of my personal advertisement. But it
IS good stuff!

Recently, I learned of an interesting YouTube video (Thanks David T.!)
that provides all a personal tour of Griot’s research, manufacturing and
shipping facility in Indiana. While their corporate headquarters product
showroom and ever-rotating car display is in Portland, WA, (I can
recommend a visit if you’re ever in the area!) they choose central Indiana
for its nationwide centralized distribution location.

Here’s the link to their video on this facility: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=PdVr0FfcmJU

Many thanks to Griot’s Garage for all their support of BMW CCA activities! You can check-out their entire
product line here: https://www.griotsgarage.com/

Enjoy and “Have Fun in Your Garage”!
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Fluid Transfer Bottle
By Bryan McCoy

So, if you read Mike Miller Tech Topics column in the Roundel, you will know that he regularly quotes his
Lifetime Maintenance document. One of the many things he encourages is to regularly change fluids in
pretty much everything that has fluids. My brother’s X5 was showing some less than desirable
transmission symptoms, so the first plan was to change the filter and fluids. I had Norman watch the
Bavarian Auto YouTube video where Otto shows how easy it is to change the transmission fluid. And Otto
is right. If you have the tools, you have the fluids, you have the shop space, you have the drain pans, if
you have the floor jacks and the jack stands and you have the creepers, it really is very straight forward.
You should go watch Otto on the Bavarian Auto YouTube video for yourself. Watching the video will make
the pictures much more understandable. Norman has learned that my tool selection and shop space is a
bit better than his, plus it made for some quality shop time.

I always check the new transmission gasket against the bottom
of the transmission pan and count the holes before I unbolt the
pan to give me some confidence that I have the correct kit. The
filter kit comes with a filter, new pan bolts and a gasket. I drain
the fluid through the drain port. Very few of the modern
transmissions have a drain port. Thank you, BMW. There are
times I would love to refresh some of the fluid in a transmission,
but I am afraid to pull the
pan because I don’t have
a new gasket. The pan
gasket is pretty large, and
the surfaces must be
absolutely dry for the
gasket to seal. The
transmission is always
dripping oil out of

somewhere, so getting the seal dry and keeping it that way until the
pan is on is difficult. You should realize that just dropping the pan
is only a partial fluid change. You end up putting about four quarts

back in, but if the
transmission had
been taken out and the torque converter changed, the
transmission might require about twelve quarts. It was
encouraging to see that Norman’s 160,000-mile X5 had very
little mud in the
pan, and only a
thin layer on the
pan magnet. The
magnet is in the
pan to collect the
particles from the

wearing clutch packs and keep that mud from getting into the
fine oil passages. Think of it as brake dust around your fancy
wheels, it is very similar stuff.

As long as we have the X5 in the air, we might as well check off
a few more items from Mike Millers list, that being the transfer
case and the differential fluids. Again, this is straight forward. The thing to remember is to make sure you
open the fill port before you open the drain port. If you can’t get the fill port open… don’t open the drain
port.

(Continued next page)
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In the Bavarian Auto video, Otto uses a giant syringe to pull fluid
out of the product bottle and squirt it into the transmission. I
have two of these large syringes and I hate them. They are

messy, they leak down your arm, and they just don’t work well,
especially if you are laying on your back. Hence, I created a
much easier fluid transfer method to be used when you have to
lift the fluid up to the fill port instead of pouring it down, for

example, into the top of the engine. I drill two holes in the cap
of the one-quart bottle. In one hole I press fit a dip tube of large
diameter that goes from the bottom of the bottle through the lid
and into the fill port on the transmission. The second hole is
much smaller and allows you to press in an airline that is used
to pressurize the bottle. The airline is a fish tank hose that runs
to an air pressure regulator and my shop air. This allows me to
put just a few pounds of air into the bottle and push the fluid up
and out the dip tube. The dip tube is a hardware store item. This system for me is free of the mess, it
very controllable and I am super pleased with how well it works. I use this system for the transmission
fluid and to push the 75-weight gear oil into the differential. The bottle swells up and gets really tight and
the fluid squirts right where you want it. When one bottle of fluid is empty, simply cut off the air supply,
transfer the cap and hoses to the next bottle and hook the airline back up. The transmission takes a bit
over a gallon, the rear differential takes just over a quart, and the differential takes just under a quart.

Mike Miller would be pleased.
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Thanks to the sponsors of the 2022 Annual Meeting!

New Members

Financial planning

- Retirement - College

-Tax - Insurance

Asset management

Business retirement plans

Customized solutions for each client, delivered through
independent, fee-based advice.

Over 35 years of financial planning and investment experience.

www.bellwetherfinancialadvisors.com
3725 Green Branch Drive
West Des Moines, IA 50265

(515) 457-7849 or (800) 524-0464

fred@bellfinadv.com

Helping you plan for your financial goals in life.
Helping you manage your assets to get there.

Securities offered through Cambridge Investment Research, Inc. Member FINRA, SIPC;
advisory services through Bellwether Financial Advisors, a Registered Investment Advisor.

Cambridge and Bellwether are not affiiliated.

Gary Sissel Naples

Carole Sissel Naples

Darin Mellor Glenwood

John Baranowski North Liberty

David Drown Cedar Rapids
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Bimmerworld owner James Clay with George and Miles Brighton (in podium caps).
Taken at August 2022 SRO race at Road America by Becky Brighton


