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April
April 30
Street Survival
Teen Driving School
Ankeny

May
May 20
Picnic/Annual Mtg
Marion

July
July 23
Iowa Cubs
Des Moines

September
Sept 24-Oct 1
O’Fest Forever
Providence, RI

October
October 8
Street Survival
Teen Driving School
Ankeny

Fall Colors Drive

PLEASE WATCH FOR
LATE CHANGES VIA
CONSTANT CONTACT
AND FACEBOOK

Follow us on Facebook and look
for details on upcoming events in
email blasts.
facebook.com/bmwccia

January
January 10
Informal Social
Jordan Creek Mall
Food Court
West Des Moines

January 14
Tech Session
Des Moines Wheel
Repair
Grimes

January 28-29
Rolex 24 @ Daytona
Watch Party -details
TBA

February
February 11
Tech Session
It’s A Wrap
Marion

February 15
Informal Social
A Dong
Des Moines

March
March 14
Informal Social
Wig and Pen Pizza
Pub
Ankeny

Calendar of Events

Change of Address Information
Please send your requests for address changes
directly to the National Office. The local chapters have
to receive this information from them and cannot
change your address themselves.

National Office
BMW CCA National Office
2350 Highway 101 S.
Greer, SC 29651

Or email to: questions@bmwcca.org
Website: BMWCCA.org
1-800-878-9292

Board of Directors
THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF IOWA CHAPTER BMW CCA
nEWSwERKS

President
Mike Myers
president@bmwia.org
319-504-1025

Vice President/
Communications
Chris Kjellmark
vice-president@bmwia.
org

Secretary
David Trachtenberg
secretary@bmwia.org

Treasurer
Rick Talbot
treasurer@bmwia.org

Social Events
Coordinator/
At-Large
Alison Bell
alison.bell@bmwia.org

Newsletter/Advertising
Becky Brighton
newsletter@bmwia.org
515-570-7441

Webmaster
Manoj Tomar
webmaster@bmwia.org

Membership Chair
Rick Talbot
membership@bmwia.org

Driving Events
Coordinator/At-Large
Fred Bell
Driving-events
@bmwia.org

Past President
David Brighton
past-president@bmwia.
org

Club Website www.bmwia.org

NewsWerks is a publication of Iowa Chapter BMW CCA,
and is in no way associated with BMW AG. The contents
featured herein shall remain the property of the chapter.
This publication is produced six times a year, and is avail-
able on our website or is mailed to our members who re-
quested it. The ideas, suggestions, and opinions expressed
in this publication are solely those of the chapter and/or its
members.

Please submit material suitable for publication to the News-
letter Editor at the email address above.
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November
November 8
Informal Social
Merle Hay Local Eats
Des Moines

Planning Meeting -
TBA

December
Christmas Lights
Tour/Dinner - TBA

PLEASE WATCH FOR
LATE CHANGES VIA
CONSTANT CONTACT
AND FACEBOOK

Follow us on Facebook and look
for details on upcoming events in
email blasts.
facebook.com/bmwccia

September
September 8-11
Nordfest - Regional
Event
Minnetonka, MN

September 11
Des Moines
Concours
Des Moines

September 13
Informal Social
Gilroy’s
West Des Moines

Sept 27 - Oct 1
O’Fest Forever
National Event
Palm Springs, CA

October
October 9
Street Survival
DMACC, Ankeny

October 11
Informal Social
Hessen Haus
Des Moines

October 15-16
Fall Colors Drive
Burlington

Calendar of Events
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Cover shot: Mike Myers’ i8 at the Des Moines Concours. Photo by David Trachtenberg.

Unfortunately, it appears the Iowa Chapter came up empty handed for cars in the BMW CCA raffle. Oh
well, there’s always next year.

As I write this, it’s the first weekend in December and automotive winter preparations are complete!

Snow tires are on the X5 and my wife’s truck, and all the snow removal equipment is in the proper locations
at the house and my wife’s veterinary clinic. Can’t say I’m all that happy with how well the X5’s winter
wheels with the Hakkapeliitas are balanced though.

Since it was sunny and above freezing today, the Supra got washed before getting covered for the season.
With a kitchen remodel kicking off, that should hopefully keep any sawdust off it.

Other winter preparation tasks are also complete, like running the horse manure pile through a manure
spreader, but the less said about that, the better!

I’ve got to say that was a lot of physical labor for someone who, like several of our chapter members, is
getting a little on in age. Or maybe it’s just that as wheel diameters get larger, they are getting heavier. I
can remember when 15-inch wheels seemed huge!

Considering all the exertion resulting from those tasks, I like to think that, though I may take a little longer
to get things done, I’m working smarter, not harder. It was certainly the other way around several years
ago when a mounted truck tire got away from me as I was rolling it downstairs to a tire storage rack in the
basement. The “smarter” I got from that event is that I learned how little a latched door slows down 80
pounds of wheel and tire once it starts down a flight of stairs. Smarter these days is also leaving the ladder
work to my wife when the Christmas lights are going up!

In an attempt to give this rambling some direction and relevance to the chapter, if you’re one of the, let’s
say, more senior members of the chapter, consider making it a resolution for the New Year to share some
of the “smarter” you’ve accumulated with someone younger. I’ve found willing subjects among nieces,
nephews, co-workers, and their children, and have been able to make club members out of some of them.
In some cases, I’ve even managed to work smarter by putting their younger, stronger backs to task instead
of my own!

NewsWerks Delivery
The vast majority of our members have been receiving their NewsWerks electronically-only for the last
year. If you prefer to receive a paper copy by mail for the next 12 months of issues, please mail a $20
check, made out to Iowa Chapter BMW CCA, to Iowa Chapter BMW CCA, PO Box 42113, Urbandale,
IA 50323. (The $20 is to cover our chapter’s printing and mailing costs, which are no longer paid to
chapters out of member dues.) We will then start your subscription with the next newsletter.
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Tech Session - Des
Moines Wheel Repair

Saturday, January 14
By David Trachtenberg

Don't miss our first tech session of 2023, which will
take place at 9am on Saturday, January 14.

The owner, Mike Jones, will review the services his
business offers, including refinishing and
straightening wheels.

Des Moines Wheel Repair also has a dedicated CNC Lathe specifically made for machine finished
wheels.

They also offer great deals on many brands of tires.

Don't miss this informative tech session and finally move forward fixing those awesome BMW wheels.

Tech Session - “It’s a
Wrap”

Saturday, February 11

An Eastern Iowa tech session will be held on February 11 beginning at 10 am at “It’s A Wrap.” It’s A Wrap
is a vinyl wrap and automotive tint shop located in Marion, Iowa. Following the tech session, a group lunch
is being planned in the Marion/Cedar Rapids area. “It’s A Wrap” is located at 6270 Partners Avenue, Unit
#342 in Marion. We are excited to hear about their company!
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Planned Events from the Planning Meeting
We are always looking for members to help with events or suggest other events!

January 14 - Des Moines Wheel Repair Tech Session
February 11 – It’s a Wrap Tech Session – Cedar Rapids
April - Spring Drive – continue east/west meetups – possibly joint with Z group
April 30 - Spring Street Survival
May 20 - Picnic/Annual meeting – central Iowa
May 6 - Vintage Torque Fest/Field of Dreams drive event – Z group event

June - Flat Out Classic – Topeka, KS
June 23 -25 – MX1 – Greenville, SC – possible regional caravan
July 23 – Iowa Cubs – Des Moines
August 4-6 IMSA at RA – regional event
August 12. 13-20th Z Fest Branson – caravan from multiple areas meeting Iowa City/Cedar
Rapids area – possible meet-up
September 10 – Des Moines Concours
September 27 – 30 - O’Fest Forever – Providence, Rhode Island - route/caravan out organized
like 2022
October 8– Fall Street Survival
October - Fall colors overnight
November – Planning Meeting

A Fine WineStyles
Tasting Event

by Rick Talbot

On Tuesday, December 6, about a dozen
Iowa Chapter members met up at WineStyles in Johnston to enjoy a selection of several white and red
wines. Allan provided us all with descriptions and tasting notes of each wine we were sampling. Many
also chose to accompany the tasting with cheese plates and pizzettes. Allan and Gina Graham, owners,
made this event possible for our members and all seemed to enjoy the experience…and I know for one
couple, they became members after having a great time.

WineStyles offers several wine clubs featuring both white and red wines, sweet wines, bubbly wines, a
beer club as well as a cheese club. Members, in addition to their monthly selections, receive invites to
special events, receive discounts on purchases and earn credits for future discounts with each purchase.
They have an awesome selection of specialty chocolate to accompany that favorite red wine (or enjoyed
all by themselves)! Located just north of I-80/I-35 off 86th Street in Johnston, they are our “Cheers” bar
of choice. Thank you, Allan and Gina, for hosting this special club event!
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Distilled Water
By Bryan McCoy

In the summer, I find it more comfortable in my shop when I run a dehumidifier. I set the dehumidifier on
a shelf out of the way and run it whenever I know I will be spending time in the shop. A side benefit of
having a dehumidifier is that it produces distilled water. I run a small hose from the unit into a one-gallon
jug on the floor which I place inside a five-gallon bucket. When I notice that the gallon milk container has
overflowed, I will cap it and put in a different container, occasionally also saving the overflow water in the
bucket. I use this distilled water in things like wet cell batteries, antifreeze, and in a humidifier. Today I
noticed some particulate in the water. This is really no surprise as there is always a fan blowing across the
condensing coil of the dehumidifier. The air in the shop is by no means clean and the five-gallon bucket is
open. Hence, I decided I should filter a gallon or two, so I don’t have to worry about where I use the distilled
water.

I remembered a conversation my office mate had with one of the wizards of the department. My office
mate was ramping up his home brew operation and needed a way to filter one stage of his process. He
was asking the wizard, what was the best shape for a filter holder. The wizard’s response was, “look at a
Bunn coffee maker” …. Ah. Great suggestion. We have coffee maker bits left over in the basement…
Besides, I don’t drink coffee, so using the coffee maker bits shouldn’t be a problem. After all it is just water
:-) I am surprised at how quickly you can filter water when you just pour it through the filter. After dumping
a bunch of carafes back into the rinsed milk jug, I will be able to take a few clean gallons back to the shop
to use in batteries or antifreeze or whatever.

I go back and forth between buying premixed antifreeze and concentrated antifreeze. If I am working on
someone else’s car, I will buy the premixed antifreeze. I assume the vendor is using quality water in their
preparations rather than water condensed from shop air. I hate to pay for something that I know is fifty
percent water. The concentrate is typically the same price as the premixed. When I am feeling cheap, I
will mix my own antifreeze. I try to mark the containers with a large ‘50/50’ scribbled using a sharpie so I
know I have diluted the juice. When I make my own mix from concentrate, it requires at least three and
often four or five containers. I have gotten confused when marking several times. In a stroke of momentary
mental recovery, I realized that I could weigh the juice using a hydrometer to see whether I had concentrate
or fifty-fifty juice.

As a general rule you should change your antifreeze every couple of years. I have had quite the string of
cars through the shop lately, all of which have some age on them, and all had to have the coolant system
opened. Hence, I have gone through a bunch of antifreeze. There have been a couple water pump
changes, a timing belt, a radiator, and a failed heater hose coupling. I purchased an X3 that needs a lot of
maintenance and coolant part replacement is high on the list of items to be changed since the component
date codes are original.

In my personal fleet, someone badly wanted my X5, so I have been looking for its replacement. I expect
the next X5 will also need coolant parts and fresh antifreeze and possible other issues. Remember you
should always recycle your used antifreeze.

Apparently, water content in the air has a lot to do with a person's general comfort. John Candy’s quote
from the movie ‘Cool Runnings’ comes to mind: “It’s not so much the heat, it is the humidity that will kill
you.”
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The (Member) Wayback Machine

Gene Nelson’s 1979 Datsun 280ZX. Gene says it had a 5-speed manual
transmission, and was the first car he bought after college.

Chapter Tool Loan Program
If you want to do some work on your car and your garage toolbox is missing something you need, the
chapter has tools available to borrow. Here’s the current inventory:

3000 lb floor jack
jack stands
rechargeable impact wrench
80 ft-lb torque stick and 17 mm thinwall impact socket
air compressor
tire gauge
brake bleeder kit
brake bleed catch bottle
SRS (airbag system) diagnostic tool
1/2” and 3/8” drive torque wrenches
5 mm, 7mm, and 17 mm sockets
6-cylinder engine crank/camshaft locking tool
spring compressor

To borrow any of these, contact Fred Bell at driving-events@bmwia.org or call 515-224-4179 to arrange
a pickup time. You’ll be asked to sign a liability release (this is the U.S., after all) and leave a check for
the replacement value of the tools borrowed. When the tools are returned in good condition, you get
your check back – it’s that simple.
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’Tis The Season - to Spend Money
By Bryan McCoy

When I was in Alaska this summer, one of the foremen had a real desire for Knipex tools. He just kept
showing up with quantities of different models. He could call them by name. There was the Cobra, the
Alligator, the Pliers Wrench, the Pipe Wrench S-Type. He was able to say, “Oh, you need the XXX style

for that job.” They are nice pliers, and I saw him do some pretty impressive
things with them. I, however, didn’t immediately take a liking to them. The
Knipex tools we had in the camp have a button to move the sliding jaw to the
position you desire. This is like a standard slip joint or water pump pliers, except
the slide stays where you put it. Different than a standard set of water pump
pliers, there is a cam action between the handle and the jaw. This cam allows
significantly higher force in the jaws. This cam also means very little actual jaw
travel, so the slip joint must be in exactly the right spot. Getting that ‘right spot’
can take a few iterations. The number of iterations and lack of jaw travel is what
initially put me off on the tool. After I saw him loosen and re-tighten what must
have been a two-and-a-half-inch nut with what was essentially a hand tool, I
started to warm to their functionality. After I came home, I found that Northern
Tool carries these pliers. I looked over the fine selection for several minutes
until I noticed the price, at which time I very carefully backed away from the
display.

The tool display has been nagging at me since October. Since the store has
been passing out coupons to keep their Christmas sales actively flourishing, I
decided this was as good a time as any to put a cam forced bite on the nagging
problem. And come to find out the tools do have some pretty nice features. For
example, today there was a large fitting on an air tank that was hard to get at.
I clamped the Pliers Wrench on the fitting, and this exposed a little window on
the tool tells you that the fitting you are holding happens to be a 22 mm. This I
found to be very helpful. I then went and pulled a long 22 mm open end wrench
off the shelf and really put the needed force on the fitting. But this isn’t a
marketing pitch for the brand. It is a story about pliers.

In my toolbox I have things ordered in the usual accumulative manner. The
open top collects all shapes and sizes of objects. The top drawer contains
things that look like they could poke something. This includes screwdrivers of
all sizes, punches, awls, chisels, etc. The next drawer down contains things
that you have to squeeze. These include pliers (the reason for this note),
scissors, wire cutters, adjustable wrenches, wire strippers, etc. The third
drawer is a combination of air fittings and implements of shaping, i.e., a variety

of files and small wire brushes. A good friend who is not very mechanical refers to his assortment of tools
not by name but simply as squeezers, twisters and bang-ers.

There is a second toolbox, similar in shape and size with the same open top containing more objects not
conveniently grouped, all of which don’t fit in a drawer. In the top drawer are again tools that you have to
grip, but this set contains tools not so often used. Things like snap ring pliers, piston ring expanders, tin
snips, different scissors, spares of every previously mentioned style of tools to be gripped, and of course
pliers. The second drawer down has more pointed tools all of which resemble screwdrivers. Don’t ask me
why the top drawer in this box has grip tools, and the second drawer has sharp pointed objects whereas
the previous toolbox has these reversed. These toolboxes set side by side and it has been a mental strain
every time I use it, but the drawer order has been too much work to change. The drawers don’t come out
easily and they both have way too many tools in each drawer to unload both drawers and repack.

(Continued next page)
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Since there were too many tools in the drawer, there wasn’t room for the new Knipex pliers in the primary
toolbox grippy things drawer. I noticed that there were only about five or six grip type tools that I regularly
reach for. The hemostats, needle nose, the pliers designed for wire welding (they are really handy) and
the slip joint pliers. I started culling out the tools that I rarely use and
noticed that I hardly ever use what is called the standard ‘farmer’s
pliers’. I typically have on my hip a Leatherman style multi-tool. It
is so handy that going to the drawer to grab a set of traditional pliers
hasn’t happened in years. After digging through the drawer, I
extracted eleven pairs of standard farmer’s pliers. This was a total
surprise to me, so I went to the backup toolbox and choosing the
first drawer instead of the second drawer, extracted another seven
pairs of farmer’s pliers. After laying the mass out on the bench, I
was able to identify a really cheap pair of pliers that I remember
causing me frustration as a young child due to their lack of actual
teeth. Because they had no teeth you had to grip them really hard.
When you did, the joint would pop from one hole to the wider setting
pinching your hand, which left a lasting memory impression. That
was some fifty years ago, and the pliers are still in the active drawer.

I noticed that several of the
pliers were actually
application specific pliers.
One pair is known as ‘battery
pliers.’ The jaws are set up to
be at an angle from the major
axis, so they are easy to use
when reaching onto the face
of a battery terminal to loosen
the nut. The jaws only come
parallel when gripping the
nut. The reason you must
use battery pliers is because
the much-corroded nut on the
battery terminal no longer fits

any wrench. The battery is down in the engine compartment and up against the wall so that you couldn’t
get a wrench on it anyway. Another application specific pair was designed to open the constant tension
radiator hose clamps that were a loop of spring wire instead of the
band style that we see a lot of today. I may never use these
application specific pliers again, but they do have a specific purpose
so I am sure I will have to keep them around because they are a
unique tool. You might be able to find it in either the first or second
drawer in one or the other of the toolboxes. Perhaps in another fifty
years you can be sure that they have been kept long enough.

And don’t even start with me about the screwdriver drawers…
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Thanks to the sponsors of the 2022 Annual Meeting!

New Members

Financial planning

- Retirement - College

-Tax - Insurance

Asset management

Business retirement plans

Customized solutions for each client, delivered through
independent, fee-based advice.

Over 35 years of financial planning and investment experience.

www.bellwetherfinancialadvisors.com
3725 Green Branch Drive

West Des Moines, IA 50265
(515) 457-7849 or (800) 524-0464

fred@bellfinadv.com

Helping you plan for your financial goals in life.
Helping you manage your assets to get there.

Securities offered through Cambridge Investment Research, Inc. Member FINRA, SIPC;
advisory services through Bellwether Financial Advisors, a Registered Investment Advisor.

Cambridge and Bellwether are not affiiliated.

Ravinder Kumar Agarwal
Urbandale

Neal Marple Cedar Rapids

Jase Robinson Bondurant

Nic Robinson Bondurant

Paul Melde Des Moines

Kathleen Melde Des Moines

Matthew Helmke North Liberty

Larry Sills Cedar Rapids

Jeffrey Scott Sills Cedar Rapids
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Dale and Peg Rupp’s 2012 335is, on the way to O’Fest Forever 2022


